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Introduction to the topic 
Dear Forum Members,

There is increasing awareness of the discrimination women face in terms of their land rights as well as recognition that this is a priority topic for those concerned with food security, rural development, and women's empowerment. In fact, this year, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) focuses on the empowerment of rural women, which is why the International Land Coalition (ILC), FAO and IFAD, are organising a side-event entitled “How can women’s land rights be secured? Learning from successful examples” at the CSW on 1 March 2012. 

My name is Sabine Pallas, Programme Officer at the ILC Secretariat in Rome (Italy), and with Luca Miggiano, ILC Consultant on Women's Land Rights and Global Policy, we will facilitate this discussion simultaneously in the FSN-Forum and on the Land Portal, a platform to share land-related information which we encourage you to visit!

This discussion aims at gathering inputs – especially concrete examples from the ground - to enrich our debate in New York and raise the profile of women’s land rights issues in the CSW.

Why are women’s land rights so important?

The most important resource for rural women is land. Despite women’s critical role and contribution to agriculture, rural development, and food security, women across the world are discriminated against in terms of their access to, ownership of and control over land and the income produced from it. Women’s ability to access land and to claim, use and defend rights to land and other natural resources is weakened by their status within the household and community as well as discriminatory customary or statutory laws. Growing commercial pressures on land increase dependency on subsistence agriculture and further undermine women’s land rights.

According to FAO’s 2011 State of Food and Agriculture Report (SOFA), evidence of gender inequalities in access to land is ‘overwhelming’: social norms discriminate against women, with customary practices restricting women’s ability to own or operate land, and if they do, that land is generally of a lesser quality and size than men’s (SOFA 2011:23ff) – but land rights for women are crucial to closing the gender gap in agriculture. In IFAD-supported programmes, secure land tenure is central to reducing rural poverty and increasing agricultural production, as well as achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment. ILC, a network of intergovernmental and civil society organisations, of which IFAD and FAO are founding members, promotes secure and equitable access to land for women and men and has a targeted Women’s Land Rights Initiative.
Questions to be addressed during this discussion and the side event

We would like to invite your contributions on:

1. (Successful) examples of women claiming their land rights: Can you share concrete examples of women getting to know, understanding and claiming their land rights? Specifically, are there concrete examples of women accessing justice systems to claim their land rights? What can we learn from “not-so-successful” examples? Please share any lessons that might apply in other contexts.

2. Examples of policies and tools that promote women's land rights: Which policies have promoted secure land rights for women and how can these be replicated? What innovative and affordable tools can secure land tenure?

3. The role of women's organisations: What are effective approaches to ensure that women's voices are heard and get the support of policy-makers? What type of support do women’s organisations need to mobilise, and who are the existing and potential partners in promoting women's land rights? How can women's organisations contribute to community development, and how can the role of women in decision-making be strengthened?

4. The wider policy context: What challenges do women face in securing their land rights when land is increasingly used for commercial agriculture, fuel crop production, and conservation purposes? Once land rights are secured, how can women sustain their livelihoods from the land?

Thank you in advance for your time and contributions, which we will synthesise and share at the FAO-IFAD-ILC side event in New York, as well as with participants at the 56th session of the CSW.

We look forward to a stimulating debate, and in particular hope that you will share practical examples of rural women claiming their land rights to inform and motivate others working towards securing women's land rights!

Sabine Pallas and Luca Miggiano 

Contributions received
1 Syed Md. Zainul Abedin Abedin, Department of Agricultural Extension, Bangladesh
I am Zainul from Bangladesh.I know from a specific example that women are denied access to their parental land by some greedy and selfish men.These men come from various educational backgrounds and they may possess adequate properties to run their families.They might have earned the highest educational degree like PhD or they might have performed the highest religious ritual like Hajj.These particular groups of greedy people do not hesitate to misinterprete the state law or religious obligations to deceive their sisters to own the landed properties of their parents.

These heinous acts of greedy people can be stopped by the states through strict enforcement of legal and religious provisions of land distribution among the female heirs of any family.Before taking any punitive measures, however, a campaign might be organized to inform and raise awareness about deceiving the women from their rights to land.

Exemplary punishment should be given to those men and their accomplices who may be both men and women with widespread publicity in the media to make others alert about the offence.

2. Mrinmoy Das, Human Network, India

Good governance can do the same.

3. Leta Hong Fincher, Tsinghua University, China [received through the Land Portal] 

In China, women are embedded in a social and legal structure that is highly discriminatory and limits their land and property rights. As in many other countries, women in China lose land rights mainly through inequality of inheritance, marriage, divorce, and widowhood.

I have found that many of the same mechanisms that dispossess rural women of their land have also worked against women in China’s urban real estate boom. 

What economist Bina Agarwal wrote in her 1994 book, “A Field of One’s Own - Gender and Land Rights in South Asia,” still applies today: 

“…the risk of poverty and the physical well-being of a woman and her children could depend significantly on whether or not she has DIRECT access to income and productive assets such as land, and not just access MEDIATED through her husband or other male family members.” 

Leta Hong Fincher

PhD candidate, Sociology

Tsinghua University
Beijing

4. Jagat Basnet, Community Self Reliance Centre (CSRC), Nepal [received through the Land Portal] 

As per the Nepal’s experience, there should balanced of three things for the women’s and rights; first is women’s strong orgnisation and non-violence actions and power generation from ground, second strong lobby and discussion with the policy makers, parliament members and political leaders and third, cultural campaign from below like discussion with the mail and make the public issue of women’s justice and property rights issue.

As per the experience of Nepal, since there is balance of three things, government has announced 40% tax discount for the independent rights and only Rs. 100 (US $1.20) for joint ownership. As per the government provision, already more than 1000 women got the independent rights and more than 500 got the joint ownership. CSRC has been facilitating the joint ownership campaign and plan to support at least 5000 women in this year.

5. Swadhina, India [received through the Land Portal] 

We were instrumental in implementing a project on implementing women’s land rights at the grass-root level in the tribal area of Midnapore in West Bengal, India from 2009-2010. The project was funded by ILC. Being associated with the project we could closely see how the real situation is - at the ground level!! Even though there are laws and policies being framed from time to time to support women’s land rights there remains, in reality, a huge gap between WHAT IS and WHAT SHOULD BE! It is because there is a lack of knowledge about the laws among the grass-root women and the local social norms are strongly embedded in the system which does not allow the penetration of legal system for proper implementation. 

In this context, as a woman’s organisation, our role was to reach the legal provisions for women in a simplified manner. We made colorful posters, easy to understand booklets and cartoon booklets where we shared the issue of land rights and other laws for women and spoke about their rights in a subtle manner. These we presented through grass-root level meetings. By this way we could reach the awareness about legal provisions to them which would have otherwise never reached them! Then we took advantage of the fact that tribal culture is based on fairs and festivities and introduced a concept called “Earth Festival” - this festival highlighted the contribution made by women towards preserving land and land-based activities. This way we could send a strong message of women’s natural right towards her land within the ethos of the tribal culture.
These activities had a positive influence on the women and they became aware of their rights and their rightful claim towards their land.

6. Waliuzzaman, ActionAid, Bangladesh [received through the Land Portal]

Hello Everyone!


I am happy to participate in this discussion. Women Land Rights is one of the crucial areas where ActionAid Bangladesh Works and as a research officer of ActionAid Bangladesh, I have found this issue more vital for the overall development of women group of my country. 

In Bangladesh there are several policies that hinder women access to land. I can state one example: Bangladesh government distributes Kash Land (Govt land) to the land less people according to the policy but in the policy it has been said that, to get this land from the government by a widow, she has to have a boy child at least. That means, if a landless widow wants to get land from government, and if she has only a girl child, she cannot get land from the government. As a development practitioner, I believe this policy is not gender friendly and can not ensure equal rights of man and women.  After campaigning by ActionAid, though, the government of Bangladesh has promised to change this policy. 

This comment is my immediate reaction on this topic. I want to contribute more and I am glad to inform all of you that, I am going to conduct a research on “Women access to and control over Land in Rural Bangladesh”. 

I will write on my findings very soon. 

Take care all.

7. Paolo Groppo, FAO, Italy [received through the Land Portal]

Original contribution in Spanish. 

Una experiencia en curso en Mozambique es bastante relevante para esta discución: estamos implementando (FAO - Divisiones de Género, de Tierras y Agua y Oficina Jurídica) un par de proyectos sobre los derechos territoriales y uno de ellos es explicitamente relacionado con los derechos de las mujeres. La estrategia que hemos usado mirada, en los primeros años, a crear condiciones a nivel de la politica y de la legislación para que fuesen reconocidos los derechos de las comunidades locales. Fueron necesarios años de trabajo, siendo este un tema muy sensible, como todos sabemos. Poco a poco fueron realizadas una serie de experiencias piloto sobre como identificar, delimitar y reconocer estos territorios, haciendo trabajar juntos instituciones de gobierno, de la sociedad civil y de naciones unidas. En términos metodológicos esto se plasmó con el documento Participatory Land Delimitation, que tenemos a disposición para los interesados. Con los años se crearon las condiciones para empezar a trabajar dentro las comunidades, de manera que las parcelas que las mujeres estan cultivando, sean reconocidas de manera cuanto más formal posible. 

El proyecto actual, del cual informará la responsable, Marianna Bicchieri, en los próximos días, apunta a reforzar las capacidades de operadores (hombres y mujeres) que trabajan con las comunidades sobre los temas de los derechos de las mujeres a la tierra.

Fue necesario un tiempo, crear condicones de confianza tanto con el gobierno como con las oprganizaciones no gubernamentales y con las propias comundiades, sin embargo hemos logrado que tres titulos hayan sido emitidos por parte del gobierno de Mozambique en favor de tres mujeres. Son los primeros a ser emitidos en Mozambique, demonstrando que, con paciencia y constancia, se logran desplazar mismo las montañas.

English translation 
There is an experience currently in Mozambique quite relevant to this discussion: we are implementing (FAO – Gender & Land and Water Divisions, Legal Office) a couple of projects on land rights, one of them explicitly related to the rights of women. The strategy we used pointed, in the early years, to create conditions at policy and legislation levels to recognize the rights of local communities. It took years of work, this being a very sensitive issue, as we all know. Little by little a series of pilot experiences were made on how to identify, define and recognize these territories, by making government institutions, civil society and United Nations to work together. In methodological terms, this was reflected in the Participatory Land Delimitation document (available for those interested). Over the years, the conditions to start working within the communities were created, so that the rights over the plots that women are growing can be recognized the more formally as possible.

The person in charge of the current project, Marianna Bicchieri, will report about it in the coming days. The project aims to strengthen the capacities of operators (men and women) who work with communities on issues of women's rights to land.

It took time to create conditions of confidence with both the government and the non governmental organizations and with the communities themselves. However, we have managed to get three land titles issued by the government of Mozambique on behalf of three women. They are the first to be issued in Mozambique, demonstrating that, with patience and perseverance, we may be able to move mountains.

8. Sibabrata Choudhury, India [received through the Land Portal]

Land rights for women is a critical issue for discussion in the context of poverty alleviation and addressing nutritional food security. There might not be statistical evidence linking women’s land ownership with levels of malnutrition, but there is enough examples and evidence to suggest that with secured rights over land, especially homestead plots, women usually grow a variety of vegetables, greens and vitamin rich fruits that contribute to the food basket of the family and in turn reducing malnutrition among the rural population. 

Though regulations and government instructions exist to grant land title in favor of women and also issue of “joint title” in case of all government land distribution / allocation programmes there are often gaps in the implementation levels. At another level while joint title is practiced in government land allocation programmes, there is lack of clarity and inadequate instructions at the level of definition of rights over the land. The same applies in case grant for house (Indira Awas Yojna) construction is issued in the name of the lady of the house. An additional point I like to emphasize is emphasis on single women headed households in land allocation/distribution programmes since they constitute one of the most vulnerable sections of society.

I am interested to know about issues and examples of land rights for women and single headed women households with regard to Government land allocation/distribution programmes. Also impacts and examples of household nutrition through women focused interventions would be useful for replication in different parts of the world. 

I hail from Odisha, India and am associated in a programme that works in collaboration with a poverty alleviation project that is currently focusing on land allocation in its 1000 project villages.

9. Md. Kamrul Islam, Cotton Development Board, Bangladesh

Dear Forum Members,

With thank to Md. Zainul Abedin for his comments, I would like to add something more. In general, there are two ways for a Bangladeshi women to get a land right those are: 1. direct purchase and 2. inheritence.

1. Any women in Bangladesh can buy land at her own name when she has money without any restriction from laws.

2. In Bangladesh inheritence laws are Muslim Personal Law and Administration of Justice (Shariat) application Act of 1937 where women sharers inherit but not equally to their male counterpart.

However, most of the rural women and scarely for city women who do not has have their parent land that is because of tradition and culture. The factors include:

1. A long distance between a women parent and husband residence

2. Traditional belief that a women should not ask her brother for land

3. To assume a safe return while there is problems like as divorce with husband

Thus, to insure women’s land rights, a detalied survey should be done and the identified problems must be solved case by case.

Thank you.

With best regards,

Md. Kamrul Islam

Cotton Development Board

Ministry of Agriculture 

10. Sabelo Nkambule, SWADE, Swaziland

In my recent economic development experience, women's right to land is intricately linked to family structure. In extended families, access to land tends to be severely related to the relationship with her in laws. In most cases, this happens in communal lands. Although there could be a number of solutions to the question of land, the following experience in Swaziland could be insightful:

· In communal lands, women are shareholders in agribusiness entities wherein all shareholders have renunced their individual right to land back to the traditional authorities who in turn re allocate it to the business entity. In this case, all shareholders including women have their right to access land collectively determined at community level. Granted, intense grass roots mobilization and social transformation is required to achieve this goal.

· In urban areas, women still have to obtain consent from their husbands. Men are however largely exempted from this requirement unless there are signing personal suretyship if married in community of propriety. So there could be a need to review the fairness of existing legislation regarding the purchase and leasing of land parcels to accommodate women fully.

11. Claudio Schuftan, People’s Health Movement, Viet Nam
We all say women need equal access to land; but it is also equal access to the full range of social and financial services, as well as to infrastructural services, at the same time that they need a more enabling legal environment. 

 

Gender-specific barriers must be removed to ensure a more level playing field for females. For example, women must simply be given viable economic chances.  Also, extra incentives are needed for more investments in girls’ human capital formation and for aggressive gender-balanced education policies. Gender-informed investments in human capital formation are central (but not sufficient) to promoting gender equality. 

 

Beware: to benefit the entire family, programs for women can and will only succeed if and when they address power relations. This implies that we need to really get involved in gender mainstreaming rather than in exclusively ‘empowering women’. [Note that the use of the concept of ‘gender mainstreaming’ is on its way out; it is being replaced by ‘full integration of women and men (and boys and girls)’].

 

Ultimately, the most effective way to achieve all the above is to, without further delay, start advancing women so they are quickly promoted to positions where more of them are put in charge of planning, deciding-on and executing development projects and programs.

 

Far-fetched or ordinary, progressive or mainstream, visionary or guarded, revolutionary or utopian, novel or repetitive, these are roughly the pathways we, at the People’s Health Movement, think gender equality proponents will have to discern-from for gender equality to become a reality in the decade(s) to come.

Claudio in Ho Chi Minh City

12. Abdou Yahouza, ARZIKI, Niger [First contribution] 
Original contribution in French 

Bonjour Mes amis de FSN

Bon courage pour cet important sujet sur le foncier des femmes.

Ma contribution à ce sujet est: Pour mieux sécuriser le foncier des femmes il faut appliquer seulement les droits cotumiers, islamiques et modernes ainsi que les textes sur la décentralisation. En effet dans la plupart des communautés des règles existent sur les droits des femmes. Par exemples dans l'héritage la femme a une certaine part du foncier, de même que ses enfants, cependant cette part n'est pas sécurisée avec un acte foncier, c'est l'oralité et avec le temps comme il n'y a aucun papier les femmes perdent ces terres et mêmes les hommes devant certaines forces. Donc la solution c'est de systématiser l'acte foncier, par conséquent il faut une vaste campagne de sensibilisation pour que chaque propriétaire traditionnelle de terres (qu'il soit homme ou femme) la sécurise avec un papier officielle (attestation de détention coutumière, acte d'acqusition, acte de cession,...) avec des témoignage à l'appui. Avec l'avènement de la décentralisation, il y a des commissions foncières partout dans les communes et ont pour rôle la sécurisation foncière des communautés. Les partages d'héritage des terres, les attributions, les ventes, les locations ou prêts des terres doivent également être couvert par des procès verbaux, des contrats en fonction des cas. En un mot il faut matérialiser l'oralité par des écrits légalisés qui peuvent en cas de besoins pour litige ou violation des droits être présentés à la justice.

Mes saluations les meilleures

Abdou Yahouza

Vétérinaire Agroenvironnementaliste

Niamey - Niger

English translation 

Greetings to my friends in the FSN Forum. 

Good luck with this important topic regarding women´s access to land.

My contribution to this subject is the following: in order to better secure the access of women to land, it is only necessary to apply the customary rights, islamic and modern as well as the texts on decentralization. Indeed, most communities have rules regarding women’s rights. For example, in the case of an inheritance the woman receive a portion of the land, like her children.  However this inherited portion of land is not secured by a land title, it is oral and with time, because there are no documents, women lose these lands and so even do men, faced with certain pressures. Therefore, the solution is to formalize the land titles, and consequently, it will be necessary to have an advocacy campaign so that each traditional landowner (be it man or woman) secures title to the land with an officialdocument (declaration of a customary holding, deed of purchase, deed of surrender ...) with the support of witnesses. With the advent of decentralization, there are land commissions everywhere in the communities and they are responsible for securing the communities’ land ownership. The sharing of land after inheritance, the land allocations, the sales of land, land rental and land loans must also be covered by formal minutes, with contracts as appropriate. In short, the oral forms must be made substantive by legalized written texts, which, in the case of litigation or infringement of rights, could be presented in court.

