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The workshop was organized by FAO with the financial and 
technical support of the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP), the Government of Italy and the Govern-
ment of the Netherlands. The workshop was hosted by SI-
GAGRO-CLIRSEN with the support of FAO Representation 
in Ecuador.

Countries

The workshop was intended for technical individuals from 
national institutes involved in land cover mapping. 33 parti-
cipants from 12 countries attended the workshop:

•	 Argentina
•	 Bolivia
•	 Brazil
•	 Chile
•	 Colombia
•	 Ecuador
•	 Paraguay
•	 Peru
•	 Suriname
•	 Trinidad & Tobago
•	 Uruguay
•	 Venezuela

Goals

This initiative aimed to provide participants, who were 
mainly officials from national institutes involved in land co-
ver mapping, with training on land cover mapping, LCCS and 
other geo-information technologies, which can be used on 
both national and regional projects. The workshop was also 
used to initiate regional collaborations on GLCN projects.

DATA DISTRIBUTION

During the workshop, the GLCN staff distributed to the par-
ticipants the national coverages of Landsat images (MSS, 
TM and ETM+ sensors, all bands) and Shuttle Radar Topo-
graphy Mission (SRTM)-based elevation data to participan-
ts. Data distribution was undertaken under the outreach 
activities programme promoted by GLCN for its members.

1. LANDSAT IMAGERY

The coverage for South 
America of Landsat images 
takes almost 2720 scenes 
and about 500 GB of file 
size (see the table below). 

The figure on the left shows 
one sample DVD cover. Lar-

ger countries such as Argentina and Brazil had their images 
distributed using external hard disks.

2. SRTM MOSAICS

The coverage for South America of SRTM mosaics takes 8 
and about 1.5 GB of compressed ARC/INFO grid files. The 
figure on the right shows the Southern America DVD cover 
for SRTM data. The DVD also includes

•	 an ESRI ArcView project
•	 country boundaries and 
index files for SRTM and 
Landsat data
•	 a free software for ren-
dering elevation and over-
lapping images (static 3D 
view)
•	 various documents sup-
porting the use of the data.
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Downloadable related documents

http://www-test.fao.org/geospatial/resources/data/satellite-imagery-archive/en/
http://www-test.fao.org/geospatial/resources/data/satellite-imagery-archive/en/
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/geospatial/docs/GLCN/GLCN-LCCS-background-en.pdf

