
Right to Food Newsletter
N°2 February 2008

WORLD FOOD DAY 2007 IS BEHIND AND MUCH WORK STILL AHEAD OF US…

   ear Friends,
The first issue of the Right to Food newsletter was released online on occasion of World Food Day, 
on 16 October—FAO’s anniversary. Therefore, in this second edition, I would like to start by sharing 
with you our impressions of this remarkable event.

The unprecedented worldwide mobilisation to commemorate World Food Day 2007 on the theme 
of ‘The Right to Food’, confirmed the increasing recognition throughout the world 

of the important role of human rights in fighting hunger. It was OUR and YOUR 
opportunity to stress the importance of this human right, demonstrate the many 
successful cases and at the same time show how much work is still ahead of us to 
achieve its realization.

Around World Food Day, the Right to Food Unit had organized a Right to Food 
Week, one week full of events and activities on various right to food issues and to-
pics. Our partners, ActionAid, FIAN, Right to Food Secretariat Campaign India, were 
actively engaged in the events. We had many interesting discussions. For example, 
one of the presentations posed the question whether the legislation on the right to 
food will help the poor, while other presentation analyzed such cross-cutting the-
mes as gender and the right to food or bioenergy and the right to food. 

World Food Day was a great opportunity to successfully raise awareness on the 
right to food at the international, national and sub-national levels. Hundreds of 
newspapers and journals around the world reported on the right to food. In a 
number of countries, it generated political, legislative and programmatic initiatives 
for longer-term engagement with the right to food. 

World Food Day was celebrated by more than 150 countries. Highlights included a worldwide can-
dlelight vigil starting in Samoa and moving around the globe; art and photo exhibits and musical 
events in Cairo, Rome, Quito and other cities; the establishment of a Right to Food Chair at Bethesda 
University in Tehran, sporting events such as the Run for Food race in Rome and Turin. Personalities, 
amongst them, Kofi Annan, Louise Arbour, Jean Ziegler and Roberto Baggio, issued statements on 
occasion of WFD to draw attention to the problem of world hunger. All statements can be found on 
www.fao.org/righttofood. 
 
World Food Day 2007 was also FAO’s day and we, the Right to Food Unit, take the positive energy 
we received from your engagement as a strong incentive to continue our work, inform and train on 
the human rights-based approach to food security and its practical implications for policies, strate-

gies and programmes. We will, even more than in the 
past, provide support and advice to countries in their 
efforts to implement the right to food.

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Ekwall

Coordinator of the Right to Food Unit

“Where hunger and 
malnutrition persist, 
there can be no justice 
or security. A just world 
is one where every 
woman and man – every 
girl and boy – can live in 
dignity, without 
wondering where the 
next meal comes from.” 

Louise Arbour, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, statement on the 
occasion of World Food Day 2007

”Candlelight Vigil at the Collosseum in Rome“
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Uganda

Uganda’s Food and Nutrition Policy 
of 2003 recognizes the human right to 
food and calls for a human rights based 
implementation and a legal framework. 
FAO’s Right to Food Unit recently held 
a regional workshop in Kampala on how 
to legislate for the right to 
food, with focus on right 
to food framework law, 
which was also a validation 
workshop for a forthco-
ming Guide on Legisla-
ting for the Right to Food. 
The Ugandan authorities 
have established a drafting 
committee for a human 
rights based Food and Nu-
trition Bill, while the Right to Food Unit 
will provide technical support and expert 
advice to assist the Drafting Committee 
and contribute to the nation-wide ow-
nership of the Bill. 

Other activities of the Right to Food 
Unit in Uganda revolve around budget 
analysis and district level right to food as-
sessment, as well as cooperation with the 
University of Makarere on curriculum 
and journals.

nepal

The Nepali Interim Constitution, 
adopted in January 2007 incorporates 
the right to food and some of its aspects 
in several of its provisions. In December 
2007, the Right to Food Unit participated 
in two seminars on “Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights in 
Nepal”, organised by the 
International Commission 
of Jurists, in cooperation 
with Action Aid Nepal, 
Rural Reconstruction 
Nepal and Nepali Bar 
Association, with the aim 
to explore how these rights 
can be better implemented 
in the country with 

reference to international standards and 
experience in other parts of the world. 
The presentations on the right to food 
triggered a discussion about, among 
others, the role that human rights 
can play in facilitating access to food, 
seeds and land, and the differences and 
complementarities between the concept 
of food sovereignty and the human 
right to food (both constitutionally 
recognized).