With my best wishes  

Abdou Yahouza

Veterinary surgeon, Agro-environmentalist

Niamey - Niger

13. Lizzy Igbine, Nigerian Women Agro Allied Farmers Association, Nigeria
I welcome all to the year 2012.

I am an African and my experiences have an African background. 

In Africa women generally have no right to ownership of land. 

Land is being shared by the males in a family and the answer I received when I asked “why this inhuman treatment?” was that the women will export wealth to another man as she is married out to another family. Another answer is that the practice has brougth wars in the ancient days.

Our situation today is that due to the present developments and civilization, women have to fight for their livelyhood and this brings about entrepreneurship; now the fact that women are equal to their male counterparts in working for livehoods and caterring for their offsprings should not be overemphasaied as most families enjoy the fruit of the women’s labour.

The practice of agriculture requires land and women are the major players as we are 65% of farmers in Nigeria. 

Now how do you fight tradition and apportion land to us the women farmers. It is simple and is doable.

Since civilization, governments of countries have by law vested land on the government; also laws can make and alter decisions. It then needs the sincererity of government to lift the poor women who have limited right to land to buy, acquire and allocate to women farmers farmlands rather than exposing us to the ridicle of peasantry. This can be given to groups and clusters. This issue is already overflogged we need action, sincerrity and commitment of government to show we can do spirit and willingness. 
We await actions...

Lizzy Igbine (Mrs)

Nigerian Women Agro Allied Farmers Association.

(Niwaafa)

14. Sofa Onesimus, BAPESU, Cameroon.

The land dispossession of women in most parts of rural Africa in general and Cameroon in particular stems from the woman's place in the society. The fight for the general rights of women to be treated as human beings and not a factor of production and reproduction still has a long way to go in the rural milieu that harbors the least educated and vulnerable female groups. This land dispossession is a chain reaction originating from the heads of households distributing landed property among sons as while assuming that the daughters are a marriageable property belonging to other families. When they get married, this process continues with their husbands handing land rights to their sons. Furthermore, widowhood creates its own drawbacks as the brothers of husbands intervene to seize land supposedly owned by widows pushing them into poverty considering the fact that these rural women make a greater part of their livelihood through small-scale farming.

These problems are blamed on very weak legal systems and insufficient sensitization of women's rights. The educated woman would possibly gain control over her land property with access to income. The vulnerable rural woman requires assistance from sensitization of her rights and I recommend a collective sensitization involving the entire rural community so that men would realize the position of their daughters in the families as being equal to the male children thus requiring a fair land distribution.

There exist local structures in most villages which deal with land crises under the auspices of the village heads. The rural woman can get a fair share of her land rights if these structures are sensitized, developed and integrated into the modern and global legal systems while allowing management in their hands to avoid chaos since their perception of involvement of outsiders on land issues can be negative.

Sofa Onesimus

BAPESU, Cameroon

University of Oslo

Norway

15. Jagat Basnet, Community Self Reliance Centre (CSRC), Nepal [received through the Land Portal] – 2nd contribution 

The main obstacles of women’s land rights are two things; one is legal provision and another is cultural practices and values which is directly link with the mind set of patriarchy. Regarding the obstacle of land rights campaign of Nepal is government just announced the policy they did not have the programme to implement the programme. Land rights campaign also not as expected resources on this. For this, without campaigning at rural area, it is not possible. Second is still we have to change the mind set of men and women both on this. So still we have cultural obstacles on this and CSRC has been facilitating this as campaign and starting from the NLRF members, CSRC staff and members and land rights activist from local level.

CSRC has been implementing the following strategies to convince the policy makers and government of Nepal.

It is not possible without empowering enabling and strengthening of the women’s organisation at local and national level. Those who are deprived from the rights they themselves should claim and fight for this. So, CSRC empowered and organised around 50,000 women and they have been showing the power from the ground to national level. 

National Land Rights Forum, the oragnisation of landless and tenants farmers focusing on the rights of women and mobilization of women and non-violence action is important so CSRC has been facilitating this process. 

One thousand rural women came in Kathmandu with their own food and blanket, this is itself power and oragnised the ‘sit in programme in front of the major political parties office, Ministries of Nepal government and parliament building civil society oragnisaitons, human rights activists and women parliament members supported. 

The women leaders hand over the ploguh to all the political parties leaders and ask to fulfill their commitment which they had done during the election time. This had made possible to take the decision of council of ministers on the independent and joint ownership land rights and at eh end government of Nepal announced in budget speech as laws.

The another strategy is if the real person claim the rights it is possible, if the NGOs leaders ask to do then no possible. So rural women themselves should claim their rights not by NGOs and other people. 

There are few obstacles which are as follows;

Government announced the policy but they have no programme for the campaigning. Without campaigning it is not possible. Now CSRC has been campaigning from the different part of the countries. 

As I already said it is also the campaign of cultural change and it is difficult to change the mind set not only the male female as well. 

Again with out claiming the rights person or respective person, it is not possible, it is taking time to make able to claim the rights from the right and respective person. 

In the case of CSRC, it has started from its staffs, members and NLRF members and leaders. This has showed the example and campaign is moving a head on this.

16. Cathy Gatundu, ActionAid, Kenya [received through the Land Portal]

I agree with comments made earlier, and really appreciate the experiences shared here- what works and what others are doing.  

The question of women’s rights to land is one of citizenship. What are the rights of a citizen to the territory called country? The unfortunate thing is, most of the decisions on land- use, control or ownership- is left to or happens in the private sphere, that as most people note, is guided by traditions and customs that are discriminatory against women, to the extent that legal or public policy provisions that may be progressive in supporting women’s rights to land do not realize tangible benefits to the women’s lived realities because the end results are still dictated by what happens in private sphere. 

We have seen cases- in Malawi, Nepal for example, where National or local governments have instituted very progressive policies for land redistribution, and registration of land in the names of women, but if you interrogate further, the decisions on how to use the land, and what happens to the produce, still remains a Man’s domain. The man in that women’s life still makes the final decision.

17. Wikigender [received through the Land Portal]
It is true that women face many obstacles in accessing land (http://wikigender.org/index.php/Access_to_land ), especially as many discriminatory practices prevail even when laws grant equal rights. For example, in Kenya women’s access to land is severely restricted by customary law, which essentially prohibits women from owning or inheriting land - even though the Kenyan Constitution guarantees equality of ownership rights for all Kenyan citizens. (http://wikigender.org/index.php/Gender_Equality_in_Kenya ). 

One of the main policy challenges is therefore the existence of multiple legal systems in a given country. There are numerous examples of policy approaches, such as gender-sensitive land certification programmes. For example in Ethiopia, a government-led initiative to counteract women’s financial vulnerability has helped to improve significantly their economic and social status. (http://oecd.org/dataoecd/11/56/45987065.pdf ) 

Accessing land is key for rural women in developing countries as it not only empowers them financially but it also gives them more decision-making power in the household and the community. (See more on Social Norms: http://wikigender.org/index.php/Social_Institutions_and_Gender_Index )

18. Camara Abdoul Aziz, Farmers Cooperativ for developement of Agriculture, Guinea

Dear Members of FSN, 

First of all I greet everybody and I wish all of you luck in your activities.

We all known women are the mother of humanity, no woman = no life. In Africa 90% of family charges are supported by women and the only activity those women do is agriculture. In my country, Guinea Conakry, women are the main workers on the farm, men are just supervisors. So for that reason women's land should be restrictable to them according to the law.

Best regard.

 

Camara Abdoul Aziz

President of (Farmers Cooperativ for developement of Agriculture) 
CPDA Cooperative Paysanne le Développement Agricol).

19. Elly Pradervand, Women's World Summit Foundation WWSF, Switzerland

Dear Moderator,

The Women's World Summit Foundation WWSF, an international NGO writes an annual OPEN LETTER TO RURAL WOMEN OF THE WORLD.

The 2011 theme was "Claim your Right to Land and Inheritance!
Attached please find the link to the Open Letter on line  
http://www.woman.ch/uploads/15oct/WWSF-15oct2011-openLetter-en.pdf
Excerpts from the Open Letter for the Forum participants:

The right to land and inheritance is an internationally recognized human right. Yet women, especially rural women, are frequently denied this right. Indeed, gender inequalities in access to land are overwhelming. Women across all developing countries are consistently less likely to own or operate land or to have access to rented land, and the land they do have access to is often of poorer quality and in smaller plots.

Although in many countries women perform approximately 75% of agricultural work, they are deprived of the right to own the land they cultivate. Not only is it difficult for women to own land, but it is also problematic for them to inherit land even if they are the guarantors of food security, particularly in Africa, as it is women who do most work on the land, process the harvest and feed their families. 
 

In rural areas mostly in developing countries, inheritance claims are handled by poorly run, male dominated administrations, which make inheritance decisions based upon personal, often discriminatory, views rather than on a legal basis. Indeed, without legal protection, women are at risk of suddenly becoming landless, as it has happened in the many cases where the husband sells the family land or when women become widows.6 By gaining ownership of rightfully owned land and inherited property, women can be empowered to provide themselves with income and security, decrease poverty and lower the risk of domestic violence, allowing them to be more prosperous and to be better providers for their families. Exclusion of women from access to land pushes them towards the cities, where they often join the ranks of the increasing number of women-headed households in slum areas.

 
Dear Sisters, you must take action and ensure that you receive the right to own land and receive inheritance. 

Owning and inheriting land is an effective way to improve your families, communities, as well as your social, economic and political status. Structures need to be put in place at the local level and in public and private organizations to monitor policies related to gender equality, facilitate your empowerment and ensure that laws are obeyed. Customary and cultural practices must be subject to the right of equality and economic empowerment and your active involvement in the formal economy must be promoted and supported. 

In cases such as Rwanda, the deprivation of widows after the 1994 genocide led to fierce lobbying for the reform of Rwanda’s Civil Code, which now allows widows to inherit property.  

Know, understand and claim your rights from your governments. Ensure that your leaders: 

· Reaffirm your right to land and inheritance  

· Provide equal access for women to land and inheritance 

· Protect and raise awareness of the right for women to own land and gain inheritance to land, focusing on raising awareness among traditional authorities in order to enhance their comprehension of gender issues  

· Revise national constitutions as well as laws concerning marriage, family and inheritance  

· Advise on how to include women’s rights, concerns and needs in regulation and guidelines for the implementation of laws and policies and give space for two names on land registration forms 

· Advocate for innovative, affordable and flexible land tenure systems 

· Train administrations handling land and inheritance claims 

· Establish a system for monitoring land administration institutions 

· Invest to support women farmers and include them in the decision-making processes  

Poster for the 2011 International Day of Rural Women - 15 October.
Elly Pradervand
WWSF CEO
20. Priscilla Nzamalu, Network for Ecofarming in Africa, Kenya

Dear Moderator,

 

I am glad to make a contribution to the discussion on how women's rights can be secured. Please find below my contribution:

 

How can Women’s rights be secured?

Women’s rights can be secured by analyzing their situations / contexts, assets, responsibilities, entitlements, abilities and capabilities; followed by establishing frameworks that create enabling environments  for their participation and development. Implementing interventions and enacting policies that enhance women's security and empowerment will help.

What to do? 

States should respect, protect and fulfill women’s rights. The public especially civil societies should lobby and advocate for policies that secure woman’s rights. 

It is important to empower women and get them organized. Improving women’s literacy levels will give stamina to stand up and raise their voices as they claim their entitlement and rights.

Facilitating forums and interventions that uplift the livelihoods of women and children lighten the burden on women. One of the burdens women bear in the household is feeding the family. Ensuring food security and nutrition education as well as states investing in nutrition will help women to great extends; by improving livelihoods. Besides, other rights, will also be fulfilled when the right to food and nutrition is fulfilled.

Empowered women understand better their entitlement and rights. They are then at better position to claim these rights and empowerments.

Example:

Proffessor Wangari Maathai of Kenya was empowered enough to protect the environment against political will. She exercised her rights to the end of her life including deciding and planning the disposal of her dead body before retiring with her death.

Overall:

There is need for state inbuild will to respect, protect and fulfil womén's rights, besides all human rights.

Kind regards,

 

Priscilla

21. Emad Ahmed Mahgoub, Agricultural Research Corporation, the Sudan

Dear All,

 

Land rights in conflict and post-conflict environments is an increasing area of concern within humanitarian and development communities. When conflicts end, land rights may be threatened, especially for women, subsistence farmers and other marginalized populations. Secure land rights are, therefore, a critical issue for humanitarian response, sustainable peace-building and longer-term economic recovery, particularly in countries where agriculture is key to livelihoods. While mine-action activities such as priority-setting, survey and clearance bring mine-action organizations into direct contact with land-rights issues, most tend to avoid these issues.
 

Female-headed households can be more vulnerable to land grabbing as they are often less aware of their land rights than male-headed households, and are more likely to be illiterate, poorer and have fewer livelihood options. They may also have limited or no land-inheritance rights under customary or even statutory law in many mine-affected countries, such as in Afghanistan and South Sudan. Therefore, they may be less able to defend their land claims.

 

Thank  you
With best regards
 

 Yours sincerely
 Dr. MAHGOUB Emad Ahmed

Agricultural research Corporation

22. Patrick N. Muiruri, Arrizzo Consulting, Kenya

Dear Moderators,

Thanks for giving us a chance to contribute to this important issue. The following is my contribution.

In Kenya, there are many resources. Land is one of them. The first step towards making women have a say in land issues and rights has been to give them an identity and to recognize the right to own property. Before the 1980’s, a majority of the women did not possess ID cards and could therefore not transact any formal transactions. This has changed and today women have IDs and can operate bank accounts, own property and have access to a wide range of resources.

On 27th August 2010, Kenya enacted a new constitution which has gone far to improve the disparities in land ownership. Today every male and female child is entitled to land inheritance, before only the male could inherit land.  Thus recognition of equal land rights is an avenue to women getting access to land. The constitution is at the heart of every country and gives rights to the citizen. It is therefore important to have land issues enshrined in the constitution.

Joint land ownership of land between husband and wife is also giving women right and access to land. This is where the names of a couple clearly indicated on a legal land document such as a title deed. Thus it is no longer the man’s land, but rather a family land. This makes it possible for the land to be available for planting of agro-forestry trees that can be harvested from time to time and provide fuel wood for a rural household. The women therefore have a chance to even plant crops of their choice depending on their needs. 

Many thanks

Patrick N. Muiruri

Arrizzo Consulting

23. Mohamed Ajuba Sheriff, Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Food Security, Sierra Leone

In Sierra Leone land as a natural capital is the most important asset for agricultural livelihood. Accessibility to land by farmers for both food crop and cash crop production is good because most farmers farm on owned land. In particvular the accessibility of land by women for self-cultification is encouraging. However, ownership of land by women is critical due to tradition.
The small holder commercialisation program (SCP) policy in the agriculture sector is promoting women's right to land. Women are organised into community based organisation as member of Agric Business Centre (ABC) in their communities for production, processing and marketing of agricultural products. In this regard the ownership of land by CBO's is one of the most important criteria for registration. 

In view of the above, the women's group are enhanced to own land either by outright sale or by negotiation withi the legal framework.
24. Famara Diédhiou, Fahamu, Senegal 

Original contribution in French 

Femmes et Terres à Thionck-Essyl ?
A Thionck-Essyl, une commune rurale du département de Bignona (+10000hbts), l’accès à la terre pour les femmes ne souffrent d’aucun problème.

Sur le plan administratif, la politique de décentralisation permet à tout le monde de faire une demande au conseil municipal qui délibère sans partie prise ni traitement de faveur.

Sur le plan coutumier ou traditionnel, les modes d’exploitations et de consommation ont conduit à une division du travail. En effet, dans cette partie du Sénégal, le riz est une céréale fondamentale de la culture Diola (ethnie ultra majoritaire de la zone) et constitue la base de sa nourriture depuis toujours.

1- sur les terres de plateau (brousse), généralement affectées à l’arachide et au mil, l’exploitation est assurée et réservée exclusivement aux hommes. Les femmes n’y vont que pour appuyer le semis et le vannage ; le labour, le désherbage et la récolte revenant exclusivement aux hommes. Au cas où ces terres disposent de fruitiers sauvages, l’exploitation est généralement laissée ou faite pour les femmes. En termes de legs et d’héritage, ça ne se fait qu’entre hommes. Mais aujourd’hui, du fait des conditions climatiques (insuffisances des pluies et des récoltes) et de l’évolution des systèmes d’exploitation qui font que les terres de plateau procurent des revenus monétaires (arboriculture fruitière) et transaction, les femmes sont en train de demander timidement leur part d’héritage.

2- sur les terres de bas fonds (rizières profondes particulièrement), l’héritage et l’accès sont équitables pour les femmes et les hommes. Tant qu’on est en famille (les fils et les filles sont sous la charge des parents), les parents gèrent tout. Dès qu’un fils ou une fille se marie, il a droit à une partie des terres que lui cèdent ses parents. Au décès d’un des parents, les enfants ont le même droit sur les terres. Sur ces terres le labour est exclusivement réservé aux hommes, le repiquage et la moisson sont réservés aux femmes alors que la gestion de la fertilité et de l’eau revient aux deux parties. Ici aussi, il y a une légère mutation, de plus en plus les hommes participent et ont tendance à faire la moisson au même titre ou plus que les femmes.

Cette forme de gestion des terres est pratiquée dans la quasi-totalité des 21 villages de l’arrondissement de Tendouck (+44000hbts).

