
INFORMATION NOTES

Regional Conference on “Strengthening Resilient Food and Agriculture Systems – Implementing the Sendai Framework 
for DRR in the Agriculture Sector in Asia and the Pacific”

15-16 March 2018, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

 (http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/events/detail-events/en/c/1472/) 
WELCOME 

Viet Nam warmly welcomes all delegates to the Regional Conference on “Strengthening Resilient Food and Agriculture Systems – Implementing the Sendai Framework for DRR in the Agriculture Sector in Asia and the Pacific” (in short, the Regional Conference on Agri-Sendai). The conference is organized by Viet Nam, with support and sponsor from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and in close collaboration with other partners.

This Information Note provides important information for delegates participating in the Regional Conference on Agri-Sendai.

1. 
MEETING DATES AND VENUES
1.1
The Regional Conference on Agri-Sendai will be held in Ha Noi city, the capital of Viet Nam, from 15-16 March, 2018.   
	14 March 2018 

15 March 2018
16 March 2018
17 March 2018
	Arrival of delegates

Opening Ceremony, Plenary and Parallel Working Sessions
Plenary Sessions, Parallel Working Sessions, Outcome of the Conference and Recommendations for FAO 34th APRC and 2018-AMCDRR

Departure of delegates


1.2
The main venue for Meeting: the Regional Conference on Agri-Sendai will be held at Pan Pacific Hanoi, Viet Nam, which is located right in the centre of the city's business, government and diplomatic districts.

Pan Pacific Ha Noi Hotel, Viet Nam

Website:
Panpacific.com/hanoi
Add: 

No 1 Thanh Nien Road, Ba Dinh Dist., Hanoi, Viet Nam
Tel: 

+84 (0)4 3823 8888 Ext. 5304 
Fax: 

+84 (0)4 3829 3888 

2. KEY CONTACTS
2.1
For information on all substantive, administrative and logistical matters, please contact:

Mr. Chu Van Chuong
Deputy Director General, International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
2 Ngoc Ha, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

E-mail: chuongcv.htqt@mard.gov.vn; chuonghoa2002@gmail.com  

Telephone: (84-4) 37332205 Cell: (+84) 0964251875 

Fax: (84-4) 37330752
Ms. Bui My Binh
Programme Officer, Multilateral Cooperation Division
International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
2 Ngoc Ha, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

E-mail: binhbm.htqt@mard.gov.vn; agrisendai2018@gmail.com 
Telephone: (84-4) 37332205, Cell: (+84) 0989096252
Fax: (84-4) 37330752

2.2 The Registration Form for the Regional Conference on Agri-Sendai is available at the website http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/events/agrisendal-registration/en/. Please fill in the form and return it to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Viet Nam at the details below as soon as possible but not later than 8st March 2018. If you need any further information or clarifications regarding the registration, please contact: 

Ms. Pham Thi Thanh Hang

Senior Resilience Officer, 

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO RAP)

E-mail: hangthithanh.pham@fao.org;

Telephone: + 66 2 971 4112 

Skype: pham-thanh-hang; 

Ms. Vu Thanh Ha
Program Officer, International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
E-mail: agrisendai2018@gmail.com; havt.htqt@mard.gov.vn 
Telephone: (84-4) 37332205 / Cell: (+84) 0983383848 
Fax: (84-4) 37330752 
3. AGENDA
3.1 Agenda: the link to the tentative agenda of the Conference is provided in the 2nd announcement at the above-mentioned link. This version of the draft Agenda is subject to updates. 
3.2 The official working language of the Regional Conference on Agri-Sendai is English. Translation services will be provided during the Conference in the  Vietnamese - English languages. 

