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Background: 

 Growing demand for livestock 

 China and Vietnam 

 Particularly for live animals to meet domestic 
requirements 

 Cattle and pigs moved in large numbers 

 Main sources 

 Cambodia and Laos 

 Also transit from Thailand and Myanmar 

 

 

 

 Volatile movements 

 dependent on price 
and exchange rates 

 recognized 
movement pathways 
change rapidly 

 

 Rapid movements 

 trans country in few 
hours (15-24); often 
travelling at night for 
coolness 

 

Factors 

 Traders 

 Local, national, regional 

 Tight margins, short-term high-interest finance 

 Movement delays cost lots of money 

 Formal movement requirements 

 Slow and expensive 

 Checkpoints, quarantine stations, livestock depots 

 Promote spread of disease 
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Response: unofficial movements 

 Well documented 

 Unquantified 

Requirements for effective control of 

FMD requires: 

 Regionally acceptable livestock ID and tracing 
system; 

 Official processes that facilitate trade rather than 
hinder it; 

 Appropriate recognition of disease status across 
borders 
 Why impose quarantine when disease status is the 

same both sides of a border? 

 Political will to address real issues, rather than 
tinker around the edges. 

 

Making movements safer 

 Understanding livestock disease status 
 alerting destination about disease at origins/in transit 

 Access to appropriate preventative strategies 
(vaccines) 
 protect either the animals in transit or the animals at the 

destination 

 Processing slaughter animals as a priority 
 not keeping them in depots or retaining some for other 

purposes (e.g. breeding) 

 Trader education 
 Strengthening animal health management and 

biosecurity practices 
 

Conclusions 

 Managing risk of FMD by understanding 
livestock movement 

 Patterns change rapidly 

 Requires ongoing real-time movement monitoring 

 Key components 

 Policy and regulation 

 Currently promote disease spread and informal movement 

 Traders 

 Risk-based movement management 

 Identification, traceability, vaccination status, surveillance  

 

 


