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 Despite the importance of General Comment 12, it is not mandatory and has not been endorsed by all governments. 
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 Since the decade of 1980, Brazil has developed a social movement around food security, employing it as concept closer to 

food sovereignty than to FAO’s food security. As Renato Maluf, a Brazilian expert on these issues, said in a private conversation 
on September 2012: "Brazil is closer to the vision of  "the right to decide" (production, marketing, consumption) of both its 
states and their people and communities." For more information on this interesting way to address issues of food security and 
sovereignty see the 2012-2015 National Food and Nutrition Security Plan. 
7
 As a senior Latin American diplomat said to colleague Fernando Soto in a private interview conducted in September 2012: 

"The concept of food sovereignty (SA) is not defined. There are multiple interpretations, with strong ideological tendencies that 
respond to specific situations in various countries… There isn’t a unique concept that can be discussed and therefore there is no 
consensus. Thus, it is not a concept recognized by the CELAC. In fact, although presented, it was not included in the statements 
of the last CELAC Summit of Presidents and Heads of State, or in the reports of the last meeting of CELAC National Coordinators 
held in Chile from July 5 to 7. Neither was it included in the final declaration of the OAS General Assembly held in Cochabamba, 
which refers to sovereignty in general, but not food." 
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 Agroecology incorporates an approach to agriculture closer to the environment and more socially sensitive, focused on 

ecological sustainability of the production system. Regarding classical agronomy, agroecology introduces three key elements: 
environmental concerns, the ecological approach and social concern. One of its main exponents is Miguel Altieri, a professor at 
the University of Berkeley. His classic text is Agroecology, The scientific basis for sustainable agriculture, 1997, Nordan 
community. 
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 This term is used by Gordillo and Jiménez, 2006. Also used by WDR 2008. 
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 This approach is closer to the idea of Brazilian colleagues like Renato Maluf, who underline, regarding his country's 

experience of joint food security and food sovereignty, the right to food by way of the general "right to decide" for countries, 
which is based on the broader concept of national sovereignty. 
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 Several articles refer to this: The State will prevent and control the introduction and occurrence of animal and plant 
diseases…(Art. 25); Ecuador is declared free of transgenic crops and seeds…(Art. 26); The state will encourage the consumption 
of nutritious food, preferably organic or agroecological…(Art. 27) The sale of low nutritional value food in educational 
institutions is prohibited…(Art. 28). 
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 It is a logistics platform specializing in food products, in which the wholesale marketing of fruits and vegetables forms the 

main concern; it includes other activities and various production processes and processed foods. It is aimed at building and 
strengthening a common area in which the activities are mutually benefited from advantages, opportunities and synergies 
offered by a shared space; and a environmentally, socially and economically sustainable production unit, 
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 Law 144 seeks to increase food production from communitarian economy and small family farms, to diversify the diet and 

fight extreme poverty. It prioritizes domestic food production; transfers public resources to small rural producers; abandons the 
idea of the state as a direct food producer; articulates the different levels of government (national, provincial and local); 
promotes the strengthening of ancestral practices in the management of lands, natural resources, economic activities and 
productive and sustainable use of biodiversity; incorporates universal agricultural insurance; provides technical support to 
organizations; creates two new sources of funds transfers (Concurrent Departmental Funds and Community Fund Credit); and 
uses the already existing rural financial infrastructure. However, it does not incorporate productive efficiency criteria, creates 
new bureaucracy, does not transfer resources directly to rural producers and, above all, gives way (legalization) to transgenic 
crops and genetically modified seeds (Articles 15 and 19). The Agricultural Productive Communitarian Revolution, although 
guarantees by the state the recovery, conservation, improvement, production and distribution of native seeds from native 
indigenous peoples, intercultural communities, smallholders and Afrobolivians, it also facilitates access to genetic resources 
with productive and research purposes to strengthen the country’s food security and sovereignty, provided they do not involve 
genetically-modified seeds of species in which Bolivia is the center of origin or diversity, or those that threaten the genetic 
heritage, biodiversity, the health of life systems and human health. 
14

 Native Indigenous Peasant Land Management is the process by which peasant indigenous peoples, intercultural and Afro-

Bolivian communities shall exercise the ownership of their territory, managed in a participatory way and with consensus among 
the various communities that make up the territory, executing their decisions in order to improve their quality of life and 
contribute to food security and sovereignty according to their knowledge, technologies and cultural values. 