4.
ACCOMMODATION
4.1
The Organizer will assist in reserving hotel room for participants, if requested. The participants are required to fill in the Accommodation Registration Form (Annex). For further information or assistance regarding hotel reservations, please contact:

Ms. Ngo Thi Phuong Mai
Thien Ha Travel and Conventions Center 

Room 102, D2 Building, Nam Dong area, Dong Da, Ha Noi

E-mail: thienhatravel@gmail.com;   
Telephone: (84-4) 37324124 / Cell: (+84) 0983371511 

Fax: (84-4) 37324126
Ms. Vu Thanh Ha

Program Officer, International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
E-mail: agrisendai2018@gmail.com; thuynga.nguyen@fao.org  
Telephone: (84-4) 37332205 / Cell: (+84) 0983383848 

Fax: (84-4) 37330752
5.
VIET NAM VISA REQUIREMENTS
5.1
All delegates are required to possess valid passports to enter Viet Nam.

5.2
Delegates from certain countries may require visas to enter Viet Nam and are responsible for arranging these visas, if required. 

5.3
Please refer to the following link for a list of visa exemption agreements between Viet Nam and foreign countries. 


https://lanhsuvietnam.gov.vn/Lists/BaiViet/B%C3%A0i%20vi%E1%BA%BFt/DispForm.aspx?List=dc7c7d75-6a32-4215-afeb-47d4bee70eee&ID=306
5.4
Delegates are advised to check with the nearest Vietnamese Diplomatic or Consular Office for specific country information on visa requirements. 

5.5
If delegates experience difficulty in arranging their entry visas, please complete the Registration Form in this invitation pack to request for a visa application through the Organizing Committee. For further information or assistance regarding visa requirements, please contact:
Ms. Vu Thanh Ha

Program Officer, International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
E-mail: agrisendai2018@gmail.com; havt.htqt@mard.gov.vn 
Telephone: (84-4) 37332205 / Cell: (+84) 0983383848 

Fax: (84-4) 37330752
6
ID BADGE ISSUANCE
6.1
All delegates are requested to send a completed Registration Form to the Organizing Committee. Upon registration, the Organizing Committee will prepare and issue an ID Badge for each delegate.

6.2
Upon arrival to the Pan Pacific Hanoi Hotel - the meeting venue, delegates will be asked to collect their ID badges at the Registration Desk. Passports may be requested for presentation at this point, so delegates are advised to carry their passports with them. ID badges SHOULD BE WORN AT ALL TIMES and will be required for entry to conference areas.


7.
DOCUMENT REPRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION

7.1
All documents should be submitted electronically to email: agrisendai2018@gmail.com; thuynga.nguyen@fao.org before 8th March 2018. This will allow papers to be reviewed and produced in advance of meetings, and will enable meetings to proceed with minimum disruption. 

7.2
Presentations: Delegates who wish to make a presentation should submit a Microsoft PowerPoint file preferably a week before the Conference, or at the latest 24 hours prior to the meeting. Please provide the Secretariat with this presentation at the details below.

Ms. Pham Thi Thanh Hang

Senior Resilience Officer, 

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO RAP)

E-mail: hangthithanh.pham@fao.org;

Telephone: + 66 2 971 4112 

Skype: pham-thanh-hang; 

Ms. Bui My Binh

Programme Officer, Multilateral Cooperation Division
International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
2 Ngoc Ha, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

E-mail: binhbm.htqt@mard.gov.vn; agrisendai2018@gmail.com 
Telephone: (84-4) 37332205, Cell: (+84) 0989096252

Fax: (84-4) 37330752

8.
TRANSPORTATION

8.1
Noi Bai International Airport: Central Ha Noi is located approximately 40km from Noi Bai International Airport. A public taxi service is also available at the airport. The taxi cost ranges from 350,000 - 400,000 VND (US$16 - 20) from Noi Bai to most central Ha Noi hotels. If you choose to take a taxi from Noi Bai Airport to Ha Noi, the official Noi Bai Taxi and Airport Taxi services are recommended.

8.2   
Mini-bus will be provided to transfer delegates and speakers from the recommended hotels on the provided list to the Pan Pacific Hanoi Hotel in the morning and afternoon on 15th and 16th March 2018. Delegates who choose to stay at alternative hotel other than those on the recommended list are kindly asked to arrange their own transportation.