Si jusqu’à un passé récent cette forme de gestion n’a souffert d’aucun mal, depuis quelques années les demandes de terres de plateau par les femmes sont en train de remettre en cause la quiétude foncière. A mon avis, il serait bien que les mécanismes de gestion foncière appliquée en terres inondables  (rizières) soient appliqués sur les terres de plateau pour éviter toute forme de conflits fonciers intra familiaux

English translation 
Women and land in Thionck-Essyl?
In Thionck-Essyl, a rural commune of the Bignona department (+10,000 inhabitants), access to land for women does not present any problems.
At the administrative level, the decentralization policy allows anyone to make a claim to the municipal council, who deliberates without taking sides and without favoritism.
At the customary or traditional level, exploitation and consumption practices have led to a division of labor. Indeed, in this part of Senegal, rice is a basic cereal of the Diola culture (by far the largest ethnic group in the zone) and it has always constituted their staple food. 
1- In the plateau land (bush land), where peanuts and millet are generally cultivated, the exploitation is ensured and reserved exclusively for men. Women only serve as helpers in the planting of seeds and the winnowing; tilling, weeding and harvest being the exclusive preserve of men. If the land has any wild fruit, the exploitation is generally left to or done by women. In the case of legacies or inheritances only men are involved. However today, due to climatic conditions (insufficient rains and harvest) and the evolution of land use systems that mean that plateau lands produce monetary incomes (cultivation of fruit trees) and  transactions , women have started timidly to request their part in the inheritance.
2- In the lowlands (specially the deep rice paddies), inheritance and access are equitable for men and women. While the children are living with their parents, the parents manage everything. When a child gets married, he/she has the right to part of the land which is ceded to them by the parents. When one of the parents dies, the children share the same rights over the land. On this land, ploughing is reserved exclusively for men; the transplanting and harvest are reserved for women while fertilization and watering are the responsibility of both men and women. Here also there is a small change, as more and more men take part and tend to do the harvesting in the same way, or more so, than women. 
This way of managing the land is practiced in virtually all the 21 villages of the Tendouck district (+44,000 inhabitants).
Even if until recently this form of managing the land did not suffer any problems, in recent years the requests by women for plateau land are now disturbing the tranquility of land holdings. In my opinion, it would be good if the land management mechanisms applied in flooded lands (rice paddies) were also to be applied to plateau lands in order to avoid all kinds of family land disputes.
Famara Diédhiou (Mr)

Campaign coordinator

We Are The Solution

Fahamu, Dakar (Sénégal)

www.fahamu.org
25. Ian Tilbury, Institute For Human Liberty, United Kingdom

How pitiful we are as a species. There is no legality in Law that goes beyond its application to a Human Being. Any interpretation that allows the term Gender, Religion, Political Philosophy, Race and a myriad of other devisive characterisations we have allowed into out lexicon must now be faced and eliminated like, dare I say, grown ups. We have been one species from day one. We've allowed ignorance to prevail. 

How can a nation belong to the United Nations if it continues to accept the most fundamental bigotry.

When a human being owns land it is theirs to do with as they wish.

We must become the Human Race. We must apply ourselves. We must accept and apply ourselves to the duty each of us carries. 

It's time to have the character that 'Reason' and 'Will' have placed in our species. 

Beuracracies have not served us well. Let's make them.
26. Gaby Gómez-García, independent consultant, Bolivia 
[Original contribution in Spanish, English translation will follow soon, Ed.] 

Estimados contribuyentes, todos son aportes muy valiosos que merecen una más profunda reflexión a partir de los aportes presentados. Quiero comenzar indicando que mi inglés no es bueno, por eso pongo en español más abajo, porque es ahí donde realmente está lo que muy brevemente quiero decir y pienso y siento sobre este tema del derecho de la mujer a la tierra.
Considero que el tema de la seguridad del derecho a la tierra para las mujeres depende de muchos factores y sin duda son distintos en cada continente y en cada país.
Uno de los primeros factores es que este derecho esté reconocido en las leyes, sin discriminación de edad, sin discriminar el estado civil de la mujer, ni su condición de madre o no. Este primer paso es importante que sea complementado con políticas y normas secundarias que permitan llevar aplicar las leyes.
Pero esto, no es suficiente, es también importante pata las mujeres que el contexto social en el que “habitan” , le reconozcan a la mujer ese su derecho y le permitan ejercerlo. Hay comunidades (no necesariamente pueblos indígenas), sino comunidades campesinas, que no permiten a la mujer ocupar su tierra en calidad de propietario, no le permiten usar su propiedad para producir ni su alimento. Este es un tema que debiera ser incorporado desde ´la enseñanza primaria en la currícula de las escuelas.
Pareciera que con los dos factores arriba señalados, pareciera que es suficiente, sin embargo, pareciera que en algunos casos la limitante o impedimento para que la mujer ejerza su derecho sobre la tierra, es la propia mujer. Algunas veces por desconocimiento de sus derechos (que no es extraño en algunas áreas rurales) y otras veces por la fuerza del medio, que imposibilita a la mujer exigir, en muchos casos, el cumplimiento de las leyes. Le llamo “la actitud mental de sumisión” adoptada por muchas mujeres, es como si la pobreza estuviera ligada a una actitud sumisa, pareciera que la pobreza trae consigo y abrazada a la timidez. Es muy difícil que mujeres que viven en pobreza, demanden el reconocimiento de este derecho, ya sea porque lo adquieren por viudez o por haber sido beneficiarias del Estado.
En pueblos indígenas es mucho más complejo. Los títulos de la propiedad en un pueblo, están a nombre del pueblo, pero no puede negarse que internamente hay una distribución de la tierra. En este proceso se escuda detrás de los derechos comunitarios, el desconocimiento de los derechos de las mujeres y más aún en matrimonios inter étnicos, en los que luego de una separación, la mujer queda totalmente desvalida y sin ninguna protección e la comunidad.
Muchas mujeres de las áreas rurales, engrosan gradualmente las áreas periféricas de las ciudades, no sé si en mejores o peores condiciones de pobreza, pero siguen pobres y siguen con muchas dificultades para acceder a una seguridad alimentaria, en el marco de los derechos humanos.
Es posible seguir enumerando las limitaciones para que la mujer acceda a la tierra, para que la mujer ejerza su derecho ciudadano de mujer en igual condición que el hombre… aunque este es otro debate
27. Keshab Dahal, Abhiyan Nepal, Nepal [received through the Land Portal]

Land to the women or to ensure land rights to the women is eco- political issues. This issue is directly related to the reform of the state character. Without political negotiation this is very impossible to insure land to the women however political pressure is must. To change feudal power structure, to change M dominating production relation and to change the cultural position of female in every household,  state character have to change because these all are directly/indirectly related to states’ policy making nature. In all change process all political issues have to be deal politically and same things should be followed on this issue also. To make overall change, to insure land rights to the women, very strong women/people peaceful movement should have to be organized, which will create positive environment/pressure for political negotiation and to reform the state power relation.  To get ultimate result in land rights to the women, bottom level land rights movement (land to the women movement) support to make environment for political debate of the issue, empower women to political dialogue, unified people around movement and support progressive political forces  for change.

Keshab Dahal

Abhiyan Nepal, Sunsari

28. Ndahada Nghifindaka-Tjiuongua, African Liberation Heritage Programme, Zambia [received through the Land Portal]

All comments by this group make sense to me, we need to do something as women of this globe.
29. Arthur Eveleens, Gender Sudies Network [received through the Land Portal]

I agree with you Ndahafa. At the same time, however, we also need to do something as men of this globe. 
I certainly agree with equality before the law, which, ironically, means that, if I was a judge (which I am not, just for purposes of discussion), gender, race/ethnic group, sexual orientation, religious views (assuming that one was not deliberately harming others on the basis of these views) and so on and so forth would not even come into the equation. Having due regard to all of the evidence presented, I would sentence, for example, a corrupt banker for being a corrupt banker and a murderer for being a murderer. 

Lady Justice (Justitia), a symbol of law, is often depicted with scales in one hand and a sword in the other, and a blindfold. In my view, this blindfold does not, and should never, stand for ignorance. It stands for the impartiality of proper law, hence the foregoing comments. 

Women should have land rights and more rights in general in societies where such rights for women are absent. That is beyond doubt. In societies where women have equal rights under properly drafted and impartially enforced law, however, they must bear in mind that they also have responsibilities. 

For example, if I remember correctly, the motto of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is ‘Fiat panis’ (Let there be bread). In my view, food security should be a human right, not a gender right.

30. MG Chandrakanth, India [received through the Land Portal]

I have a few ideas towards this. There are umpteen number of developmental programs offered by developmental departments for farmers and people  in rural areas. India lives in villages said the Mahathma Gandhi. Hence it is crucial that women in rural areas need to have secured rights to land. However more than 90 percent of land titles are in the name of the male farmer. Only in the case of widows, the title to land gets transferred to the widow before she subdivides the land rights to her children. Thus, a women gets title, largely in the case of widowhood. 

Another way of giving title to land to women is to make it compulsory for farmers in India to have the land in the name of farm women in the case of receiving benefits from developmental programs such as subsidy for tractors, subsidy for power tillers, subsidy for horticulture, drip irrigation, sprinkler irrigation and so on, so that unless the farmer transfers the title to the farm women, he will not be eligible to receive the benefits.

There are developmental programs in India which demand that the property is exclusively registered in the name of female. The details were provided by Ms Kavyashree, former PDO, on 29th July 2011 when she gave a lecture to my students, as I am teaching a course on Developmental programs in Karnataka State. The credit for this should go to Ms Kavyashree.

The housing schemes (scheme of building house for houseless people, who are below the Poverty Line) house will be registered in the name of female. Requirement is that the person should have a ‘site’ which can be in the name of ‘male’, but the house sanctioned under the scheme will be in the name of ‘female’.  The schemes are:

1. Ashraya yojana which pays Rs. 40,000 per house

2. Ambedkar yojana  which pays Rs. 40,000 per house for SC/ST families

3. Indira Awas Yojana which pays Rs. 60,000 per house - the house is registered in the name of female, and can also be registered in the name of both wife and husband.

4. Basava Indira Yojana which pay Rs 63000 per house for those living in huts or very old houses

One such program is the Indira Awas Yojana where dwelling units are constructed for SCs/STs, freed bonded laborers and rural poor below poverty line.”

31. Dismas Biringanine, APRODEA, République Démocratique du Congo [received through the Land Portal]

Les femmes défendent leurs droits fonciers par 3 voies notamment:

Les femmes leaders sont formées  en plaidoyer et lobbying. Les femmes formées  organisent des conférences et ateliers où elles invitent les décideurs politiques, coutumiers pour expliquer le droit foncier des femmes et présentent leurs cahiers de charge aux autorités afin de  recouvrer leurs droits.

L’APRODEA comme ONG de proximité qui accompagne  les structures dans cette problèmatique mènent le plaidoyer auprès des services des cadastres pour  sécuriser les terres des femmes victimes de spoliation  par la délimitation  et la délivrance des titres fonciers  (certification de propriété), mais avant ceci le code foncier est vulgarisé ainsi que la loi sur l’héritage car c’est là où les problèmes se posent car dans milieux traditionnels lorsque l’homme meurt souvent les fils ainés qui héritent  ravissent les champs à la veuve et à ses enfants et le redistribuent à sa propre progéniture. Ceci étant APRODEA est préoccupé pour vulgariser la loi sur l’héritage qui stipule  que la veuve  a droit à 50% des biens de son mari (y compris 50% des champs)+1/8 de ce qu’on a distribué et tous les enfants doivent  en avoir y compris  les filles. AINSI une fois les femmes informées, elles revendiquent  leurs droits.

Fait à Bukavu, le 25  janvier  2012

Thank you for the interesting topic!

32. Mohammed Shams Mekky Nagdy Mekky, Agricultural Research Center, Egypt

Thank  you for all members and contributions, In Egypt there is no problem with women working with men in farm management in villages in all governorates of Egypt. The legislative religions and beliefs in Egypt identified the legal rights of women. In general, women's participation in the provision of food is necessary for the increase of food products. There are many agricultural products are being developed by women and solve a lot of lack of food and other agricultural products such as furniture, clothing and tools used in the home and that are made from agricultural products. We can not live rights without the participation of both women and men in making a happy life drawn by God to his creation of human beings.

33. Olivia Muza, consultant, Zimbabwe
Another way of understanding this is as outlined: much of the problems to do with land rights are entrenched in the socio-cultural context. While men can easily own, inherit and possess land, women tend to have challenges in the same. This imbalance has also been unconsciously inherited by the various institutional contexts, still subjecting women to a landless situation.

 

Addressing the root cause is perhaps the starting point in ensuring that women's land rights are secured. How can the socio-patriachal issues be capacitated to address the situation of landless women? How can society accept that both male and female child can own land equally and still contribute productively to economic development? How can the productive capacity of women be improved beyond land ownership and rights to ensure that institutional support for women activities are maintained and successful?

 

Thank  you   

34. Moses Jaokoo, UNITAR, Kenya

In African societies Land had a lot of symbolic meaning and therefore sacred to peoples’hearts. In order to solve the problem it is not just enough to legislate on the issue, more important is to understand its anthropogenic root and deal with it through cultural and social processes. 
Kenyan constitution 2010 has very good provisions on women equal right to land ownership but the effect is yet to be felt on the ground if current statitistics is anything to go by. The problem is the oversimplification of the problem. To the contrary a sizeable number of women have the opinion that what they need is not the document but to have a say on the land ownership be it on customary tenure or private tenure system. I will provide a debate on the tenure regimes to give the discussion a historical perspective.

Moses Jaokoo

Candidate 2011

International Environmental Law

UNITAR

35. Wikigender [received through the Land Portal] 

Further to my previous comment, when laws exist, women often don’t have access to legal services or legal literacy to be able to claim rights. Here is an example from Tajikstan on this: Tajikstan established 16 District Task Forces (DTFs) to provide legal advice on land rights. Between 2003 – 2008, staff provided legal advice to approximately 14,000 rural women and men and as a consequence, the proportion of farms registered to women rose from 2% in 2002 to 14% in 2008.

36. Pabitra Sharma, College of Development Studies, Nepal [received through the Land Portal] 

Just access to land by a woman is incomplete to define secured women land rights. There must be access to, control over and ownership on land. Along with access to land the major aspects to include are control over and full ownership on land as it directly empowers women economically, politically and socially as well as enhances decision making capacity of women regarding land issues. Secured women land rights can be in the terms of single ownership on land or through joint ownership on land.
In Nepal, the tax exemption policy launched by the government on registering the land on the name of a woman has been proven an effective means to aware people about the issue on women land rights. So far there is the increasing trend on registering the land on the name of a woman to gain the benefits of tax waiver. But major question to answer here is whether it’s just an issue of access to or it covers both control and ownership on land .The percentage of women land entitlement has increased but along with access do women have developed controlling power and have total ownership on land to be termed as secured women land rights? Controlling power and ownership can be defined as whether women is able to make her own decision on land matters like to sell it, mortgage or how to use the entitled land without any hegemony.
Regarding the women land rights still we cannot deny that there is over rule of customary law over statutory rule in women land rights. Presence of patriarchy society hinders a woman to gain secured women land rights as it is a long process to change the perception of me towards women land rights Women organization and government can be an effective tool to create awareness campaign for women land rights but along with it focus should be made on women education they must be informed and aware of their land rights as women land rights issues are merely taken into consideration as well as to create interest for land rights.
A secured women land right is a must for women as land rights are human rights which ensures gender equality. Development programs should just not only focus on women health, employment, education etc. but should encompass secured women land rights also. So I think secured women land rights is one of the most vital and effective way to enhance decision making power on land, stronger control over land and to uplift the status of women and a paradigm shift regarding land rights.


Pabitra Sharma

College of Development Studies and MODE
Nepal

37. Marianna Bicchieri, FAO Land and Gender Project-Mozambique [received through the Land Portal] 

The achievement of a group of Mozambican rural women who recently obtain their own land titles is a good example of African rural women learning and standing up for their land rights.
Since 2006 FAO has been working with the Juridical and Judicial Training Center (CFJJ) of the Ministry of Justice in Mozambique to provide legal education to rural people through paralegal training courses. These courses were designed to ensure that the ordinary rural citizens of Mozambique are not only more aware of their rights, but are able to successfully use these rights in pursuit of economic and social benefits, and learn how to defend these rights when necessary, by recourse to the justice system. Gender, land and women’s rights have always been included in the training modules. Even if there are good laws in the country that recognize and defend women’s rights over land and natural resources, the traditional system based in discriminatory practices against women always prevent then to fully exercise their rights. Through the paralegal training courses the FAO/CFJJ program has been working to change the negative aspect of custom by sensitization on the advantages of gender equality to the whole society and the legal education on land and women’s rights, to enable then to exercise and defend their rights.
Even if this work is necessarily slow and incremental, because to promote gender equality and women’s rights in Mozambique means having to “change the culture” - and this takes time - a good example of the positive impact of the programme is the recent achievement of a group of paralegals which has obtained land titles in favour of vulnerable women in Sofala Province, in the central region of Mozambique.
After the paralegal training course, when they went back to their working areas this group of 11 paralegals - from a local NGO called AMUDEIA - held community sessions at local level to sensitize rural people about their rights and started direct support to women in vulnerable situation who were at risk of losing their lands due to traditional discriminatory practices. Each paralegal took the cases of three women, and recently the first three land titles were issued.
It is extremely relevant the fact that all process to formalize the land rights of these women, which is really complex, was carried out by these paralegals without external technical support.

Marianna Bicchieri
FAO Land and Gender Project-Mozambique

38. Shah I Mobin Jinnah, Community Development Association [received through the Land Portal] 

Dear All,

Greetings from Community Development Association.

We would like to thank FAO, IFAD and ILC for taking these initiatives and to giving us opportunity to send our motivation to participate in this event. We believe that FAO,IFAD and ILC shall become successful in this mission.
The following steps could be taken to expressions of interest to represent ILC at side event of 56th CSW upon our experiences. 

