Global forum on food security and nutrition

contributions to Discussion No. 63
(last update: 25 January 2011) 

From Repeated Crisis to Long Term Food Security
TABLE OF CONTENTS
3I.
INTRODUCTION OF THE TOPIC


4II.
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED


4Contribution by Kamrul Islam from the University of Naples, Italy


4Contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever from Canada


7Contribution by Salvatore Farfaglia from the Istituto Agronomico per l'Oltremare (IAO), Italy


7Contribution by Sobir from Indonesia


8Contribution by Jacques du Guerny


8Contribution by Sandra Baillieau (posted on the FAO Facebook page)


8Contribution by André le Roux, South Africa


9Contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever from Canada


10Contribution by Nwuzoma Promise Okorafor from the Centre for Health and Nutrition Promotion, Nigeria


10Response by Barbara Stocking


10Contribution by Joseph Opio-Odongo from Sustainable Development Services, Uganda


11Contribution by Themba Phiri


12Response by Barbara Stocking


12Contribution by Edgar Wabyona from Universita' degli Studi Roma Tre, Italy


13Response by Barbara Stocking


13Contribution by Catherine Robar from the Themba Development Project, Canada / South Africa


14Contribution by Lzzy Ibine from Nigerian Women Farmers Association, Nigeria


14Response by Barbara Stocking


15Contribution by Mahmud Duwayri from University of Jordan, Jordan


15Contribution by Edward  Mutandwa from RDA, Rwanda


15Contribution by Andrew MacMillan from Italy


17Response by Barbara Stocking


17Contribution by Kanchan Lama


18Response by Barbara Stocking


18Contribution by Raymond Erick Zvavanyange


18Contribution by Elly Pradervand from WWSF, Switzerland


19Response by Barbara Stocking


19Contribution by Bhubaneswor Dhakal from Nepal


21Contribution by Caroline Kayira-Kulemeka from the Fahamu Networks For Social Justice, Kenya


21Response by Barbara Stocking


21Contribution by Rahul Goswami from Resources Research & Communication, India


22Response by Barbara Stocking


22Contribution by Samuel Kouakou from the Ministry of Agriculture, Côte d'Ivoire


23Response by Barbara Stocking


23Contribution by Muhammad Shoaib Ahmedani from King Saud University,Saudi Arabia


24Contribution by KV Peter from the World Noni Research Foundation, India


24Contribution by Boubacar Amadou Kountche from France


25Contribution by Ravishankar Mantha from AgRisk Research Technology, India


25Contribution by Kwame Nsonamoah from the ECOWAS Youth and Citizens League, Ghana


28Contribution by George Kent from the University of Hawaii, USA


28Contribution by Elliot Vhurumuku from World Food Programme, Thailand


29Contribution by Moisés Gómez Porchini from Mexico


30Contribution by Gerardo Enrique Paniagua, Costa Rica


31Contribution by Angel Leyva Galán, INCA, La Habana Cuba


32Contribution by Stephen Adejoro from Zartech Limited, Nigeria


34Contribution by Peter Kingori from Kenya


35Contribution by Patrick N. Muiruri from Kenya


36Contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever from Canada


37Contribution by Adel Alsheraishabi from the Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries, the Sudan


37Contribution by Costas Apostolides, Cyprus


38Contribution by Ricardo Zepeda from CONGCOOP/IDEAR, Guatemala


39Response by Barbara Stocking




I. INTRODUCTION OF THE TOPIC
Dear Forum Members

Oxfam has been working in protracted crises for many years and recently participated in the Commission on World Food Security (CFS) on this issue.  We are working with others – particularly in the Horn of Africa and the Sahel - looking for creative solutions to the problems we face.  

How do we define protracted crises?  The SOFI report describes them rather well – they are not a series of one-off short-lived phenomena, and they are not temporary interruptions from which countries easily return to a path towards longer-term development. Rather they represent ongoing and fundamental threats to both lives and livelihoods, from which recovery may become progressively more difficult over time. 

In this unpredictable and unstable environment, it is necessary to build particularly resilient livelihoods.  In policy and programmatic terms, we know the solutions; they have been widely and regularly proposed in evaluations of regional responses:

1. Promotion of agricultural and rural livelihoods enabling people to adapt to the impacts of climate change, conflict and resource constraints. 
2. Social protection and disaster risk reduction programmes, which protect consumption and help promote more resilient livelihoods. 

3. Early intervention and early recovery in response to recurrent crises to help people protect and recover their livelihoods and limit the need for large scale life saving responses

4. Supporting local institutions and capacities that often remain resilient and adapt during protracted crises.

5. Promoting improved food security analysis and early warning 

But there seems to be a block; whilst progress is being made in some situations, and there certainly are examples of successful programming, results are not being seen at scale. And my fundamental question is: why is this not happening?

What are the barriers to effective programming in protracted crises?

1. Is it lack of detailed guidance at the operational level?  Some tools and guidance around their use – for example the IPC and the ‘decision flow tree’ for cash programming – have been very useful.  How can we develop a more advanced and varied programming toolbox to better address protracted crises?  What else do we need - for example, how do we incorporate protection in protracted crises, how do we mainstream disaster risk reduction etc? 

2. Is it limitations due to funding streams?  Flexible, multi-year, sophisticated responses are required, yet funding for such programmes is seldom available.  This may be due to donors’ lack of long-term commitment, or a rigid development/humanitarian approach which doesn’t fit the reality, or an unwillingness to take risks.  But are there good examples, where donors have developed appropriate funding mechanisms and procedures, which could serve as a model for others?  

3. Is it a lack of leadership at national level?  The CFS recently agreed that the UN should promote “better coordinated, multi-stakeholder participation in the development and implementation of country-led, comprehensive plans of action in a small number of countries affected by protracted crisis”.  What direction should this take, how can this be successful, and which countries should be chosen?   

Or perhaps there are other barriers.  I would appreciate your insights and I look forward to your contributions, a stimulating discussion and a creative search for solutions.

Barbara Stocking

Executive Director

Oxfam GB
II. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 
Contribution by Kamrul Islam from the University of Naples, Italy

Dear Members,

While we addressing the food security, we need to consider the scale of food insecurity, is that national, regional, local, community, family or a person. The ranking of vulnerability: Person> family> community> local>regional>national.

A women may have less food than other of her family members, a family may not have enough food comparing the community, a community can be a poor within a locality, and so on....

Food insecurity also has time dimension.

Some may vulnerable in winter or some may vulnerable in summer.

We can broadly categorize world populations into two: food secure or food insecure. The maximum percent of food security groups belongs to that who never engage in food production or even do not know how food is produced. The maximum percent of food insecurity groups belongs to that who directly engage in food production.

We must consider to find a way so that a vulnerable food producer can save own produced food for food security.

Thank you.

With best regards,

Md. Kamrul Islam

Dottoranda di Ricerca/PhD student

Università degli Studi di Napoli "Parthenope"/Parthenope University of Naples

Dipartimento di Scienze per l'Ambiente/Department of Sciences for the

Environment 

Centro Direzionale - Isola C4

80143 Napoli (Italy)

Contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever from Canada
I have some suggestions regarding the reasons why long term food security is a problematic objective.  I think the main reasons are not local but global.  They have to do with the fact that mankind and most of our global civilization is facing an imminent and momentous turning point.  There are a lot of reasons for this; in fact, a kind of perfect storm of impending catastrophic changes in the world.  They have to do with resource depletion on an unprecedented scale, climate change, and a human population in disastrous overshoot of long term carrying capacity.  These challenges are not only going to affect food security in emerging economies, but food security worldwide, in part because they will necessitate changes away from  "modern" industrial agriculture, away from the globalization of trade in commodities, and away from urbanization and possibly even away from general advance in human welfare.   

Development policies based on transitioning emerging economies towards greater interaction with global markets, use of chemicals in farming, use of antibiotics and intensive methods in livestock production, and more use of technology such as irrigation pumps run on petroleum or gas... all of these will become of questionable utility over the next decade as world economic activity contracts.  On the other hand, strategies emphasizing localization of food production and distribution, simple technologies, organic and ecologically integrated management, high diversity of both food crops and animals, as well as preservation of wilderness and local wetlands, will all strengthen local resiliency.  Support for smaller and more traditional local organization of subsistence activities would be perhaps more advisable than schemes to develop production for global markets.  given that most transportation of commodities today is done using oil-powered ships and airplanes, it is perhaps wise to consider the markets so accessed to be risky in the coming decades. 

Furthermore, policies which attend to food security and health, without addressing population issues, are likely to be doomed to failure in the long term.  Economic growth leading to expansion of employment opportunities in towns and cities will no longer be an option for relieving population pressure in the countryside.  In fact, urban centres in many parts of the world (including the industrialized countries) will likely contract in size.  Unemployment levels will soar.  

These may seem to be outrageous predictions, but they are not.  They are fully supported by a wide variety of data from many different fields.  I will try to summarize the implications of these in the following essay. 

Humanity's Present Predicament - Limitations to Economic Growth and Population Growth 

The "growth" paradigm is currently considered unassailable: no politician would be elected without at least paying lip service to it. It is of course a cultural paradigm, perhaps the key paradigm in the current global economic culture, that is going to have to be challenged during the coming contraction. 

 

Since the financial shenanigans "creating wealth" are currently largely based on speculation about increasing prices, many will continue to profit as scarcity drives prices through various rooftops. About three billion people may starve over the coming few decades while a small global elite gets even richer. And they will use every trick in the book, and every ounce of force at their disposal, to guard their profits. 

 

During the Weimer Republic, amazing amounts of money flowed out of Germany into Swiss banks. Meanwhile my great grandmother pawned her engagement diamond to buy enough food for her daughter's wedding day. I am wearing her gold ring, with its empty setting, as I type this. 

 

We have been long hoodwinked into believing that a country's businesses must be supported because they "create jobs". This is a lie. A country's resources create jobs, by making it possible for some people to live by harvesting resources of timber, metals, minerals, oil, coal, furs, fish, potash, water, food and drugs (grown by mining the fertility of soil), animals (grown by consuming the energy captured in plants from sunshine), and so on. Others can live off the profits from transporting these resources to their "markets", and manufacturers by processing these resources into "products" for distribution to "consumers"... it is a long chain of skimming that results in the eventual costs to the consumer... but it begins with RESOURCES. Business is as dependent on those resources as everyone else, and it is the resources that set the whole chain in motion. 

 

The resources are running out. When the fish stocks in the ocean have finished their current precipitous collapse, there will be no more jobs for fishermen, and no amount of cash thrown at businesses involved in the "supply" chain set in motion by marine fishing will save them or the jobs they "create". When decline in our various oil fields reach the point when more energy must be expended than we get out of the ground, oilfield jobs will disappear, along with the oil companies that currently "produce" oil and "create" oilfield jobs. When the levels of remaining top soil reach the point when no further cultivation and crop production can be supported, farmers will lose their "jobs", as will the whole range of businesses that currently deal in moving cereal crops, fruits and vegetables, livestock feeds, and all sorts of processed foods through the system toward the consumers. 

 

Economic growth is only possible when population growth meets a large and relatively cheap resource base. That was the case for the past three centuries due to the "discovery" of whole continents that were much less intensively exploited and populated than much of Eurasia, a process that unleashed a veritable tsunami of innovation in transportation and capital investment in businesses to organize the harvesting of the resource bonanza that this created. In the past century, this process was given a tremendous booster shot of energy in the form of fossil fuels. 

 

It was a heady time for making prodigious amounts of money off a veritable mountain of resources. And it created lots of jobs and businesses. It fueled an exponential rise in European populations, and this spilled outward to colonize the world, filling newly created jobs everywhere. 

 

William Catton called this "the Age of Exuberance", and it was. It created the biggest middle class (people with jobs good enough to live better than the elites of Rome). It created the British Empire, and then, the American "century". It also underwrote the costs of an unprecedented explosion of education, the "arts", medicine, sanitation, farming, scientific discovery, criminal activity, and technological innovation. It made possible the biggest urban centers in the history of the world. It also set off a flood of investment and development assistance to bring the "benefits of western know how" to the rest of the world, including those places where various businesses were still busy extracting various resources. And populations all around the globe entered an unprecedented orgy of exponential growth. Some observers of the human condition issued warnings about the potential for overshoot of carrying capacity, beginning with Thomas Malthus and more recently Albert Bartlett, but during an age of continual growth and "progress", all such gloomy prognostications were not just ignored, they were ridiculed. 

 

But it is over now. The whole world economy is essentially mucking about the cratered pit, which is all that is left of that resource mountain. Sure, there are still small piles of stuff left here and there, and there is some confusion going on, because some of the resources are renewable piles, created by the life processes of the planet's ecosystem, but these are being scooped up too fast and too thoroughly to keep up with the voracious demands of the "supply chains" feeding them into the maw of a still growing human population and its civilization. 