9.

FACILITIES

9.1
The internet in Secretariat room will be opened from Thursday 15 to Friday 16
March (8 a.m - 8 p.m), and will be equipped with computers and printers. 

Wifi internet is available throughout the lobby of the Pan Pacific Ha Noi Hotel for delegates’ use.
9.2
Prayer Room is provided in the Conference area.
10.
DRESS CODE

10.1
The dress code for the Conference is business attire.

10.2
The weather in Ha Noi is cool at that time (around 17oC – 26oC with high humidity of 80% - 90%). 

11. 
ABOUT VIET NAM

11.1
Location: Lying on the eastern part of the Indochinese peninsula, Viet Nam is a strip of land shaped like the letter “S”. China borders it to the north, Laos and Cambodia to the west, the East Sea to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the east and south.

The country’s total length from north to south is 1,650km. Its width, stretching from east to west, is 600km at the widest point in the north, 400km in the south, and 50km at the narrowest part, in the centre, in Quang Binh Province. The coastline is 3,260km long and the inland border is 4,510km.


Coordinates:
Latitude: 
102º 08' - 109º 28' east

Longitude:  
8º 02' - 23º 23' north


Population: 
 95 million (as of 2017)


Administrative Units: Viet Nam is divided into 63 provinces and cities

Topography: 3/4 of Viet Nam's territory consist of mountains and hills

11.2
Climate: Viet Nam is located in both a tropical and a temperate zone. It is characterized by strong monsoon influences, but has a considerable amount of sun, a high rate of rainfall, and high humidity. Regions located near the tropics and in the mountainous regions are endowed with a temperate climate. 

The monsoon climate also influences the changes of the tropical humidity. In general, in Viet Nam there are two seasons, the cold season occurs from November to April and the hot season from May to October. The difference in temperature between the two seasons in southern is almost unnoticeable, averaging 3ºC. The most noticeable variations are found in the northern where differences of 12ºC have been observed. There are essentially four distinct seasons, which are most evident in the northern provinces (from Hai Van Pass toward to the north): Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter. 

Every year there are 100 rainy days and the average rainfall is 1,500 to 2,000 mm. The humidity ranges around 80%. 

The weather in Hoa Noi in March is cool, ranging from 17oC – 26oC. 

11.3
Capital: Hanoi is the capital of Viet Nam, having a population of more than 8 million people (as of 31/12/2016). The capital comprises two different topographical features: the delta and the Middle Region of the North. Most of the deltaic land lies on both sides of the Red River and its tributaries (rivers Đuống, Đáy, etc.). The Middle Region comprises Sóc Sơn district and a portion of Đong Anh district, a prolongation of the Tam Đảo mountainous mass stretching towards the Delta which is 7-10 meters or sometimes even hundreds of meters above the sea level.
In Hanoi there are four distinct seasons:  Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter. But it is able to be divided into two main seasons: the rainy season from May to September (it’s hot, heavy rain), and the dry season from October to April (it’s cold, little rainfall). The annual average temperature is 23.2oC, but in winter the average temperature is 17.2oC. The lowest temperature ever recorded was 2.7oC in 1955. The average summer temperature is 29.2oC, with the highest ever recorded being 42.8oC in 1926. On average, there are 114 rainy days a year with around 1,800mm of rainfall.

11.4
Currency 

Viet Nam’s unit of currency is the Viet Nam Dong (VND). Major foreign currencies are exchangeable at Vietcombank and other Vietnamese Banks/Branches, ANZ Bank, Citi Bank and Indovina Bank... The exchange rate is US$1 ~ VND 22,700. Major credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Diners Club, JCB) and most traveler’s checks are accepted. ATM machines that dispense VND are widely available but usually have a limit of VND2,000,000/transaction and VND10,000,000/day.  

11.5
Electricity and Water Supply


The standard electricity supply in Viet Nam is 220 Volts, 50 Hz, AC. Most plugs are two-pin with rounded pins, except in international-standard hotels. Drinking tap water and un-boiled water is not recommended. 

