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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. This document comprises two main parts. Each part deals with two types of issues 
connected with the functioning of the Commission. The first type relates to different 
partnership arrangements and stems from the 9th session (October 2006) of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee (SAC) of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 
(GFCM), which suggested that the Commission consider: i) formally adhering to two 
arrangements, namely the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) and the 
Fishery Resource Monitoring System (FIRMS) and, ii) utilizing Memorandum of 
Understanding to strengthen cooperation, especially to facilitate the implementation of joint 
programme of activity with selected Partner Organizations. The second part of the document 
provides an update of document GFCM/XXX/2006/4 presented at the 30th session of the 
Commission (January 2006) and which suggested a set of amendments to the Rules of 
procedure of the GFCM. 
 
 
II. PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Adhesion to the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) and to the 
Fisheries Resource monitoring System (FIRMS) 
 
2. At its 9th Session, SAC endorsed the suggestion from its Sub-committee on Statistics 
and Information (SCSI) that the Commission should consider applying for membership to the 
CWP. SAC also recommended that GFCM formally joins the FIRMS Arrangement, taking 
note that the Commission was already contributing information to the System.  
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Coordinating Working party on Fisheries Statistics 
 
3. The CWP provides a mechanism to coordinate fishery statistical programmes of 
regional fishery bodies and other inter-governmental organization with a remit for fishery 
statistics. Its main functions are to: i) continually review fishery statistics requirements for 
research, management and policy-making; ii)  agree on standard concepts, definitions, 
classifications and methodologies for the collection and collation of fishery statistics; iii) 
make proposals for the coordination and streamlining of statistical activities among relevant 
intergovernmental organizations.  
 
4. The CWP was established in 1959 by resolution 23/59 of the FAO Conference, under 
Article VI-2 of the Organization's Constitution. The Statutes of the CWP were amended in 
1995, inter alia, to extend the geographical coverage of the Working Party, from the North 
Atlantic to all marine waters and to confirm that FAO would continue ensuring the Secretariat 
for this body. The Statutes and the Rules of procedure of the CWP are provided in document 
GFCM/XXXI/2007/Inf.14 for consideration by the Commission. The present Membership of 
the Working Party includes the following Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 
(RFMOs) and inter-governmental organizations, the: CCAMLR; CCSBT; IWC;  IATTC;  
ICCAT; ICES; IOTC; NASCO; NAFO; NEAFC; OECD; EU/Eurostat; SEAFDEC; SPC and 
FAO. 
5. The CWP meets in full session approximately every two years and carries out 
intersessional and ad hoc meetings as required. Until now, the GFCM was represented in the 
CWP through FAO. The Organization applied the CWP statistical standards to the GFCM 
data bases it has been maintaining on behalf of the Commission, since 1959. This also 
applies for the statistical activities carried out by the FAO Regional projects supporting the 
Commission. 

 
Fisheries Resource Monitoring System 
 
6. FIRMS provides a mechanism to access and share a wide range of high-quality 
information on the global monitoring and management of fishery marine resources. To this 
aim, it draws together a unified partnership of international organizations, RFMOs, Regional 
fishery bodies (RFBs), (and in the future, selected national scientific institutes), collaborating 
within a formal arrangement. The long term goal of FIRMS through expanding partnership is 
to provide a coherent framework highlighting the effective gap between monitored and 
unmonitored resources and fisheries. For effective fisheries information management, FIRMS 
therefore also participates in the development and promotion of agreed standards. Information 
provided by the Partners is organized in a database and published in the form of fact sheets. 
This system provides the data owner with tools to ensure controlled dissemination, high 
quality and updated information. 
 
7. Hence, through their data inputs, FIRMS Partners contribute to the global inventory of 
marine resources and fisheries under the more general framework of the Strategy for 
Improving Information on Status and Trends of capture Fisheries, endorsed in 2003 by the 
FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI), within the framework of the Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries. FIRMS is operated under a Partnership Arrangement which was 
launched in February 2004 upon signature of the Arrangement by the first five Partners. The 
FIRMS Partnership Arrangement which specifies the rights and obligations of the Partners, 
the Rules of procedure, as well as the FIRMS Information Management Policy that defines 
the principles and conditions governing the sharing of information contributed by the 
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Partners, are provided in document GFCM/XXXI/2007/Inf.14, for consideration by the 
Commission. 
 
