REFLECTIONS: LOCAL & COMMUNITY
PERSPECTIVES




INTRODUCTION

® How we define a community — scale,
economies, homogenous units

® Rural & Urban context — often not dissimilar
concerns

® “South African Country Report on Climate
Change” - 3 chapters devoted to impacts of

change on plant, animal and marine
diversity.

® Focus areas - Impact on agriculture,
rangelands, forestry, tourism, health, water
resources

® Spatial and Temporal scale of impacts
® How to inform communities and respond?




INTRODUCTION

Role as educator and researcher?

The United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals
and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Decline of habitats and functionality

Three key challenges:-

® Scale of information available, accessibility ‘and
dissemination

® Economic / political / social marginalisation

® Short- over long-term benefits — survival versus
sustainability
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