INFORMATION NOTE FOR THE MEDIA
Global event to strengthen world food plant pact
Seventh Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture Meets in Sub-Saharan Africa: “2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the Role of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture”

30 October – 3 November 2017 | Kigali, Rwanda
We cannot take our food for granted. Far from it. For the first
time in a decade, the number of hungry in the world is rising due,
in part, to climate change and conflict. At the same time, the
world’s population is growing, while our natural sources for food
are diminishing. The good news is there are concrete efforts
afoot to reduce current impacts and prevent possible disasters
through the responsible management, use and sharing of the
benefits from the world’s life-giving food plants.
This is where the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture plays a pivotal role. Through this global
pact, member countries work together to conserve and sensibly
use the world’s limited precious plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture.
The Seventh Session of the Governing Body – the global policy
forum overseeing the International Treaty – will bring together
144 member nations, plus experts, observer countries, nongovernmental organizations, scientists and farmers’
representatives in Kigali from 30 October to 3 November 2017, to
take some important decisions to strengthen their pact and to
ensure that our children’s children can enjoy food and agriculture
nutrition originating from plants.

RESOURCES
Governing Body 7 website:
http://www.fao.org/planttreaty/seventh-governingbody/en/
International Treaty website:
http://www.fao.org/planttreaty/en/
FAO website: www.fao.org
FAO Africa website:
http://www.fao.org/africa/en/
FAO Rwanda website:
http://www.fao.org/rwanda/en/
FOLLOW ON TWITTER
@FAOknowledge, @FAOnews,
@FAOClimate, #ITPGRFA,
#FoodPlants, #GB7, #SDGs,
#PlantGeneticResources,
#EquityAndFoodForAll,
#InternationalTreaty, #PGRFA
PRESS ACCREDITATION
Advance accreditation prior to
the event is required.

80% of our plant food comes from just 64 crops
All countries are dependent on other countries for their food
crops and forages. Through the International Treaty, countries
work together to ensure the availability of the basic material
needed to grow food and cultivate agriculture. The number of
food and agriculture plants currently covered under the
International Treaty is limited to 64,* providing humans with 80%
of their food intake from plants. However, a number of key food
plants are yet to be included in this list, so that together,
countries can make sure that these resources will benefit us all,
not just today, but in the future. This will be a key point of
discussion during the Kigali session of the Governing Body.

Equity and Food for All.
Key participants include:





144 Contracting Parties, Farmers’ Organizations, NGOs,
Civil Society Organizations, etc.
H.E. José Graziano da Silva, Director-General, FAO (By
Video Message)
H.E. Geraldine Mukeshimana, Minister for Agriculture
and Animal Resources of Rwanda
René Castro-Salazar, Assistant Director-General, FAO

Please send scan of a valid press
card or letter of assignment on
company stationery, plus a valid
identification document with
photo.
 For International Media, send
to: pgrfa@fao.org
 For local media, send to:
teopista.mutesi@fao.org
To attend the Governing Body
Session, media must have these
materials for in-person
registration at the Kigali
Convention Centre.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Afshaan Shafi, FAO-International
Treaty: afshaan.shafi@fao.org
Teopista Mutesi, FAO-Rwanda:
teopista.mutesi@fao.org
FAO-Media Relations:
media@fao.org
(+39) 06 570 52469
(+39) 06 570 56343

Simultaneous translation into Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish, and Russian will be
provided during this session.

Where and when: 30 October – 3 November 2017 / Kigali Convention Centre, Kigali, Rwanda

* These include maize, rice, wheat, potato, cassava, sorghum and banana. For the current list, please see Annex 1
of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (http://www.fao.org/planttreaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/overview/en/).

