To Mr JACQUES DIOUF
Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)

1. . The annual celebration of World Food Day is an occasion to draw up
a balance-sheet of all that has been achieved fhxough the commitment of
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) to
guarantee daily food for millions of our brothers &#d sisters throughout
the world. It also provides a suitable occasion to noté the difficulties that
are encountered when the necessary attitudes of solidarity are lacking,

Too often, attention is diverted from the needs of populations,
insufficient emphasis is placed on work in the fields, and the goods of the
earth are not given adequate protection. As a result, economic imbalance
is produced, and the inalienable rights and dignity of every human person
are ignored.

The theme of this year’s World Food Day, United against Hunger, is a
timely reminder that everyone needs to make a commitment to give the
agricultural sector its proper importance. Everyone — from individuals to
the organizations of civil society, States and international institutions —
needs to give priority to one of the most urgent goals for the human family:
freedom from hunger. In order to achieve freedom from hunger it is
necessary to ensure not only that enough food is available, but also that
everyone has daily access to it: this means promoting whatever resources
and infrastructures are necessary in order to sustain production and™~
distribution on a scale sufficient to guarantee fully the right to food.

The efforts to achieve this goal will surely help to build up the unity
of the human family throughout the world. Concrete initiatives are
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needed, informed by charity, and inspired by truth - initiatives that are
capable of overcoming natural obstacles linked to the cycles of the seasons

practlsed in the hght of truth can brmg an end to lelS}.OI‘IS a:o.d conﬂzcts
so as to allow the goods of the earth to pass between peoples in a lively
and continuous exchange. R

An important step forward was the 1nternat=10na1 community’s recent
decision to protect the right to water Whlch as FAO has always
maintained, is essential to human nutrition, to rural actmues and to the
conservation of nature. Indeed, as my venerable predecessor Pope John
Paul II observed in his Message for the 2002 World Food Day, many
different religions and cultures recognize a symbolic value in water, from
which there “springs an invitation to be fully aware of the importance of
this prec1ous commodity, and consequently to revise present patterns of

. :".'shail have accees to the Water 1ndlspensab1e for their needs, and that
Lo '”'productwe activities, and agriculture in particular, shall enjoy adequate'_' L
| __‘_5.3'-'_1evels of this pnoeless resource (Message for the 2002 World Food Day, 13-'_ -
--_'-'_:"October 2002) SRRy . :

"':___:_::then poverty must be overcome through authentzc human development

. behaviour i in order to guarantee, today and in the future, that all people:-_f.f;'

If the mtematlonal commumty is to be truly umted” agamst hunger Nae

::_"::_'i_l‘ff.based on the 1dea of the person asa umty of body, soul and spmt Today, . _f
i though there is'a tendency to limit the. v1s1on of development to one that' i

o sa‘asﬁes the matenal needs of the person espec1ally through accese to
e '_technology, yet authentlc development is not simply a function of What a
pereon- “has , it must also embre.ee hxgher values of fratemlty, sohdartty

| 'and t:he eommon good




Amid the pressures of globalization, under the influence of interests
that often remain fragmented, it is wise to propose a model of development
~_built on fratemzty if it 1s msplred by sahdanty and dzrected towards the
" Comimon good, it will be ablé to provide correctives to the current global -
crisis. In order to sustain levels of food security in the short term,
- adequate funding must be provided so as to make it possible for
'agmculture to reactivate production cycles, desmte the deterioration of
climatic and environmental conditions. These conditions, it must be said,
have a markedly negative impact on rural populaffhs, crop systems and
workmg patterns, especially in countries that are aiready afflicted with
food shortages. Developed countries have to be aware that the world’s
growing needs require consistent levels of aid from them. They cannot
' '31mp1y remain closed towards others: such an attitude would not help to
N resolve the crisis.

fo _renewed 'sqlzdanty, espemal}y 1n relatzonsmps between developzng
ountries and ‘those that_are hIgth 1ndustr1ahzed” (Cantas in Ventate, 49)

i HIULCC eIy Th1s is _why a reform of
o mternatmnal 1nst1tut10ns accordmg to the prmmple of subsidiarity. is
o essentzai smce mstztutzons by themselves are not enough because
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In th1s context, FAO has the essential task of examining the issue of . i




integral human development is primarily a vocation, and therefore it
involves a free assumption of responsibility in solidarity on the part of

" ':In order to -ehzmnate hunger and malnutrxtlon obstacles‘ of self-
: __mterest must be overcome so as to make room for a fruztful

| "ratuztousness, kmamfested 1n 1ntemat10na1 coopera‘uon as an. expressmn_
o genume fratemlty ThlS does not obv1ate the need for Justlce, though, s
1"t is 1mportant that exzsung rules be respected and 1mp1emented in _3
_?:addmon to Whatever plans for 1ntervent10n and. programmes of action may e
f'prove necessaxy Indzvzduals peoples and countnes must be allowed to it
‘ thell‘ own deVﬁlOPmen’C takmg advantage of external ass1stance o
“accordance Wlth priorities - and concepts rooted in their tra.dmonal'if S
t hnlques, 1n thelr culture, m the1r _rehglou_s patnmony and 111 the_' e