8. The Fisheries Global Information System (FIGIS) of the FAO Fisheries Department 
ensures the Secretariat of FIRMS, including covering the costs associated with the 
development of the System. FIRMS functions through a Steering Committee (FSC) 
constituted by representatives of the Partners (one member nominated by each partner) and 
through technical working groups as appropriate. Partners cover the costs of information 
contribution and attendance at FSC meetings. At present, FIRMS comprises the following 
RFMOs and RFBs Partners, the: CCAMLR; CCSBT, IATTC; ICCAT; ICES; IOTC; NAFO; 
SEAFDEC, EU/EUROSTAT and FAO. 
 
9. Over recent years, GFCM was represented and contributed in FIRMS through FAO. 
Up to now, it provided information on 44 resources; work is in progress to contribute 
information for selected fisheries, including some of them based on the Operational unit 
(OUs) concept. 
 
10. The third Steering Committee of FIRMS, held in February 2006, addressed a specific 
invitation for the GFCM to formally become a Member of FIRMS.  
 
 
Memorandum of Understanding with selected Partner Organizations 
 
11. Article VIII of the GFCM Agreement provides that the “Commission shall cooperate 
closely with other international organizations in matters of mutual interest”. At its 9th 
session, SAC endorsed the suggestion emanating from its Sub-committee on Marine 
Ecosystem and Environment (SCMEE) to use instruments such as Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to strengthen the implementation of joint programme or activity with 
Partner organizations such as the UNEP (RAC/SPA) and the IUCN (Mediterranean). The 
Committee was informed that, through FAO, GFCM was already relying upon a number of 
broad MoUs, subscribed between FAO and some of these organizations (e.g: with CIHEAM; 
IUCN; ICCAT; etc..). The Agreement of Cooperation between the FAO and CIHEAM  is 
enclosed, as an example,  in document GFCM/XXXI/2007/Inf.14. 
 
12. Over the last two intersessional periods, CIHEAM/IAMZ and IUCN approached the 
Secretariat to seek the position of the GFCM on this matter. IUCN through its Mediterranean 
Center drafted a MoU proposal which, after review by the FAO Legal Office, is enclosed in 
document GFCM/XXXI/2007/Inf.14,  for consideration by the Commission. 
 
 
III. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 
    
Background and Approach 
 
14. At its Extraordinary Session (July 2004), the GFCM considered a document entitled 
“Issues connected with the functioning of the Commission” which identified a number of 
practical, institutional and legal issues regarding the functioning of the Commission. After a 
preliminary exchange of views, the Commission agreed that they should be analyzed in more 
detail at its forthcoming ordinary session. 
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 15. At its 29th Session (February 2005), GFCM considered a similar document but 
examined only selected provisions of its Rules of Procedure and decided that a 
comprehensive document, containing suggestions for updating the GFCM Rules of Procedure 
be prepared for consideration at the next session1. 
 
16. The document GFCM/XXX/2006/4 was prepared in response to this request and 
presented to the 30th session of GFCM (January 2006). It consisted of a narrative part 
providing information on a number of issues which have been recently identified by, or 
referred to, the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. It was noted that some of the issues 
may ultimately involve amendments to the Rules of Procedure, in reference to Article II, 12 
of the GFCM Agreement, while others could simply be reflected on decisions of a policy 
nature on working methods of the Commission or be embodied in GFCM Resolutions. The 
Commission further agreed2 that the proposed document be reviewed by an Open Working 
group, including national lawyers, to be convened during the intersessional period. The 
Commission underlined the fact that, in order for the Working Group to perform its task 
efficiently, it was essential for the competent legal services of the Members to review 
document GFCM/XXX/2006/4. The Working Group was convened early July 2006. 
However, as it was not possible to secure a reasonable number of representatives from 
Member States, the meeting was postponed sine die.  
 
17. With the view to progressing on this long standing item, it is proposed to review at 
each regular session, as the Commission feels it necessary, a number of possible adjustments 
to the GFCM Rules of Procedures. Such an approach would be in line with Rules XVII which 
provides that : “Amendments of, or addition to, these Rules may be adopted on the motion of 
any delegation by a two-thirds majority of the Members of the Commission, at any plenary 
meeting of the Commission, provided an announcement is made at a plenary meeting and 
copies of the proposal for the amendment or addition have been distributed to the delegations 
not less than forty-eight hours before the meeting at which action is to be taken”. 
 
18. In the context of Rules XVII above, this document only updates a number of issues 
that were before the Commission during recent sessions. The manner in which they are listed 
does not imply any hierarchy of importance among them. The Appendices to this document 
provide two comparative tables presenting side by side the current and the proposed Rules of 
Procedure and a consolidated version of the Rules. A number of additional issues are also 
identified, in case the Commission may wish that they be developed for its consideration at 
the 32nd session. 
 