                                                           
15

 Native indigenous peasant communities, intercultural and Afro-Bolivian communities. 
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 The Law ensures food security and sovereignty, establishes he activities and assets used in food production as of public and 

social interest, includes popular power, ensures efficient distribution, validates barter as a form of exchange, guarantees the 
safety and quality food, supports and encourages research and education in the agricultural sector and develops a system of 
penalties to ensure the welfare of the majority of the population. 
17

 Food Sovereignty: is the inalienable right of a nation to define and develop agricultural and food policies appropriate to their 
specific circumstances, from local and national production, respecting the preservation of cultural and production biodiversity, 
and prioritized self-supply capacity, ensuring timely and adequate food access for the entire population (Art. 4). Food security is 
the effective capacity of the State, in co-responsibility with the food industry…to ensure the population a stable availability, 
access, exchange and distribution of food, to ensure physical and emotional conditions suitable for integral and sustainable 
human development, considering the exchange, complementarily and economic integration between peoples and nations as an 
essential guarantee for the right to food (Art. 5). 
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 Strategic Market Reserves are those authorized by the Ministry with responsibility for food and feeding to dampen erratic 

market fluctuations, capturing excess and alleviating any deficiencies. Special Strategic Reserves: those authorized by the 
National Executive that form a group of stored products with sufficient, stable and full national supply to respond to shortages 
caused by unforeseen difficulties, states of emergency or alarm. 
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 Food and Nutrition Security is the realization of the right of all to sustained and permanent access to quality food in sufficient 

quantity, without compromising access to other essential needs, based on health promoting food practices, respectful of 
cultural diversity and that are environmentally, culturally, economically and socially sustainable (Art. 3). 
20

 According to Nicaragua’s Law 693, Food Sovereignty is the right of peoples to define their own policies and strategies for 

sustainable food production, distribution and consumption, which guarantee the right to food for all people, based on small 
and medium production, respecting their own cultures and the diversity of peasant, fishing and indigenous agricultural 
production, marketing and management of rural areas, where women play a key role (Art. 2). It also includes the state's right to 
define its own policies and strategies for sustainable food production, processing, distribution and consumption to ensure the 
right to food for the entire population, with preference towards appreciation and consumption of domestic products, without 
affecting the exercise of the right to free enterprise and trade (Art. 9a). 
21

 Food and Nutrition Security means the availability and stability of culturally acceptable food supply, so that all people may 

have the same in quantity and quality, free of contaminants, as well as access to other services such as sanitation, health and 



                                                                                                                                                                                           
education, to ensure the nutritional well-being and enable them to make a good biological use of food to achieve their 
development, without implying a deterioration of the ecosystem. 
22

 Right to Food: a fundamental human right, inherent to human dignity, of public order and social interest, aimed at ensuring 
sovereignty and food and nutrition security with gender equity, which implies the right to go to administrative or judicial 
mechanisms for the protection of this right and its repair where necessary. 
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 In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 171 paragraph a) and 176 of the Constitution of the Republic. 
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 DOF, October 13, available at: http://www.scjn.gob.mx/normativa/analisis_reformas/Analisis%20Reformas/00130217.pdf 
25

 This draft bill comes from the organized civil society, placing sovereignty and food and nutrition security in the public debate. 

All persons involved in the design process of the draft bill, as the communities of native peoples, the Executive, social 
organizations, and cooperating entities, are all authors of the draft. Source: President’s Office, Ministry of Planning 
http://www.stp.gov.py/?mid=Noticia&category=887&document_srl=16251 

http://www.scjn.gob.mx/normativa/analisis_reformas/Analisis%20Reformas/00130217.pdf
http://www.stp.gov.py/?mid=Noticia&category=887&document_srl=16251
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 The human right to adequate food is a fundamental right of the population, which is realized when every person, without 

discrimination, has physical and economic access at all times to food or means for its procurement, and involves: the existence 
of safe and nutritious food; respect for food preferences according to culture and tradition of the society; production capacity 
and sufficient food availability, enhancing diversified domestic food production; environmentally sustainable food production; 
accessible costs of basic food; and modes of access commensurate with human dignity. 
27

 Food security: exists when people have, at all times, physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious foods that 

meets their daily energy needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. 
28

 Food Sovereignty: Right of peoples to define their own policies and strategies for the sustainable production, distribution and 

consumption of food, guaranteeing the right to food for all people, giving priority to small and medium producers, respecting 
their own cultures and diversity of peasant, indigenous fisheries and agricultural production, marketing and management of 
rural areas, where women play a key role. 