The Community Development Association is not a Women Organization but a facilitating to inspire or to promote any development centered organizations of any vulnerable sections especially rural women since its inception 1986 and now it has approximately 34000 women members in 1350 nos.of small groups are integrated with 488 village based Landless Peoples Organizations.this is a 50% of men members within the Peoples Organization. The role of these POs are to recover the Public resources from the traditional Land grabbers and criminals especially Land and water bodies as well as forestry in the local context by using their empowerment.

In a real sense CDA believes that the formation of unity of the women such as women’s Organization or the in association with the men in the same villages the Gender sensitive Peoples Organizations if they are really empowered (constitutionally & UN/CDAW) from the learning and experiences and can demand together to claim rights. Through mobilization by the women’s organizations with the support from the facilitating organization or the gender sensitive people centered Organization create the movement of participation in the different political and administrative tyres women can establish their access to the justice system to claim land rights and demand land rights and reformation. Besides, increasing Women’s representation in the local govt bodies as well as in the parliaments to adopt the legal reform to secure the women’s rights and access to justice.

A phase wise structural empowerment support may appropriate need to mobilize with the specific issues of the women at the grassroots from village level to constituency level capacity building of the women leadership and reinforcement requires partnership considering the social political and economic context.

In addition, the Women’s Peoples Organizations could be a support mechanism not only for the women possibly for the entire vulnerable groups may lead as the mechanism of their empowerment through knowledge sharing, information base and effective role would be strengthened in decision making.

Right based and participatory, people to people communication are to be considered as the approaches to make the women’s voices to get support from the policy-makers. Besides, the media campaign can mobilize and realize the issues of women in the society as well as to the authority level.

Related policy issues towards equal land rights for women besides inheritance laws based or formulated on traditional or religious to some extent could be advocated to reform and replicated or promoted secure land rights for women. CEDAW and ratification of public land distribution could be affordable tools to secure land tenure.

Land use is moving away from traditional agriculture towards commercial agriculture, the situation led women to miserable transforms in their livelihoods. Women have lost their agricultural land and form of production, making difficult to continue their previous partially survival livelihoods and take up any kind employment for low wages which is under poor conditions.

Finally women themselves can increase women’s control over the land and the resources, run their own production, control market, get profit directly and enhance their status and well being.

However this idea we can express primarily to start online discussion from our end.

39. Sakamma S, Department of Agricultural Economics of University of Agricultural Sciences, India [received through the Land Portal] 

How can we secure women’s land rights in India

For my Ph.D Research the Research problem I have choosen is “An Economic study of Livelihood Security of Farm Women”. I had my colloquim today.

Regarding how can women land rights be secured:

In a country like India or in most developing countries where male child with birth will have title to land but its not the case with regard to female child, what I personally feel is that the government should come up with laws to see that its compulsory that every female child as soon as it takes birth should automatically get equal right as that of male child no doubt that supreme court has already come up with such a law but if women goes for asking her share (In court) in the family she will be thrown out of family and she will not be allowed to participate in any of the programmes that takes place in community, hence a strong law has to be built in such a way that depending on the family tree the shares of assets has to be partitioned equally, so that women will be strongly secured with their rights and no body can steal her rights and also once the married women she enters her husband home the property of husband should be converted to joint titles in the name of both husband and wife.

Thanking You,

Yours sincerely,


Sakamma, S
studying II Ph.D, in Department of Agricultural Economics of University of Agricultural Sciences, G.K.V.K, Bangalore. 

40. Vidya Bhushan Rawat, India [received through the Land Portal] 

Women’s land right is a serious issue neglected by political parties, social movements and religious groups. It is important to understand the dynamics. We discuss a lot of issues and some time ignore vital issues and that is that the precondition for equality in our law is a secular constitution. In India, we have that which has given equal rights to all. Our constitution remains secular though our society remained caged in caste mind and feudal structure even today. Therefore, land reform was another prerequisite for that.

It is important that the writ of secular constitution run large and the constitution is amended according to the needs and times of people. The biggest obstacles in the way of women is tradition and culture. Every loot is allowed in the name of religion and culture. Women are not yet declared as farmers in India because farmers organisations oppose that. They fear that declaring women as farmer would automatically make her eligible to acquire agricultural land in the parental property. It is an irony that women who do over 70% work on land is denied that right. Our farmers movement reflected the feudal caste character where women’s entry itself was prohibited.

We must demand women right in her parental property. Like every male progeny woman’s name should be entered in the family register for all the land deals. The second thing is joint titling also. But joint titling do not function as in the concept of ‘ideal’ women, the constitutional provisions are also relegated to nothing. We demand that women be given land in groups. In India there are no group entitlements, no entitlements for village ponds, village common land. If the idea of commons through women is promoted, it will succeed. Women could be given entitlements to hold village pond, village lake, orchards and other things. This will give them power to bargain with banks too. right now she has no access to credit but even when she will have access to credit in the joint ownership, it will help husband most of the time, unless women are made to feel that they have their independent identity and that marriage does not end her individuality. Unfortunately, our activists do not work on those line. They use traditional methodologies in glorifying every thing that is past in the name of tradition which has hampered women’s growth.

We have used new humanism to bring these question back and many of our women are now questioning every wrong. They want to be at their own and not at the mercy of their families.

Once the women have right over property, access to credit and mental power to be at her own, she will challenge the status quo. Today, we demand special provisions for single women, widows, women from the most marginalised sections of society to be given preferences in land redistribution. Unless women’s right over resources is not recognized, the fight for equality and social justice will remain a dream only.

41. Wikigender [received through the Land Portal] 

Also, what about women’s land rights in times of weather variability? Women’s land rights need to be secured even more in times of crisis. Women and men react and adapt differently to climate change (http://wikigender.org/index.php/Gender_and_climate_change) and therefore it is essential to take women’s needs into account to minimise the negative impacts coming from climate change on the community as a whole. For this, women’s access to technology is also crucial (as well as access to land, credit and property). See more: http://www.icrw.org/publications/bridging-gender-divide
42. Kanchan Lama, Wocan, Nepal

Dear Moderator

I fully agree with Jagat Basnet from CSRC- in case of Nepal...regarding ways to enable women possess land in their own names. Yes, we need stronger women's organizations to lead this agenda along with obtaining men's support to convince fellow men to be sensitive to women's land right issues. This right is one among the most powerful source of power for common men and women and this gives authority to decide. Majority of women in Nepal hesitate to take decision over productive assets, including land. Even women themselves do not see the justification of equal status of girls to boys on inheritance property/ thus there is a need for long term and stronger movement for women's land right that includes steps, such as, awareness raising, obtaining basic civic status certificates, e.g., citizenship certificates, and then claiming or obtaining equal status on land certificates together with husbands and/or independent positions on land right, specifically by the widows.  However, rights bring duties and responsibilities, and so, capacity building of women on their land rights laws, policies and obligations associated with land rights is essential step for sustainability. 
In Nepal, the IFAD/FAO and Government of Nepal program on leasehold forestry and fodder development has enabled women rural forest users to obtain joint signatories position equally with their men; this program policy needs to be replicated on land rights for ensuring women's position in land right certificates too.

Kanchan Lama
Gender Specialist
Nepal Economic Agriculture and Trade (NEAT) ACTIVITY
USAID/Chemonics International 
and 
WOCAN Associate
43. Erasto Shemu Mlyuka, Jiangnan University, China

Land is valuable property where all economic activities for human development are carried.Taking into consideration of the value of land i really have the feeling that women should have equal access and ownership of land as men have on a traditional point of view.Responding to your question based on my personal observation on my home country.. Tanzania I have three suggestions;

· Land tenure systems. The ownership of land for agriculture vary greatly from one nation(tribe) to another nation (tribe)  within the country due to either customs/tradition,level of education & poverty and composition of the nuclear family.In most nations in Tanzania well educated women and wealthy have equal access to land and ownership regardless their origin tribe.But for non educated and poor peasant women have limited access to land and ownership regardless the favor of the laws. Therefore to help this group of women who have no equal access to land education on land tenure is of paramount importance. In addition to that women at all level should be involved to the change of land ownership from traditional way to the modern one.I believe this will create their awareness on land issues and the right way to claim their right on land ownership.

· Land policy at national level vs global level. Here I feel there is a need to carried out situation analysis pertaining to land tenure systems with respect to countries to come up with global policy on land ownership in favor of women where were not favored.Using bottom up approach and by involving all people in the community i suppose the comprehensive global land policy (with emphasis on equal access and ownership of land for both gender female and male) will be in harmony with respective countries' policy of the same and land laws.

· Cooperation of women at community or country level to identify and use the right way to secure their land rights. I believe education on land rights, understanding land tenure system which is subjected into modern change collaboratively and having fare land policy & land laws to reinforce the Policy, women will be in the position to secure their land rights. 

Best regards!

E.Mlyuka (PhD Scholar in Agricultural Products Processing and Storage Engineering).

JIANGNAN UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

44. Kamal Karunagoda, Department of Agriculture, Sri Lanka
Dear Moderator

In Sri Lanka generally land rights could be transferred to the man or women if the person who transfers the land has legal title for the land.  However, according to the customary law the youngest son normally inherits the land and he is then obliged to look after parents and unmarried sisters. This customary law recognizes the welfare of the family.  It also law recognizes the importance of scale of operation and unnecessary subdivision of paddy lands was prevented by allocating the cultivation rights to members in rotation.  The Government owns a considerable percentage of arable land and these lands have been distributed among households under various programs such as poverty alleviation, village expansion, resettlement, etc.  Most of these lands are come under the purview of Land Development Ordinance.   The lands distributed under the Land Development Ordinance are subjected to regulation regarding inheritance and subdivision.  The regulations require that eldest son inherits the land if a land owner dies without naming a successor.  The widows do not have right to transfer.  In such situation, land cannot be given to daughter and the rule is unfair for daughters and the widows.  This rule is being securitized to give equal rights to women.  Farm survey data indicates that 15% to 25% of agricultural lands are held by women.  In some provinces it increases to 40% - 45%, and it depends on the regional customs, marriage related customs (dowry), status of property rights, etc.  Generally, men hold the ownership of lands.  The skewed gender distribution of ownership of indicates need of changes in formal and social institutions to give equal rights for men and women. 


Kamal Karunagoda
Agricultural Economist
Department of Agriculture
Sri Lanka

45. Alliance against Hunger and Malnutrition, Togo

Translation in English 

How to guarantee women´s entitlement to land?

 

· Advocate for women´s access to land:  laws have to be adapted to local realities, especially in rural districts, and conferences organized to consider and debate the topic. Many women do not know their rights and are not aware of the laws regarding their rights and access to land.

· Organize meetings with local authorities and administrators, and train selected people on these topics, as in the case of the WILDAF network which has trained women agricultural workers as para-jurists through their project «Using Law for Rural Women’s Empowerment in West Africa » which aims to allow rural women to know their rights, to claim them and to exercise them, in the same way as men in their society.

· At the same time, it is necessary that the States make a commitment to produce a land code that takes into account equality of the sexes, and supports women´s networks working in this area to increase awareness at national, regional and other levels.

French Orginal

Comment garantir les droits fonciers des femmes?

· Faire un plaidoyer pour l'accès des femmes à la terre : il faut une adaptation des lois aux réalités des localités surtout dans les milieux ruraux, organiser des journées de réflexion et de colloque sur le thème. Beaucoup de femmes ignorent leurs droits et méconnaissent les lois quant à leurs droits et accès à la terre.

· Organiser des rencontres avec les autorités locales et administratives, former des personnes ressources sur ses aspects, c'est le cas du réseau WILDAF  qui a formé des para juristes agricultrices  à travers leur projet  « Utiliser la loi comme un outil pour l’autonomisation des femmes rurales en Afrique de l’Ouest » qui vise à permettre aux femmes rurales de connaître leurs droits, de les revendiquer et d’en jouir au même titre que les hommes dans leurs milieux.

· Il faut également que les Etats prennent l'engagement d'élaborer un code foncier qui prendra en compte l'égalité des sexes, et appuie les réseaux de femmes œuvrant dans ce domaine pour élargir les sensibilisations au niveau national régional etc.

46.  Tanveer Arif, Scope, Pakistan [received through the Land Portal] 

I am from Pakistan which is predominantly a tribal-rural as well as increasingly turning as religious society, where in general women are under tremendous pressure caused by tribal traditions, falsely understood religious beliefs which push them to marginalization.  If we talk about land rights for women, in my opinion this priority comes down under the list! I am saying so because women here deserve basic human rights such as living as a free will person, decide about their education, choice of person for marriage, choice of having children or not, seeking their identity as a citizen having equal rights as men. However social indicator shows that we as Pakistani society are far away from that. Women in rural areas still treated as “property” or “honor object” for men and these are their fathers, brothers and sons who decide about their fate. In this scenario we have observed that even if a woman is awarded land by the state, she can not manage it, like a man does, because of so many reasons, such as she can’t go to the market, negotiate, she has no access to information etc. So we have seen that practically the land is again managed by her spouse of relative. So this is a basic fault in the society which still doesn’t give a space to the women and they have to face many limitations.  I don’t want to be pessimist but trying to say that we have to cover a long distance on the road and and give women their deserving place in the society, by strengthening laws, and creating a favorable environment. We should also encourage civil society to create space for women and then we have to introduce certain laws which ensure daughter to get equal land share in inheritance like sons get. Also when state distribute land to landless farmers, it should be given to families i.e. husband and wife, and even in case of divorce women should not lose her share. We need to create certain opportunities for women which is must, then the real benefit of land reforms reach to women.
47.  Sabine Pallas,  International Land Coalition and facilitator of the discussion [received through the Land Portal] 
World Bank on Rwanda’s land regularisation program
I want to share excerpts from a World Bank Paper on Rwanda -  a good example of how a change in law can improve women’s land rights. For details and references, please check the original paper, available online. Of course, one should bear in mind that Rwanda has been at the forefront of promoting gender equality, including through quotas for political representation, and has the largest percentage of female parliamentarians in the world, so that seems to be a very enabling context!

Rwanda’s land tenure regularization program has had a dramatic impact on women’s land rights. A World Bank working paper (Authors: Daniel Ayalew Ali, Klaus Deininger, and Markus Goldstein, August 2011) evaluates the short-term impact (some 2.5 years after completion) of the pilots undertaken, with three key findings emerging from the analysis:

1. the program improved land access for legally married women (about 76 percent of married couples as registration at the local commune is legally required) and prompted better recordation of inheritance rights without gender bias. 

2. the analysis finds a very large impact on investment and maintenance of soil conservation measures. This effect was particularly pronounced for female headed households, suggesting that this group had suffered from high levels of tenure insecurity, which the program managed to reduce.

3. land market activity declined, allowing rejection of the hypothesis that the program caused a wave of distress sales or widespread landlessness by vulnerable people (with women often more vulenrable, especially female-headed households).

“In Rwanda, formalization of women’s land rights helped to expand their land access and tenure security while clarification of intended inheritance (by registering the claims over land parcels of minors) increased clarity.

As is common in customary systems, women in Rwanda formerly had land use rights only through their husbands whose lineage controlled the land, implying that their right to own or inherit land was severely compromised. In fact, widows were unable to inherit their deceased husband’s property and at most were allowed to use it until male children grew up. Those without children lost even use rights to family land unless they maintained family ties by marrying one of their husband’s brothers. The 1999 inheritance law changed this by advancing in three areas. First, daughters and sons are granted equal rights to inherit their parents’ property. Second, subject to the provisions of the family law (which under the most common conjugal property regime mandates equal shares), property rights by women under a legally registered marriage are protected. Third, spousal consent is required for transaction (e.g., sale, mortgage or exchange) of matrimonial property by any of the marriage partners. Nevertheless, the law does not protect property rights by women who live in marriages that are unregistered or arrangements, including consensual unions, customary or religious marriages, and polygamous unions, that are not formally recognized

The 2004 Land Policy put forward general principles for efficient and sustainable use of scarce land resources and called for a legal and institutional framework to achieve these. The 2005 OLL provides the legal basis for the necessary arrangements. One of its key provisions is to establish a single statutory system of land tenure in order to end the dualism created by parallel existence of customary and formal tenure systems. Ownership of land is vested with the state; landholders are provided long-term, usufruct rights (up to 99 years, depending on land use) that can be sold, passed on to heirs, mortgaged, leased, or otherwise transferred.

Clarification and documentation of rights reduced uncertainty over who would inherit land, with substantial benefits for female children who might otherwise have been discriminated against. This program also provided large additional gender benefits. Legally married women were significantly more likely to have their informal ownership rights documented and secured after registration. But women who were not legally married saw diminished property rights, in accordance with the law. And girls residing in female headed households were less likely to be designated as heirs.”

48.  Eileen Wakesho, Kenya Land Alliance, Kenya [received through the Land Portal] 
The Constitution of Kenya, 2010 and the National Land Policy, 2009 have clearly and strongly outlawed all forms of discrimination against women.

Article 27(3) of the Constitution states that, ‘Women and men have the right to equal treatment, including right to equal opportunities in political, economic, cultural and social spheres.Further to this, Article 60 (f)states, ‘…elimination of gender discrimination in law, custom and practices related to land and property in land..’

However, even with the existence of such provisions, women especially widows, single mothers and divorced women continue to suffer in silence. Women are treated like property and land is categorized among the properties that women can not own.

Women especially in the villages are not aware of means and ways to protect themselves against unfair treatment in such a patriarchal society.

Co-ownership of land among spouses is a thing yet to be embraced in the grass root level. This is why cases of eviction of women after the death of their husbands are too common.

The Matrimonial and Property bill, 2011 is one bill that has tried to unravel the mysteries of matrimonial property in a quest to secure the land rights of women in marriage.

However, the journey towards the realization of women rights is not easy due to existing retrogressive cultural practices that many subscribe to .