 
Structure of the documents governing the procedures and activities of the Commission   
 
19. The respective roles, relationship and hierarchy between the GFCM Agreement, the 
Rules of Procedure of the Commission, the Financial Regulations and a number of decisions 
taken by the Commission on procedural matters and matters related to the organization of the 
Commission and its work, need to be reviewed from time to time. Hence, this might be 
necessary, only if, to ensure that these sets of norms and decisions are consistent among 
themselves and that evolving practices and procedures, as may be adopted by the 
Commission, be formally embodied. Such a review and possible ensuing adjustments also 
allow reflecting the dynamic of the institutional life of the Commission. The hierarchy and the 
                                                 
1 Report of the 29th session,  paragraph 60. 
2 Report of the 30th session, paragraphs 68 and 69. 
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relationship that exists between some of these texts are linked to a number of considerations 
including the nature of the subject matters at stake. 
 
20. The fundamental provisions regarding the Commission itself and its modus operandi 
are framed in the Agreement. It is assumed that these provisions are of an important nature 
and should maintain a relatively high degree of stability if only because the process of 
amendment of an international agreement is complex and subject to compliance with a 
number of requirements. The main operating principles and procedures of the Commission 
are further detailed in the Rules of Procedure. The Financial Regulations are intended to deal 
with financial issues. These various documents of a legal nature are all intended, to variable 
degrees, to establish rules expected to last for a reasonable period of time for governing the 
functioning of the Commission.  In general, it is advisable to maintain these documents up to 
date to legitimate changing circumstances, but to keep them not too detailed, to avoid 
hindrance to the functioning of the Commission.   
  
 
GFCM Compendium, Recommendations on fisheries management, Resolutions and 
other decisions 
 
21. In the past practice of the Commission there has sometimes been a lack of coherence 
as concerns the terminology used in respect of the various decisions taken by the 
Commission. The Commission has agreed to develop a “Compendium”, in addition to the 
GFCM Agreement, the Rules of Procedure and the Financial Regulations. The Compendium 
might include important decisions either of a procedural or substantive nature. The document 
GFCM-COC/1/2007/3 suggests some general criteria to qualify a number of decisions of the 
Commission. It invites the Compliance Committee to further elaborate standard format, in 
particular to distinguish Resolutions and Recommendations. 
 
22. It is therefore proposed to clarify the situation laid down in Rule XIV, through an 
amended Rule by distinguishing between reports, recommendations and resolutions and other 
decisions of the Commission. The recommendations themselves may be of a generic nature or 
be adopted under Article V of the Agreement. Consistent with an emerging practice on the 
part of the Commission, it is proposed that the word resolution should designate decisions 
dealing primarily with matters of an administrative, institutional, financial and organizational 
nature. Hence, should there be a need to define rules in a more precise manner than is usually 
done in Agreements or Financial Regulations or Rules of Procedure, it is suggested that this 
be done by the Commission, possibly through relying on other decisions of a procedural 
nature, such as resolutions or “decisions of working methods”. The Commission has taken a 
number of similar decisions in the past. More recently, it has adopted, for instance at its 29th 
Session, the Terms of Reference of the Coordinating Meeting of the Sub-Committees 
(CMSC) and of the Coordinators of the Sub-Committees. There might be an increasing 
number of such decisions in the future.  
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Clarification of the relationship between the Committee on Aquaculture (CAQ) and 
related entities 
 
23. The issue of the relationship between the Committee on Aquaculture and its networks 
specifically referred to in current Rule X of the Rules of Procedure was the object of some 
discussion.  In particular the question was raised as to the extent of responsibilities of the 
Committee vis-à-vis those networks and as to possible liabilities arising for the Commission 
from the work of the networks, whose legal nature was not defined. 
 
24. The discussions favoured an integration of these networks into the GFCM overall 
administrative and technical structure. This applied to SIPAM in 2005. At its 5th Session 
(June, 2006), the Committee on Aquaculture addressed in depth the issue of its structure and 
modus operandi. It recommended to work through flexible subsidiary bodies that be “problem 
solving” and “output oriented”, thereby with a limited time-span. It recommended that the 
Commission establish three ad hoc Working Groups to deal with specific range of subject 
matter. The  Working Groups will be coordinated through the main subsidiary body of CAQ, 
namely the “Coordinating Meeting of the Working Groups” (CMWG). CAQ also requested 
the CMWG to update the mandate of the Committee, as laid down in current Rules X, inter 
alia, to take stock of the evolution of the sub-sector since the establishment of the CAQ in 
1995 and to align its working methods on those of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC). 
 