 

Even the very soils that supply much of food grown for humans are thinning, degraded by wind and water erosion at horrific rates. This has accelerated in recent decades due to the very system of modern agriculture that has been tweaked and goaded a hundred ways to try to keep up with population growth. Of course it has been to no avail, as world hunger has always been a moving target, since it is due to poverty (increased socio-economic stratification). But since modern commercial agriculture has become an increasingly profitable business it HAS succeeded in pushing the global farming system to the point where it now occupies almost every square kilometer of arable land on the planet, clearing 90% of the forests and prairies of the Americas and Eurasia for crops and livestock production (and now bearing down on South America and Africa). 

 

We are out time, and nearly out of resources. Soon, the bulk of the world's current crop of humanity will find that no amount of money will be enough to buy food, and food will become the "new money". Since the bulk of humanity will not have access to much of either currency, I suppose this will hardly matter. 

 

After that, the paradigm of growth will likely be dropped from most human cultural systems where it is currently operating. So, sadly but perhaps wisely, will the paradigm of endless and inevitable progress. 

 

Nothing is going to bring back the resource mountain or prevent a lot of deaths from starvation if a global economic collapse occurs. Breaking the power of the financial elites and forcing a redistribution of wealth is also a romantic idea, but even that is unlikely to stop young people from having babies anytime soon. Find out how many of the world's people are just entering their prime reproductive years right now. Even if each young women has only one child... well, do the math. And people, even faced with great catastrophe, often draw great comfort from the news that there is a baby on the way. Haiti is currently in the midst of a baby boom, I understand. 

 

Don't get me wrong, I'm not knocking hope. Hope is a precious thing. Sometimes it is the only thing left standing when people have lost everything. Without hope, there is no comfort in courage. 

 

The problem is, ultimately, population overshoot, not human greed or evil. And unless we admit that truth, there is no comfort anywhere, I think. Nor any point in hoping for a better tomorrow. Somehow, we humans are going to have to summon all the hope and courage we can muster to create a future world our descendants can survive in. Maybe we can begin by telling our children the truth, which means blowing that myth of infinite growth and progress out of the water, publicly, and often, every chance we get. And teaching them to use birth control. 

Helga

Contribution by Salvatore Farfaglia from the Istituto Agronomico per l'Oltremare (IAO), Italy
Dear Barbara and colleagues,

My personal opinion is that the resources made available in cooperation should be harmonized and instead continue to be spent in the field, often fragmented, proposing projects and programs that are contrary to each other.

This is especially true when you realize that within those organizations belonging to a single brain, there is often lack of dialogue and exchange of information.

The "country - led" approach is possible when and where there is a non-corrupted political environment that wants to act on behalf of the people, but as you well know this is very rare to find in developing countries. 

Then the role of cooperators should be to facilitate the approach between public institutions and people but organizations at this point too often tend to substitute them for the official institutions contributing significantly to increasing the lack of confidence of citizens in local politicians.

A solution could be to create a package of actions that take into account the cultural contexts, the market laws and the politics of each country or region or community, trying to involve all stakeholders together to offer a complete product that addresses all the issues simultaneously without unnecessary waste of energy and resources and above all that appeals to more local institutions involvement.

But you know better than me: first you need to defeat the desire to excel who lives in every man!

Sincerely I believe small-scale projects to be the most effective ones that actually change people's lives, but my assertion is based on my personal views and experiences.

Let me give a little criticism: do not think it's easy to understand the needs of people from a 5-star hotel.

Thanks for the insights you offer, it is important to keep asking these questions.

Best wishes

Salvatore FARFAGLIA
Contribution by Sobir from Indonesia

Dear All
I think there are 6 approaches should be implemented:

1. Technology development

2. Social engineering for technology adoption, not merely extensions activity. But culture and habit changes as well. This factor may be the most tedious stage

3. Infrastructure establishment

4. Water sources conservation

5. National level leadership

6. International collaboration
Regards

Sobir 
Indonesia
Contribution by Jacques du Guerny

Following the contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever : FAO, rather than abolishing its Population programme should strengthen it ! Cassandra had the gift of telling the future, but in exchange nobody listened to her! In the old debate between Condorcet and Malthus, people find it more comfortable to take the side of Condorcet and just bet on technical solutions and magical bullets. These provide the excuse for unsustainable agriculture practices, maybe just like one talks about “voodoo economics”, one should coin the expression “voodoo agriculture”! The problem is there is no incentive to seriously do something about the “long term”, but as the economist Das Gupta points out, the future ends up by becoming the present!
Contribution by Sandra Baillieau (posted on the FAO Facebook page) 
The work you do is excellent, if we do not always see the results it may be due to the fact that it is a process with many actors and with everyone having his influence. Perhaps communication campaigns targeted at different levels would help cultural awareness. Congratulations for your work!

Spanish original

La tarea que hacen es excelente, si no se ven resultados a escala tal vez se deba a que se trata de un proceso con muchos actores y todo influye. Tal vez campañas de comunicación dirigidas a los diferentes planos culturales ayudaría a tomar conciencia. Felicitaciones por su trabajo!

Contribution by André le Roux, South Africa
Dear Barbara Stocking,

Your posting of this topic is most thought provoking. Poverty, hunger and malnutrition are interrelated and originate from a diverse set of aspects to be considered. The most basic is the natural resources available for the production of food and the sustainable utilisation thereof. Conflict in countries in protracted crisis is a major contributing factor. Inappropriate government policies and strategies, as well as the lack of will by governments to ensure sustainable utilisation of natural resources, the resolving of conflicts and the introduction of long term measures aimed at optimum food security and nutrition at individual, family, community, local, regional and national level are underlying the extent and duration of protracted crisis. This multidimensional problem, situated within a specific social, economic and political sphere, makes up an integral part in any development programme. From this it follows that the responses highlighted by you must be included in every country’s national poverty, food and nutrition policy and strategy on a multidisciplinary basis to ensure maximum cooperation in addressing them more effectively
1.
Is it lack of detailed guidance at the operational level? Common formula for addressing poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition do not exist and recognition must be given to the fact that each country is an entity in its own right and, with its own political-economic system and socio-cultural values, unique solutions have to be found to address those problems. The complexity of responses therefore requires a multi-sectoral approach in detailed guidance at operational levels. 
2
Is it limitations due to funding streams? Since the World Food Conference held in Rome during 1974, participating governments committed themselves time and again to ensure optimum food security and nutrition by the implementation of appropriate policies and strategy. They further undertake to participate in alleviating hunger where-ever it occurs either by monetary or in kind contributions. These commitments are not enforceable and it seems that very little materialise from such commitments. However, in view of the shrinking global economy and the commitment of governments of highly developed countries to costly projects of low social and economic impact, it is to be expected that funding streams became limited.

Whilst on the topic of funding, I am perturbed about the number of national and international organisations involved in the alleviation of poverty, hunger, malnutrition and other initiatives to assist the underprivileged, each with its own agenda and administration. Would it not be to the benefit of ensuring funding streams if they make public the percentage of their income spend on administration and on the furtherance of their objectives? There is a notion that the cost of their administration outweighs the amount available for achieving their goals. 

3.
 Is it a lack of leadership at national level? Tribal, ethnic, traditional, and to some extent, religious differences in Africa play a role in leadership at national level to some extent. Many international borders in Africa cut through traditional land, dividing tribes into two or more sections, and forcing them into contact with other tribes and traditions. As democracy is not yet grasped in all its consequences by the indigenous people of Africa, this cohabitation of different tribes and traditions often leads to conflict resulting in protracted crisis. This is even more so in the case where national leadership consists entirely or mainly of members of the majority or dominant tribe. I agree with Salvatore Farfaglia’s (previous contributor, Ed.) remark: “The ‘country – led’ approach is possible when and where there is a non-corrupted political environment that wants to act on behalf of the people, but as you well know this is very rare to find in developing countries.” The solution put forward by him is commendable only where national, provincial/regional and local/community governments have a non-discriminatory approach towards a diverse population composition (tribal, ethnic, religious, etc.). 

In conclusion I wish to applaud the contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever (previous contributor, Ed.) on what the food and nutrition situation would be in future if the required steps are not taken to avoid a catastrophe in the not too distant future. These are my sentiments exactly. I also studied the debate on population growth from the Copenhagen Briefing Notes and in particular the paper by Duncan Green, Head of Research at Oxfam “Does climate change requires women in poor countries to stop ‘popping them out’?” It is my considered opinion that population growth should figure in medium to long term food and nutrition policies, strategies and plans.

From this perspective I would like to draw attention to the negative impact that protracted crisis have on economic activities of more opulent countries as a result of refugees and illegal immigrants spilling over international borders to ensure their survival, as is currently the case in South Africa.

André le Roux

South Africa
Contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever from Canada
I have recently received news from Danielle Nierenberg from the The Worldwatch Institute who is launching a book based on food security research all over the world. She has made the first chapter available: 

http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/Protracted_crisis/State_of_the_World_2011.pdf
There are some grounds for cautious optimism in the innovation seen among millions of people trying to sustain subsistence economies throughout the world. However, while the book frequently addresses climate change and problems of soil and fresh water depletion, it does not deal very much at all with the question of population control; nor does it tackle the implications of declining energy supplies from fossil fuels, especially the fact that we have now entered a "post-peak oil" decline. 
Regards, Helga

Contribution by Nwuzoma Promise Okorafor from the Centre for Health and Nutrition Promotion, Nigeria

Dear Moderator,

Thanks for the good work you are doing. On the topic under discussion, I think the major cause of food insecurity especially in developing countries and particularly in Africa is poor political will. African Heads of State some years ago met in Abuja Nigeria, and agreed to allocate 15% of their annual budgets to Agriculture yet every year none of them budgets up to 10% to Agriculture, and where it is allocated, it is only on paper and never released. When the allocated money is released it is vired for some other sinister purposes or totally lost on transit, from the releasing Ministry to the implementing or spending Ministry, Department or Agency. Ear-marked projects in the budgets are never "eye-marked" on ground. Projects are repeated year in year out without execution.

Thus in addition to poor political will, other constraints include: corruption, lack of visionary leadership, misplacement of priorities and lack of understanding of the inter-phase between poverty and hunger and malnutrition. Many governments want to take care of poverty without tackling the problem of food insecurity and inadequate nutrition. A hungry and malnourished population is of course a prescription for weak productivity, poor growth and development.

Adequate funds should be allocated to agriculture and effectively utilised for same. Civil society must be sensitized and mobilized to monitor agricultural projects implementation. Civil society should no longer look the other side while the ruin goes on in government offices and our food supply continues to slide down the drain/slope. And the media should also be coopted in this struggle and advocacy  for food security and adequate nutrition.

Thank you.

Nwuzoma Promise Okorafor

Executive Director

Centre for Health and Nutrition Promotion (CHANP)

Lagos, Nigeria

Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Nwuzoma,

I believe you’ve highlighted a critical point – the role of civil society and media. Even well-resourced, capable governments in established democracies need to be encouraged to design and deliver sound policies by civil society actors, with the media playing an essential monitoring role. The challenges facing most developing governments makes civil society participation all the more necessary. This needn’t proceed on the basis of confrontation: constructive analysis and the highlighting of problems are essential for progress in any field. However, you need strong, independent media organisations able to inform affected communities, their advocates, and wider civil society in order to achieve that. At the same time civil society advocates need to understand how best to inform the media of complex issues and collaborate effectively with them.

Contribution by Joseph Opio-Odongo from Sustainable Development Services, Uganda

Dear All, 

Although I endorse the definition of protracted crisis in the SOFI report, I would like to argue that of the five solutions that have often been proposed, chief among them is solution number 4, i.e., supporting local institutions and capacities. In the absence of strong local institutions, the application of the other solutions would not yield sufficiently the expected outcomes. Indeed, solution 4 should include the establishment/strengthening regional institutions and capacities, given that some of the crises are trans-boundary.

I would want to argue further that in the wake of modernization in poor communities, there has been some considerable perversion of traditional institutions that previously ensured some degree of resilience. Unless alternative modern institutions are enabled to perform optimally, adaptation during crises will continue to be a serious problem. Creative support to local institutions and capacities may have to focus on issues of fostering visionary, democratic and accountable leadership at local and national levels; empowering communities to engage in participatory planning and decision making; and encouraging external partners to facilitate rather than direct the process institutional and capacity building for resilience. There may also be possibilities of coupling traditional and modern institution in enhancing local capacities for resilience.

