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Youth in Family Agricultural Holdings and in Rural Areas of Europe

The European Research Centre of Small Agricultural Holdings at the University of Agriculture in Krakow is organising an international scientific conference entitled "Youth in Family Agricultural Holdings and in Rural Areas of Europe” on 4-5 July 2014. The conference agenda covers broadly understood social and economic issues of rural area population, with a specific emphasis placed on rural youth. The organisers' intention is for the authors of presentations to focus their attention on human capital, specifically young people working in small family agricultural holdings, often having two professions, maintaining themselves solely from agriculture or / and non-agricultural sources of income, or searching for their place at work and economic activity. Discussing problems connected with the functioning of rural family agricultural holdings, farmer families as well as the social and professional advancement of the rural youth is also included within the conference's agenda.  

In the social aspect, the conference topics include the following:

· demographic problems of the rural areas and agricultural population,

· pre-school, school, and extramural education,

· the road to social and professional advancement of the rural population, with a specific emphasis on the youth,

· professional activeness, unemployment, social exclusion and pathologies, 
· youth participation in social organisations and in the NGO sector,
· migration of rural youth,
· rural youth's opinion on agriculture and the farming profession. 
In relation to the widely understood economic issues, the subject matter debated during the conference will include:

· production and economic problems in small agricultural holdings, including those operated by young people,

· entrepreneurship of the rural population, specifically young people,

· economic problems of migration,

· use of EU assistance funds within the framework of the CAP as well as structural funds, 

· the innovation of young people in the sphere of business and economy. 
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The organisers' intention is for various stakeholders working for agriculture of the European Union member states, and also states aspiring for membership in the EU, to present and confront their research results, stances, opinions and assessments regarding social and 
economic problems which inhabitants of rural areas face on a daily as well as on a long term basis. We would like representatives of the European Union bodies as well as the governments of the states represented at the conference to present the current stance in the scope of social and economic policy regarding family agricultural holdings, specifically in the aspect of human and social capital of the rural youth. We would also like the agricultural organisations, farmers' social and professional  organisations, as well as local authorities  to present economic and social problems which are faced by the rural population, specifically the young people, who look after their children and the elderly, perform community work, study, develop their farms or undertake non-agricultural employment.  We expect representatives of academic circles and scientific institutes, specifically sociological and economic, to present research results regarding the social and economic problems of the rural population, small agricultural holdings, human capital and problems faced by young people living and working on small agricultural holdings. 

We kindly ask all those submitting their presentations to send a one page abstract by 15 April 2014. Please, send also your registration forms by 14 April 2014. 
The presentations and scientific reports presented during the conference will be, upon the fulfilment of the publication requirements, published in full in English or Polish (in 2014) in the subsequent issues of the Problems of Small Agricultural Holdings Research bulletins.  Kindly send the full text of your presentations by 15 June 2014 to: Conf2014@ur.krakow.pl. Publication requirements in attachment.

For the persons whose papers will be accepted for presentation and/or publication the conference organisers will cover the following costs: participation in the conference, accommodation, meals, participation in study visits, conference materials and the publication of the sent works. Accommodation will be provided by the Advisory Centre. The organisers do not cover conference travel expenses.

For participants not submitting the papers or whose  papers will not be accepted organisers will cover the following costs: participation in the conference, meals, participation in study visits, conference materials. The organisers do not cover  accommodation costs  and conference travel expenses.
Our web page is: www.ecbdgr.ur.krakow.pl. 

A final communiqué will be drawn up during the conference, which will be sent to the European Parliament, the European Commission and to the Ministers of Agriculture and Ministers of Social Matters and Policy of the countries participating in the conference. 

Director of The European Research Centre for Small Agricultural Holdings
University of Agriculture in Krakow       








Prof. dr hab. h.c. Janusz Żmija