25. A revised Rule X, providing adjusted Terms of reference for the CAQ and consisting 
of more generic wording, without reference to specific projects or networks, is proposed for 
the consideration of the Commission. This revised Rule also enables the Committee on 
Aquaculture and the Scientific Advisory Committee to establish such working parties to deal 
with particular subject matters as may be decided, subject to the provisions of Article VII, 
paragraph 3 of the Agreement (on the financial implications of decisions to establish 
subsidiary bodies). This will allow to formally establish the CAQ CMWG, the Ad Hoc 
Working Groups and SIPAM as subsidiary bodies of the Committee and therefore under the 
full liability of the Commission. This will also facilitate the use of those working procedures 
which have proved useful in the operations of the subsidiary bodies of SAC. Hence, the 
Terms of reference of the CMWG and of the Coordinators of the CAQ ad hoc Working 
groups, as well as those of the CMSC and of the Coordinators of the SAC Sub-committees 
could be formalized through a GFCM Resolution, as appropriate. 
 
26. Incidentally, it is also suggested to incorporate in Rules X of the current Rules of 
Procedures, the mandate of the Compliance Committee which was adopted as 
Recommendation GFCM/2006/6. 
 
 
Functions of the Chairpersons and Vice-chairperson 
 
27. Both at recent sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies, consistent debate 
has surrounded the desirability of defining more in detail the functions of the officers of the 
Commission.  Discussions have, in particular, centred on three series of matters. The first is 
whether the functions of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons are limited to chairing the 
proceedings and conducting the debates (as per current Rule VIII), or whether these functions 
should be extended to discharging coordinating responsibilities during the intersessional 
period, including representing accordingly the Commission on a number of matters. The 
second matter concerns the functions of the Chairpersons of the Scientific Advisory 
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Committee and of the Committee on Aquaculture. Over the years, these officers have been 
entrusted with responsibilities in relation to operational, technical and scientific matters such 
as the coordination, with the Executive Secretary, of the implementation of the programmes 
of work, especially through the CMSC and the proposed CMWG. 
 
28. The question of wether any such functions should be embodied in the Rules of 
Procedure has been raised. It is suggested that the Rules of Procedure limit themselves to 
reflecting those functions so as to recognize their legitimacy. This would of course not 
prevent the Commission from defining, through suitable decisions (e.g. Resolutions), the 
content of other functions that the officers of the Commission may be called upon to perform.  
 
29. It might be useful to recall that, in the past, a number of unforeseen matters arising 
during the inter-session period used to be dealt with by the former Executive Committee in 
liaison with the Secretary.  At present, there is no comparable institutional mechanism which 
could exercise similar functions.  The Commission may wish to consider the desirability of 
entrusting the “Bureau” of the Commission, i.e. Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, together 
with the Secretary, with responsibilities to provide guidance in respect of any unexpected 
issues that may arise. This proposed Rule also provides that the relationship between the 
Commission and its subsidiary committees and working groups or other entities dealing with 
matters within the purview of the Commission may be clarified, as appropriate, through 
specific decisions by the Commission or arrangements to be concluded on behalf of the 
Commission and relevant interested parties. The financial implications of exercise by the 
“Bureau” of the Commission of functions during the intersession period would need to be 
looked into by the Commission in relation with Article X of the GFCM Agreement. 
 
 
Functions of the Secretariat 
 
30. Rule V of the Rules of Procedure defines in general terms, the functions of the 
Secretariat of the Commission. At present, these Rules provide that the “The Secretariat shall 
consist of the Secretary and such staff responsible to him as may be determined by the 
Director-General”. It defines the duties of the Secretary as including “the Secretary shall 
include the receipt, collation, and circulation of documents, reports, and resolutions of the 
sessions of the Commission and its committees, the record of their proceedings, the 
certification of expenditures and financial commitments, and the performance of such duties 
as the Commission may direct”. The Rules of Procedure also provide that “copies of all 
communications concerning the affairs of the Commission shall be sent to the Secretary for 
purposes of information and record”. This is far less detailed as compared to the terms of 
reference established, at the Extraordinary session of the Commission (2005), for the  
Executive Secretary.   
 
31. However, with a view to limiting for the time being the proposed amendments to the 
Rules of Procedure and retaining as much as possible their current structure while, at the same 
time, adjusting the Rules of Procedure in order to reflect the new status and functional needs 
of the Commission, it is proposed to amend Rule V along the following lines:  
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“Rule V 
Secretariat 

 
1. The Secretariat shall consist of the Executive Secretary and such staff 
responsible to him as may be appointed in accordance with the Agreement and 
other relevant rules and procedures as appropriate.  