BRaZIl

FAO has a longstanding cooperation 
with Brazil in promoting the realization 
of the right to food. Recently, the 
supported NGO Abrandh conducted 
an online training on the right to 
food for staff of the Ministry of Social 
Development (MDS), members of the 
National Food and Nutritional Security 
Council --CONSEA and staff of the 
Public Prosecutors. The set maximum 
number of 3,000 participants was 
exceeded, and some candidates had to be 
turned away. Acknowledging the quality 
of the course, the huge interest and the 
potential impact, MDS decided to fund 
similar courses in 2008/09. 

Brazil’s Government is the first 
government to dedicate public financial 
resources to conducting, in partnership 
with FAO, concrete activities for the 
implementation of the right to food. 
These activities relate to capacity building 
on the right to food. Abrandh stands 
for the Brazilian Action for Nutrition 
and Human Rights and is the Right 
to Food Unit’s main partner in Brazil, 
and a driving force for right to food in 
the country. Abrandh was elected as a 
member of the new CONSEA 2008/09 
at the federal level. CONSEA has a 
crucial role in advising Brazil’s President 
on rights-based food security and 
nutrition policies. The Right to Food 
Unit is proud of this election and of the 
confidence shown in Abrandh. 

The human RighT To Food
Countries in action

http://www.fao.org/righttofood/publi_en.htm

InformatIon

Only informed duty-bearers can 
identify those rights-holders most 
in need and meet their demands 
for food security.

The publication The Right to Food 
in Practice: Implementation at the 
National Level gives practical gui-
dance as to how to implement the 
right to food at the national level. 
You can download it from our 
website:
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CollaBoRatIon wIth the 
FoRestRy depaRtment

One of the objectives of the Right to 
Food Unit is to integrate the right 

to food approach into FAO’s regular 
activities and all sectoral areas. 

The Forestry Department and the 
Right to Food Unit are currently 
exploring concrete ways and means of 
collaboration by planning joint Right to 
Food and Forestry activities. The main 
objective is to support member countries 
through forestry in achieving human 
rights-based food security.  

As a first step, we have identified 
the following four thematic clusters 
– based on themes, geographical and 
opportunities criteria – in order to 
explore and facilitate the integration of 
right to food principles into the work of 
the Forestry Department:

a) intersectoral linkages,     
b) legal framework, 
c) non-wood forest products, 
d) policy and institutions.

Fao’s ContRIBUtIon to the RealIZatIon oF the RIght 
to Food and to the sUstaInaBle Use oF FoRests In 
nICaRagUa

I ncreasingly, FAO’s projects are proving successful in the obtainment of tangible 
results regarding the betterment of food security, through a right to food approach 

in its practical application. For example, in Nicaragua, through the FNPP Central 
America (FAO – Netherlands Partnership Project), such an approach was taken into 
consideration to conduct policy formulation and revision to develop laws on forest 
and agricultural biodiversity for the support of food security, in line with an adequate 
national context that enables the accomplishment of such an objective.

It is starting from this issue that the current government set out the guidelines 
so that the MAGFOR (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry) and the MARENA 
(Ministry of Natural Resources and of the Environment) could prioritize processes 
for policy updating and reform in terms of sustainable development of forestry, of 
nutritional and food security (SAN) and policies of biodiversity. FAO’s contribution 
was also present in the formulation process of the Draft Law of Food and Nutritional 
Security and Sovereignty, whose objective, in line with the latest version of SAN 
policy, tends to develop and articulate, in a very harmonious way, concrete actions for 
the realization of the right to food.

In this same context, it is worth pointing out the contribution of the forestry sector, 
and the crucial role carried out by the GOFO (Committee for Forestry Governance), 
a platform of forestry cooperation through which the Policy of Sustainable Forestry 
Development has been updated, and whose objective is also to improve the living 
standard of the population, hence granting access to adequate food, and at the same 
time, establish participatory processes for the sustainable management of forestry 
resources. Moreover, all these initiatives must be carried out while taking into 
consideration funding mechanisms that allow the evaluation of resources deriving 
from forests and which do not conflict with the protection itself of such resources, 
contemporaneously fighting against deforestation, the advancement of the agricultural 
boundaries and illegal practices.

Contribution of Francesca Felicani Robles, Legal Consultant and Coordinator Assistant for 
FNPP Central America, FAO

human RighTs ThRoughouT The un
integrating Right to Food into Fao’s Work

Michelle Gauthier, Forestry Officer 
(Agroforestry and Land Use), 
Forest Conservation Service, is the 
Focal Point for Right to Food in the 
Forestry Department. 

FAO is working on a number of publications to promote and 
enhance the understanding of the right to food and its practical 
implications. 