The powerful legal provisions must be accompanied by efforts to change peoples’ attitude to appreciate the values land rights for women
49.  Robert Bogere,  Ministry of Justice & Constitutional Affairs of Uganda, Uganda [received through the Land Portal] 
Uganda: succession and inheritance

I am a State Attorney working with the Administrator General’s Office in the Ministry of Justice & Constitutional Affairs of Uganda. We handle matters of succession or inheritance.
I am passionate about women’s rights. As you probably are aware, women who enjoy land rights are more likely to enjoy or enforce a multitude of other rights. Nevertheless, in Uganda and internationally, women’s rights movements have largely ignored succession or inheritance issues, law, and policy.

Most Ugandans/Africans acquire property through inheritance, either from parents or spouses. Making Succession Laws gender-neutral is the surest way to empower women in Africa/Uganda. Since women have traditionally not owned land, at least they should have a chance to inherit it from the men in the next generations. Women in the rural areas will get a chance to own the land that they farm.

There is currently ongoing a process by the Uganda Law Reform Commission to amend the Succession Laws of Uganda. I am part of the National Succession Law Taskforce mandated to ensure that a new Succession Law regime is introduced in Uganda. From the fieldwork we have thus far conducted, the situation of women is appalling.

Women are not expected to inherit from their fathers or mothers because the idea is that they will get married and take the property to another clan or family or even tribe. Similarly, they are not allowed to inherit from their husbands usually because they are lumped together with children in sharing or enjoying rights to the property left behind by their partners or spouses.
At the death of the spouse, the woman only remains in possession to “look after the children”. In other instances, the close relations of the deceased argue that widows should not get any share because they will or may remarry.

To make matters worse, property owned by women is usually taken by the clan (brothers and male relations are the power-brokers in these clans), after the death of the woman, because the woman’s children usually do not belong to her clan.

Although all of us on the National Taskforce are awake to gender issues and committed to ensure that the new law does not discriminate against women and girls, the situation ‘on the ground’ is different.

You should undertake a massive project in this direction to ensure that women enjoy equal succession rights with the men. Once these rights are enshrined in the Law, massive sensitization will follow, making it easier to protect and enforce these rights.

There is no other project that can conceivably empower women more than strengthening their rights to inherit property from their husbands/fathers.
Traditionally, men own property. So by empowering women to enforce their succession rights, you are sort of redistributing wealth and thereby correcting past injustices.

I assure you it is the easiest way to economically empower women in Africa/Uganda. In addition, this is a great chance to influence the direction of similar legislation in neighbouring countries, particularly those of a Common Law dispensation.

Robert Bogere

50.  Rossana Scaricabarozzi, Action Aid, Italy [received through the Land Portal] 
ActionAid report “Farming as equals. Women’s rights and gender equality makes the difference” takes seven concrete examples of policy interventions which highlight good practice for focusing on women farmers. One good practice example is taken from Guatemala and focuses on women farmers mobilizing for land rights and participating in government processes.

Women in Guatemala have been mobilising for land rights since the beginning of the peace process in 1993, led by the Alianza de Mujeres Rurales (Rural Women’s Alliance). With support from a range of international groups, the Alianza has made significant progress in women’s rights to land in Guatemala through the process of coownership.

It has participated in national level advocacy work with the Rural Development Law demanding its approval and implementation and has generated changes in legislation on women and land.

The Alianza has demonstrated that women’s fulfillment of their right to land is connected to women’s decisionmaking capacities in terms of production, diversification and income-generating activities such as handicrafts and alternative economies.

The example of Guatemala shows how the participation of women’s organizations in agricultural policy leads to more equal outcomes in terms of land rights and access to resources. At the same time, if land reforms are carried out in tandem with broader empowerment programmes then women’s decision making power can be enhanced. Investing in rural women’s organizations supports the achievement of these goals.

For more info: www.actionaid.org/eu/publications/farming-equals-how-supporting-womens-rights-and-gender-equality-makes-difference 

51.  Laura Berner, independent researcher, the Netherlands [received through the Land Portal] 
Women’s land in Tanzania

Reading the other contributions, it is clear how we all believe in the high importance of strengthening women’s land rights. Both for the goal of overall rural poverty eradication, as well as – equally - for the sole purpose of the fulfilment of women’s right on equal terms with men. Therefore, I especially agree with the comment of Pabitra Sharma (made on the 28/01/2012, see below) who stressed the differentiation between women’s access to, as well as control and security of land rights.

As part of my recently completed master’s thesis on women’s land rights of Tanzania, I conducted an in-depth research on the local tenure governance situation in the Shinyanga region;… in contrast to formally existing regulations. By law, Tanzanian women are granted the right to land and both male and female children are granted the right to inherit land (Land Rights Act 1995). Moreover, with the Village Land Act, 1999, customary land rights are eligible to the same statutory protection as formal land titles and can be registered after the process of issuing collective village land certificates has been completed.

On the ground however, women are still strongly discriminated in their access and ownership of productive resources, especially land. Based on the beliefs of the Sukuma culture, which constitutes the dominant tribe of the researched region, tenure is a traditionally male status symbol, indicating the ability to serve for a family. Consequently, inheritance is traditionally patrilineal and tenure is predominantly held in male hands. Only a few unmarried, divorced or widowed women have been able to acquire or inherit land rights.

This leads to the first point of discussion:
1) Successful examples of female landholders and supportive policies:
The findings from Shinyanga showed that an increased awareness on women’s legal right to land since the law’s adoption has had a significant impact. This was achieved as information was distributed in an accessible and comprehensible manner for the farmers: For instance, village councils as part of the decentralised governance structure have conducted meetings of educating the community members of women’s rights. In addition, different NGOs have contributed to raising awareness on the issue.

As a result, women have started to inherit land rights. Nevertheless, these inherited access rights to land were mainly restricted to usage rights, not including control or any independent security of the holding. Though positively, even widows whose children have already left the homestead (the tradition practice did only grant land to widows for the children’s upbringing) have begun to be granted land usage rights on the husband’s former property. Childless widows however, usually still returned to their natal family’s land.

In addition, the raised awareness has reduced the social taboo, which was attached to women who would acquire land in their own name. However, these liberalised rights’ notions are restricted to the sphere outside of the family (women without a male spouse) and hence, do not apply for married women. Within private spheres, patriarchal gender roles continued to dominate and the issue of a woman owning her own land or the topic of joint-ownership between husband and wife remained un-touched and un-discussed.

2) Policies and tools that promote women’s land rights:
Women’s legal right to land and related policies of spreading awareness on the Act have proved to be supportive tools. Yet another tool resulting from the administrative decentralisation of the Tanzanian government was found to bear great potential to strengthening women’s land rights. In Tanzania, village councils are authorised to issue local documents on customary tenure rights as an intermediary possibility to secure land rights - until the systematic registration of village land property is completed (by the mid of 2010, the Tanzanian government was running pilot projects in two of total 129 districts) -. This form of local documentation has received increasing acceptance among the villagers and provides a timely accessible and affordable protection for secure their customary tenure. However, only men’s names are listed on issued documents. Moreover, the villagers only document purchased land holdings, while inherited lands are still governed by clan elders and social recognition. This implies that women’s interest in marital land is highly vulnerable to the husband (especially since marriages are mostly undocumented in rural areas). Moreover, female heirs have – despite the growing expectations of land inheritance – no security of the actual reception of the property. And as stated above, women’s land inheritance does mostly not include control rights and are ‘managed’ by other male siblings or the husband’s family.

Nevertheless, the executing village functionaries stated their awareness on the possibility of listing women, as well as of certifying inheritance divisions. This possibility of documenting women’s derivative rights on household property as well as women’s inherited land rights constitutes a promising opportunity to improve the highly vulnerable situation of women with no independent ownership and no security of their derivative access to resources. In addition, as part of the research findings, women stated that if they would know that they have document rights on property, they would indeed feel more secure and even more confident to claim other rights from their male relatives.

Moreover, the village council constitutes an accessible institution for women, who are often restricted in their travels and activities outside the household, and hence, often shy with their engagement in the public sphere.

Therefore, as a conclusion of my thesis, the promotion of awareness of the possibility of joint-registration (women’s rights as spouses with interest in marital land property) was recommended as an important measure to support women’s rights. In addition, documenting inheritance divisions deserves strong endeavour, as women have begun to inherit land rights, which are however sole occupancy rights without finite control over the holdings. In this sense, the example of Rwanda which has been pointed out by Mrs. Pallas is regarded as a guiding role model of achieving increased security of spousal interest in land and better inheritance recordation (incl. intended inheritances).

To achieve this goal in Tanzania, I believe raising awareness on these possibilities of recordation among the farmers is essential. Moreover, especially village functionaries should be trained to actively promote the increased equal land interest documentation without gender-bias. In addition, women’s participation in the village bodies must be further encouraged.
(An interesting article on ‘The contribution of local governments’ from T.Hilhorst) can also be found in the Dec. 2011 issue of the ‘Farming Matters magazine)

4) The wider policy context:
The above elaborated suggestions and opportunities of action are even more of urgent importance as public land acquisition for the purpose of infrastructure developments is taking place in the researched district. In line with the local customs of sole male-held ownership, only men are consulted as landholders in matters of receiving compensation for acquiring plots (based on the name listed on documents or ownership identification by village functionaries). The findings from Shinyanga showed how especially female heirs without any protection of their holdings are highly dependent on the family members’ goodwill to share the received compensation.

In addition, the progressing formal registration of land holdings (see 1) will most likely be based –if available – on existing local tenure documents. To prevent that future registrations do accelerates and stipulates gender inequality and male dominance over property, the promotion of increased, un-gendered local tenure documentation is perceived as a promising opportunity to take the goal of women’s access to secure land rights a step forward.
52. Stephen Livera, Society for Development of Drought Prone Area, India 

I represent the Society for the Development of Drought Prone Area ( SDDPA ), working in Andhra Pradesh, INDIA. “How can women’s land rights be secured”, by self efforts of the women for their own development. It can be achieved by formation of the strong community based organizations at the grass root level and federating it at block level, district level and at State level so that they can influence the policy makers to achieve their aim of right over the land. In our state of Andhra Pradesh with support of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP ) Millions of Self Help Groups (SHG) of women are formed and networking of SHGs at District Level and State level also were formed and through this network women are achieved many things. For formation of these Self Help Groups all the NGOs in Andhra Pradesh are instrumental for facilitation.  In 1995 then the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh made an enactment in the Assembly and got it passed that the Women are also inherited the  landed property of their parents. In addition to this, Government also providing  the Government land to the landless women.

Stephen Livera

Society for Development of Drought Prone Area

Mahabubnagar District, Andhra Pradesh, India

53. Sarah Ayeri, Centre for Development Research, Kenya  

Sometimes, I feel and think that the denial of land rights to women is the cause of the problem of gender inequalities in world resources. It may not be the only one, but I bet it’s the biggest contributor. Why? Because, when I think of the fairy tales to the myths told in those days and even today, men were the owners of land, and women become the labourers/users when permitted by men (husbands, fathers etc). After all, women could only access land through their fathers’ or their husbands. And so men maintained this to ensure control over women. Later, when banks become so vigilant in promoting development oriented initiatives through loans, who else would easily walk to the bank and get a loan for development? It was the men who could do that, after all, women did not own land. What I am saying is that women have been denied land rights for so long and this has been from both the traditional forms of leadership that were not written, but were strictly and socially adhered to, and later, by written laws and by-laws that would bar women from owning land. 

 

All in all, enough is enough! its time this changed. Women land rights can be secured through the following ways: 
Clearly stated Laws and policies that stipulate equal access, control and ownership of land by both men and women. If women are owners, then they can also make decisions concerning the land, what they would want to do with the land. However, I know of a policy that stated that anyone can own land in Kenya, but when a women would complain of being denied of land, she would be told by authorities that land issues are for men and she should sort out the issue with her brothers, or father. I remember one case in Kenya where a brother went to court to ask to disinherit her sister of her land, her own bought land, because the sister would finally end up being married and so the land should be his….I mean, even though the law says anyone can own land, its vague, and that is why other motives and traditional stereotypes still remain in control. Although the court denied him that right, the fact that he could go to court to seek redress means that he knew he could win from a stereotype thinking…suppose the judge believed in men as sole owners of land? The case would have probably taken a different twist. We must have clear policies and laws to that effect. 

 

Secondly, because of the ancient stereotypes, cultural and traditional social structures, there is a lot that needs to be done to create awareness and sensitize both men and women on land issues. I remember a case where I practically begged an educated lady to go for her father’s land after he died, and the lady was feeling that this land does not belong to her, since she is just a woman. On the other hand, I have heard from fellow women saying that they would rather buy their own land than fight for their fathers’ land with their brothers. I have a friend I schooled with whose mother was ousted out of her matrimonial home by relatives and she let go and had to work so hard on her own to acquire a piece of land where she could build a house for her children. This means that we do need proper sensitization. Sensitization and awareness creation will enable women to know that it’s not wrong to own land from your parents, husband etc and whatever land you have acquired in buying, you have a right to give it to anybody, be it a man or a woman. The same applies to men, they need to be sensitized to know that their being male is no certificate to land ownership!

Awareness and sensitization can help women demand for their rights especially where they are being denied.

54. Charles Lagu, Zonal National Agricultural Advisory Services, Uganda   

Dear FSN- Moderator,

I agree with the comments so far by  other contributors on How can women's land rights be secured. 
This is not different because it stems from the deep rooted patriarchal nature of our society where over generations, society has continued to undermine many aspects of social and economic rights of women. Just like other members have suggested we need a multi-pronged approaches to address these. We need to be vigorous and consistent till we realize equality in the aspirations of land rights for men and women.
In my personal view this is how it should be done. 

Firstly, the young generation should be preached and told to take up  good role model examples on sharing resources between girls/ boys, men/ women so that when they grow up they can practice what is preached right at tender age. Here the role of everybody is important as parents, guardians, relatives. This will correct the past mistakes made over generations. This has long term benefits that shall accrue.

Secondly, Political commitment pillar; the way leaders use their position of power to communicate and demonstrate their support, leadership, enthusiasm for and commitment to working towards securing women's land rights. These leaders need a lot of sensitization and education to enhance these efforts.

Thirdly, Technical capacity pillar; is about the level of ability, qualifications and skills individuals in an organization need to carry out the practical aspects of gender integration for enhanced quality, and level of institutionalization of gender equitable process with due consideration and profound emphasis on securing women's land rights.

Fourthly, Accountability Pillar; this is about mechanisms by which an organization determines the extent to which it is 'walking the talk' in terms of intergrating gender equality in its programmes and organizational structures with due considerations and serious efforts for securing land rights for women. This should not be left to organisations alone but even communities. The role of community leaders in mainstreaming gender focused aspects in their communities is vital.

Finally, Organizational culture pillar; this is about norms, beliefs and codes of behaviour in an organization that support or undermine gender equality. Due consideration here should focus on securing women's rights to land. 

It is my hope that if all these aspects including appropriate country specific policies are vehemently taken on board by every body at all levels, individuals, communities and organizational etc it is possible to walk the talk and secure women's rights to land and we able to stop rhetoric's.

Thank you

Dr. Charles Lagu
Zonal National Agricultural Advisory Services (NAADS) Coordinator
South Western Agro-ecological zone, Uganda
55. Christopher Tanner,  FAO Mozambique 

Dear Forum

If I can squeeze in some remarks before the deadline....

I would like to highlight two major questions here:

· The need to secure all local land while we debate how to support women

· The need to change male attitudes and modify customary norms and practices

I am a strong believer of the transformational power of gender and the whole women’s rights process.  With a greater awareness of gender relations and women truly have equal rights to men, many power relations will change, and women will be able to take thei own decisions about how they manage their lives and resources.  The evidence linking education even amongst poor women, to positive impacts on health, child nutrition, and other key social data are overwhelming.  Economic security based in strong land rights will give women the confidence to take this a step further.  However, while it is right and proper to promote this agenda, other forces are bearing down upon local and community land in general.  In many areas, real land availability for the whole community is being eroded by land grabbing, climate change and demographic growth.  When land is abundant, those in charge are less likely to make things difficult for the more vulnerable; as it becomes scarce, the vulnerable are pushed into a corner, and their customarily acquired rights are at greater risk.  Securing land rights for women is therefore also directly linked to the wider need to secure local land rights, viz a viz the forces mentioned above.  There is little point in achieving breakthroughs for women and land if, when we look around us, we find that there is no land left...

I do believe also that empowered women, aware of their rights not just over land, but their rights to engage and discuss and determine how decisions are made, can and will influence the wider picture in turn.  If women  have strong rights and have fought for them, they will become powerful voices in the resistance to unjust land grabbing and the need to look carefully at the soc-economic and environmental impact of new projects, in ways that men focused on income and profit may not do.

The second point is that securing rights for rural women in most traditional rural areas involves working principally with men.  In most village communities where women have weak rights, it is the men who call the shots. They hold and manage the real land rights, and customary rules regulate how land is accessed, what happens when a husband dies, who inherits, what happens to the women who get land through their relationships with men in their communities.  It follows then that securing rights for women requires changing the way men see things and what makes them take the decisions they do.  Careful advocacy, sensitive to the values of local communities but based in an absolute belief in the rights of women as citizens, land owners, political and economic actors, is needed to change the way male leaderships see the question of womens rights.  Once the idea of equality begins to be accepted, work can focus more on modifying or  – where necessary – abandoning deeply entrenched customary norms which principally upheld and managed by men.

This approach has the advantage that it works with systems that are already in place and which regulate the lives of all women living in a particular society.  Change elements of these systems and you will reach thousands of people; focus on intensive projects to hand out a few land rights certificates in a non-customary context, and the beneficiaries are more likely to number in the hundreds.  This is not to downplay the importance of breakthroughs using non-customary approaches and laws. Both approaches should indeed be used together to maximise impact. A recent example in Mozambique is exemplary here, the first case of rural women getting land titles in their own name over land they have acquired through local customary systems.  It is certain that this example, if well used now by womens associations and advocacy groups, will serve as a symbol and encouragement for many others.  But even here a process of civic education at community level, women paralegals convincing the men as well as the women that this is the way to go, lies behind this success.

