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Content 
 • C6.1. Legal protection of geographical indications

 • in addition, C3.1/C3.2 The code of Practice, and C3.3 Delimitation 
of the production territory 

Exercise 
 • E6.A. Topic 1. The various protection systems

 • E6.A. Topic 2. Role-playing: evaluating a registration application

Protection of GIs

This module is based on

Objectives of the session
 • to learn about the various legal systems available to protect GIs;

 • to learn about the advantages and disadvantages of each type of 
protection;

 • to understand the importance of a transparent, objective 
registration procedure:

 – to identify all the aspects to be taken into account in 
examining a registration application;

 – depending on the situation of the product and the power 
relations among the stakeholders concerned in the value 
chain, to be able to identify points of tension in the discussion 
of technical specifications;

 – to be capable of bringing experts into play in order to ensure 
proper examination of the application in the registration 
procedure.

T6.A

 • if possible, the legal texts in force in the country concerning GIs

 • marker and easel with large sheets of paper (paperboard) or a 
computer and projector

Time required 2h00
Materials required
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Two topics are addressed in this module.

 • Topic 1 covers the various legal systems and will need adaptation to the legal contexts of the 
participants.  In order to cover this very legal topic, individual reading and/or presentations are 
proposed, together with individual work or work in small groups.

 • Topic 2 concerns the evaluation of an application for protection and is covered through the use of role-
playing.

Approach   
Topic 1. The various protection systems

Note: The content of this part must be adapted to the specific legal context in which the training takes 
place.

 •  Presentation of the content of sheet C6.1, or a request to the participants to read chapter 5.1 of the 
guide (30 minutes).

 • An intellectual property expert should be asked to present the current legal system regarding the 
protection of terms and geographical indications. (If possible, legal texts should be made available to 
participants.) (30 minutes)

Topic 2. Evaluation of a registration application

There is no specific theoretical content for this topic, but it is useful to come back on the content of the 
code of practice (sheet C3.1/C3.2) as well the justification for the territory delimitation (C3.3) which are 
key elements to be assessed by public authorities. 

It will be very interesting to invite an expert involved in such assessment to be part of the session.  

Participatory activities
Topic 1. The various protection systems

Individually or in small groups of three or four people, participants should be asked to answer the 
questions in sheet E6.A. Topic 1. The various protection systems.

Topic 2. Evaluation of a registration application

1. Preparation: 

 • The participants should be divided into small groups of five or six people, each of the groups 
representing a national commission.

 • The scenario should be distributed and briefly explained to everybody (E6.A. Scenario).

 • Each group should receive the same application for dranas, composed of the “Summary of the PDO 
application for dranas” (E6.A. Summary application) and the “Code of practice for dranas PDO” (E6.A. 
Code of practice).

2. Implementation: 

The groups have 45 minutes to examine the application and note their initial conclusions.

After these 45 minutes, the objection cards should be handed out.

Methodology 

T6.A
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The groups have another 45 minutes to decide their position regarding these objections (in principle about 
15 minutes per objection).

3. Restitution:

Each group (or national commission) presents its conclusions in plenary session in 10 minutes. Differences 
among the groups are then discussed.

Ideally, a member of a national commission of the country or of another country is present and can react to 
the recommendations.

T6.A

Essential points to be highlighted
 • A number of different legal systems are possible in order to protect geographical indications, 

and producers must adapt to the system in force in the country.

 • With regard to all the systems, in view of the complexity (legal, commercial, agricultural, 
historical, technical aspects etc.) that can legitimize protection of a GI, it is advised that 
examination of an application for GI protection be carried out by a commission. This 
commission must be able to take up a position on the application by referring to the legal 
framework and encompassing all its complexity.