 

Regarding the three possible barriers to effective response to crises, I consider the lack of leadership at the national level (and also regional level) fundamental. In my view, in the absence of effective leadership, increased funding and availability of sophisticated guidance tools would be of no consequence. Strong leadership has to be coupled with strong institutions that are capable of: a) strategically embedding preventive development in policy, planning and budgeting; b) empowering communities for effective participatory planning and decision making; c) mobilizing additional external funding and ensuring transparency and accountability in fund management. Given the trans-boundary nature of some of the crises, enhancing leadership and institutional capacities for collective actions through existing regional institutions such as the regional economic communities in Africa would be useful.

 

The issue of donor funding streams should be discussed in conjunction with national/regional funding streams. The desired flexible and multi-year modality should apply to both national/regional and donor funds. The present Joint Assistance Strategy (JAS) provides a modality that could be explored in evolving the flexible and multi-year funding modality. Ideally, donor funding should become supplementary in the medium term. Current overdependence on external funding is a big risk! 

Joseph Opio-Odongo

Director, Sustainable Development Services (SDS)

Kampala, Uganda
Contribution by Themba Phiri

Food security is a complex Subject. Most of the countries in Africa are suffering from food insecurity this is exacerbated by the fact that as development practitioners, we are failing to address the issue of producing food at household level, community level and commercial farming respectively. Most of the agricultural extension programs fall short in addressing crop production principles, for example the extension farmer ratios  in other countries is so big that one farmer will tell you that in his or her life time he has never seen an extension worker in his area, and this instance this leads to farmers producing less for the household. Most of the subject matter specialists who should be technical backstopping the extension personnel in the field do not reach these areas and few innovations are passed on. The issue of women in development is very contentious, most of the farmers in the rural Africa are women, but very little attention in terms of skills transfer is paid to this particular audience. We need to have programs that are driven by our women farmers, because they are the ones who sow, weed, agro-process and more. We cannot wrap this subject by not talking about climate change. Climate change has been a topic that has graced many forums but very little of this information is passed to the poor farmer in the rural areas, for instance farmers do not know when to plant, harvest and save water due to the changing climate conditions, the question who is going to tell this poor audience that rainfall patterns have changed, who is going to warn the farmers about the potential hazards of flooding, all this points to food insecurity. The most precarious issue is of the provision of inputs such as seed and fertilizers. Most of the farmers do not have cash to purchase inputs it is with this background that the subjects of seed multiplication and no tillage practises should be promoted at all levels to address food security issues.

 

Thanks you very much

 

Regards

Themba Phiri
Response by Barbara Stocking
Dear Themba,
I agree with you that within this highly complex topic, the issue of women in development has been given insufficient attention, and not only in terms of skills transfer. Women produce most of the world’s food yet control a tiny fraction of agricultural land and resources. Alongside other organisations, Oxfam has been working for many years to change this, supporting women farmers with direct assistance as well as rights-based advocacy. 

I agree with you about the importance of addressing climate change issues. However, although you are right to suggest many farmers lack certain kinds of information about climate change, in our experience, we often find that they are the first to know about its effects such as changing rainfall patterns because they are directly affected. Similarly, the challenge of climate change adaptation hits them first. In some countries where Oxfam works, farming communities have been adapting to climate change for generations, well before any of us in development fora knew it was happening. The question therefore, is how to bring the experience and the science together effectively, so that, for example, farmers are given information and assistance for planting drought-resistant crop varieties or better water resource management techniques (as another contributor, Catherine Robar of the Themba Development Project Canada, suggests).

Contribution by Edgar Wabyona from Universita' degli Studi Roma Tre, Italy
Dear all, i have found the propositions on this issue very stimulating and insightful. And i do concur that assuring food security in protracted crises has proved challenging but yet not unattainable. In my view, we need to get back to the basics and formulate practical solutions. 

Ofcourse, it would be in everyone's interest to have cooperative governments that engage in active solution finding and follow existing programmes in which case country-led initiatives would thrive, as well as willing donors to facilitate medium to long term development projects. Unfortunately, time tells us that, for some reasons, this is not always possible. And so we need to appreciate that we operate with a limited resource envelope which can only achieve so much.

By far, we have failed to overcome some of the most fundamental issues relevant to development programming - joint programming! In many of these countries, there is extensive duplication of programmes because actors choose to work singly. At best, you have scattered success stories that really don't change the aggregate picture significantly. Were these resources pooled together, a much bigger result would be obtained. Attempts at collaboration among organizations (including governments)rarely translate into tangible results on the ground mostly because this concept is introduced too late in the process such that individual actors already have plans to adhere to and any changes would easily be perceived as underperformance on their part.

The proven potential for community led initiatives to sustainably revive food security after crises has not really been harnessed. Development actors, in practice, often prefer the top down approach and at best interact with (political) leaders to obtain a representative opinion which evidently doesn't always work. Needless to say, the idea that the beneficiaries may have a different opinion is largely sidelined.

Food security is hinged on food availability, access, utilization and stability. In protracted crises, we necessarily need to address food availability and access that come under attack. Unfortunately, people simultaneously lose the ability and incentive to participate In agriculture because of the dynamic nature of the environment (natural and political) and the fact that there are virtually no monetary proceeds from the harvest (if any). The very fact that their food supply was curtailed by whatever crises they were undermines each person's willingness to engage in the same activities as a natural learning process.It is not surprising therefore that during the recovery period, a significant majority of the populace may opt for the more rewarding cash crops or move in search of better opportunities that will grant them economic access to food. This is not sustainable because at aggregate level it translates into a decreasing food supply and corresponding increase in prices. Thus there is need for region specific measures to deliberately stimulate agricultural production that would potentially jointly address people's need for economic well being.

These, and many other issues need to be addressed if we are to move from repeated crises to long term food security. 

Thank you
Edgar Wabyona

Universita' degli studi, Roma Tre
Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Edgar,
Your point about resources is an important one. It’s not a simple picture of few resources backing a few successes – food security funding for the Horn of Africa trebled in the past decade. However, the question is not just about having sufficient resources but also about the having appropriate resources. For example, although flexible, multi-year programme strategies appear essential for good programming by aid agencies in protracted crisis, funding for such programmes is seldom available.  Innovative livelihoods programming that goes beyond food distribution or seeds and tools provision may involve risks that many donors are unwilling to take. Moreover, as you say, the potential for community-led initiatives to revive food security after crises has not been harnessed – and that aid actors, in practice, often prefer the top down approach. When you put all of these factors together, the frequent result is business-as-usual programming.  

Contribution by Catherine Robar from the Themba Development Project, Canada / South Africa

In response to the comment made earlier by Themba Phiri, I have to first thank Mr. Phiri for making what I felt was a very honest and heartfelt statement. I work in two communities in South Africa, one in the Western Cape and one in the Transkei region and what I have seen is that support is not being given to the very people who are most at risk to climate change. In the case of South Africa, rain patterns have been changing rapidly yet information and education is not making it to the people on a wide scale level. I feel that before any other need be addressed the first and foremost project should be to address the lack of water facing so many communities in Africa and beyond. My recommendation would be to spend more resources on the research and development of new water collection methods and to teach these methods throughout South Africa and beyond so that they can be implemented in every community. For example, a process called Fog/Cloud harvesting has already been tested in a few areas of South Africa and has been found to drastically improve a communities access to clean water by collecting water droplets from fog and clouds which pass by. Despite this finding the majority of people are still not aware of this procedure. More about this can be found here http://www.stanford.edu/~cbauburn/basecamp/dschool/homeproject/fog_harvesting.pdf 
Regards,

Catherine Robar

Canada/South Africa

Founding Director

The Themba Development Project
Contribution by Lzzy Ibine from Nigerian Women Farmers Association, Nigeria
Dear All

Food security is the availability and provision of adequate food with the right quality and enough calories for growth in children, nourishment in adults, sustainable for the sick and aged, for both the rich and poor at a reasonable cost, available at a considerate distance where the sick and healthy can access during farming session harvest, summer, winter autumn all through the year. Our consideration will be, is this an utopia in the case of Africa. 

Basically food security is not done on pages of news papers or in posh offices. Food security is rather achieved by a collective will of stakeholders, and absolute commitment to the task of food production. Backed by right political will and enforced by adequate human development and capital funding aimed at achieving a pragmatic policy and effective application of resources. Comparing our test case, we are far from achieving food security; also the issue of the value chain and harvest loss creates a wide gap between production and availability. In summary, we are paying lip service to the issue of food security until we address this burning issues. Using the right people to deliver. Government should concentrate on provision of enabling environment and jettison inconsistency in policies and imposition of leadership in agriculture so that the best hands can emerge. 

Lzzy Ibine (mrs)
National President
Nigerian Women Farmers Association
Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Lzzy,
I think you’re right to strongly underline the need for practical action based on sufficient political will, a pragmatic policy and effective application of resources – and I share your frustration that too often, we seem to be far from that situation. Sometimes, the challenges can seem extremely daunting, especially in conflict contexts such as Somalia or Yemen, or in complex emergencies such as in Darfur and DRC. 
However, it can useful to remind ourselves of the successful cases where people’s food security has been improved, sometimes through innovative, collaborative action. Some of these are local scale successes that provide lessons and inspiration for potential larger scale national programmes. In some cases, however, governments have taken For example, Oxfam and Concern are jointly running the Nairobi urban cash transfer programme (using a mobile phone network) for the most vulnerable urban informal settlement dwellers. The programme is just one year old but already it has prevented households resorting to negative coping strategies (such as prostitution, crime, and child labour), seen school enrolment rise, and stimulated micro-enterprises such as retailing and food services. 
In some cases, governments themselves have taken significant steps to address extreme poverty and related consequences such food insecurity. Andrew MacMillan in Italy writes in his contribution that Brazil has shown through its “Bolsa Familia” scheme that it is possible to achieve rapid and widespread reductions in hunger and malnutrition, while also stimulating economic growth amongst poor communities. Safety nets in countries such as Ethiopia and Kenya have also achieved some significant successes – although across Africa, the challenging political environment, and conflict, has often hindered the development and sustainability of such efforts. East Africa has also seen some improved funding disbursement mechanisms that allow aid agencies to respond to urgent needs more quickly. Clearly, there’s a long way to go and many challenges to face but these examples of successful practical actions should give us hope.
Contribution by Mahmud Duwayri from University of Jordan, Jordan
I agree that the three reasons listed contribute to ineffective programming. However I feel that lack of real leadership at the national level is of great concern. We need to work on solving this problem and it should receive more attention at all levels. Human and capacity development of this element is needed. Therefore we have to design educational programs that include the importance of food security and how to combat the problems leading to food insecurity.

Food security topics or courses should be included in the primary and secondary education. University programs, either research or academic should be created in the universities and these programs should be multi disciplinary. Graduates of those programs can help change the attitudes in the society towards food security and will help the society to focus on how to solve the problems facing them. More efforts and resources should be spent by the national governments and various donors  on developing this capacity and I feel education will be a vehicle to help in this direction.

Prof. Mahmud Duwayri
University of Jordan

Contribution by Edward  Mutandwa from RDA, Rwanda

Dear Forum Colleagues,

 

Let me start by thanking all forum members for their significant contributions on this critical topic. Whilst the five strategies that have been pointed out by Barbara are not disputable, we need to look at specific issues related to each point. In any situation of protracted crisis, governments must take the leading role because it is one of their social functions.  But because of limited funds they may not be able to effectively respond to all challenges that come with crisis scenarios. It becomes expedient for them to create an enabling environment (policies) and institutions where NGOs and private sector come in to help (Joseph Opio-Odongo and Phiri). Is it possible to create self sustaining institutions without incentives? I think this is why many of them disappear once external assistance ends. Local institutions such as CBOs are the local drivers of change in rural areas. I agree that the issue of coordination is important because of the incessant problem of duplication leading to inefficient interventions.  Strengthening livelihoods is important but question is how? One way of ensuring that livelihoods are resilient is to ensure that local communities are actively involved in setting their own priorities. There is also need to diversify rural livelihoods. It is clear that with increasing population pressure and climate risks, it will not be possible to rely solely on monocropped agriculture. Rather rural communities must gravitate towards embracing other non-farm activities. A lot of education is also important (Catherine Robar) since it helps in the diffusion of efficient technologies in response to crises. I know of cases where farmers have been resisting new drought resistant varieties which where introduced because of climate change. They only accepted after some education especially through local opinion leaders.   

