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Session Concept Note 

Session  Parallel Session S1 – Crop 

Title Unpacking risks and pathways for resilient crops in light of the 2030 Agenda 

Date  

Time 

Thursday 15th March 2018 

14.00 – 17.00 hours 

Venue TBC 

Organizers International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) Asia Regional Programme  

Contact: Mr. Godefroy Grosjean – CIAT Climate Policy Hub g.grosjean@cgiar.org  

FAO:  Hang Thi Thanh Pham, Senior Resilience Officer 

Contact:  hangthithanh.pham@fao.org  

Background Agriculture, particularly crop, in Asia and the Pacific is highly vulnerable to disasters, 

induced by natural hazards (flood, drought, cyclone, earthquake, etc.), pests, and 

climate variabilities/climate change. The floods and landslides in Myanmar in 2015 

damaged around one-fifth of the cultivated area and caused more than $300 million 

damage and loss to crop production. Of the total $56 million agriculture damage and 

losses caused by cyclone Pam that hit Vanuatu in the same year, 69 per cent were for 

crops with greatest impacts on permanent crops, such as kava, banana, coconut, cocoa, 

and coffee. In addition to these direct losses, reduced agricultural output also slows 

overall economic growth, leading to a deterioration of a country’s balance of payments 

and increased borrowing (UNESCAP, 2017).   

Multiple-layered challenges such as population growth, economic forces, depleting 

land-water resources, changing land-use priorities emerging from rapid urbanization, 

diminishing priorities of rural youth and producer families to continue in the crop sector 

as well as changing consumer behaviours, are driving deep transitions in the sector and 

also exposing it to heightened and emerging risks. These challenges, along with 

frequent shocks have contributed to aggravating vulnerability, particularly that of small 

and marginal holders. 

Managing disaster risks, adapting to climate change and enhancing resilience while 

reducing carbon emissions will therefore be vital for the crop sub-sector to meet its 

important priorities of increasing productivity and yield to ensure food security, 

increasing crop diversity to contribute towards nutrition security, meeting evolving 

consumer demands and reducing disaster losses. 
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This requires a shared understanding amongst key stakeholders of risks facing crops, 

their drivers, risk perceptions and coping strategies to develop and implement effective 

risk management interventions at farm site, throughout the value chain and at the sector 

level.  

Technological development in support of disaster and climate resilient practices (such 

as risk information, drought-tolerant seeds, conservation agriculture, etc.) will also play 

a critical role. Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA)1 has emerged as an approach to guide 

actions needed to transform and reorient agricultural systems to effectively support 

development and ensure food security through: sustainably increasing agricultural 

productivity and incomes; adapting and building resilience to climate change; and 

reducing and/or removing greenhouse gas emissions, where possible.  

The 2030 Agenda including the Sendai Framework for DRR (SFDRR) and Paris 

Agreement attach great importance to strengthening resilience of the agriculture sectors 

and livelihoods to achieve the SDGs. This is reflected in SFDRR Target-C with a 

specific indicator for reducing agriculture disaster damage and loss and the related SDG 

indicator 1.5.2.  Resilience of food and agriculture systems is instrumental for achieving 

several SDGs: no poverty, zero hunger, sustainable cities and communities and climate 

action.  

To take forward the 2030 Agenda, specifically the implementation of the SFDRR, This 

session will focus on unpacking the existing and anticipated risks facing crops, taking 

stock of on-going efforts in reducing risks and strengthening resilience, sharing lessons 

learned; and identifying priorities for further actions in policies, planning and 

implementation. Guided by the four priorities for action2 of the SFDRR viz. (1) 

Understanding disaster risk; (2) Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage 

disaster risk; (3) Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience and (4) Enhancing 

disaster preparedness for effective response and to “Build Back Better” in recovery, 

rehabilitation and reconstruction, the session deliberations would focus on the following 

set of questions: 

 What is the nature of existing and emerging / anticipated risks (of natural hazards, 

diseases as well as human-induced hazards) to crops in Asia and the Pacific? How 

is the nature and manifestations of risks evolving in the backdrop of multiple 

challenges facing crops and climate change? Are there any sub-regional (South-

Asia, South-East Asia, North-Asia, and such) and rural, urban/peri-urban patterns 

evolving in terms of the changing nature of risks? What is the progress in 

developing a shared understanding of risks facing crop sub-sector and dependent 

livelihoods, challenges and gaps? 

 What policies, institutional arrangements and capacities exist in the crop sub-sector 

and agriculture sectors in general to manage risks and build resilience? What are the 

gaps and opportunities to strengthen risk governance? 

                                                      
1 http://www.fao.org/climate-smart-agriculture/en/  
2 https://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/publications/43291   
 

http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/
http://www.fao.org/climate-smart-agriculture/en/
https://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/publications/43291


 What efforts / initiatives are on way to prevent/reduce risks and strengthen 

resilience in the crop sub-sector? Lessons learned, opportunities and challenges to 

promote investments, both public and private, in proven approaches such as CSA.  

 What lessons have been learned by the crop/agriculture sectors in past disasters’ 

preparedness, response and recovery efforts? What are the factors driving 

successful and unsuccessful efforts? 

 What are the emerging priorities (at the policy, programme and actions levels) to 

address the gaps/challenges to strengthen risk reduction and resilience building 

efforts in the sub-sector?  

 How to build coherence in policies, institutions and investments pertaining 

agriculture development, food and nutrition security, DRR, and CCA as countries 

and the agriculture sectors deliver on their commitments for the 2030 Agenda? 

Further, how the identified priorities could be translated into a plan of action for the 

agriculture sectors to implement the SFDRR, Paris Agreement and the SDGs? 

Session objectives  The session aims to: 

 Unpack the understanding of existing and evolving risks to the crop sub-sector in 

light of the changing context and multi-layered conflicting pulls to the crop sector;  

 Take stock of ongoing actions to manage risks to and build resilience of the sub-

sector in light of the 2030 Agenda; 

 Deliberate on priority actions at policy, institution and programmatic level for 

strengthening the resilience of the crop sector and to further the sectoral 

implementation of the SFDRR and the overall 2030 Agenda.  

Expected 

outcomes 

 A shared understanding of risks facing crops and dependent livelihoods 

 Sharing of on-going efforts, lessons learned and challenges in managing the 

risks to and strengthening resilience of the crop sector; 

 Identification of priority actions to be undertaken for strengthening the 

resilience of the crop sector for sectoral implementation of the SFDRR, the 

Paris Agreement and the SDGs. 

Session format The session could be a combination of a panel discussion and plenary and/or group 

discussion. The indicative schedule is  below: 

14.00 – 14.05 Introduction by the Chair 

14.05 – 14.20 Keynote address 

14.20 – 15.00 Panel discussion, moderated by the Chair 

15.00 – 15.30 Question and Answers with the panellists by the participants 

15.30 – 15.45 Coffee break 

15.45 – 16.55 Facilitated plenary discussion and/or 4 roundtable discussions to 

identifying priority actions. Reporting back to the plenary 

16.55 – 17.00 Wrap up by the Chair 

 

 