  
2. The Executive Secretary is the executive officer of the Commission and, 
as such, shall service the Commission and its committees, working parties and 
other subsidiary bodies, carry out their decisions and act on behalf of the 
Commission.  Without prejudice to the general nature of this paragraph, the 
duties of the Executive Secretary shall include the receipt, collation, and 
circulation of documents, reports, resolutions and recommendations of the 
sessions of the Commission and its committees, the record of their proceedings, 
the certification of expenditures and financial commitments, and the 
performance of such other duties as the Commission may direct. The Executive 
Secretary shall prepare the budget for approval by the Commission. 

 
3. Copies of all communications concerning the affairs of the Commission 
shall be sent to the Executive Secretary for purposes of information and 
record”. 

 
 
Registration and credentials of Delegates 
 
32. Current Rule III of the Rules of Procedure requires that at each session, the Executive 
Secretary should receive the credentials of delegates and observers. Upon examination thereof 
the Secretariat shall report to the Commission for the necessary action. In the practice of 
FAO, the submission of credentials needs to conform to a number of criteria, including the 
form of the credentials. In the case of FAO, credentials are only required for the Conference 
and are issued by, or on behalf of, the Head of State, the Head of Government, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs or the minister concerned. A Permanent Representative to the Organization 
does not require special credentials, if his/her letter of accreditation to the Organization 
specifies that he/she is authorized to represent his/her government, it being understood that 
this would not preclude that government from accrediting another delegate by means of 
special credentials.   
 
33. The practice of GFCM has been that delegates are not required to submit credentials in 
accordance with the above criteria. Delegates are required to register only, normally on the 
basis of information received previously by the Secretariat. More recently, this practice tends 
to consolidate through Members nominating “Head of Delegations” for the session of the 
Commission as well as “National Focal Points” to liaise with the Secretariat in relation to the 
implementation of intersessional activities of the Committees. Consequently, Rule III has not 
been applied either insofar as the Secretariat has not reported to the Commission on the 
credentials received. There does not seem to be a need for a system of credentials and 
consideration could be given to the establishment of a system where delegates would simply 
be required to register for the statutory meetings of the Commission.  
 
34. The following revised text for Rule III is therefore proposed: 
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“Rule III 
Registration 

 
The Secretary shall make arrangements for the registration of delegates and 
observers, including by establishing a standard format to that effect.  The 
Secretary shall report to the Commission on the registration of delegates and 
observers as may be required.” 

 
Participation by Observers 
 
35. The Commission may wish to consider approving a limited amendment to Rule XII. In 
essence, the proposed amendment would allow the Commission to adopt rules and procedures 
regarding participation of international governmental but also of non-governmental 
organizations as observers. This would not seem to raise any difficulties insofar as the status 
of observer has been well defined by practice. At the same time this would allow the 
Commission to define particular rules and practices which would better respond to its 
functional needs and autonomy. 
 
36. The Commission may wish to consider adopting a revised Rule XII of the Rules of 
Procedure along the following lines: 

 
“Rule XII 

Participation by observers 
 

1. The Commission may adopt rules concerning participation of 
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, as observers, 
provided that such rules shall be consistent with the relevant rules adopted by 
the Conference or Council of the Organization. 

 
2. Members and Associated Members of the Organization that are not 
members of the Commission may, upon their request, be represented by an 
observer at sessions of the Commission and its Committees. 

 
3. States that are not Members of the Commission, nor Members or 
Associate Members of the Organization, but are Members of the United 
Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy 
Agency may, upon request, and with the approval of the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean, attend sessions of the Commission and its 
subsidiary bodies in an observer capacity.  

 
4. Unless the Commission expressly determines otherwise, observers may 
attend the plenary meetings of the Commission and participate in the 
discussions at any committee or subsidiary body session which they may be 
invited to attend. In no case will they be entitled to vote”. 

 
 
Budgetary matters 
 
37. Following the entry into force of the amendments to the GFCM Agreement involving 
new obligations for the Members, the adoption of the Financial Regulations and the 
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subsequent adoption of an autonomous budget, there is a need to harmonize the provisions of 
Rule XI of the Rules of Procedure and those of the GFCM Agreement and the Financial 
Regulations. It should be noted, in this regard, that a precise set of financial provisions is now 
set out in the Financial Regulations, especially on the autonomous budget. Rule XI of the 
Rules of Procedure dealt with the situation which prevailed at the time when there was no 
such autonomous budget. At present, to the extent that this provision serves any purpose, it 
would concern only contributions towards the functioning of the Commission made by the 
Organization.  
 