Thanking you,

 

Edward Mutandwa

RDA, Rwanda

Contribution by Andrew MacMillan from Italy
As Barbara points out, there is a huge gap between our knowledge of what needs to be done and what is actually happening. Sadly, this is true of so much work that relates to the reduction of chronic hunger and malnutrition. In this context, I would like to make 3 sets of observations:

A Need for Effective Public Education on Chronic Hunger

I am always surprised at the huge contrast between the generosity of public responses to food emergency situations and the general lack of popular interest in issues relating to chronic hunger. Part of it is clearly attributable to the greater visibility of many emergency situations vis-à-vis the kind of hunger that occurs behind closed doors, which is highly relevant now that TV is the main means of communicating news. But it may also be related to immediacy and especially to scale. How else can one explain the contrast between the immense world-wide interest in the fate of 33 miners in Chile, and the general apathy towards the millions of people who have lost all their possessions and livelihoods in Pakistan?  Perhaps the sheer magnitude of the latter is overwhelming. And the idea that almost one billion people are needlessly hungry is impossible for most people to grasp. It is much easier to come to grips with the rescue of even just 1 miner.   

As the focus shifts from responding to repeated emergencies to creating societies that are more resilient to shocks, we seem bound to run into the same kind of diminishing commitment, in spite of all the arguments that we might advance about improved efficiency and impact. This is likely to persist until we succeed in building up a much higher level of “public consciousness” about the scale and human impact of chronic hunger and malnutrition, and have this reflected in stronger calls on governments to act (for the scale of interventions needed transcends what NGOs can reasonably be expected to handle). 

I believe that we (international institutions, INGOs etc) have been extraordinarily incompetent in promoting public understanding of the chronic hunger problem. First, we have failed to persuade people that it is a readily soluble problem. Secondly, we have usually portrayed it as an issue of insufficient food production rather than one of enabling adequate access to food. Thirdly we have failed to explain the huge benefits, not only to the affected families and communities, but to society at large, that will result from hunger eradication. We have also failed to put forward robust arguments to refute the frequent but spurious contention that direct measures to reduce hunger (for example through predictable cash transfers to the extremely poor) create dependencies.

One reason for this failure is that many institutions try to “play the hunger card” to gain support for the pursuit of their own narrow interests – whether the creation of GMOs, the sale of fertilizers or the promotion of fortified foods – and bring it into disrepute.

(Last year, in the run up to the WFS and the CFS reform process, I explored with a number of international NGOs the possiblility of combining forces in a global public education campaign aimed at building public support for moves towards hunger eradication. While the concept was agreed upon in principle at the “working level”, sadly, when it came to translating this into seeking management approval for joint action, support melted away – and we continue to see these NGOs acting more or less independently in their policy advocacy work: they may, by acting in this way, gain visibility but lose the potential of a massive impact that can only come from speaking with a single voice).

Under-Recognition of the Essential Role of Social Protection in Hunger Reduction (especially in repeated emergencies)

There has been considerable resistance on the part of governments (including major donors) to the inclusion of social protection measures within hunger reduction programmes. Sometimes this is because of perceptions of non-affordability and, in other cases, - as hinted above – out of concern over creation of dependencies. Neither are justified. As Brazil is showing through the “Bolsa Familia” component of the Zero Hunger Programme, it is possible to bring about very rapid drops in hunger and malnutrition, affordably and on a vast scale, and at the same time stimulate economic growth where it is most needed – in the poorest communities. And, by enabling people through their better nutrition to become stronger and healthier, the programme has increased labour force participation amongst its beneficiaries. Those who make the “dependency” claim fail to recognize that no state of dependence can be greater than that of a mother who does not know how she will feed her children tomorrow.

When social protection programmes are in place on a national scale, they provide a general increase in resilience to shocks because they guarantee a floor income for all very poor families, reducing the need for selling off productive assets or for displacement in search of food. Allowances can also be readily adjusted upwards at critical times to mitigate the impact of location-specific emergencies (e.g. floods, volcanic eruptions etc) because the institutions are already in place to administer the assistance. 

The Artificial Institutional Divide between Development and Humanitarian Assistance

While there is a good deal of lip-service paid to the concept of a “continuum” between emergency assistance, recovery and development, most of the responsible institutions – national and international – continue to operate separately and, often, rivalrously especially in relation to funding. This applies also within FAO, where separate services are responsible for “emergency” and “food security”. This is an issue of institutional culture that cannot readily be solved, but needs to be in the interests of those who face daily hunger. There is an urgent need to “knock heads together” on this!

Andrew MacMillan 

Formerly FAO 

Italy 

Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Andrew,
It is, unfortunately, true that media coverage plays a huge and often distorting role in determining the level and nature of international attention to different crises around the world – though we shouldn’t forget the often positive role that media organisations can play in highlighting emergencies as well as presenting complex information more succinctly and compellingly than aid experts can often manage themselves.

Some aid actors – and I would genuinely put Oxfam at the forefront in this particular sphere – have recognised the need to invest in their media and communication capacity in order to work with journalists more effectively. This in itself can be controversial: INGOs investing in advocacy and media capacity instead of direct spending on people in need. However, I believe you’re right to suggest that the aid sector as a whole needs to improve how it communicates complex information more effectively. 

Promoting public understanding of chronic hunger brings particular challenges. For example, at a basic level, anything that is chronic by definition ceases to be news, making it more difficult to attract media attention in a world of competing news priorities. This leads to situations where the public and media focus on food insecurity tends to follow new, acute, life-threatening crises. Additionally, the dominant form of news medium in most parts of the world – television – also tends to be the one most resistant to in-depth analysis (although development actors must still find a way to deal with that challenge). 

Your point about challenging spurious criticisms of some forms of aid such as cash transfers is also valid and I would add that development actors need to become more proactive in defending good aid practices generally – something my Oxfam colleagues and I have been paying more attention to in recent times. Finally, I think both your points about the benefits of social protection and the persistent conceptual divide between humanitarian and development thinking are well made – though I do see some gradual movement amid efforts at various levels trying to bridge that divide.

Contribution by Kanchan Lama 

Dear Moderator,

Taking an opportunity to share my views on the "barriers", I would like to share my experiences on factors as follows:

Lack of political commitments at the levels of policy makers to adhere to the people's demands 

Lack of strong organizations of grassroots people to claim appropriate implementation of promises and government plans 

Lack of functional coordination among the donors, government and civil society organizations to address food security issues as a primary poverty reduction strategy 

Absence of capacity of the implementers to design, implement and monitor gender and poverty sensitive policies and strategies in its dimensions related to food security 

In countries like Nepal, extremely poor rural infrastructure is also a factor perpetuating slow implementation of food security programs, and 

Above all, lack of interest among the private banks to finance framers' small scale initiatives due to lack of trusts created by the long lasting political unstable situation, rendering to lack of law and order in our country.

Thanking you

Kanchan Lama

WOCAN Coordinator in Nepal

Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Kanchan,

Thank you for your comments. Your list of factors underlines the need, echoed by several contributors here, for greater coordination spearheaded by a holistic approach that addresses everything from early warning systems, disaster risk reduction tactics (including attention to physical infrastructure), poverty alleviation and social protection, more flexible support for innovative, multiyear programming, gender and other discrimination, support for local institutional capacities – all backed by sufficient high level political commitment and appropriate resources.

Alongside the list of factors you provided, we should also consider the distorting effects of longstanding global trade policies – such as subsidised agricultural exports from rich developed countries – which for decades acted as a disincentive for agricultural investment in developing countries. Nepal – which has large areas of fertile arable land but suffers from chronic food insecurity especially in the west – is an example of what happens when multiple factors combine to cause years of underinvestment in agriculture and related rural livelihoods. 

Contribution by Raymond Erick Zvavanyange
Many thanks to FAO FSN for stimulating debate on this topic. This forum's vision includes the words "innovative thinking" and in my view this is another key point program designers and implementers could be lacking in. Numerable approaches have been "tried and tested" in the field. There is need to coin new terms in consultation with the target groups for challenges they face. Challenges such as "food security" or "food insecurity" could have been dealt with a decade ago. The new terms will revitalise the same intervention approaches but in a different light. Another barrier is the rigid approach taken as seen amongst program designers and implementers. Target groups have a common feature, they adapt to changing situations and circumstances. Why not "development agents"?
Raymond Erick Zvavanyange

Contribution by Elly Pradervand from WWSF, Switzerland 
Dear Members, 
I feel Andrew McMillan's assessment is not correct when he states, and I quote: 
"I believe that we (international institutions, INGOs etc) have been extraordinarily incompetent in promoting public understanding of the chronic hunger problem. First, we have failed to persuade people that it is a readily soluble problem. Secondly, we have usually portrayed it as an issue of insufficient food production rather than one of enabling adequate access to food. Thirdly we have failed to explain the huge benefits, not only to the affected families and communities, but to society at large, that will result from hunger eradication. We have also failed to put forward robust arguments to refute the frequent but spurious contention that direct measures to reduce hunger (for example through predictable cash transfers to the extremely poor) create dependencies."
Ever since 1977, many organizations have tried to alert the public via many imaginalbe ways, to show that there are solutions, educating that hunger exists and that all of us can make the difference. However, even FAO did not support the public mobilization campaigns such as the Hunger Project of which I was responsible in Switzerland from 1984 till 1990. We did nothing but educate, promote and call on individuals to take a stand for the end hunger and starvation by the year 2000, as proclaimed possible by the Brundtland Report. There was a huge response. But with the competition of churches, relief organizations and also with no support from the media and little from the UN, how can such public campaigns succeed? You should look into this and maybe the time has come to ask the crucial question WHY IS IT THAT GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS CANNOT WORK TOGETHER ON SUCH VITAL ISSUES? WHY THIS COMPETION THAT KEEPS EVERYONE APART? WHO IS GAINING FROM IT?
Wishing you all a very good NEW YEAR.
Elly Pradervand 
CEO of WWSF (Womens World Summit Foundation) 
Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Elly,

I agree with you that many organisations have certainly tried to raise public awareness of food security issues for many years. I gave the example of Oxfam promote investing in its advocacy and media resources to conduct such work - and, as you point out, others have too. Andrew McMillan's criticism of development organisations' attempts to public understanding of chronic hunger as "extraordinarily incompetent" is certainly very strongly worded - probably more strongly than many of us would express. However, I believe the fundamental point underlying his frustration remains valid: we should try harder to overcome challenges such as the complexity of the subject and short media attention spans, and communicate more effectively and persuasively. 

Your point about problems with coordinating campaign work on this issue sounds all too familiar. Speaking from experience, international joint campaigning can be notoriously difficult, especially when one is dealing with a complex issue and widely differing contexts requiring a wide spectrum of recommended solutions involving hundreds of different stakeholders with their own perspectives and priorities. Having said that, successful joint or coordinated campaigns - such as the work done to restrict certain weapons such as landmines - offer potential lessons for food security advocates.

Moreover, as this forum discussion shows, there is a growing shared understanding of the essential principles that should shape strategies to tackle chronic food security. The recent food price crisis also helped to push the food security issue higher up the international agenda, leading to promising developments in terms of the global institutional food security architecture, and some new resources. Yes, the huge diversity of organisations working on food security can make it seem as if we are facing endless competition and chaos. However, when I attended the last World Food Summit in Rome in October, my colleagues and I saw hundreds of national and international organisations, from UN agencies to groups representing indigenous people, coming together to talk, share ideas, and work towards a common goal. Compare that to the situation 20 or 30 years ago, and it gives us hope for the future.

Contribution by Bhubaneswor Dhakal from Nepal
Dear members in Global Forum for Food Security and Nutrition 

Interesting and valuable contributions from previous participants motivated me to share my opinion and work. Firstly I would like to share my work on policies escalated protracted crises. It is well known that protracted crises including persistent hunger occur generally in special characteristics of localities. These areas need special attentions. The situation can be worsening when policy decision makers ignore institutional and humanitarian sensitivities while developing and implementing policies for other competitive uses. Please find a recently published journal article which presents significant cases of loss of lives and livelihoods of poor people protracted and worsened by bad policy decisions at national and international levels: 

http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/Protracted_crisis/Forests_for_Food_Security_ManuscriptPublishedVersion.pdf
My opinions on the discussion questions are as follows.
1. Is it lack of detailed guidance at the operational level? 

I agree that some tools are available to make decision. However, the tools provide general framework. Problems vary with place and time. Complex conditions in protracted crises are other common phenomena which cannot be adequately captured by the tools. Sometime appropriate use of tool can be more important than access to tool. People are varied in capacities, interests and values to use the tools. They can misuse the tools and make the situation worse. Please read attached article (2-4 pages) which presented interesting example of misuse of sustainable development guidelines - Agenda 21 (the Earth Submit 1992) and escalating food problem in protracted crisis areas. Since food security is a humanitarian subject it requires adoption of multiple approaches to effective programming in protracted crises. Binding conditions at policy as well as implementation levels would help to mainstream disaster risk reduction. 
2. Is it limitations due to funding streams? 