Last but not least and already mentioned above: education, education, education.  Educated people fight back and do not take injustice lying down. This applies to men and women of course but the evidence for the positive impact of education for poor women everywhere is overwhelming.  So while we ‘land experts’  focus on the issue of womens land rights we must not forget to support efforts to get girls into schools and perhaps also include in those schools, basic lessons on rights and access to resources questions.

Christopher Tanner

FAO Senior Technical Advisor

Land and Natural Resources Policy and Legislation

FAO Mozambique

56. Geetha Lakmini Fernando, Sri Lanka 

In Sri Lanka, we are in a post conflict area where women and children became vulnerable due to loss of bread winner in the family. No income for survival and for education of children. Number of families, even thousands of widows can not go to their original places for their agriculture lands, fishing areas, own land for cultivation and fishing for their livelihood. So, we should take serious attention about this situation and should provide land for their settlements and also for the agriculture and fishing practices. While allocating the land, and also the necessary financial assistance for the women and children that is one of the most important aspect of the ensure women's land rights. 
In brief, there should be at least one acre land provided to the around 86,000 families in the country for women headed families to ensure their rights. Also, the Sri Lanka plantation women should receive land ownership which government is proposing to distribute37,000 hactare land among plantation people.

Geetha Lakmini Fernando-NAFSO, SL

57. Saleh Alshanfari, Oman  

According to the prevailing law in Oman, there seems to be no major issues relating to transferring land to women as the Omani law which stems from Shariah Islamic law clearly defines the distribution structure in case of inheritance.

The law covers the details of how each family member and his /her relationnship to the deceased.

The prevailing Islamic law that governs this part gets full support from society with minor cases where women get full support and protection under Shriah courts.

Recent land grant for non-agriculture land provided a massive move toward providing women with same rights to receive Housing plots throughout the country; a move that is well praised by women group and civil society.

Saleh Alshanfari

58. Abdou Yahouza,  ARZIKI, Niger [Second contribution] 

Original contribution in French, Ed. 

Bonjour et autre contribution de Abdou Yahouza sur ce sujet intéressant:

Ma contribution est pour tout projet et programme de développement notamment dans le domaine de l'agriculture et de l'élevage il prendre en compte clairement l'agriculture et l'élevage pratiqués par les femmes  et inciter les groupements féminins à demander des terres auprès des chefs des villages et autorités administratives avec papier d'attribution à l'appui pour mener leurs activités agricoles de façon collective. Au niveau de notre projet ARZIKI c'est ce que nous avons fait et ça marche très bien, car des groupements feminins ont obtenu des terres qu'elles exploitent collectivement à leur grande satisfaction et celle des ménages(génération substantielle des revenus et la sécurité alimentaire). Jusqu'ici les potentialités des femmes en matière de contibution à la sécurité alimentaire et au développement économique et sociale sont très peu exploitée car elles représentent plus de la moitié de la population dans la plupart des communautés. Il y a un très grand retard dans l'appui aux femmes . il faut ratrapper ce retard avec des projets spécifiques en faveur des femmes.

Mes salutations les meilleures.

Projet de scurité alimentaire ARZIKI

Abdou Yahouza

Niamey Niger 

59. Bhavani R Vaidyanathan,  Swaminathan Research Foundation, India
Lack of ownership of physical assets like land is one of the biggest handicaps faced by women especially in rural areas and more especially the poor among them. If the poor are vulnerable, poor women are even more so. 
I speak from my experience of working in India. Take farming for instance. The majority in India are small and marginal farmers. To begin with, the very term 'farmer' conjures the image of a male, even though the woman may be shouldering a large part of the responsibility of farming or even managing the show single-handedly in the absence of the male who might have migrated in search of work. Lack of land rights deprives them of access to credit facilites, inputs and other agriculture schemes that may be available. In the case of suicide by male farmers in agrarian distress areas, the widows are often left to work as agricultural laborers in the absence of title to land. 
Securing Land rights legally is one important and necessary step no doubt, but a larger multi-pronged effort is needed to ensure that the same is implemented in practice. 
Joint Title to land in the names of the farmer couple instead of just the husband is an important beginning towards this. This should be made mandatory. Similarly land rights in the case of single women and destitute women needs special attention. 
Sensitization at all levels - the family, the larger community, the government, the bureaucrats especially at the lower level who have to implement the policy, the legal machinery is very crucial to enable the realisation of the law in practice. 
Women's collectives - e.g. self help groups, women farmers' groups etc., should have awareness generation on rights and legal literacy as part of their capacity building strategy for members. Civil society groups working in these areas have a large role.
Greater literacy among women will also make them more confident in demanding their rights. 
Making a law is a small necessary step but making it work in practice in a societal setup that is patriarchal is the larger challenge! 

60. Adèle Irénée Gremombo, Ingénieur Agronome Nutritionniste,  France

Let me address this concern. 
Access to land for women has never been ranked in the determinants of food security: the problem starts there. I think the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) No. 1 and No. 3 should be developed in the same context. While often when we talk about ending hunger, is alluded to as indicators: Proportion of population below one dollar a day, Proportion of children who are underweight. While it is at this level we should talk about percentage of women having access to land and culture with a herd. Because nobody is supposed to ignore the work of women in agriculture. 

We talk about promoting gender equality and empower women taking as indicator the Girl / boy ratio in primary education, level of decision making etc. without thinking of access to land. 

It is time to insert the number of female head of land as an indicator in the MDGs 1 and 3 and that this be taken into account in future strategy papers for poverty reduction (PRSP) countries. 

Historically the mode of access for women is based on inheritance and succession sometimes these plans are not met. It is unfair that the woman is entitled only to succession in respect of access to land. Often the succession can take place only advanced age and the woman is unable to produce. In rural areas, are most often widows who have access to land. 
I think the solution is to promote and strengthen the capacity of women farmers' groups to enable women to know their rights and access to land without constraint. 

Adèle Irénée GREMBOMBO
Ingénieur Agronome Nutritionniste, MSc
Paris (France)
61. Maria Hartl, IFAD, Italy [received through the Land Portal] 
Despite years and years of efforts to raise awareness and providing information about women’s land rights, much remains to be done to spread this message even further especially to those who difficult to reach. In rural societies, the landless or near landless and those with insecure tenure rights typically constitute the poorest and most marginalized and vulnerable groups. The rights of these groups tend to be secondary, rarely extending beyond use rights. Moreover, these rights are often unprotected and weak, especially for women. Many marginalized and vulnerable groups are simply not aware of the rights they have. They often live in remote areas, at times in seclusion, they are illiterate, communicate in minority languages. It is important to identify advocacy opportunities and plan for awareness campaigns that are tailored to their needs and come from community leaders that they know and respect. When sensitizing women about their rights, it is essential to work with men at the same time to create win-win situations.
IFAD and Oxfam Novib piloted a community-led methodology for value chain development (VCD) which sensitized many couples register their land in both names. The project took place in Uganda and involved local organizations in the coffee, maize, beans and fruits value chains. The methodology was effective in empowering the most vulnerable women and men to increase gender equality within households, increased productivity, quality and incomes, and reduced risks. It brought about immediate changes in gender attitudes and behaviour of men as well as women at different levels of the value chain through individual and collective activities. It successfully addressed gender inequalities in property rights, division of labour, gender-based violence and participation in economic decision-making at household and local levels.
If you want to know more, have a look a the video: Balanced trees bear richer fruit. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZWgm6ZYMUU and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcyGLZ8e1M0
62. Ernest Kamwenubusa  l'Association pour la Paix et les Droits de l'Homme(A.P.D.H), Burundi [received through the Land Portal] 

APDH met en œuvre des projets de promotion des droits de la femme rurale dans la communauté à travers les actions de leur renforcement des capacités en droits humains, les actions de leur autonomisation et les actions de leur participation dans les structures communautaires de prise de décisions. Toutes les actions menées sont focalisées sur la consolidation des groupements communautaires de promotion des droits de la femme encadrés par les agents de l’APDH et dont les responsables font à leur tour des action de vulgarisation des lois et conscientisations des communautés sur l’équité sociale, ainsi que des actions d’orientation et accompagnement des victimes de violation des droits de propriété. Après cinq ans de renforcement des groupements communautaires en matière des lois et gouvernance, une vingtaine de réseaux communaux de promotion des droits de la femme dans la communauté est opérationnel depuis un an. APDH compte renforcer ces réseaux en vue d’une conscientisation accrue des communautés pour l’équité sociale.
En plus des actions menées directement envers les communautés de base et les actions de recherche sur l’application des lois, APDH mène des actions envers les hautes institutions de prise de décisions dans le pays en vue d’éclairer sur la nécessité de création d’un environnement légal tenant compte de l’équité sociale et de l’épanouissement socio économique de chaque citoyen sans discrimination aucune.
Depuis six ans, le Burundi est dans un parcours délinquant de gestion poste conflit après dix ans de guerre civile. De multiples réformes ont été initiées dans plusieurs domaines de la vie du pays mais leur mise en œuvre a été souvent lacunaire. Des efforts spécifiques sont encore à fournir dans le domaine de gestion foncière en vue de capitaliser les bonnes pratiques en la matière et de faciliter la garantie des citoyens à leurs droits fonciers.

Ernest KAMWENUBUSA, Burundais, juriste de formation, travaille chez APDH depuis 2007 successivement comme chargé de renforcement des capacités des groupements communautaires en matière des lois et gouvernance, Coordonnateur de projet de promotion des droits de la femme dans la communauté, Chargé de Programme Genre et Gouvernance.

63. S Kavyashree, India [received through the Land Portal] 
The Government of India and the State governments have consciously fostered an enabling policy environment in which women’s concerns are properly reflected, articulated and seriously addressed. Following are few things which I would like to highlight.

1. Reservation for women in grass root level democratic institutions.
Reservation has created a space for women’s needs within the structural framework of politics and legitimized women’s issue. It has empowered women both politically and socially. Due to the reservation of seats many women were elected to local bodies. At present there are approximately 260000 panchayath representatives in India, out of which around 75000 are women making it the largest number of the elected women in the world. 

On the negative side the fact is that the elected women representatives are treated as puppets in the Panchayathi Raj Institutions. Most of them remain silent spectators to the proceedings of the panchayati meetings and rarely participate in the discussions.Training programmes are organized regularly to give leadership training to the women elected representatives.

Some of the Salient features (with respect to women rights )of Karnataka Panchayath Raj Act (KPRA)1993, are
*the quorum for the meeting of a ward sabha should be as far as may be, not less than thirty percent of the voters attending the Ward Sabha, shall be women. and that of Gram sabha should be not less than thirty percent of the members attending the Grama Sabha shall be women.
*The Grama Sabha may constitute sub-committees consisting of not less than ten members of whom not less than half shall be women, for in-depth discussion on issues and programmes for effective implementation of decisions of the Grama Sabha and in furtherance of exercise of powers and discharge of functions of Grama Sabha. This is to ensure women participation in decision making,
*Standing committees such as Social Justice Committee shall consist of at least one member who is a woman

2) Generic requirements to avail facilities under any Economically Weaker Section (EWS) housing programs are as below
*) Beneficiary must be houseless.
*) Beneficiary must belong to Below Poverty Line (BPL) category
*) Beneficiary must be a married woman or a single woman-headed household. The
exceptions are ex-servicemen, widower, physically handicapped persons and senior
 citizens.

3)Under Ashraya-Rural House Sites which is a Scheme to provide free house sites to site/houseless beneficiaries of EWS in Rural Areas, Hakku Patra (Title deed) should be distributed in the name of wife. In case of unmarried male/widower beneficiary, it can be distributed in their names. 

4)Under Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY), there is a provision for vulnerable groups- SC/STs at least 50% of swarozgaris; Women- 40%, minority 15% and disabled 3%. 

5) Under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act,
*Equal wages will be provided to both men and women and the provisions of the
Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 shall be complied with..
*While providing employment, priority shall be given to women in such a way that at least one-third of the beneficiaries shall be women who have registered and requested for work under the Scheme.
*Separate individual accounts for women members of the household may be opened in the case of male headed households.

6) Articles 14,15(3),16,23,39(a),39(b),42,51(a)(e),300(A) of our Indian Constitution guarantees Women rights in India.

Please let me know if anything else is required from my end.

Thanks and Regards,
Kavya.S
64. Judy Adoko, LEMU, Uganda 
Please find below some documents related to this discussion, available on this page of the Land Portal, Women’s land rights and customary tenure in Uganda, as well as by following the links below:
· Fighting the wrong battles? Towards a new paradigm in the struggle for women’s land rights in Uganda 

· Understanding and strengthening women’s land rights under customary tenure in Uganda
· How to manage customary tenure
· How can womens land rights be best protected in the national land policy (Position Paper | Policy Brief)

Please also find a number of resources on land grabbing, with some references on women’s land rights, that you can access here: Lets fact upto land grabbing. 

As a pre-view of the work done by LEMU, an excerpt from one of the documents mentioned - Fighting the wrong battles? Towards a new paradigm in the struggle for women’s land rights in Uganda – follows. 
Gender equality vs Traditional culture

The conventional starting point in the battle is often the ‘fact’ that traditionally women are not allowed to own land. The aim is then to replace traditional systems of ownership (‘customary tenure’) with more ‘modern’ laws which give women rights. The ‘best’ way to do this, it is argued, is to help women get titles to land. Titling land takes it out of customary rules: a woman with freehold title is fully equal to a man with freehold title. The State Courts can then protect her rights if a man tries to take control over her land. The objective then becomes to increase the number of women holding titles. The proportion of titled land owned by women (7%) is frequently quoted as an indicator of gender equality in land rights – a quite bizarre idea, for a country where over 80% of land is held without title, since it says absolutely nothing about the situation for the vast majority of women in the country. The situation for this rural majority is not improving. Their land rights are frequently violated by members of their own families. We believe that the strategy has failed because it is based on a wrong premise, that according to custom, women cannot own land. As a result, we have fought the wrong battle - against ‘tradition’, instead of fi ghting for the cultural rights that women feel exist, but which are being violated. A central part of the campaign was for ‘co-ownership’, i.e. for land owned by a man before marriage to be legally considered the joint property of husband and wife on marriage. This continued to be resisted by men, and in rural areas, the resistance comes because it is seen as giving a woman individual ownership over land, in a culture where all land is family land. Men and women who value the principle that land is family owned are told that their culture is discriminatory and backward.

The individual violations of women’s rights are often treated in the same way. When a widow is thrown off her land by her in-laws, men and women are told that their culture is wrong, not that those who throw widows off their land are wrong. The widows themselves feel very keenly the injustices practised against them by their families or communities, but the denigration of their own culture leaves women feeling that somehow their own specifi c injustices are not really related to the agenda of the activists, that the abstract campaigns for equality, and against their own culture, that are being urged upon them are not the same battle as the one which they are fighting for, which is for their land rights not to be violated by land grabbers. Small wonder that the fight for their own rights is too often seen as foreign, or ‘something from Kampala’. […]

Judy Adoko
LEMU - Land and Equity Movement
Uganda
65. Steven Jonckheere, IFAD [received through the Land Portal] 
IFAD experience in Burundi

I would like to share an interesting IFAD experience in securing women’s land right.

The Programme transitoire de reconstruction post- conflit (PTRPC) in Burundi is being implemented to restore the productive capacities of rural communities in three provinces particularly badly affected by the civil conflict: Bujumbura Rural, Bururi and Ruyigi. Its overall aim is “to regenerate the livelihoods of rural communities, rebuild social capital, including the restoration of human dignity and of food security for vulnerable groups.” Land tenure for women is not explicitly mentioned in the design of the PTRPC programme but activities are carried out as part of the cross-cutting “local governance” component, and particularly via its subcomponent “legal support” through legal clinics which are working at the provincial level and are managed by female lawyers. The programme tackles the issue of women and land tenure by increasing awareness of the law to encourage women to exercise their rights, including their land rights when faced with non-egalitarian practices and acute discrimination in family relationships.

A very interesting video on PTRPC’s efforts to secure women’s access to land will be posted shortly on IFAD’s land page. http://www.ifad.org/english/land/index.htm More information on PTRPC can be found on IFAD’s website:
 http://operations.ifad.org/web/ifad/operations/country/project/tags/buru…

IFAD and securing women’s access to land

Land is one the most fundamental resources to women’s living conditions, economic empowerment and, to some extent, their struggle for equity and equality. However, due to economic, legal, social and cultural factors their rights to access, control and transfer land are weaker compared to those of men. IFAD wishes to pay greater attention and to better mainstream the strengthening of women‘s land rights into its operations: for this purpose, the Fund has developed the Women’s Land Rights Project that implies raise awareness and capacity building/training for IFAD headquarters and field staff; mainstreaming the strengthening of women‘s land rights through policy dialogue at country level; participatory research and analysis at country/project level; piloting and documenting of appropriate methodologies which strengthen women‘s land rights; and, sharing of lessons learned at country, regional and international levels. 

Within this project, IFAD has coordinated some studies to investigate how women‘s land rights were taken into consideration and integrated into its operations. Case studies were conducted in different countries, i.e. Niger, Burundi, El Salvador, Tanzania and Rwanda. The aspects analysed in the studies are related to interventions that vary from legal support (Burundi), to technical assistance for leasing agreements (El Salvador); from trying out and analysing a methodology to support all the landowners, and providing a flexible mechanism for the acquisition of land titles that is accessible to vulnerable farmers and is suitable for large-scale replication (Niger) and land registration processes (Rwanda) to village land use planning (Tanzania). These case studies present profound differences, in terms of geographical context, design, interventions and actual implementation. However, they share commonalities as of problems faced, actions taken and results.

