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1. Background 

 

Over centuries, generations of farmers and herders have developed complex, diverse and 
locally adapted agricultural systems that have been managed using time-tested, ingenious 
combinations of techniques and practices that bring about food and livelihood security, while 
conserving the natural resources. Some of these systems which have exhibited remarkable 
features of global value are now recognized as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems (GIAHS). 

 

Since its launch in 2002, GIAHS has been piloting an innovative model that engages 
communities, local and national governments to identify, recognize, support and safeguard 
Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems and their livelihoods, agricultural and 
associated biodiversity, landscapes, knowledge systems and cultures around the world. In 
order to further raise awareness of GIAHS and promote dynamic conservation of traditional 
agricultural systems, GIAHS Initiative was endorsed as an FAO corporate programme at the 
39th FAO Conference in June 2015. 

 

The GIAHS innovative approach has resulted in positive experiences and lessons, such as: 

 

• The designation of GIAHS has become an important social incentive that impacts farmers 
and consumers to recognize the important and positive role of smallholder farmers, family 
farming communities and minorities, particularly women, as well as their knowledge and 
practices related to the conservation and sustainable use of traditional crops and biodiversity 
for present and future generations.  

 

• The identification of resilient rural livelihood systems, traditionally-based family-scale 
agrosystems and their associated high-value ecosystems services through reconstructing 
traditional knowledge and skills but also the identification of elements suited to strengthening 
best practices, thereby rendering them transferable. 

 



 

2 
 

• The recognition of small-scale farmers, ethnic minorities and local communities and their 
agricultural heritage values as diversified sources of livelihoods and incomes through the 
transformation of conservation activities into marketable incomes both on and off farm. For 
example: marketing and branding heritage products and services, establishing links to eco- 
and agri-tourism including the promotion of rich cultural diversity. 

 

• The recognition of GIAHS as Climate-smart. Locally-based agricultural systems incorporate 
all the strong elements required for adaptation and mitigation of climate change that link to 
agro-ecosystems, cultural diversity, the conservation of biodiversity and the empowerment of 
indigenous communities and women. The agricultural, heritage-sensitive, economic 
diversification that often lies at the heart of sustainable Agricultural Heritage Systems offer 
immense potential for strengthening the economic productivity of small-scale and family 
farmers, indigenous peoples and communities, in particular women. 

 

GIAHS programme has gained considerable recognition both at the international and national 
levels. At the international level, GIAHS has been very much appreciated at various 
intergovernmental fora. At the national level, GIAHS has become the basis used for the 
adoption of new policies that integrate agricultural heritage into their development 
programmes., the GIAHS programme has served as a learning laboratory for the identification 
of new ways to sustain nature’s bounty, the health of ecosystems and conservation. The 
GIAHS programme has also been influential in promoting the sustainable use of biodiversity 
and genetic resources for food and agriculture, the protection of traditional knowledge 
systems, culture and, more importantly, creating a bridge to a sustainable future. 

 

Agriculture is the basic economic activity of most African countries and the agriculture sector 
is essential for food and livelihood security and poverty alleviation. Over 75 percent of African 
population is rural and composed of small scale holdings and family farming with a vast 
diversity of agro-ecosystems which evolved over generations forming the livelihood basis of 
millions of farmers. Many of these farming systems are also unique in many agro-ecological 
and socio-economical aspects, often harbouring important agro-biodiversity and indigenous 
knowledge and are resilient to climate variability and change. 

 

In 2008, the Federal Republic of Germany through the Federal Ministry of Food, agriculture 
and Consumer Protection (BMELV) launched a project to extend the GIAHS Initiative to East 
Africa in order to establish GIAHS sites in Kenya and Tanzania and to support the food security 
and reduce poverty of the local communities in selected GIAHS areas. The project titled 
“Supporting Food Security and Reducing Poverty in Kenya and the United Republic of Tanzania 
through Dynamic Conservation of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)” 
focuses on two different indigenous agricultural systems, typically found in East Africa:                        
1. Pastoralism by the Maasai people of Kenya and Tanzania  

2. Upland Agro-forestry Systems in Tanzania.  

 

In Tanzania, under the collaboration with Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and 
Cooperatives (MAFC) and the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries Development (MLFD), the 
project was successfully implemented in Shimbwe Juu Village in the Kilimanjaro Region, which 
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representing the 800 years old “Kihamba” agro-forestry system of the Chagga tribe on the 
Southern slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro and Engaresero Village in the Arusha Region of Tanzania, 
representing Maasai Pastoralism on the shores of lake Natron. The project has contributed to 
the sustainable development of both sites.  

FAO, as the specialized agency for agriculture and food security, is strongly positioned to share 
its unique practical experience in the promotion of global South-South Cooperation, to deal 
with relevant issues concerned with capacity development and the exchange of knowledge 
and experience among countries and to generate new tools and partnerships for tackling 
issues of food insecurity, poverty and sustainable agriculture.  

 

Africa is a region where more examples of traditional agricultural, forestry and fishery heritage 
systems can be found. In this context, with the support of the FAO South-South Cooperation 
Unit, a regional workshop will be organized to further raise the awareness of GIAHS in Africa 
and enhance the capacity for identification of potential GIAHS sites and elaboration of 
proposal documents including well planning and well-coordinated action plans of those who 
would be involved in the GIAHS activities. Considering that Tanzania has two GIAHS sites and 
is willing to share its experience, FAO and Ministry of Agriculture Livestock and fisheries 
(MALF) of Tanzania have signed a Letter of Agreement (LOA) to support the organization of 
the African regional workshop on the Globally Important Agriculture Heritage Systems (GIAHS) 
through the FAO South-South Cooperation Project.  