Funding shortage is a common problem but not always a case. There are other problems of funding countries and international agencies (e.g. the World Bank and FAO). The agencies are working with multiple interests which are often conflicting. For example, the agencies want to reduce hunger on one side and mobilize land resources of the host countries for global environment conservation on the other side. Due to weak institutional capacity or bad governance of host countries the aid agencies can easily influence policies and institutions to use the land resources more for environment conservation. While working the agencies are not adequately serious on its potential impacts on food security and livelihoods of poor people in long run. If you do a research to identify reasons why the unpleasant outcomes presented in the paper happen you can find the instrumental roles of the agencies. 
3. Is it a lack of leadership at national level? 

To a large extent it is a lack of good leadership at national level. National leadership is critically important to coordinate multi-stakeholder efforts, monitoring in ongoing situations and regulate threats created in the sensitive areas. In some cases the problems arise from conflicting of policies between different ministries of the countries. National leadership can be effective to tackle the problems. In addition a good leadership discourages inappropriate international interventions and utilize the resources in right places.

You views are welcome. 

Thank you.

Best regards
Bhubaneswor Dhakal

Contribution by Caroline Kayira-Kulemeka from the Fahamu Networks For Social Justice, Kenya

Hi All,
Thanks for this interesting topic, hopefully the discussions will lead to change. As you rightly said Barbara, according to the experts line of thinking, we know the strategies, we know what to do etc. In my humble opinion the reason these strategies dont produce results is because they are conceived in a streamlined way, food security, DRR, Food crisis/humanitarian response, but at household and national level nothing is like that. The danger of streamlining is some factors such as global politics and economics are ignored. Food is the most fundamental human right, a necessity literally, where there is no food, little else takes place. Food has a lot of power, and where there is power there will be a lot of squabbles. The private sector wants to maximise profits from food, politicians use food to get and stay in office, UN, NGOs, IFIs capitalise on food crises to exist and manipulate. We need to go back to the basics, some of us really need to back off but who is willing to back off is the question?
Regards

Caroline

Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Caroline,
You’re right to make the connection between power, politics and food security. In a world where we still produce enough food globally for everyone, unequal power relationships underlying political and economic behaviour often determine who eats well and who doesn’t. 
Regarding your list of culprits, among the tens of thousands of NGOs of all shapes, sizes and policies around the world, naturally there are some whose behaviour we would (and do) criticize, and my Oxfam colleagues and I have certainly been critical of various international development actors for policies or practices that we believe should change.  However, I wouldn’t agree with the comment that “UN, NGOs and IFIs capitalise on food crises to exist and manipulate”. On the contrary, not only have such organisations made very obvious contributions to millions of people’s food security but they have the potential to achieve more.
That leads me to your reference to the private sector. Yes, food and agriculture is one of the world’s biggest business sectors. However, this doesn’t have to be bad for poor people. The investments that large companies can make have the potential to contribute to poverty reduction – so long as small farmers are able to sell to global companies, poor people are involved in decision making, and investments create high quality jobs. For example, Unilever and Oxfam are working together over five years to explore, develop and implement innovative sourcing models that link smallholder farmers into Unilever’s supply chain.  Too often, however, power imbalances between companies and poor communities are huge (as you imply), bringing the risk of abuse, diminished access to assets such as land and water, and reduced overall food security. Such risks increase in countries that lack effective national governments and citizens with influential voices. That is why we should aim to increase the ability of communities and of small-scale producers to influence national and international policy, and this starts with the development or strengthening of farmers’ organisations and trade unions.
Barbara Stocking

Contribution by Rahul Goswami from Resources Research & Communication, India

Dear forum friends and Barbara.

Can I ask you to take a wider view of the circumstances in which we see chronic hunger and malnutrition? These certainly have to do with the problem areas mentioned in the introduction to this topic, which are agri and rural livelihoods, social protection, interventions at the right time, support of local institutions, regular monitoring so as to react to emerging problems.

This is good sense and responsible preparation. What's missing are the powerful influences, many of them directly, on the choices that households are forced to make. These are rural and urban poor households, which in the 'developing' South are the sections of society most at risk.

In South Asia for example (I am based in and work in western and central India) we correlate hunger with dispossession of land, with urbanisation, the rising cost of agri inputs such as complex fertilisers, labour exploitation based on class and social structures (caste remains a factor), political manipulation of legislation, and of course what are called 'market forces'.

These market forces are found in all areas of the agriculture-food system. A number of actors attempt to control this system - the fertiliser companies, seed merchants, labour contractors, any number of government officials under pressure to show 'results' for one or another programme, the retail foods sector, and the agri commodity traders.

If we are to look for an understanding of why such crises remain protracted - instead of being successfully addressed by one or several well-designed interventions - we must look at such factors. These theoretically lie outside the agri domain, but are critical to the households which experience deprivation. That is why we cannot ignore them.

Regards, Rahul Goswami

Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Rahul,

You are correct in emphasising socio-economic and cultural factors that help to shape certain people’s vulnerability and therefore influence the level and demographic spread of food insecurity. In the course of these discussions some contributors have indeed referred to factors such as labour exploitation based on class and social structures, and abusive interference by powerful political and business interests, which you highlight. As I wrote in a response to Caroline Kayira-Kulemeka last week, big power imbalances between agri-businesses and poor communities raise the risk of abuse, threatening poor people’s access to assets such as land and water. That is why it’s important that – in addition to promoting appropriate development interventions, social protection, etc – we should also work to amplify voice and influence of vulnerable communities, agricultural workers and small-scale producers so that they are better able to assert their rights and interests.

Yes, culture is important too and to your list of influential factors we could add social discrimination based on issues such as ethnicity, religion, or gender. For example, hunger and malnutrition is often higher among women than men during periods of food insecurity in some countries – such as Afghanistan – owing to cultural practices that pressure women to reduce their food intake disproportionately. Such issues can be extremely difficult to challenge as the solutions may require not only effectively enforced legislation but also shifts in popular attitude. The task begins with developing and communicating a strong analysis of the issues and linking this effectively to appropriate and sustained advocacy activities.

Contribution by Samuel Kouakou from the Ministry of Agriculture, Côte d'Ivoire

Dear All,
Thank you for the important topic “From Repeated Crisis to Long Term Food Security”. I think that main of food insecurity especially in developing countries is the lake of financing to implement agricultural policies and construct new infrastructures.
Concerning rice development for instance, we need a lot of money to construct irrigation facilities and dams. We need also budget to maintain infrastructures.
Marketing problems must be solved in order to convey crops to the best market places and where people can buy them easily and cheep.
In most of country there are difficulties to monitor and evaluation policies and Projects. Sometime there are not skills and capacities or enough budget for the duties.

Another thing is that there are not good seeds to increase production yield.
Finally, repeat crisis are caused by the impact of climate change such as flood that destroys plantations and drought.
Samuel KOUAKOU
Côte d'Ivoire
Response by Barbara Stocking

Dear Samuel,

Funding is certainly a critical issue. To take one symbolic example, WFP’s current emergency operations are only 65% funded, while its operations in more protracted contexts are only 46% funded. The last food price crisis seemed to trigger some global action to mobilise greater resources: G8 countries pledged $22 billion for food security at the L’Aquila summit in 2009. However, many of those announcements turned out to be no more than recycled promises – or worse. As we have noted earlier in this discussion, there is also a problem with channelling available funds to where it is needed: some donors have difficulties in allocating funds to support more creative or innovative projects even if these can lead to more appropriate or sustainable responses.

I’m glad you mentioned the impact of disasters and climate change. Both natural hazards and man-made shocks frequently produce immediate effects on food security as well as deepening long term poverty and vulnerability, underlining the need for timely humanitarian assistance, early livelihood recovery, social protection and disaster risk reduction activities. On climate change, regardless of how soon we achieve an international deal on limiting carbon emissions, damaging climatic effects are already evident and in many places they will unavoidably become much worse. This requires an approach to food security and agricultural development that systematically integrates adequate climate change adaptation measures – backed by additional funding from rich developed countries.

Barbara Stocking

Contribution by Muhammad Shoaib Ahmedani from King Saud University,Saudi Arabia
Dear all,
First of all I congratulate all of you for the significant contribution while discussing this topic. I have perused view points of the scholars and reached the conclusion that their observations though sometimes contradictory with others, base on facts and cannot be denied if evaluated on merit of their respective environments. For example there are a lot of NGOs which are surviving on the paper and are engaged just in money making or collecting data for their business minded masters. But at the same time we can find numerous NGOs which are deeply involved in helping peoples of this world on the bases of humanity irrespective of color, race, geographic distribution and religious affiliations. Apart from the WFP, UNICEF, UNESCO, FAO, Red Cross, OXfam, Islamic Relief, Save the Children and hundreds of such other NGOs are performing well with an excellent track record of humanity services. So blaming all NGOs is not justifiable. However political will of the dictating super powers is more important than the political will of the leaders governing the countries. This is because we have seen many poor and developing countries under the direct and indirect command of civil and military dictators with the full support of democratic super powers, depicting double standard. But there is one million dollar question that "Who will bell the cat". I strongly believe once this question is resolved, the political will to address food insecurity, poverty, unemployment and other miseries will be translated from top of the globe to the oppressed communities. Here comes the interest of business leaders, whose philosophy revolves around the profit, searching the consumer markets and creating environments for sale of their finished products. Actually these are the peoples who are lobbying and dictating the world to use different standards and governance systems for different nations and countries. Unfortunately these are the peoples who are very difficult to manage because they usually work under the shelter of local and international laws already made by them in their favors. So this state of affairs leads us to disappointment factually. The only ray of hope is self reliance and self assessment which distinguishes a human from wild animal. So if the powerful people start thinking like Bill Gates and such other noble business leaders, we will feel heaven all around, otherwise carpet bombing, food insecurity, poverty and unemployment will went on increasing day by day.

Dr. Muhammad Shoaib Ahmedani,

Assistant Professor

Contribution by KV Peter from the World Noni Research Foundation, India

New life style diseases like obesity, hypertension, diabetes and cardiovascular diseases are results of excess food consumption along with sedentary work habits. Developed countries with high purchasing power consume excess food leading to food wastage and imbalances in food distribution in least developed and developing countries. Conflicts-social, political, ethnical, geographical-all lead to less production. High production technologies for food production are available mostly for irrigated agriculture and the major rained areas left to vagaries of weather.

Distribution of wealth-natural resources, monetary resources, technological advancements-has to happen before Long Term Food Security is envisaged. There is no dearth of food in developing countries for people with purchasing power .The issue centres round people below poverty level. There is need for political will to feed the poor. The programs like Mahathma Gandhi Employment Guarentee Scheme in India may give purchasing power to people. Views of eminent pro-poor politicians and economists may be sought.

K V Peter

Contribution by Boubacar Amadou Kountche from France
Dear All,

Here, I would like first to thank you for your kind contribution to the discussion on the Long Term Food Security (LTFS) issue!

In my point of view, from the topic only one must ask one (NGOs, Governments, IOs,...) question "What lessons should we learn from the repeated crisis". After this, the other essential thing is that one must keep in mind that the changes should come from the target populations and its only in this case that we can help and support the change which we need.

The most important thing that we can do now and that can led a LTFS is that we should help rural populations (not by giving them money or creating them lot of projects) to become aware of the state of Global Change and that there is need from they them to change in their behaviours (Agricultural and social practices, consumption,...). Its only in that case that we can support them and together make the change for a LTFS. We should listen to them, bring them to tell us their problems that we know already sometimes and then show them by practical examples that the solution should come from them first!

There is a lack of strong communication system between rural developments actors and the populations. The time when we thought instead of someone is gone and these people must be willing to take their destiny in hand but we are always free to help them!

Some tools are being developed in human sciences which could play a role in this way to help rural people. I have particularly experimented such tools and the facts are there!

Contribution by Ravishankar Mantha from AgRisk Research Technology, India

Dear All

In India, despite all the fancy of green revolution, today we are at the worst leg of agriculture. 45% of the farmers are more then willing to quit farming in contrast to the growing population @ of 11%- so the net effect being dwindling yields & production, compared to constant rise in demand of agri-produce. The net result runaway food inflation, which is today (Jan 13th at 18.5% (week on week)) - I strongly think in our country it’s the will of the political class which has become a huge hindrance to address this critical situation. Even as the problem intensifies further, we are not seeing any indication from the policy makers to address the issue. 

however given the growth in overall economy, the price is being absorbed but we will soon start seeing huge tapering of in the growth rate as well- then probably we will see food riots in the country, something which used to be a constant phenomenon in the early 50's and most of my generation would have seen it only in movies of those time.

Going the way things have shaped, I am afraid that Food security- is just a nomenclature, as it seems, at least in the Indian context- I mean, there does not seem to be any urgency being shown by the authorities to address this big issue at least as of today.

And when this crisis becomes unmanageable, guess we will be the worst hit.