A regional one-day workshop in Mozambique was held on the 19th November 2010 on “Opportunities and Challenges for Securing Women’s Land Rights”: case studies from Eastern and Southern Africa Region have been presented. For regional knowledge exchange, case studies from Western Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean Region have also been shared. The aim of the workshop was to share the experiences of the projects and programmes on women’s access to land, where findings, outcomes and lessons learned could be discussed. It is hoped that the workshop contributed to raising awareness on women’s land rights and their implication for poverty reduction and increasing participants’ expertise in analysing and dealing with these issues.

The case studies and workshop report will soon be shared on IFAD’s women and land page: http://www.ifad.org/english/land/perspectives/women.htm
66. John McClure Mclure, Utah International Mountain Forum, USA   
With regards to the connections of Women’s rights and property, Utah has been inconsistent with the normal progression of increasing the rights of U.S. citizens. For instance, in the 1800’s, the Homestead Act gave women the right of land ownership in the event of their husbands death; but as one can see this is an indirect right. A right granted through, and in respect of the husband, not the rights of the wife. Though this act was in place, there were many instances of women and families being denied their land. It wasn’t until the late 1800’s, through the enactment of Women’s Suffrage that these cases were opened up for greater scrutiny. Subsequently in Utah, when suffrage rights were granted, they were soon taken away. In 1870, Women’s Suffrage was granted in Utah by the territorial legislature, but was soon revoked in 1887. The revoking was done by the Edmunds-Tucker act. This Act states that any prospective female voters must take oaths claiming they are not in a polygamous relationship or plural marriage. Due to this act, the Mormon women in Utah were forced to choose between their voting rights and their religious practice of polygamy. This greatly reduced the potential access for women’s land ownership, through the restrictions placed upon the rights of women. In 1896, women’s suffrage was reinstated with the coinciding act of Utah’s statehood. This would bring women one step closer to land ownership rights in Utah.
In the 1850’s certain US states began passing laws for women to own land separate from their husbands. In hindsight, the Women’s suffrage should have disabled the ability of the Edmunds-Tucker act to strip away their voting rights. But, with the reinvigoration of the women’s suffrage movement, women were granted the right to own property under the first article of the state constitution of Utah. Resulting from certain religious practices of the newly settled mountain dwellers, specific rights to suffrage and land ownership were impeded. The granting of statehood, and the construction of the state constitution under federal regulation, soon gave rise to the re-implementation of women’s rights in the state of Utah.
Through constitutional democracy coupled with the push for basic civil liberties regarding gender roles, the prospect of land ownership for women is an inevitable result. It is necessary for governments to support both civil liberties, civil rights, and voting privileges for women. With these basic institutions in place, the opportunity for land ownership specifically for women, becomes a reality.

67. G.M. Ghanjera, Sanjh Development Foundation, Pakinstan 

Dear Moderator.

Sanjh Development Foundation in collaboration with Aurat Foundation/GEP/Usaid is working to ensure the land rights of landless women in District Mianwali (Pakistan). Our experience tells us that need is enagage with media and parlimentatin of pakistan and to build pressure on policy and decision making institutions for land reforms ,in this regard we  invited parliamentarians in our events like seminars and press conferences. We also met with different legislators and cultivated them for the larger interest of peasants of pakistan .

On political party of Pakistan (MQM) has been tabled a bill in parliament for land reform and to ensure land rights for landless women of pakistan.

I think that parliamentarain of each country can play pivital role in providing land rights and we should engage ourself with them, we may demand for pro women policies especially for land rights.

Bests

G.M.Ghanjera

Executive Director

Sanjh Development Foundation

Dera Khan Zaman wala, PAF Road Mianwali

68. Sabine Pallas, International Land Coalition and facilitator of the discussion [received through the Land Portal]  

Dear all,

I wanted to share excerpts from another publication, entitled “ THE LAND WE GRAZE: A SYNTHESIS OF CASE STUDIES ABOUT HOW PASTORALISTS’ ORGANIZATIONS DEFEND THEIR LAND RIGHTS” published in January 2011 by WISP (World Initiative on Sustainable Pastoralism) based on 21 case-studies, from 17 countries in four continents of how pastoralists successfully defended/asserted their land rights. 

Especially interesting is the successful example of Samburu women in Kenya claiming their land rights.

“In women’s access to land, the link to traditional societal stereotypes is evident. In both Kenya and Kyrgyzstan, men are considered to be the head of the family and property owners. This is true even if men have emigrated and women are the de facto heads of their households (Kenya–Samburu). Women have rights to land via their spouses; widows inherit land in trust for their children. (Kenya–Samburu and Kyrgyzstan). For instance, in Samburu, Kenya, according to dominant cultural norms, livestock is given to, owned and managed by men; and it is only brothers, sons and brothers-in-law who are meant to inherit property. In local governance and decision-making, women have no rights to speak in public discussions and debates (Kenya–Samburu).

This is true in the customary traditions of Kyrgyzstan, even though the Soviet administrative system provided for equality through its system of centralized control and the formal legislation of the Kyrgyz State is now liberal and gender sensitive. For instance, in the case of Kashka Shu, men represented families in the Pasture Management Community, even though it was the women who managed and utilized the summer pastures. In India, the deterioration of the position of women pastoralists goes hand-in-hand with the deterioration of the position of pastoralism in society (India–MARAG).

In some cultures women have an equal position and are integrated in the decision-making processes regarding access to land and land management. In Nepal, in the Langtang community, women usually make decisions about pastureland management practices as men are away most of the year. The Nepali system also succeeds in integrating poorer and socio-politically weaker individuals. Another example is the Tibet AR case-study that describes steps undertaken by a community specifically to mitigate the impoverishment of a part of the livestock-keepers.”

Successful example of women claiming their rights:

“MAKING USE OF FORMALIZED CUSTOMARY LAW
In the Samburu district of Kenya most of the land is classified as Trust Land, which is a common property tenure system whereby land is managed on behalf of the people and is vested under local governing authorities in the form of County Councils. Each person owns land, but communally. The County Councils award use rights pertaining to Trust Land. In the case of Umoja Women’s Village, 15 women from different areas within Samburu approached the local council for land so they could live together within a village. They all escaped gender-based violence, inequitable gender relations and gender-based conflicts. Their intention was to help each other and to create a ‘good life’. They convinced the Council that this was a genuine activity and were allocated a small piece of land on a collective basis.”

Read the full document here: http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/land_rights_publication_english_web.pdf
69. Annalisa Mauro [received through the Land Portal]  

Original contribution in Spanish 

Marcos legislativos que aseguran acceso preferencial a la tierra para mujeres rurales

Por lo que yo conozco, en America Latina se observa la existencia de dos leyes, la Ley 731 de 2002 de Colombia para mujeres rurales y la Ley 717 de 2010 de Nicaragua para la creación de un Fondo de compra de tierras con equidad de género para mujeres rurales.

Ambas Leyes han sido el producto de una demanda de base de grupos organizados de ciudadanas, mujeres que han logrado desempeñar un papel político en el diseño de instrumentos para tutelar y favorecer las mujeres rurales. Sería interesante monitorear el nivel de implementación de estos marcos legislativos. En el caso de Nicaragua el Fondo todavía no existe.

Si es verdad que las políticas y las leyes prescinden las limitaciones de los proyectos de desarrollo y aspiran a satisfacer las demandas de todas y todos la/os ciudadana/os, es verdad también que la implementación de estos marcos legislativos encuentra muchos obstáculos. A veces, un pequeño proyecto tiene más resultados concretos de una política nacional.

En el caso de Colombia y Nicaragua así como en otros países en el norte y sur del mundo, las mismas promotoras que han logrado la aprobación de la ley tienen que ejercer continua presión para su implementación, monitorear presupuesto estatales y normas.

La exigibilidad de la ley es un paso fundamental en el ejercicio del derecho. Y las mujeres rurales y sus organizaciones necesitan respaldo también en este marco de acción.

70. Christian Aid UK   

In answer to the questions posed Christian Aid offers some examples of the experiences of its partners around the world. 
1. Successful examples of women claiming their land rights: Can you share concrete examples of women getting to know, understanding and claiming their land rights? Specifically, are there concrete examples of women accessing justice systems to claim their land rights? What can we learn from “not-so-successful” examples? Please share any lessons that might apply in other contexts. 

Where social movements have roots, and space to grow: the Janadesh movement in India

Ekta Parishad (Unity Forum) is a people’s movement working alongside the poorest communities in India to end land seizures, ensure equitable land distribution and protect access to livelihood resources.  Formally established in 1991 in Madhya Pradesh, it is now a national movement, comprising 11,000 community based organisations in 11 states and thousands more individual members.  Embedded in the Gandhian principles of community-based governance, and of non-violent struggle (see Appendix I), it works in a unique way to amplify the voices of the poorest and most deprived peoples in India.  Ekta has a strong focus on gender equality.  It has succeeded in securing about 300,000 land rights entitlements for women, as well as setting up models of ‘community farming’ led by women.

Ekta Parishad has succeeded in developing an extraordinary level of community mobilisation across India, via an intensive community leadership training model combined with the tool of yatra  or ‘collective marching’ as a way to galvanise people in a mass movement.  In Madhya Pradesh, Ekta established task forces in every district and saw the distribution of 350,000 land entitlements and the dropping of 558,000 charges for forest violations against tribal people.  It gradually brought its model to 11 states, assisting tens of thousands of forest dwelling people to acquire land title under the Forest Rights Act (FRA); helping to constitute a National Land Reforms Council to consider a redistributive land agenda; and bringing forward the land reform agenda in India among policy makers, the media and public.

Janadesh or ‘The People’s Verdict’ was a campaign culminating in October 2007, when 25,000 people from deprived communities all over India gathered in Gwalior to begin a month long, peaceful march to New Delhi to lay their demands in front of the Indian government.  Despite initial resistance from the Indian government, Janadesh entered Delhi and presented its petition to the Government.  At the end of the Janadesh march (October 29th,,2007), the Minister of Rural Development announced that he was acceding to their demands and that a National Land Reforms Council would be constituted chaired by the Prime Minister. In advance of this a land reform policy would be formulated by an expert committee, in which 50% of the members were from the civil society.

Since the Janadesh march, a number of the agreed policy reforms have been implemented, but more remains to be done.  Ekta Parishad continues to advocate to ensure the Janadesh commitments are met, to build participation at village level, and to organise activities culminating in a major follow up in 2012, the Jansatyagra, when 100,000 people aim to walk from Gwalior to Delhi.  Ekta Parishad also has a European support group and has build contacts across many global south countries, which has helped to generate publicity and solidarity across the globe.   The extraordinary commitment of the marchers themselves is demonstrated by the way they have saved food grains and money for the marches.

Ekta Parishad’s philosophy is based on community governance and ‘bottom-up’ development.  Ekta Parishad’s National Executive Council is represented only by leaders of deprived communities, many of which are women, and the same is true for the state and regional level bodies. 

Alongside youth training, leadership development and campaigning activities, the movement works to develop a local resource base to sustain livelihoods through activities such as ‘Grain Banks’ and ‘Village Funds’ that build a community reservoir of resources which are their main asset for their local campaigning and any urgent social needs, as well as enterprises such as Khadi cloth production, cottage industries and organic farming.  These enterprises are solely led by community leaders.   Under the banner of Ekta Parishad, these groups, including farmers, agricultural labourers, tribal groups, and other marginalised peoples are able to wield significant influence on the pro-poor policy change and programme implementation necessary to ensure the rights of poor people to control their livelihood resources.  In the Indian context of a fast developing nation, where globalisation has had an adverse effect on agriculture and land, the united force of Ekta is a vital component in achieving a more balanced form of development which protects India’s poorest communities.

Ekta was also instrumental in developing a unique method of negotiation with government when, after the ‘Land Rights Foot March’ in Madhya Pradesh in 1999-2000, Ekta proposed the strategy by which the Madhya Pradesh ‘Land Reforms Task Force’ would be set up in a manner that gave equal space and operational rights to the non-governmental members of the task force. This has achieved remarkable success in the form of getting land entitlement for the poorest, building common property resources through natural resource management, fast disposal of land disputes in favour of deprived communities and the withdrawal of hundreds of thousands of unjust cases against deprived communities.  

Ekta’s adherence to Gandhian principles gives it a uniquely Indian flavour, but also provides a depth of vision and a clearly defined model which is transferable to other contexts.   Ekta began to build alliances at international level in the early 2000’s, and today strengthening South-South solidarity is a priority.  Ekta is networked with organisations such as Movimiento Sem Terra, La Via Campesina, Kenya Land Alliance and many others worldwide.

When efforts to claim land rights face violent retribution, differential protection is needed for women rights defenders:

Women in Colombia are playing a leading role in defending rights to land in the face of widespread and violent oppression and massive displacement by armed groups seeking to establish territorial and economic control including the imposition of large-scale economic projects in their lands. 

The main NGO tracking displacement (Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento – CODHES) put the total number of internally displaced persons at 5.2 million at the end of 2010
, making Colombia the country with the highest number of displaced people in the world.
 Women and children make up around 80 per cent of IDPs. Indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities are disproportionally affected. Around 6.6 million hectares of land have been illegally expropriated.
 

Defenders advocating for the rights of displaced persons, in particular leaders of women’s groups, and for the restitution of lands, especially in Cauca, Sucre and Urabá, have been killed, threatened and harassed. 
 According to CODHES, between March 2002 and 31 January 2011, 44 leaders of the displaced population involved in the process of land restitution have been killed.
 

Women defenders are increasingly vulnerable to threats and killings.  Among defenders threatened and killed in 2010, 33 per cent and 22 per cent, respectively, were women,
 an increase from 2009, showing women’s heightened vulnerability as they continue to play a more vocal and active role in the defense of human rights.  Women defenders work individually or with others, often leading in community activism. By putting themselves on the front-line they face risks that are specific to their gender. Indigenous and Afro-Colombian women especially play a leading role in defending their collective rights to land and the right to consultation on the use of that land and its resources.
 The lands of indigenous and Afro-Colombian peoples are often situated in areas rich in natural resources and regions of mega-biodiversity and are therefore highly valuable and so those who defend their land are often threatened and attacked. In Colombia, women defenders are targeted for who they are as well as for what they do.  Violence against them and their families therefore has an impact on women’s participation in activism and on broader struggles to advance human rights and democracy. 

	On 8 June 2011, the Afro-Colombian displaced leader Ana Fabricia Cordoba was shot dead in Medellin.  Ana Fabricia founded Latepaz, a pressure group campaigning for the restitution of land forcibly taken from its rightful owners by various armed groups since 1985. She was also a member of Women's Peaceful Path (Ruta Pacifica de las Mujeres), a women’s organization that promotes victims’ and land rights and calls for a negotiated settlement to the conflict. Ana Fabricia arrived in Medellin in 2001 when she was forced to flee after paramilitary groups killed a close family member in Urabá  (Antioquia Department).  Her son was also killed by paramilitaries in 2010. Ms. Cordoba was targeted because she reported death threats that she received to the police, national government and other entities of the State. Her death highlights the risks faced by women, and particularly those campaigning for land restitution and truth and justice in the armed conflict.
  


Government efforts to offer protection to defenders at risk, and other vulnerable groups, are coordinated under the Protection Program of the Human Rights Unit of the Ministry of the Interior and Justice. It is clear, however, from the case of Ana Cordoba and many others described in CODHS report (see Appendix II) that existing measures are insufficient.  A serious concern has been that security measures under this Program have been used to illegally to gather intelligence which was in turn used to persecute defenders, contributing to profound mistrust among defenders 
   In April 2011, two prominent human rights organizations, the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective - CCAJAR and Corporación Sembrar, withdrew from the government’s Protection Program arguing that the measures provided to them were inadequate and, rather than protecting them, had been used to spy on them and had in fact placed them at even greater risk. 
   

On 14 April, a few weeks after they returned their protection, two men tried to break into the home of Zoraida Hernández, Corporación Sembrar’s President, in Bogotá.  Her phone and the intercom to the reception of the building were apparently disabled at the time. Zoraida Hernández, who is also a spokesperson for the National Movement of Victims of State Crimes (Movimiento Nacional de Victimas del Estado, MOVICE), has recently been speaking publicly about the restitution of lands stolen by paramilitary groups.
  

The need for differential protection is one of the key issues for defenders which need to be developed with defenders. The UN Special Rapporteur recognizes the importance of a gender differential in protection programs for women defenders when she states that programs “...supported for the security and protection of human rights defenders integrate a gender perspective and address the specific risks and security needs of women defenders and those working on women’s rights or gender issues.”

There are some important gender issues to take into account when designing protection programs. As women are often the primary care providers of their children and extended family, they cannot avail themselves of protection measures that are not extended to their immediate family. There are also vulnerabilities related to class and poverty issues. For example women defenders with no health care plans are forced to leave their house in the early hours of the morning to queue outside the hospital for medicine for their sick children. This is a time when, for their own safety, they would normally not leave the house as there are few people around and the risk is greatly increased that they could be attacked or killed with no protection or witnesses. 

It is now 10 years since the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women visited Colombia.
 An official visit in the near future would offer important support to women human rights defenders, their organisations and the victims they represent.

It is essential that there is political will to protect individuals and communities at risk. The state must take urgent and effective steps by developing and implementing public policy, to recognise and support the work of women in society, including women human rights defenders, as essential actors in the struggle for justice in Colombia. At the wider level, it is fundamental that there is political will to tackle the root causes of the violence against defenders and community leaders by dismantling the military, political and economic structures that perpetrate the violence against them.  As long as they continue to exist, so will the threat.  By making serious efforts to tackle impunity and prosecute those responsible the Colombian government would also send strong signals that violence against defenders will not be tolerated.  