38.  A revised Rule XI would have to refer to the possibility that some costs involved in 
the functions of the officers of the Commission might have to be covered by the autonomous 
budget of the Commission. However, this calls for a substantive discussion. 
 
39. The Commission is invited to review the following text: 
  
 

“Rule XI 
Budget and finance 

 
1. Any estimates of expenditures to be covered by the general budget of the 
Organization shall be submitted by the Secretary to the Commission for 
approval. Once approved as part of the general budget of the Organization, 
they will constitute the limits within which funds may be committed for purposes 
approved by the Conference. 

 
2. The Commission shall determine the extent to which travelling 
expenditures incurred by the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairpersons of the 
Commission and of any subsidiary bodies, in connection with their functions, 
may be covered by the autonomous budget of the Commission.” 
 
3. Subject to Article IX of the Agreement, any budgetary or financial 
matters relative to the autonomous budget of the Commission shall be dealt with 
in accordance with the relevant provisions of  the Financial  Regulations of the 
Commission. 

 
 
Languages of the Commission  
 
40. Rule XVIII deals with the “official languages” of the Commission. The issue of the 
languages of the Commission has been raised on several occasions from various perspectives. 
It may be of particular interests to mention, in this regard, that in 1997, the FAO Committee 
on Constitutional and Legal Matters (CCLM) examined an amendment to the Rules of 
Procedure of another Commission established under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution to 
the effect that a particular language only be considered the “official language” of that 
Commission. At that time, the CCLM “was of the opinion that the best solution would be to 
recommend that the official languages remain English and French with the possibility for the 
Commission to decide on the working language or languages to be used at each of its 
sessions” or for each of its documents3. There would therefore be a possibility of making a 
                                                 
3 Document CL 112/8, paragraph 11. 
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distinction between “official” and “working” languages of the Commission, either through an 
amendment to the Rules of Procedure or through a decision of the Commission.  In the 
document that was referred to the Commission at its Twenty-ninth Session, the proposal was 
made to continue to provide interpretation in the Plenary meetings of the Commission into the 
official languages of the Organization used by the countries in the Mediterranean region (i.e. 
Arabic, English, French and Spanish) and provide interpretation into English and French only 
at meetings of the Scientific Advisory Committee and the Committee on Aquaculture. This 
would entail savings between US$ 45 000 and US$ 50 000 as compared to the present 
situation.  
 
41. Alternatively, the Commission could decide not to establish any distinction between 
official and working languages, consistent with the provisions of the General Rules of the 
Organization which refer only to the languages of the Organization. Based on this precedent, 
it could be proposed that no reference be made in Rule XVIII to “official” languages. A more 
flexible and generic amended rule could also allow the Commission to take such decisions on 
the matter as appropriate.   
 
42. The Commission is invited to consider the following revised wording for Rule XVIII: 

 
“Rule XVIII 

Languages of the Commission 
 

The languages of the Commission shall be such languages of the 
Organization as the Commission itself may decide. Interpretation of meetings 
and translation of documents shall be in accordance with such decisions as may 
be taken by the Commission”. 

 
Other matters 
 
43. In addition to the subject matters reviewed in this document and for which specific 
recommendations of revised rules are made, fairly comprehensive amendments are being 
proposed to the Rules of Procedure.  In general, such amendments do not call for specific 
comments but the Secretariat is obviously prepared to provide such clarifications on such 
amendments, as may be required. For example, it is suggested to cancel Rule XIII relative to 
Cooperative projects made with governments that are not members of the Commission, as 
this provision seems obsolete in view of the capacity of the Commission to make 
arrangements with any entity, it might find appropriate. 
 
44. For the sake of clarity and in order to allow the Members of the Commission to 
compare easily the changes that are being proposed to the Rules of Procedure, Appendix 1 to 
this document presents the current Rules of Procedure and the revised Rules of Procedure in 
a table. Appendix 2 provides the suggested amended Rules. 
 
45. There may be a need in future to further review a number of subject matters that 
might be considered through an adjustment to the Rules of Procedure or through a 
specific Resolution of the Commission. These may include: 
 

• clarifying, as appropriate, the relationship  between the Commission and entities 
or individuals (e.g: National Focal Points; FAO backstopping Officers 
supporting the Secretariat) working within the purview of the Commission; 
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• recognizing in the basic texts of the Commission, the status of “Cooperating 
non-contracting Party”, of which the criteria to being granted such status are 
laid down in Recommendation GFCM/2006/5; 

• including the Terms of reference of the Compliance Committee under (revised) 
Rule X of the Rules of procedure. 