 
 
2. Objectives  
 

The general objective of this workshop is to promote GIAHS dissemination and enhance the 
capacity of the African participating countries to initiate, implement and monitor a GIAHS 
project. The specific objectives are as follows:  

 

• To familiarize representatives of African countries with the origin, background and concept 
of GIAHS, the fundamental values of agricultural heritage, and GIAHS application procedures; 

 

• To share knowledge, experiences and lessons learned by outstanding examples of GIAHS in 
Africa and Asia, on the coordination of all relevant stakeholders, including different levels of 
government, research institutions and local communities, for the planning and 
implementation of dynamic conservation of the  GIAHS sites;  

 

• To enhance capacity of contact persons for GIAHS in each selected African countries to 
analysis their potential GIAHS sites, to make high quality of proposal documents, to make well-
coordinated action plans and to implement it effectively for dynamic conservation of the 
GIAHS sites; and  

 

• To establish regional partnership among all the relevant people, governments, research 
institutes, NGOs, donor agencies to promote GIAHS programme in this region. 
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3. Participants and Qualifications  

It is foreseen that approximately 17 participants from government and academia representing 
Sub-Saharan African countries and 5-10 representatives from International Organizations and 
NGOs will be invited to the workshop. GIAHS holding countries like Tanzania, Kenya, China and 
Japan and the experts of the GIAHS Scientific Advisory Group (SAG) will be invited to share 
their experiences and expertise on identification and dynamic conservation of the GIAHS site.
  

 
About 17 participants are expected to be invited from the following countries: 
 

1. Benin  
2. Cameroon 
3. Cape Verde 
4. Chad 
5. Democratic Republic of the Congo 
6. Ethiopia 
7. Ghana 
8. Guinea 
9. Madagascar 
10. Malawi 
11. Mali 
12. Nigeria  
13. Niger 
14. Senegal 
15. South Africa 
16. Uganda 
17. Zimbabwe 
 

Participants from other countries (or additional participants within the abovementioned) may 
attend the training at their own expense. 
 
Country participants must meet the following criteria: 
 
Participants must be: 

 Staff from the representative/s of national governments, national institutions, 

academic, research institutions and/or civil society organizations who has been or will 

be intensively engaged in GIAHS activity in his/her country;  

 Under 55 years of age with an education background (diploma, BSc or higher) in 

agriculture, environment, rural development or biological science with a minimum of 

four years of on-the- job or practical experience.  

 All participants must be nominated and endorsed by the national government, and will 

be subject to approval by the organizers and the availability of an opening. 

 Before the training course, the participants are requested to engage in a review or  

study about his/her country agricultural and environmental development and 
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potential GIAHS sites; relevant policies, laws and regulations affecting agricultural 

production and farmers; profile data on assessing traditional, agro-ecological farming 

systems; status and trend of agricultural biodiversity, crops and livestock including 

undervalued crops; status and trend of indigenous knowledge systems and practices; 

the UNESCO World Heritage list of cultural landscapes; Man and Biosphere 

programme; indigenous peoples; protected areas; national parks; and any other 

relevant information pertaining to people and nature. This material will be required 

during the training course on the development of the GIAHS proposal. 

 

4. Other 
 

 Cost 

All travel, accommodation and related expenses for one1officially country nominated 
participant shall be covered by FAO.  
 

 Training duration and venue 

The workshop will be held in Arusha, Tanzania from 27 February – 3 March, 2017. Field visits 
will be organized to selected GIAHS sites in Tanzania - Chagga home garden and Massai 
pastoral system.  
 
 

5. Provisional Agenda item and time schedule  

Agenda 1: GIAHS concepts, objectives, impacts and methods of GIAHS proposal formulation  

Agenda 2: Lectures from GIAHS holding countries and resource person 

Agenda 3: Field visit to the Tanzanian GIAHS sites (Chagga home garden and Massai pastoral 

system) 

Agenda 4: Country presentation on potential GIAHS sites and wrap up 

 
 

Provisional Agenda 

February 27th  

9:00-9:30 Opening Ceremony/Workshop Guidance  

Deputy Minister for MALF will officiate the workshop. 

9:30- 10:30 Presentation by GIAHS Secretariat 1 

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break 

                                                           
1The government may nominate more than one participant, provided that the nominating government will 
cover the cost of the additional participant (subject to acceptance by the organizers). 
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11:00-12:00 Presentation by GIAHS Secretariat 2 

12:00-12:30 Presentation by GIAHS Secretariat 3 

12:30-14:00 Lunch  

14:00-14:40 Presentation on GIAHS country experiences 1 

14:40-15:00 Coffee Break 

15:00-15:40 Presentation on GIAHS country experiences 2 

15:40-16:20 Presentation on GIAHS country experiences 3 

16:20-17:00 Presentation on GIAHS country experiences 4 

February 28th  

9:00-10:00 Presentation on a specific theme by resource person 1 

10:00-10:30 Coffee Break 

10:30-11:30 Presentation on a specific theme by resource person 2 

11:30-12:30 Presentation on a specific theme by resource person 3 

12:30-14:00 Lunch  

14:00-15:00 Presentation on a specific theme by resource person 4 

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30-16:30 Presentations on a specific theme by resource person 5 

March 1st  

whole day Field visit to GIAHS site including a meeting with local farmers or communities 

March 2nd   

whole day Field visit to GIAHS site including a meeting with local farmers or communities 

March 3rd 

9:00-12:00 Participating Country Presentations (15 minutes each) with 30 minutes Coffee 

Break 

12:00-13:00 Lunch  

13:00-15:30 Participating Country Presentations (15 minutes each) with 30 minutes Coffee 

Break  

15:30-17:00 Discussion on the presentations, summary of the session and the future steps to 
be taken in the region 

 
 