11.6     Phone services


Local phone services are reliable. Both GSM and CDMA mobile phone systems are in operation although the former is more popular. SIM cards are readily available for GSM mobile phones and can be bought in any convenience stores, post offices or hotels. Local calls from a prepaid mobile phone cost about 10 US cents/minute.
11.7
Internet


Broadband and wireless internet services are available in all major hotels and at the meeting venues. 
11.8
Time

Viet Nam’s standard time zone is GMT +7 hours. 
11.9
Tourism 


Information on tourism and other information can be found on the following websites: 


http://www.vn-tourism.com

http://www.vietnamtourism.com

http://www.vietnamtourism-info.com 
HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
for the Regional Conference on Strengthening resilient food and agriculture systems –

Implementing the Sendai Framework for DRR in the Agriculture Sector in Asia and the Pacific

15-16 March 2018, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

	

	Full name
	

	Sex
	M/F 
	Nationality
	

	Position
	

	Organization name
	

	Organization type
	Please select :
	

	
	( Government 
	(Primary producer

	
	( Private sector
	( Individual

	
	(NGO
	( Others:

…………………………………………………………….

	
	( Academia and research institution 
	

	Telephone
	

	Postal address
	

	Mobile number
	

	Email address
	

	

	Do you need to book a hotel? 

( Yes. Please select the hotel bellow.
( No. 
Pan Pacific Hanoi(((((
1 Thanh Nien Road, Ba Dinh Dist., Hanoi, Vietnam
Type of room
 Single 
 Double 
Conference Venue 
 
 
 
 
Deluxe 
( 
 $ 145 
( 
 $  163 
Premier Lakeview 
( 
 $ 166
( 
 $  184
Pacific Club 
( 
 $ 195 
( 
 $  213 
Studio Suite
( 
 $ 220 
( 
 $  238 
Executive Suite
( 
 $ 430 
( 
 $  455
Army Hotel((((
1A - Nguyen Tri Phuong Str., Ba Dinh Dist., Hanoi, Vietnam
Type of room
 Single 
 Double 
 
 
 
 
 
Superior Double
(
 $   72 
( 
 $    83 
Superior Twin
( 
 $   72 
( 
 $    83 
Deluxe 
( 
 $   94 
( 
 $  105 
Suites
(
 $ 145 
( 
 $  156 
The Hanoi Club((((
76 Yen Phu Str., Tay Ho Dist., Hanoi, Viet Nam
Type of room
 Single 
 Double 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Superior 
( 
 $   81 
( 
$  96 
Deluxe 
(
 $   91 
(
 $  105 
Signature
(
 $ 110 
(
 $  130 
Studio
(
 $ 110 
( 
 $  130 
Premier Twin/Double 
( 
 $ 120 
( 
 $  135 
Anise Hotel (((
22 Quan Thanh Street Str, Ba Dinh Dist, Hanoi, Viet Nam
Type of room
 Single/ Double 
 
 
 
 
Superior 
(
 $  50 
Deluxe City View 
(
 $  60 
Park View
(
 $ 80 
Santa Barbaba Hotel(((
23 Quan Thanh Str, Ba Dinh Dist, Ha Noi, Viet Nam
Type of room
 Single  
 Double 
 
 
 
 
 
Superior
( 
 $   50 
 (
 $    58 
Deluxe 
( 
 $   60 
 (
 $    68 
Executive
( 
 $   70 
 (
 $    78 
Suite
( 
 $   90 
 (
 $    98 
NOTE: RESERVATION DEADLINE for Conference Rate: 25February 2018

* Room will be reserved on a first-come, first-serve basis.
* Please write the hotel name according to preference priority.

First Choice __________________Second Choice __________________Third Choice ________________
Accommodation required : I will be sharing with







No. of  nights : 


    I require a  ( Smoking room       ( Non smoking room

Check in (arrival) date : //

Check out (departure) date : //
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