Ravishankar Mantha

Contribution by Kwame Nsonamoah from the ECOWAS Youth and Citizens League, Ghana

Dear Forum Members,

I am highly honoured today to have been mandated by ECOWAS Youth and Citizens League to take part in the online Forum discussion on: “From Repeated Crisis to Long Term Food Security.

First is all, thank you for your immense contribution on Food Security. 
What is Food Security? Food security is defined as access to sufficient and affordable food; it can relate to a single household or to the global population. Sufficient and affordable food in the main question, as about 925 million people do not have access to enough food. And it is due to Illiteracy which is at large. In the African continent over 80 percent are indigenous and peasant farmers. Commercialized Farming is rare in Africa. The farmers (Indigenous, peasant farmers) in rural areas or hinterlands carry out about 70 to 80 percent of their farming in a small scale setting. And there are some other factors and conditions that affect food production in developing countries.

These are some of the factors and conditions that affect food security.

· The high rate of youth migrating from rural areas to urban cities to seek labourer work as a result of not enjoying the social amenities.

· Method of planting. African farmers do not know how to plant seeds or crops. The Extension Officers who are trained and ought to go to the rural areas to teach them on how to do it are sitting in the offices.

· African farmers depend on nature. They will cultivate the land and wait for the rain for planting. And therefore if the rain fails at the seasonal time it will affect the food production.

· Climate Change in question. How can they know that the climate has changed, so they should expect signs to happen before planting.
· African farmers do not apply fertilizers. They are not used to applying fertilizers to support the nutrients of the soil and as a result of continue farming, fertility of the soil has diminished.

To achieve long-term food security we need to invest in the peoples’ livelihoods.
But what steps can we take to achieve that course? And where, as we are living in so many different settings and are so diverse ourselves? (Language barrier and colour are some of the factors). The majority of the rural dwellers are illiterate and few were able to go to school. Even out of the few some did not go far. 

We all know that education is the key in success in life. They could not go to school but we can still invest in them through training. The fact that they are illiterate and do not have education does not mean that we cannot invest in them.

Poverty is increasing tremendously resulting in school drop out and culminating in child trafficking, child labour and the like. As the global economic crisis deepens, hunger and malnutrition are likely to increase. Reduced incomes and higher unemployment means the purchasing power of the poor diminishes. Already, more and more people are finding food is out of reach. The trend of how youth in rural areas are tremendously migrating to the urban areas is dangerous threat to the nations. It has come to the notice of the rural dwellers that living in the area is a disease and curse. The cities dwellers don't respect the rural people. The rural people lack proper education as qualified teachers do not wish to be posted there to do work. However, the youth in rural areas want to have their life transformed hence deserting there to urban cities. They lack social amenities like, good health service delivery, electricity, good drinkable water and so on. They have also realized that traders buy their produce cheap and sometimes they even get buyers due to the bad roads which discourage them not to do farming. Dry season, hunters also burn their bushes for hunting which some result in burning their plantain, cassava, palm oil, cocoa farms. They plant more but harvest little as they continue farming on the same piece of land without applying any fertilizer or manure to stimulate the soil and thereby limiting the grows of the crops. There are no good roads to the villages. In case of snake bite or any emergency sickness attack, they have to carry the sick and walk 20 and more miles to the nearby towns where the hospitals are located for treatment. 
These are all reasons for the rural youth to leave their homelands and move to the cities. There is the need to educate the young people while incentivising them to stay in the rural areas and work there. There must be an advocacy of rural development.

Some steps towards solving the problem are the following:

· There oftentimes exists a leadership vacuum. Our communities need positive role models. Children need fathers, and our world needs direction. Where are the leaders? This is not the first time that an obvious vacuum of quality, effective leadership has prevailed in the world. That is good because if it had happened before and the problem was solved, we could look back in history and solve it again.
· We must do a long-term campaign for justice and equality in human race. Gender equality is also very important

· Civil Society/NGO must be supported by financial philanthropies and NGO should monitor all the funds that have been donated to the developing countries to avoid misappropriation of the fund by the government officials.

· Need to re-enforce education policies. If possible free education and school scholarships must me awarded to enable parents to send their children to school. Recognition must give to the past President of Ghana, President John Agyekum Kuffour. He introduced free education, a school feeding program, a health insurance scheme and free government buses for the pupils up to junior high school level. Due to this, those who dropped out from school have gone back to school.

· Avoid Child Labour. Children less than 18 years are not supposed to work for their parents to meet their ends need because it breeds teenage pregnancy, armed robbers, marijuana smokers, thieves and many more.

· Improve water quality, cleaning the gutters in the communities.

· Government must support the Indigenous farmers, small scale famers and peasant farmers by giving credit facilities (soft loan) to them. Some small farmers can become large farmers if financial assistance is given to cushion them.

· Method of planting or sowing programme must be selected scientifically and regularly.
· Preservation of farm produce is also important.

· Reforestation is also important. The lands are depleting uncontrollably as a result of mass felling of trees for making construction works, furniture and char coal which has also contributed to climate change.

· We need to stop people from going hunting in dry season. They set fire in the bush which result in burning food crops, cocoa, orange, cotton, coffee, plantain, cassava farms plantation.

· Local companies and Institutions must provide financial assistance to NGOs to enable them to carry out their work effectively.

· Dumping of toxic waste in Africa continent must be prevented.

· Government must build silos to store farm produce and thereby sell them back to us where need arise.

· There must be thorough research work on food as there are a lot of foodstuffs in Africa continent which are still in raw material and mono-consumption state.
· Tradition: What is tradition? Tradition refers to the trading of a national, personal, or cultural experience that is considered worthy of transferring to the next generation. In other words, tradition is a product of reality and the truth of a person, culture, or nation that is deemed worthy and valuable for preservation. All traditions find their roots in fact, truth, and reality.

· The concept of potential is one of the most important things that we must endeavour to discover as far as this universe is concern. Potential is reserved power, unused success, and everything that you could do but have not done yet.  I wonder if we truly know who our children are. Oftentimes we do not know the people living in our house with us. It is common to be ignorant of the full potential of those who are very close to us because potential is not always revealed in the ways we expect. This should encourage us to be careful in our treatment of people because we never really know what is lying dormant in them, waiting to be tapped and used for the good of the world. In a nutshell, we must respect every human race especially the Africans (the blacks in question) and begin to invest in them. And by so doing we can achieve the long term food security.
Last but not the least, may I ask you to take critical look at some of NGO's who do not have funding from donor agencies of foundations, are financially constrained as a result they can not function well. Our League for instance is not receiving any fund from anywhere but we using are little resources at our disposal to do the work. And we know what is going on in the rural areas because they are our friends. All the institutions, organizations, business entities, industries, companies etc are using their resources to sponsor beauty contests, dancing competition etc and neglecting NGO's.

Kwame Nsonamoah

Director of Communications

EYCL
Contribution by George Kent from the University of Hawaii, USA

FSN Friends 

I appreciate this thoughtful discussion on long term food security.

There are many good ideas that have been discussed here and in the larger world, but on the whole they have not worked very well. The problem persists. I have begun to explore the idea that maybe the problem is not rooted in deficiencies of one kind or another (land, water, seeds, fertilizer, knowledge, leadership, money), but instead it is about how we treat one another. I have just published a book, called Ending Hunger Worldwide, that is based on one idea: In strong communities, where people care about one another’s well being, no one goes hungry. I believe that is true in poor communities as well as anywhere else.

People living in strong communities do not exploit one another. They do not steal from each other’s gardens. They talk with each other about their concerns. They care for each other. The community is the ultimate safety net, even though it may operate informally, with no visible bureaucratic structure.

The statistical and clinical descriptions of hunger don’t get at the roots of the problem. Hunger arises when people don’t have adequate control over their own life circumstances. Where there are people suffering from hunger, we can be sure that others are controlling the natural resources around them and shaping the terms on which these hungry people live. The others are serving their own interests, not those of the hungry. People need at least a certain level of power, individually and in community with others, to shape their own lives and thus live in dignity.

In many places, people do not care much about their neighbours. Some individuals go beyond indifference and try to exploit others as much as they can. For example, some owners of large farms do what they can to ensure that wage labourers in their area are paid as little as possible and are offered few alternative sources of income. Discrimination against particular classes of people remains a huge problem in many countries.

With time and effort, some weak communities can be turned into strong communities. In some cases that may be impossible. Where there are strong divisions between different groups, it might be wise to encourage these groups to live in separate communities.

If my hypothesis is correct, we should give more attention to ways in which people both inside and outside can help to strengthen communities. I have no illusions about it being easy, but there are ways to do it. I think the need to build strong communities must be faced and addressed directly if there is ever to be any hope of solving the hunger problem.

Aloha, George Kent

Contribution by Elliot Vhurumuku from World Food Programme, Thailand

My take on this topic:
Whilst I agree there is no need to invent the wheel, there is generally tendency by most humanitarian actors and Governments to implement programmes that they are sure of and have experience on (the one jacket fits all mentality) but that are sometimes not addressing the fundamental underlying causes of vulnerability and food insecurity. I guess this calls for the need to shift in the manner which problems are perceived and addressed. This boils down to the question whether the problem analysis that results in disaster risks has been well analyzed and articulated. Secondly the involvement of the vulnerable affected people, whether they see the problem with the same lens and are willing to address it. Lastly blame it on lack of sustained funding in a holistic manner to address the causes of vulnerability even if identified. The need by all stakeholders to address the underlying causes for specific populations than putting up packages that are familiar could lead to long term food security. 

Elliot Vhurumuku 

Regional Programme Advisor - Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) 

World Food Programme, Regional Bureau for Asia

Thailand

Contribution by Moisés Gómez Porchini from Mexico

Original in Spanish 

Estimda Barbara  y todos(as):

El hambre, la pobreza y la falta de desarrollo son manifestaciones de un orden estructural deficiente, aunque después aparezcan como generadores del circulo vicioso de la pobreza y la ignorancia. Por lo tanto, aunque es necesario intervenir de emergencia  pues para el hambriento  no hay ningún tiempo de espera razonable, mientras no se corrijan las deficiencias que les dan origen no habrá ayuda que sea suficiente para acabar con el hambre y la pobreza.  Un ejemplo triste de lo que digo lo es en estos momentos Haití, en donde cerca de 10 000 ONGs están tratando de resolver la desesperante situación y sin embargo el pueblo sigue sufriendo de hambre y de falta de atención médica. Haití necesita de un gobierno estable y de una estructura productiva  en donde se busque, al final de cuentas, el bienestar de la población mediante la satisfacción de sus necesidades. No es que Haití no pueda producir nada, a Haití lo saquearon los Duvalier  y se robaron su futuro a tal grado que hoy parece imposible devolvérselo.

En un grado diferente, esto es lo mismo que ocurre en la mayor parte del mundo en desarrollo. No es que falte liderazgo a nivel nacional, como tú lo mencionas, sino que el interés de la clase política está enfocado en asuntos que considera más urgentes e importantes, tales como preservarse en el poder. Producir alimentos, acabar con la ignorancia o cuidar el medio ambiente son temas muy útiles durante las campañas, pero se consideran costosos una vez en el gobierno.

La falta de interés y de voluntad por parte de los actores estatales permite que los espacios sean ocupados por quienes tienen realmente interés y capacidad para intervenir lucrativamente en las actividades productivas agropecuarias,  desgraciadamente sus intereses no siempre son los de la población y es aquí en donde se presentan los efectos indeseables de su actividad que se manifiestan en pobreza y hambre.  

Me parece que en el largo plazo el compromiso debe de estar en buscar cambiar de fondo las circunstancias que permiten que se perpetúe el ciclo de la pobreza: una población hambrienta e ignorante difícilmente puede tomar en sus manos su propio destino y su capacidad de negociación es virtualmente inexistente, por lo que su mano de obra y sus productos no pueden obtener valor, como bien lo sabemos en el  “mundo en desarrollo”.
Saludos cordiales

Moisés Gómez Porchini

México

English translation

Dear Barbara and all of you:

Hunger, poverty and underdevelopment are manifestations of a poor structural order, even if they appear later as generators of the vicious circle of poverty and ignorance. Therefore, even if an emergency intervention is needed (for the hungry there isn’t any reasonable waiting time), as long as we fail to address the weaknesses that give rise to hunger and poverty, there won’t be help sufficient to put an end hunger and poverty.

A sad example of what I am saying is now Haiti, where nearly 10 000 NGOs are trying to cope with the desperate situation and yet people continue to suffer from hunger and lack of medical care. Haiti needs a stable government and a production structure targeting, ultimately, the welfare of the people by meeting their needs. Not that Haiti can not produce anything; Haiti was looted by the Duvalier family and its future stolen to such a degree that now it seems impossible to return it back.