For a longer discussion of the issues face by indigenous communities in Colombia see:  Newletter of Peace Brigades International from 2009 

Indigenous women defending their land video: In April 2011, the 21 families of the Nonam indigenous community (approximately 98 people), Valle del Cauca region, accompanied by partner CI Justice and Peace, benefited from a ruling that granted them the right to return to their territory in condition of safety, and that ordered the government to provide humanitarian aid (food, health kit, housing); however to the date, the government has not complied with the ruling; see video subtitled in English (partners PBI and Justice and Peace) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7JFP1EWlnA
2. Examples of policies and tools that promote women's land rights: Which policies have promoted secure land rights for women and how can these be replicated? What innovative and affordable tools can secure land tenure? 

Clarifying inheritance rights and rights of women who are separated or divorced:

In Cambodia as elsewhere, land is a critical resource for a woman in the event of separation, divorce, abandonment, multiple marriage relationships or death of her husband. In both urban and rural settings, land ownership under these circumstances can mean the difference between dependence on family support and the ability to form a viable, self-reliant, female-headed household.  However, women in Cambodia are frequently denied their entitlements to joint ownership, either at the point when land is registered under government land reform programmes, or after separation from her partner.  

Despite efforts of the RGC to incorporate gender perspectives into land reform laws and policies such as the Land Management and Administration Project (LMAP) which aims to provide legal title to land to those who qualify under the provisions of the 2001 Land Law, there are concerns about the implementation of these efforts.  According to a gender assessment carried out by USAID, “the confusion and costs associated with certifying ownership rights have had a negative impact on women’s land rights, especially for female-headed households.”  Although the rights of separated and divorced women to a share of marital property are recognised in the Land Adjudication Guidelines, these are often not correctly followed.  For example land that has been farmed by women who have been abandoned by their husbands many years previously is registered under joint names.  Given that land is a particularly critical resource for women when their households break down, there is a clear need to review land titling procedures for greater clarity and gender equity.

Limited understanding among women of the law and the registration process also hinders their active engagement, and poses challenges for women in defending their access rights. This is further exacerbated by inconsistent approaches applied by local authorities and land registration officers, due to their limited understanding of procedural guidelines.  

In this context, supporting women to understand their rights, and accessible guidelines to enable local officials to interpret and implement legislation in a gender-sensitive manner can be helpful.  The local NGO Gender and Development for Cambodia has contributed to a study, 
Women's Perspectives: A Case Study of Systematic Land Registration in Cambodia which examines land registration with a focus on joint ownership and describes, through the voices of the interviewed women, how gender issues affect women’s access to land, inconsistencies in the implementation of the land registration process, and challenges relating to women’s access to justice. The study concludes with recommendations for further discussion and research on the subject.

Recommendations suggest the following policies and tools can help promote women’s land rights: 

· Communication tools that are appropriate for people with low literacy levels (tools such as role plays, educational films, posters, simplified flyers, etc.). Targeted communication strategies and methods should be developed and applied to ensure that all individuals (women included) can participate in land registration meetings and the overall land registration process. 

· Gender sensitive monitoring and evaluation of land reform and registration processes. Particular attention should be paid to the decision-making of married couples over whether inherited property should be registered as jointly or individually owned land 

· Activities and indicators to mainstream gender into land reform and registration efforts, and technical and financial support for leading, monitoring and implementing these processes.

· Mechanisms to promote the engagement and involvement of government ministries responsible for gender or women’s affairs, and women’s organisations in land reform and registration programmes.  Both can play an important role in raising awareness among women’s issues activists as well as sharing information on the challenges and possible solutions. 

· Women’s organisations and other civil society actors should be equipped with specific legal knowledge in order to provide legal aid in issues related to land registration and gender. In the Cambodian context, this requires a review and harmonisation of the interpretation of laws related to domestic violence, multiple marriages, divorce, separation and formalisation of land ownership rights. International agencies can play an important role in supporting such capacity development activities. 

3. The role of women's organisations: What are effective approaches to ensure that women's voices are heard and get the support of policy-makers? What type of support do women’s organisations need to mobilise, and who are the existing and potential partners in promoting women's land rights? How can women's organisations contribute to community development, and how can the role of women in decision-making be strengthened?  

:

Very marginalised women can contribute to sustainable development, and agricultural policy: the case of the Deccan Development Society:

DDS was established in 1983 in Medak district of Hyderabad, the capital city of Andhra Pradesh. Within two decades, DDS activities have spread to 75 villages in five mandals in Medak district.  The initial aim to build local leadership and disseminate appropriate technologies soon developed into a wider vision of enabling local communities to develop in an autonomous way and protect themselves from the worst effects of globalisation.   DDS has a special focus on socially excluded communities such as Dalits, and works with women to support local organisations or sanghams which are networked and operate democratically.  

The experience of DDS illustrates how even the most marginalised women can play a key role as advocates for change.  Thousands of women farmers linked to DDS have been instrumental in a campaign with the Millet Network of India for the inclusion of millets in the definition of food grains in the Food Security Bill and decentralized public distribution system. These women smallholders have over many years demonstrated in practice the potential of millets to contribute to food security, nutrition and productivity in drought-prone and poor soils, and advocated for these changes based on their experience and knowledge.  A film documenting these efforts has been produced by the DDS Community Media Trust.

Harnessing media for even greater change

While DDS’ achievements in creating food and employment security for thousands of excluded people in this drought prone region are extraordinary in themselves, P. V. Satheesh, Director of DDS, knows that the fight against poverty and for poor people’s rights has to go much further. He believes that the communities themselves must challenge the causes that lie at the root of the problems they face. To do this, poor people have to be in control of the channels through which messages can be communicated at a wider scale. 
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To address this injustice, DDS has set up a Community Media Trust (CMT). Scores of marginalised women, young and old, have been trained to operate video cameras, audio recording equipment, and produce and edit films and radio programmes. They make films about the issues that concern them. They show them not only to their own communities but to the outside world as well.

To date, they have made films about the damage caused by GM crops, the importance of grains such as millets in drought prone, climate change affected areas, about their local culture, and about the benefits of their agricultural methods. Their films have been broadcast by mainstream media in India and have also won awards at film festivals around the world. All the time, they are communicating their perspectives, making a space for themselves within society and being heard by those that make decisions at a wider level. 

In October 15 2008, thousands of illiterate rural women from the DDS sanghams in Andhra Pradesh huddled round their radios to listen to the first radio broadcast of Sangham FM, the pioneering all-women rural community radio station set up with the help of Christian Aid and DDS. 

“People in this region are very poor but we have a lot of knowledge about agriculture, seeds and medicine,” explains Narsamma Algole, a young producer at the radio station. “In the past, we did not have a medium to communicate our knowledge to others.”

Since Sangham FM received its official broadcast licence, 50,000 people in 100 villages spanning an area of up to 30kms are now tuning in each day to hear people from similar communities sharing their knowledge and messages on issues as diverse as eco-agriculture, human rights, farmer suicides, culture, climate and the environment. Each day the station broadcasts for 90 minutes.

“I’d been told about biodiverse farming methods,” said Rangamma, a local woman farmer. “But I thought it was just people telling me what to do and it wouldn’t work. After I heard a programme by these radio people about how to grow crops without chemicals, I realized it could work. I tried it on my land and it’s really worked well.”

4. The wider policy context: What challenges do women face in securing their land rights when land is increasingly used for commercial agriculture, fuel crop production, and conservation purposes? 
Christian Aid’s report Hungry for Justice highlights the growing phenomenon of large-scale acquisition by foreign interests of agricultural land in developing countries, highlighting the particular vulnerabilities of women and other vulnerable groups such as pastoralists, who depend heavily on common land and resources which may be perceived to be unclaimed or unused and are therefore most likely to be appropriated for commercial agriculture.  

In many countries particularly in Asia there is also a growing problem of increasing inequality in land ownership.  An important contributing factor is land-grabbing by local actors, often powerful members of elites who are able to circumvent regulations and violate rights with impunity.  A discussion of how such challenges could be addressed is available in Christian Aid’s occasional paper, Political Settlement.  The particular challenges faced by women in this context can be illustrated by the case of Cambodia:  

Economic land concessions and displacement in Cambodia  
Women play a very large economic role in Cambodia and represent 51.2% of the total economically active population
.  20-25% of all Cambodian households are woman-headed and these households are considered to be some of the poorest in the country
. The economic activity of women in Cambodia is the highest in South East Asia Region
.   In rural areas women comprise 56 percent of the primary workforce in subsistence agriculture and 54 percent of the workforce in market-oriented agriculture
.  Despite the crucial role they play in the Cambodian economy, women are subjugated by traditional gender roles that place men in a position of authority in all aspects of life.  Gender inequality is manifest in a number of ways including women’s low level of uptake of agricultural extension services, their lesser access to and control over land, and their low levels of educational achievement compared with men.
 

Cambodia’s Land Law (2001) provides for joint land titles for husbands and wives, and family law also confers on women and men equal rights to use, obtain benefits and manage property.  However women's customary subordinate status within the household means that most women leave decision-making related to property to their husbands.  Women often need their husbands' consent to include their name on land titles; men often sell land without their wives' consent; and in cases of divorce, women are traditionally held responsible for the separation and may as a result lose their land by not claiming their rights as a shareholder of the joint property
.  

Women who do own and control land are frequently disadvantaged in terms of access to credit, extension and other services.  Half of women farmers are illiterate, compared to 29 percent of men, limiting their opportunities in access services and also their awareness of their rights, rendering them more vulnerable to land-grabs.  Rural households headed by women are vulnerable to land grabbing and forced evictions, because most of them have not completed the registration procedures necessary to prove their property rights.  Woman headed households also tend to lose out in land distribution programmes where land allocations are based on the number of adult labourers in a family.  As a result of having too small a parcel of land to produce enough food for their family, women are more likely to go into debt and be forced to sell land.  Crop failures and lack of access to credit are additional factors, which often compel women-headed households into distress sales of land
.   35% of female-headed households own less than half a hectare of land, compared to 18% of male-headed households.  Conversely, almost one third of households headed by men own more than 2 hectares compared with 17% of households headed by women.  

In this context, investment in large-scale plantations on economic land concessions is growing rapidly (now covering almost 56% of arable land).  Concessions are frequently granted with lack of transparency and in violation of the land rights of the poor, who are displaced from their land and rarely adequately compensated.  Women are particularly vulnerable because their land tenure is most likely to be informal, because they have few alternative livelihood options, and because evictions often involve excessive force and leave women vulnerable to further acts of violence.  The new APRODEV report  Stolen Land and Stolen Futures on Land Grabbing in Cambodia documents how affected communities in Cambodia have lost their livelihoods as a result of land grabbing, and examines the problems relating to the implementation of legislation which should protects land rights.  It also presents evidence that EU trade preferences may be contributing to the incentives for large-scale agricultural investment, which in a context of weak governance frequently takes place in violation of rights and existing laws.   APRODEV calls for ensuring that EU trade policies and preferential trade schemes do not contribute to the violation of human rights by lack of action.  APRODEV argues that the evidence gathered builds sufficient grounds for investigations under the EU GSP program and that the GSP Committee must be consulted on this matter.  Lessons learned from this case indicate the following measures are critical: 

· The development of fair and sustainable land distribution and land use policies and practices with long term commitment and engagement by national and international stakeholders at all levels. 

· Consultation with, and support to, communities and poor people affected by land grabbing. In addition to material support (health, education, food and livelihood support) and legal assistance (including investigation and case representation) for displaced families, communities often need support to help them to understand their rights and represent themselves.

· Mechanisms for coordinated advocacy and dialogue with the government for fair and transparent implementation of legislation and policies relating to land and natural resources.

· Promoting engagement and response from international donors and other relevant international actors for fair and transparent implementation of legislation and policies relating to land and natural resources. NGO’s in Cambodia have highlighted that land conflicts are often sensitive and beyond their capacities to address, and therefore also require a response from the international community.

· Assistance to overcome the barriers most people face in obtaining security of land tenure. Obtaining formal land titling can be a complex and costly process. 

· Knowledge sharing and strengthened coordination among a broad spectrum of civil society organisations working on land-related issues.

· Building the capacities of responsible local government officials who frequently have only limited understanding of the law and its correct implementation.

· Research and documentation to highlight the impacts of land insecurity and displacement on other sectors and issues such as agriculture, poverty reduction, disaster preparedness and resilience, and wide dissemination of these among government departments and donors. 

· Data collection in relation to land deals, classification of land, and company records, is also needed to help overcome difficulties in finding accurate and up to date data and information concerning who is involved in ELCs and land grabbing.

· Strengthening mechanisms for promoting accountable governance and monitoring of implementation of development policies and laws relating to land and natural resources.

4a
Once land rights are secured, how can women sustain their livelihoods from the land?
An adequate and secure livelihood, access to appropriate technologies, information and training, and the avoidance of unmanageable debt are essential for women smallhoders to retain landholdings and invest in their productivity.  Some examples of how CA partners are achieving this are set out below.  Property rights and economic empowerment must also be accompanied by fundamental shift in the balance of power between men and women.  For a longer discussion on this see Power and Governance: Lessons and Challenges
Sustainable agriculture and appropriate technologies help women make the most of small or unproductive landholdings : 

Christian Aid is contributing to an inter-agency paper on women in agriculture which we hope will be published in time for the CWS and which highlights ‘what works’ for women smallholders, including how gender-sensitive extension and ‘farmer-to-farmer’ learning opportunities can help overcome women’s marginalisation from mainstream agricultural extension services.  Christian Aid’s partners have extensive experience of promoting sustainable agricultural techniques that balance the economic, social and environmental aspects of farming, minimise or avoid chemical inputs, use resource-conserving technologies and materials available on the farm, and draw and builds upon the capacity of farmers and community organisations. These principles are already being successfully adopted by farming communities in Asia and Africa.  In addition to their ecological benefits such techniques are particularly helpful for women smallholders since they generally contribute to diversification in food production (enhancing family nutrition), require lower levels of investment (and hence financial risk) and are generally more resilient to climate stress, since they incorporate water-conserving technologies and often focus on production of indigenous crops that are adapted to local conditions.  For an in-depth look at how Deccan Development Society has achieved this in India see this article by its Director, PV Sateesh.  For other evidence of the benefits of sustainable agriculture see Healthy Harvests Healthy Harvests and the case study below: 
  

Avoiding loss of land for repayment of debts : 

Land is frequently a woman’s main tangible asset and as such may be demanded as collateral by money-lenders.  In Cambodia personal debt (often resulting from healthcare expenses) is a major cause of landlessness.  In this context Christian Aid partners Ponleur Kumar, Cambodian Women’s Crisis Centre and Life with Dignitiy have promoted community-managed savings groups and village banks.  Women especially experience multiple benefits from such forms of collective action.  Savings groups are especially helpful to very poor and vulnerable women, helping participants to improve their financial planning and management and through that to raise their status within the family and community.  Savings, however small, provide a buffer for emergency needs.  Groups make decisions to grant loans democratically and on the basis of ability to repay and urgency of need.  In addition to providing accessible financial services on favourable terms, such forms of collective action are often empowerming for women,   serving as opportunities to discuss and organise responses to issues of concern such as landgrabbing and gender based violence, and to receive training in agriculture or small enterprise.  In some cases group members have also come together for collective enterprises.  CA partners in Cambodia re now planing to link savings groups and village banks to agricultural cooperatives (See Appendix  III).  

Christian Aid reports Hungry for Justice and Healthy Harvests set out contain discussions on the kinds of support and agricultural practices that are appropriate to the most marginalised smallholders, many of whom are women.  
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Case Study: Pioneers in Zimbabwe


Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, women are acting as lead farmers to convince others to switch from traditional farming practices by showing them the results conservation farming can bring.


Christian Aid partners ZimPro are pioneers of conservation farming.  They are one of five partners working in a consortium to provide such support to farmers in the drought-prone Matabeleland South in the southern region of Zimbabwe. Conservation farming techniques mean that farmers can grow more food on small plots of land using the limited natural resources available to them. ZimPro identify lead farmers, who help to train and support other farmers in their community. Farmers who practise these methods, including Sarah, Daissy, Lilian and Rolette, report that the amount they harvest  doubles, trebles and even quadruples as they become more experienced in the techniques. Their families rely less on food aid during the lean period of the year when families tend to run out of food (beginning in October, with the worst period being January to March).


Sarah Makuelo is the head of a household of nine people; and the lead farmer in her conservation farming group. Sarah practices the principles of conservation farming meticulously and her harvests have multiplied as a result. Before adopting these practices, she says: ‘A couple of times we went three days, even a week without food…many people on antiretroviral therapy died because they needed food for their medication to work. But this year I harvested 35 buckets


of maize (700kg), three bags of sorghum, two bags of ground nuts and a bag of beans. Even now I have bags [of grain] in my house.’


Daissy Moyo and her family grow maize, groundnuts, sorghum and cowpeas. These techniques make best use of the water and other natural resources available in drought-prone areas where the land is dry. The family now has almost three times as much food to eat and sell, and has escaped extreme poverty. ‘I started living here in 2005. What I harvested this last season, I never got before. I actually look and feel better – I had lost weight because of hunger and the kids [had] too.’


Lilian Moyo: ‘In our group we are five women. We move from one farm to the next until we finish all the conservation plots. I joined ZimPro in 2005. In 2005 it was very laborious because we did not know what we were doing and the yields were very low. But now that we are used to farming the conservation-farming way we’ve seen the benefits; we can feed our families all year round. We plant maize, groundnuts, cowpeas and sorghum. We used to plant just maize.’


Rolette: ‘I practise conservation farming and started in 2005. There is less weeding in conservation farming and it uses less manure. When I started conservation farming, in the first year I got four 90kg bags and this year I got 18 90kg bags. I’ve got better. If I plant using conventional methods I won’t get a yield like a conservation-farming yield. ZimPro helps us: it teaches us about conservation farming’s advantages. The other women in my cluster group are first timers so it helps them understand how using conventional methods I won’t get a yield like a conservation-farming yield. We encourage other women to practise conservation farming but usually the response we get is that it is laborious. But that’s not the case; when you get used to it, it’s not difficult at all.’ 
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