 
IV. SUGGESTED ACTION BY THE COMMISSION 
 
46. The Commission may wish to consider becoming formally a Member Organization of  
the CWP and of the FIRMS arrangements. It may also seek strengthening its working 
arrangements with selected Partner Organizations through Memorandum of Understanding or 
other form of cooperative arrangements. 
 
47. The Commission is further invited to review part II of this document with particular 
reference to its appendices containing revised Rules of Procedure and, as appropriate, 
approve such revised Rules of Procedure. 
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APPENDIX 1  
 

CURRENT RULES 
 

 PROPOSED RULES 
 

 
RULE I: Definitions 

 
For the purpose of these Rules, the following definitions apply: 
 
Agreement: The Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean formulated at Rome (Italy), 24 September 
1949 as amended in conformity with Article XII thereof. 
 
Commission: The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean. 
 
Chairman:  The Chairman of the Commission. 
 
Vice-Chairman: The Vice-Chairman of the Commission. 
 
Delegate: The representative of a Member as specified in Article II, paragraph 
1, of the Agreement. 
 
Delegation: The delegate and his alternate, experts, and advisers. 
 
Member: Members and Associate Members of the Organization, and non-
members of the Organization, as may be Members of the Commission. 
 
Secretary:  The Secretary of the Commission. 
 
Organization: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
 
Conference: The Conference of the Organization. 
 
Observer Nation, Associate Member, or Organization:  A nation that is not a 
Member of the Commission or of the Organization, or an international 
organization invited to attend a session of the Commission, or a Member or 
Associate Member of the Organization attending a session of the Commission 
while not a Member of the Commission. 
 
 
 
 

 Rule I: Definitions 
 
For the purpose of these Rules, the following definitions apply: 
 
Agreement: The Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean adopted in Rome (Italy) on 24 September 1949, 
as amended in accordance with Article X thereof, hereinafter referred to as the 
Agreement. 
 
Commission: The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean. 
 
Chairperson: The Chairperson of the Commission. 
 
Vice-Chairpersons: The Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission. 
 
Delegate: The representative of a Member as specified in Article II, paragraph 1 of 
the Agreement. 
 
Delegation: The delegate and his alternate, experts and advisers. 
 
Member: Members and Associate Members of the Organization, and non-members 
of the Organization, or regional economic integration organizations as may be 
Members of the Commission. 
 
Headquarters: The headquarters of the Commission under Article II, paragraph 11 
of the Agreement. 
  
Executive Secretary: The Secretary of the Commission. 
 
Organization: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
 
Conference: The Conference of the Organization. 
 
Council: The Council of the Organization. 
 
Director-General: The Director-General of the Organization. 
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Observer: The representative of an observer nation or organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RULE II: Sessions of the Commission 
 
1. In pursuance of, and in accordance with, Article II, paragraph 10 of 
the Agreement, the Commission, in consultation with the Director-General, 
shall at each regular session decide the time and place for the next session in 
accordance with the requirements of the Commission’s programmes and the 
terms of the invitation of the country in which the session is to be held. The 
Chairman, accordingly, shall issue the announcement of the session. 
 
2. The Chairman may convene a special session of the Commission at 
the request or with the approval of the majority of the Members. 
 
3. Invitations to a regular session of the Commission shall be issued by 
the Secretary on behalf of the Chairman not less than sixty days in advance of 
the date fixed for the opening of the session. Invitations to special sessions 
shall be issued not less than forty days in advance of the date fixed for the 
opening of the session. 
 
4. In order that a proposal to hold a session of the Commission or any 
of its organs, in a given country, may be considered, such country must have 
(a) ratified without reservation the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations, or (b) given the 
assurance that all delegates, representatives, experts, observers, or other 
persons entitled to attend such session in accordance with the terms of the 
Agreement or these Rules, will enjoy the privileges and immunities necessary 
for the independent exercise of their function in connection with the session. 
 
 

 

Observer nation: A nation that is not a Member of the Commission or a Member of 
FAO or Associate Member of the Organization, but which is a  Member of the 
United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, attending a session of the Commission while not being a Member of the 
Commission.    
 
Observer international organization:  An international organization attending a 
session of the Commission while not being a Member of the Commission. 
 