In a different degree, this is the same that happens in most of the developing world. Not that national leadership is lacking, as you mention, but the interest of the political class is focused on issues considered most urgent and important, such as to remain in power. Producing food, fighting ignorance or taking care of the environment are very useful issues during voting campaigns, but they are considered expensive once in the government..

The lack of interest and willingness of state stakeholders allows these spaces to be occupied by those who actually have interest and ability to profitably participate in agricultural production activities. Unfortunately, their interests do not always coincide with those of the population, and it is here that the undesirable effects of their activities do appear, manifested in poverty and hunger.

I think that in the long-term commitment must be to seek to change the background circumstances that allow the perpetuation of the cycle of poverty: a hungry and ignorant population can hardly take his destiny in his own hands, and his negotiating power is virtually nonexistent. So their labor and its products can’t gain value, as we all know in the “developing world”

Best regards

Moisés Gómez Porchini

México

Contribution by Gerardo Enrique Paniagua, Costa Rica 

Original in Spanish 

Es imposible mirar al agricultor sin dejar de mirar su lado humano ,detrás de cada agricultor existe una familia que a su vez con forman una sociedad ,a diferencia de otras profesiones ,la profesión del agricultor ,su misión especial es aquella de generar alimentos para saciar el hambre  del mundo ,sin las ventajas de los demás empleados ,sin seguro social o aguinaldo ,sin una real capacitacion para enfrentar la evolucion de la sociedad sin más conocimiento en la mayoría de los casos que un conocimiento ancestral para enfrentar a las plagas o las deficientes semillas del mercado ,cuando comienzan las crisis de desarrollan a su vez otras minicrisis ,que contienen pocas soluciones ,los altos precios de los insumos ,la dificultad para acceder a los créditos bancarios ,la inclusión de los hijos en la cotidianidad y la existencia del horizonte de la vejez ,hacen que la jornada existencial de aquel que produce la tierra sea en sumo una tarea de por demás donde sea hace necesario una verdadera refleccion.

Gerardo Enrique Paniagua R

Costa Rica
English translation

It is impossible to approach the figure of the farmer without looking at the human side. Behind every farmer there is a family which in turn makes up a society. Unlike other jobs, the work of the farmer, his special mission, is to produce food to feed the hungry of the world. And to do it without the benefits of other workers: no social security or bonuses, with no real training to adapt to the evolution of society, without more knowledge -in most cases- that ancient knowledge to deal with pests or the poor quality seeds found in the market.

When crisis begin, other minor crisis develop, which are difficult to face: high prices of inputs, poor access to bank credit, the inclusion of children in daily life and existence in the horizon of old age. All this makes the daily life of the worker altogether a daunting task, which makes necessary a sincere exercise of thought.
Gerardo Enrique Paniagua R

Costa Rica

Contribution by Angel Leyva Galán, INCA, La Habana Cuba

Original in Spanish 

Estimada Bárbara y todos(as): 

Aunque coincido con Moisés J. Gomes Porchini, quiero incluir ideas adicionales. 

En este mundo hay que cambiar casi todas las cosas si deseamos verdaderamente mejorar la alimentación a escala mundial. 

En primer término considero que hay una deformación de fondo sobre el concepto de alimentación, donde los medios de información deciden sobre que se debe y no se debe comer y por tanto cualquier selección que se divulgue por las motivaciones que sean, se convierten  inmediatamente en un alimento de alta demanda a escala mundial, que terminan por una parte, lacerando la salud corporal o espiritual de los humanos y por otra, agotando de forma irreparable, el espacio (de suelo)  que sea escogido para desarrollarlos. El arroz y la carne vacuna son ejemplos de una especial y creciente prioridad como alimento a escala mundial, son también devastadoras de los suelos donde se producen y reproducen, año por año y cada vez con más fuerza. 

Hay que enseñar a las nuevas generaciones a consumir alimentos más diversificados e incorporar a la lista de lo que se consume, como mínimo, el doble de lo que hoy se defiende como alimento humano. Eso se puede lograr: 
(i) Incorporando a los medios masivos de información, los valores nutricionales y medicinales de alimentos pocos conocidos y que por sus características reproductivas no son causa del deterioro de los recursos naturales y poseen además aceites esenciales para elevar la calidad de la vida 
(ii) (desarrollar foro de debate sobre estos temas, e incorporar a los medios masivos de información, el conocimiento local ancestral y moderno, sobre los valores utilitarios de algunas raíces, semillas y frutos, de especies comestibles totalmente desconocidas a escala mundial 
(iii) demostrar científicamente el daño que representa a la humanidad el consumo desmedido de algunos renglones deterioradores de los recursos naturales y de la salud corporal y espiritual de los humanos 
(iv) diversificar los agroecosistemas, según las necesidades humanas, de los animales y el recurso natural suelo y para las restantes formas de vida existentes. 
Es insólito que se realicen debates en reuniones mundiales sobre cómo resolver el problema del arroz en el mundo (FAO, 2007-2010) y no haya una sola reunión mundial para evaluar posibles sustitutos del arroz, y me pregunto, ¿qué será más difícil, sentarse a la mesa y sustituir el arroz por otro cereal, raíz o tubérculo, o comer sin sal para alguien que la ha hecho toda la vida, si así el médico lo ordena? Todo depende de la implicación que representa el hecho, en la preservación de la vida; y esta es la situación que enfrenta hoy la humanidad. No hay otro camino que tomar decisiones. Al final, el hombre se adapta a todo. 

Aun me falta enviar los resultados científicos de los últimos 15 años en este tema, lo cual hará cuando aclare algunas dudas relacionados con derecho de autor. 

Gracias,

Dr Angel Leyva Galán

INCA, La Habana Cuba

English translation

Dear Barbara, dear all:

Although I agree with Moisés J. Gomes Porchini, I would like to share some additional thoughts. In this world we need to change nearly everything if we really want to improve food at global level. 

First of all, I think there is a basic misconception regarding food. The media determine what should or shouldn’t be eaten, converting a choice widespread following any motivation into a global high-demanded food, which ends up injuring the physical and spiritual health of people and depleting irreparably the area (soil) used to grow it. Rice and beef meat are examples of special and increasing priorities in global food which devastate every year, more intensely, the land where they are grown.  

We need to teach new generations to eat more diversified food and to include in our daily intake at least twice of what is considered today to be human food. This can be achieved by:

(i) Informing the media about the nutritional and medicinal values of less known food that do not deteriorate natural resources and contain essential oils to improve the quality of life.

(ii) Developing a discussion forum about these topics, incorporating to the mass media the traditional and modern local knowledge about the useful properties of various roots, seeds and fruits of edible species totally unknown at global level. 

(iii) Scientifically demonstrating the damage caused to humanity by the excessive consumption of food that deteriorates natural resources and physical and spiritual health of human beings. 

(iv) Diversifying the agro-ecosystems according to human and animal needs and natural resources (land) availability, and taking into account other existing life forms. 

It is unusual that debates in global forums are organized to address the problem of rice in the world (FAO, 2007-2010) whilst there has not been yet a single global meeting to assess possible rice substitutes. I ask myself what will be more difficult: substituting rice for any other cereal, root or tuber, or eating without salt on doctor´s orders? Everything depends of the implications of the decision, of life conservation. This is the situation that humanity faces today. There is no other alternative than making decisions. In the end, mankind adapts to everything.

Once I have clarified some queries regarding copyright, I will send the scientific outcomes about this topic obtained in the last 15 years. 

Thank you, 

Dr Angel Leyva Galán

INCA, La Habana Cuba

Contribution by Stephen Adejoro from Zartech Limited, Nigeria 

Dear FSN-Moderator, 

Please accept my humble contribution from my perspective in the West African Region in particular, and the world as a whole. 

These unending and repeated crisis in the World are triggered by political unrest and global climatic changes, which might continue to pose serious threats to global food security world wide.
The crisis may only be managed and put under reasonable level of control through a World syndicated Food production and supply with no walls of limitation.
World food production and supply must be part of a global objective for all Nations with strategic formulations to manage regional constraints of Climate, Culture, Land resources, Technology and Capacity development
In West Africa for example, youth unrest, political instability, persistent religious and ethnic conflicts posed serious limitation to security of life and viable agricultural and animal food production; infact political crisis affect good enviroment for stable food production and supply in the Region.
In Nigeria, the recent Bomb Blast in sporadic area of the plateau occur mainly in rural areas where farming and livestock raising are most sustainable. The delta crisis though gradually improving, previously created disincentive to farming and fishing practices in the Region with National effect on fish supply and good livelihood for the communities. 
Thanks to the Government of Good Luck Jonathan for the improvement in the Region that had manifested by increased crude oil out put and more jobs for the youth in the Region
Beside youth unrest, political power mongers, seeking or holding on to power for their selfish interest, complicate effort at creating political stability conducive for sustainable food production as in the case of Cote d'Ivoire today.
Much more disturbing of these repeated crisis is the crisis caused by nature that we referred to as Global Climatic Changes for which this region is experiencing her share in the form of extremes temperature fluctuations, interrupted rainfall pattern that come as floods, storms and heavy shallow and even bore hole contaminations.
This effect is having serious problems on heath of farm animals, resulting in massive resistances to Antibiotics used for farm animals with high level of cross resistances to human population. 
The complication to animal food security in this Region is escalated farm animal mortality especially in poultry production and obvious animal protein Insecurity in the Region.
Mycotoxin contamination of Farm output and Livestock input has become the core problem of repeated diseases outbreak and poor yield of farm Animals in this region.
The most affected regions are rural communities mainly occupied by Women Widows and children who now experience high degree of malnutrition and depressed livelihood characterised by Malaria and HIV.
CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL SOLUTION:
I wish to contribute that International NGO such as UNO, UNESCO, IFAD, FAO, ILRI and the various Regional Bodies must put Food security on the topmost, in their agenda for the beginning of this millennium and must be obvious in this new decade.
More private NGOs must spring up fast to target vulnerable Nations and Regions to support improved local food production through advocacy, capacity development, identifying and rediscovering forgotten local initiatives and traditional technology and menu that cam be improved to sustain food in the localities. 
We must rediscover native talents and update them through value addition to meet challenges and risk of modern society livelihood.
This strategy will be most relevant in third world Countries where Nature Technology have been sacrificed at the expense of science and IT.
Global food output successes must not be limited to capitally advanced Regions of the World, but ease of food mobility must be the slogan of international bodies with relaxed phytosanitory measures.
The problems of Haiti and other Regions of the World must be of Global concern of a new World food security ideology of 'Be our brothers keeper'. This ideology will allow food shipment from excess region to deficit regions of the world.
Global food wastages must be addressed and new food menus must be acceptable to regions where such menus are foreign. This role can be better taken up by NGO who will implement the strategies of stimulating acceptability of foreign Menu in the communities such that food from other regions of the world will be acceptable to such communities
The safety of such mobile food must be of priority through a well coordinated HACCP expertise on ground globally.
Modern IT Technology like GM crops and recently the discovery of Nanotechnology must be disseminated world wide by emerging International and local NGO, for massive food production even the declining Land availability for farming. 
Dr Stephen Adejoro

Head of Research and Marketing of Zartech Limited Nigeria

Member of the World Poultry AFRICA Poultry Federation
Contribution by Peter Kingori from Kenya

Colleagues,

I notice that most of what has been discussed relates to crop farming communities who, mostly, rely mainly on rain fed agriculture. We could look at same issue but focus mainly on the pastoralist communities, most of who live in Arid and Semi Arid areas. 

Currently in Northern Kenya we are experiencing one of the most devastating droughts with several human lives already  lost and hundreds of livestock on their death bed and probably thousands will die. This is not the first time this is happening and this situation best fits our topic Repeated Crisis and  Long-term Food Security.

In this northern zone of Kenya which experiences similar ecological conditions. They experience little rainfall that cannot sustain any kind of crop farming and therefore grazing of cattle, sheep, goats and camels is the economic mainstay. For  sustainable food security and avoid this repeated crisis, the following issues, among others, would need to be addressed.

How can livestock transform to human food security ? It is clear from what is happening in Northern Kenya, that livestock has miserably failed to transform to human food security to the extent we may question why the communities keep livestock in the first place. The element of prestige (big herds big prestige) ought to be addressed and replaced with livestock as the foundation for the human food security in these areas. What we are witnessing is livestock dying of hunger and people dying of hunger.  The question of why people would not accept to sell their livestock to keep money for food and future restocking could be answered by researchers. But apparently a behaviour change intervention would go a long way in changing the attitudes of these communities so that instead of more livestock for prestige, it would be more livestock for more food and health. This can only happen if the government supports these communities to follow proper range management practices which include respecting the carrying capacity of the land with  regular off take for income   in the lean season (the income would provide cash for market sourcing of  of food)  and restocking during the wet season.

