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‘Start W|th an jtem on the left. Draw a fine
~ tracing it back to its beginning in the soil on the
* .right. One example has been done for you.:

: 50|| We budd our homes, schools, stores and restatrants on Soils.
We also use lumber from trees grown'in soil and bricks baked
from'soils to build our homes!' We build landfills, ponds and -
septic systems in soils. ~ « *

Have youWOI'n anysoil lately?

: Maybe And that doesn’t mean you need to take a bath! A lot of our

“clothes like j jeans, tee shirts, socks and undenwear have cotton in them.

- Cotton is grown in soils. Orf maybe you have a'coat made from wool. Wool
comes-from sheep, and sheep eat grass that grows in'soil. Do you havea 4
leather belt or leather shoes-or boots? Leather comes from the cattle that /@
eat the grass that grows in the soils! 6

Have you eateﬂ e  (§

any soil today? A |

- Well...yes...kind of...you have. Cereals, vegetables ‘ .
and fruits are grown in soils..Plants get minerals . ’/\
and nutrients from soils. We get the minerals and / ‘

nutrients weé need to stay healthy from plants.
Almost everything we eat is raised either in soils,

. ~ like potatoes, or on soils, like beef. Cows eat hay ‘
and grass grown in smls -

"Dld you drlnk any soil today'? o ‘ “@Tz@

If you haven't, you are probably pretty thirsty right how. All water
comes in contact with soil at one time or another. It may flow
through soils, under soils or float-on top of soils. Soils help filter
and clean the water people and animals drink.

(3 products will have 4 connectlons and 2 will onIy
have 3 connections) D

@

Did YOUu playmth any soil today”?

The fields, forests and playgrounds around your home all come
5 V from soils too. The wildlife living in these ecosystems need soils
2 ~_just as much-as you do!
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It takes a loooooooooong time to make Sometimes, it takes hundreds of years.
One way we lose soil is by erosion. When rain or running water hits bare

soil erosion can happen. Every rain drop that hits bare ground scatters tiny specks of soil.
The loose soil is washed away into creeks, streams and rivers. During one rainy season
2.5 of soil can be washed away. Remember, it takes a
looooooo0000000000Ng time to make more soil!l Hundreds of years!

One way to stop soil erosion is to trees or grasses. The roots help soil in
place when it rains. Branches and leaves slow down the rain as it falls on the ground. Leaves
that have fallen off the tree help protect the soil.

Use the underlined words to fill in the blanks. Then find the mystery words in the

puzzle!
1. Plant roots help soil in place.
2. It takes a long time to make
® 3. Bare leads to soil erosion.

4. During one season 2.5 of soil can be lost.

5. trees and grass to stop soil erosion.
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(Write the mystery word on the line above.)
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Some Soil Secrets

Since you have discovered that you sleep on soils, eat soils, wear soils and play
on soils, aren’t you glad we have them? Now it’s time to find out some ways soils
depend on us to take care of them every day. It is also important to think about
things that we do that may harm soils. Soils can take hundreds of years to form
so they are very hard to replace. Because we use soils every day, it is important
to take care of them.

IS

If the photo is showing something

good for the soil put a G in the space. *
If the photo is showing something .
bad for the soil put a B in the space.
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§0l| For ‘example; chlckens eat grass and’ corn -
dwn in 501§ Frmts and vegetables | that we eaf :
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(T
W@ ‘ﬂ_ﬁ@ @ It would be hard to live for even
“ E ‘ W\, one day without soils. Think
about what a day would be
M &Dﬂg like if we didn’t have any soil
@ on Earth.

Write six things you use every day that come from soils.

1. 4,
2, 5.
3. 6.

Drawy @ picture of your fayowrite
coneg firom golllg,
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