The following forthcoming studies explore the right to food and cross-
cutting themes, including gender, access to natural resources and 
indigenous peoples:
• Women and the Right to Food: International Law and State Practice;
• The Right to Food and Access to Natural Resources;
• The Right to Food and Indigenous Peoples.
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FIAN’S CAMPAIgN “FACe-It-ACt-NOw”

FIAN (FoodFirst Information and Action Network). 2008 will 
be the year of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. FIAN International and many civil society 
actors will mobilize great forces and efforts to best use the 
historical opportunity and momentum to promote the human 
right to food and the rights-based approach in the fight against 
hunger and malnutrition. FIAN International will pursue its 
task towards gaining broad support for the Right to Food in the 
framework of its “Face-It-Act-Now!” Campaign (see www.face-
it-act-now.org/Campaign/home). Together with right to food 
activists, FIAN shows the “faces” of hunger and encourages the 
public as well as decision-makers to tackle concrete situations and 
find sustainable solutions to hunger and malnutrition around 
the world. FIAN will also continue and strengthen its capacity-
building work with civil society worldwide. In particular, the 
organisation will focus on the practical use of the instruments and 
standards for the protection and implementation of this human 
right. In 2008, FIAN is organising in India, Uganda, Colombia 
and Guatemala and other countries, international trainings and 
national initiatives based on new tools developed by FIAN in 
collaboration with the civil society and academia (for example, 
see the publication Screen State Action Against Hunger: http://
www.fian.org/resources/documents/others/screen-state-action-
against-hunger).

In July 2008, FIAN International will be actively involved in the launch 
of an African Right To Food Network during an international event in 
Cotonou (for more information, please contact Huguette Akplogan-
Dossa at hugsena2002@yahoo.fr or Sandra Ratjen at ratjen@fian.org).

The next issue of FAO’s Right to Food Newsletter will be issued in May 2008 and will focus on capacity building 
and training’. Written submissions for FAO’s Right to Food Newsletter are welcome (please contact Lidija.
Knuth@fao.org). Copies can also be requested. To receive our newsletter and other information material, please 
subscribe at: http://www.fao.org/righttofood
For more information or to discuss how you or your organization can be involved in FAO’s Right to Food 
Newsletter, contact: Mauricio.Rosales@fao.org and Lidija.Knuth@fao.org.

Bahrain is the 157th country to be bound to 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR). The ICESCR deals with the right 
to food, which has been recognized in a wide range of 
human rights instruments, more comprehensively than 
any other treaty. By having accessed the ICESCR on 27 
September 2007, the Bahrain Government has committed 
itself to guarantee economic, social and cultural rights, 
including the right to food, to its people.

aWaReness Building and inFoRmaTion
news from our Partners

ACtIONAId’S CAMPAIgN FOr the rIght tO FOOd

ActionAid. In 2007, ActionAid’s campaign for the realization of 
the right to food “HungerFree” was launched nationally in over 
twenty countries and internationally at the UN in New York and 
in Geneva. Thousands of people were engaged in national launches 
with demonstrations, marches and music festivals rallying for the 
right to food in Bangladesh, Brazil, India, Mozambique, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Thailand and other 
countries. Internationally, in 2007 the HungerFree Campaign 

was presented at the 
UN Economic and 
Social Council’s Annual 
Ministerial Review 
in Geneva and at the 
UN General Assembly 
in New York, where 
ActionAid lobbied for a 
strengthened resolution 
on the right to food. 
Our objective is to raise 

global understanding of 
the right to food and to 

mobilize people to demand that states meet their obligations by 
designing appropriate food security policies and programmes. 
HungerFree, a five-year long ActionAid campaign, has the 
ambitious goal of strengthening the right to food by focusing 
on the following three areas: 1) Promote the implementation 
of the Right to Food Guidelines by advocating for reform of 
governments’ food policy programmes and by lobbying for the 
adoption of an Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights; 2) Increase women’s access to and 
control over land through reform programmes at the national 
level that end gender-based discrimination and ensure that more 
land is in women’s hands; and 3) Ensure that the human right 
to food is not violated through corporate abuse by increasing 
accountability of TNCs within the international human rights 
system. In 2008, ActionAid will undertake strategic lobbying 
actions and organize campaign events aimed at raising awareness 
on the right to food at the national and international levels, such 
as, for example, being present at the G8 Summit in Japan and 
targeted national campaign actions. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.hungerfreeplanet.org.
By Magdalena A. Kropiwnicka, Food and Hunger Policy Adviser, 
Magdalena.Kropwinicka@actionaid.org

„ActionAid International HungerFree Campaign Launch in 
front of the UN Secretariat in New York in September 2007“
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