 In addition, the issue of promoting traditional methods of food processing, preservation and storage of the ubiquitous micro nutrient  rich Animal Source Foods (Meat and Milk mainly) in these regions is paramount e.g. drying and salting of meat which is then stored for consumption during drought. This means the government  should have a well defined extension system to provide knowledge necessary for behaviour change. 

 

The second issue is gender mainstreaming.  The challenge in these communities is that women have almost no say in resource control yet they are the gate keepers of the household food basket.  Yet research has shown that when women have an exclusive source of income/resource control, there is a positive effect on household food security. Therefore the issue of gender mainstreaming and allowing women to have a say in household resource control would contribute towards increasing household food security.

Poor infrastructure also contributes to poor market access. this means even if the communities had cash, access to food in the market would be curtailed by shortage or high cost from as sellers seek to recover the high cost of taking food to these regions. This could be addressed with the problem of insecurity in these regions which greatly hinders free trade movement from food surplus regions. 

Last but not least, all the can be addressed though a Multi-sectoral District Plans to Eliminate Food Insecurity and Malnutrition - where the issue of food insecurity and malnutrition is addressed at the local level by all stakeholders from different sector especially  Health, Agriculture, Planning, Water and Sanitation, Gender and with the  support of  local administration. This will ensure that the Central Government will play only a facilitating role while the districts take charge of the local food security.

Peter Kingori

Food Security and Nutrition Consultant 

NAIROBI, KENYA

Contribution by Patrick N. Muiruri from Kenya

Dear all

I read the contributions Repeated Crisis and Long-term Food Security and here are my thoughts.

Most of the times we think of the solutions that we can give to people, but do we ask about the people’s knowledge of their local environment? Do we ask them about their preferences and tastes? Maybe we can start from there and understand why for instance the pastoral communities keep huge herds? Is it really for prestige? Or is it a way of escaping drought which has been overtaken by changes in the social structure? We need to understand why they behave in this way, that way we can have sustainable solutions with their inputs. They will be motivated to contribute towards solving food security issues.

The world has many indigenous peoples who have lived in harmony with the environment. However we have disrupted their way of life. Their inputs are ignored. In this way we lose a lot of valuable indigenous knowledge (IK). We need to integrate this IK the management of the environment. This is the environment where they raise their crops and animals. When we have environmental degradation, then we lose the ecosystem services. What results is partly what we are experiencing now, very unpredictable weather. If we can learn on what worked during such periods of scarcity, we will be on our way to focusing on what all such knowledge can point to while getting solutions for the current dilemma.

I suggest that we focus on the four dimensions of food security-availability, access, utilization and stability from all the sides and utilize local and scientific knowledge. A single form of knowledge will not give a complete solution. We need to give a lot of emphasis on how the local communities all over the world cope with periods of scarcity. Such knowledge can be used as part of the solution in Repeated Crisis and Long-term Food Security.

Thank you.

Patrick N.  Muiruri 

Kenya. 
Contribution by Helga Vierich-Drever from Canada
Thank you for this latest digest.  I just wanted to briefly reply to the comments here.  First of all: regarding the long term sustainability of pastoral systems of food production, I have to remind everyone that pastoral systems (involving highly mobile livestock herding with people moving frequently as they seek out fresh grazing for their herds) have for thousands of years coexisted alongside some of the richest and most vibrant wildlife populations and natural plant ecosystems on the planet.  

It is ONLY when the human population growth exceeds certain limits and their is a corresponding increase in their herds that a kind of "tragedy of the commons" ensues, and this has been a pattern that is largely associated with the development of outside markets for beef and hides, leading individual herders to disregard community norms of pasture conservation in favour of making more money.   Increased population density has been largely due to increased child survivorship due to the efforts of development workers in supplying safe water supplies and vaccination programs, anti-malarial measures etc.  Not that I am saying it is bad to help children survive (NEVER!!!) but to do this without also giving women the option to use birth control measures (at their own private individual discretion) is as bad as not permitting women to have control over their families' food basket.  

Turning everyone into a settled farmer or an urban worker in some job is not going to feasible, not only because this will solve nothing in the absence of population control, but also because the world's global economy of wide-ranging trade is poised on the brink of a steep decline.  This is because the world reached a peak in oil production in the period 2005-10.  Oil production in almost every major field is now in decline, and all the evidence indicates that this decline is irreversible and will likely be steeper with time.  Food production using oil and natural gas is today the norm and was the main reason for the success of the Green Revolution.  Without diesel, chemical fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides, let alone the petroleum based systems of mechanization to prepare the soil, to harvest, to process and transport the harvests and the packaged foods, the world's total production, particularly of cereals, will go into steep decline.  Urban populations, necessarily dependent on food transported from elsewhere, will we increasingly at risk, especially if they are poor.   

Take a good long look at the rise in sheer human numbers that has occurred in your various countries in the past sixty years.  Ask yourselves if this increase was and is sustained by local farming and to what extent this is supplemented by imported foods.  Ask yourself what proportion of local food is produced WITHOUT recourse to oil powered tractors and boreholes and irrigation systems, without the use of fossil-fuel?  I wonder if the answer to that will be  very different in Cuba than it is in Italy, China, India, or from that of a country like Kenya or Mali?   By 2030, the world will be producing about as much oil as it was in 1930.  What will this do to farming systems?  Most importantly, where will our supplies of meat and eggs be coming from then, if there are no cheap cereals to be fed to pigs and chickens and cattle grown in "factory" farm conditions. 

Make no mistake, the near future will be very much more precarious in terms of food supply for all human beings.  Even today, cereal prices on the world markets are going through the roof.  Long term food security is going to be difficult to achieve but if it is possible, it will come about NOT through the increase in oil-depenant farming systems, NOR by use of GM crops (as they are just as dependent on inputs of oil-based energy, traction equipment and fertilizers as regular crops) but RATHER by the increased use of composting and organic production systems, like traditional slash and burn, like permaculture, and by a mixed food production strategy that uses domestic livestock to supply manure to help keep soils productive.  In drier regions, the use of dry upland plains for mobile grazing of livestock herds is a far better use of the land than farming crops there, as long as conservation practices are restored and individual profit motives are not allowed to take precedence over community welfare and long term sustainability.    And none of these measures will be adequate in the absence of population control, which can best be achieved by giving women everywhere control over their own fertility. 

Regards, Helga Vierich (Canada)
Contribution by Adel Alsheraishabi from the Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries, the Sudan
Dear colleagues
First I would to thank you for raising this important issues.
In the Sudan, most of vulnerable groups are nomads and pastoralists, with whatever they have of livestock assets, and with different social characters.

Long term food insecurity is caused by repeated shortages of their main inputs which, in this case, is natural pasture. One of the most common results of this situation are conflict conditions, which can be related to the severity of the food crises and which can be classified as indicator of the severity ranging from conflicts between settlers and nomads to conflicts within the groups themselves.

Each case is in need of a different model (socio-economic models), related to the social characteristics of the different tribes, to their habits, ethnics, their basic needs, requirements, etc.

The types of food insecurity range from supply surplus to supply deficits including different intrinsic and extrinsic factors (i.e policies) also including marketing chains.

I want to raise the issues of trapped nomads between the mechanized rain-fed and desert in the north and the natural migratory animal routs from south to north.

The poor incorporation of producers to market mechanisms, referred to their limited basic needs.
From literature about the past famine which hit the Sudan, we can learn about different factors, natural and non-natural that influence the severity of food insecurity, the needed to build models, and to measurable the significance of each parameters.
In addition epidemic animal diseases can play an important role in different food security pillars, together with other basic needs and development requirements.
Adel Alsheraishabi
Khartoum Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries
Livestock Planning and Economics Department
Sudan
Contribution by Costas Apostolides, Cyprus 

I agree with those who approach the topic in a comprehensive manner, because there are two aspects in the discussion title:
1. Crises which require immediate emergency action to prevent famine and malnutrition.
2.Long term food security which requires a development approach to build up and diversify agricultural production, with emphasis on foodstuffs rather than commodities. Combined with economic development to increase incomes, but also to create monetary and balance of payments surpluses for purchases of foodstuffs through international trade, in sufficient quantities.
The various points mentioned in the forum are valid to the discussion but one cannot envisage a system of long term food security without peace, good governance and broad based development including education and basic needs.
Crisis arise in the developed countries(see what is happening in Queensland Australia at present) and the developing world, whether through extreme weather conditions, acts of war or extraordinary increases in international commodity prices. The developing countries need assistance to meet the most basic requirements of food and water in such circumstances. But as the title implies these needs are often repeated or even regularly recurring, and necessitate immediate assistance. That should not, however, draw resources away from the continous effort to encourage development in a sustainable way.
The basics should be put in place to take the countries that suffer from such crisis forward to a stage where they can cope to a reasonable extent from own resources or through international markets.
The approach should concurrently address the crisis and put basic needs in place and encourage development.
Costas Apostolides, 
Cyprus

Contribution by Ricardo Zepeda from CONGCOOP/IDEAR, Guatemala

Dear colleagues, 

I would like to say that as long as States don’t assume the responsibility of developing policies that respond to people’s needs Food Security will not be achieved long-term. Such policies should be coherent and not contradict each other; if not, it will only disguise an ever growing problem, it will waste resources and, most disconcerting of all, it will generate indifference on behalf of the citizens regarding the main cause of these problems. 
There are many causes of hunger and it wouldn’t be right to consider just one; although climate change leads to droughts, floods and the loss of small producer’s crops it is a common mistake to consider this as the main cause of the food crisis. Historically small producers all around the world have had to face enormous challenges to overcome adverse situations and have succeeded; however, insofar as resource (land and water) are lost, peasants lose the possibilities of producing food and are pushed towards hunger and death. 
To a great extent the food security crises are not a product of fortuitous situations or of the increase in problems to produce food. On the contrary, it is evident that a great part of the responsibility of the recurring food crises are a product of social inequality, both in terms of access to resources needed to produce food and in terms of the possibilities of having enough income to secure adequate food. This must be the first challenge the States should face: Overcome social inequality and support capacity building for the dispossessed. 
Guatemala is a country characterized for being rich in natural resources and fertile grounds whose population holds a close relationship with the land, with almost half of the population working in agricultural activities. However, it is also the country in Latin America with the highest number of people suffering form chronic malnutrition (half of the children under 5 years old) and despite the constant efforts to address the situation, the numbers have not changed in the last decade. 
While creating a positive institutionalism to address the case of hunger and malnutrition has been managed, the country is headed towards more frequent cases of food insecurity. On one hand the State is heading towards institutionalizing the distribution of food permanently, but on the other hand does nothing to reduce land access inequalities or at least to make sure businesses comply with existing labor legislation. The State tolerates and encourages the concentration of land by export-oriented agribusiness.
Long-term food security can only be achieved through the people’s own means, tools and work. The State must protect the rights of the population to produce their own food, as well as protect them from “interested third parties” that threaten the population with taking away their resources.
Ricardo Zepeda
Response by Barbara Stocking 
Firstly, I’d like to acknowledge several recent interesting contributions, including those from Moisés Gómez Porchini (negative political interests) Dr Muhammad Shoaib Ahmedani (the role of NGOs) K V Peter (varying food consumption patterns) George Kent (the value of strong communities) Elliot Vhurumuku (the need for appropriate analysis and stakeholder participation) and Kwame Nsonamoah (a very comprehensive summary of food insecurity issues). You all highlighted some significant issues that food security advocates and practitioners need to consider. 
However, I’d like to return to the specific question of food insecurity in protracted crises (as distinct from long term food insecurity in general). Are there barriers to effective programming in such crises that are different in some way from the obstacles we face in other food insecure contexts – and to what extent do these barriers require different solutions?
As described in FAO’s State of Food Insecurity report of 2010, the 22 countries currently considered to be in protracted crisis suffer from some common problems: recurrent natural disasters and/or conflict, longevity of food crises, breakdown of livelihoods and insufficient institutional capacity to react to the crises. Conflicts or political crises are a very common feature. Such characteristics make those countries especially hard for development and humanitarian actors to engage with them. For example, state capacity building is a key OECD objective in fragile states but this can be problematic for humanitarian agencies striving for impartiality and neutrality.
Another common feature is that traditional livelihoods are often severely and sometimes permanently disrupted – as seen in various parts of Sudan – by long term displacement or mass flight to urban centres. This challenges actors who are used to protecting or restoring livelihoods to explore new avenues – such as role of remittances, or urban gardening. Are there other approaches that should be explored further to tackle the particular challenges of prolonged and chronic crises? And to what extent should aid actors engage with sensitive but critical questions such as administrative decentralisation, demobilization of fighters, resettlement of displaced people, and post-conflict political development?
Barbara Stocking
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