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Official recognition of disease status 

• Voluntary procedure 

• Based on OIE standards 

• Procedure under the responsibility of the Scientific Commission (focus 

technical aspects ) with the support of Ad Hoc Groups 

• Procedure and disease statuses adopted by all OIE Members (focus 

on policy aspects) 

• Costs for evaluation covered by applicant Member 
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Official Recognition of Disease Status 
 

It is in line with OIE’s mandate given by its Members 

 

OIE Mandate: the improvement of animal health, veterinary 

public health and animal welfare world-wide 

By acquiring and maintaining its official status, a country demonstrates: 

• transparency  

• helps to promote animal health and public health worldwide,  

• trust of its partners as well as of the international community 



Chapter 1.6: Procedures for self declaration and for official 

declaration by the OIE: 

• Article 1.6.2: Endorsement by the OIE of an Official Control Program for FMD  

• Article 1.6.4: Questionnaires on FMD  

• Article 1.6.7: Questionnaire on FMD (official control program on FMD) 

Chapter 8.5: Procedures for self declaration and for official 

declaration by the OIE: 

• Article 8.5.2: FMD free country where vaccination is not practiced  

• Article 8.5.3: FMD free country where vaccination is practiced 

• Article 8.5.4: FMD free zone where vaccination is not practiced 

• Article 8.5.5: FMD free zone where vaccination is practiced  

• Article 8.5.9: Recovery of free status 

• Article 8.5.48: OIE endorsed official program for FMD 

Resolutions XXII and XXIII of the 76th General Assembly (2008) 

 

OIE Standards and relevant texts 



Outline of the procedure 



Step 1 – Submission of Application 



Step 2 – Preliminary screening of 

application 



Step 3 – Evaluation by the Ad Hoc 

Group 



Step 4 – Evaluation by the Scientific 

Commission (SCAD) 

OIE expert mission 

(if relevant) 

Rejection 

Endorsement of 

status 



Step 5 – Communication of the outcomes 

to the applicant and OIE members 



Step 6 – Recognition of disease status at 

the World Assembly 



Step 7 – Annual re-confirmation 

(maintenance of recognized status) 

Annual reconfirmation of recognized disease status 

• In accordance with Resolution XXII of the 76th General Session 

• Usually by November 

• Non-compliance results in loss of recognized disease status 



Publication of official disease status 



Example of officially recognised disease 

status 



Suspension of disease status 



Reinstatement (recovery) of disease status 

previously adopted 



Officially recognised FMD status 



Endemic Free 

Self-assessment tool 

developed and managed 

by FAO, supported by OIE 

Official procedures 

developed and 

managed by OIE 

Endorsement of 

official FMD control 

programmes 

OIE - endorsed official FMD control 

programme 



OIE - endorsed official FMD control 

programme 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code (2011): 

• new Article in Chapter 8.5. on FMD 

• new Article in Chapter 1.6. on procedures for self declaration 

and for official recognition by the OIE (Questionnaires) 



Key elements for OIE endorsed official 

control programmes for FMD 

• Evidence on the capacity of Veterinary Services to control FMD 

• Disease surveillance 

• Diagnostic capability 

• Vaccination 

• Emergency response 

• Regional integration 

• Social participation 

• Knowledge of livestock systems 

• Epidemiological situation 

• Outbreak investigation 

• Sustainability 

• Political commitment and funding 

• Timeline/performance of indicators 

 

=> Detailed plan on the program to control and eventually 

eradicate FMD in the country or zone 

 





Linkages between the  

FMD PCP and OIE procedures and PVS tool 
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