 
 

Rule II: Sessions of the Commission 
 
1. In pursuance of, and in accordance with, Article II, paragraph 10 of the 
Agreement, the Commission shall, at each regular annual session decide the time 
and place of the next session in accordance with the requirements of the 
Commission’s programmes and the terms of the invitation of the country in which 
the session is to be held, as appropriate. Sessions of the Commission may be held 
in a country which is a Member of the Commission or at its headquarters or at the 
headquarters of the Organization. 
 
2. The Chairperson may convene a special session of the Commission at 
the request or with the approval of a majority of the Members. 
 
3. Invitations to a regular session of the Commission shall be issued by the 
Executive Secretary on behalf of the Chairperson, not less than sixty days in 
advance of the date fixed for the opening of the session. Invitations to special 
sessions shall be issued not less than forty days in advance of the date fixed for 
the opening of the session. 
 
4.          In order that a proposal to hold a session of the Commission or any of its 
organs, in a given country, may be considered, such country must be prepared to 
ensure that all delegates, representatives, experts, observers, or other persons 
entitled to attend such session in accordance with the terms of the Agreement or 
these Rules, will enjoy the privileges and immunities necessary for the independent 
exercise of their functions in connection with the session. 
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RULE III: Credentials 

 
At each session, the Secretary shall receive the credentials of delegations and 
observers. Such credentials shall conform to the standard form set by the 
Secretariat. Upon examination thereof the Secretariat shall report to the 
Commission for the necessary action. 
 

RULE IV: Agenda 
 
1. The agenda of each regular session shall include: 
 
a) as appropriate, election of the Chairman and of two Vice-Chairmen as 
provided under Article II, paragraph 9 of the Agreement; 
b) adoption of the agenda; 
c) a report by the Secretary on the financial affairs and activities of the 
Commission; 
d) consideration of the proposed budget; 
e) reports of committees; 
f) consideration of the time and place of the next session; 
g) proposals for amendments to the Agreement and the present Rules of 
Procedure; 
h) applications for membership, in accordance with Article XIII, paragraph 2 of 
the Agreement, from States which, while not Members of the Organization, are 
Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the 
International Atomic Energy Agency; 
i) items referred to the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 
by the Conference, the Council or the Director-General of the Organization. 
 
2. The agenda shall also include, upon approval by the Commission: 
 
a) items approved at the previous session; 
b) items proposed by a Member. 
 
3. The provisional agenda shall be sent by the Secretary to members 
and observer nations and organizations not less than sixty days before the 
date of the session, together with reports and documents available in 
connection therewith. 
 
4. The agenda of a special session shall consist only of items relating to 
the purpose for which the session was called. 

Rule III: Registration 
 
The Executive Secretary shall make arrangements for the registration of delegates 
and observers, including by establishing a standard format to that effect. The 
Executive Secretary shall report to the Commission on the registration of delegates 
and observers, as may be required. 
 

Rule IV: Agenda 
 
1. The agenda for each regular session shall include the following items: 
 
(a) as appropriate, election of the Chairperson and of two Vice-Chairpersons as 
provided under Article II, paragraph 9 of the Agreement; 
(b) adoption of the agenda; 
(c) a report by the Executive Secretary on the financial and administrative affairs of 
the Commission and a report by the Chairperson or the Executive Secretary on the 
activities of the Commission; 
(d) consideration of the proposed budget; 
(e) reports of the committees; 
(f) consideration of the time and place of the next session; 
(g) applications for membership in accordance with Article XIII, paragraph 2 of the 
Agreement, from States which, while not Members of the Organization, are 
Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International 
Atomic Energy Agency; 
(h) items referred to the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean by 
the Conference, the Council or the Director-General of the Organization. 
 
2. The agenda shall also include, upon approval by the Commission: 
(a) items approved at the previous session; 
(b) items proposed by a Member. 
 
3.        The provisional agenda shall be sent by the Executive Secretary to 
Members and observer nations and international organizations not less than thirty 
days before the opening of the session, together with reports and documents 
available in connection therewith.  Where this is not possible, every effort shall be 
made to circulate reports and documents for the session as early as possible in 
advance of the session. 
 
4.              The agenda of a special session shall consist only of the items relating 
to the purpose for which the session was called. 
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RULE V: The Secretariat 
 
1. The Secretariat shall consist of the Secretary and such staff 
responsible to him as may be determined by the Director-General. 
 
2. The duties of the Secretary shall include the receipt, collation, and 
circulation of documents, reports, and resolutions of the sessions of the 
Commission and its committees, the record of their proceedings, the 
certification of expenditures and financial commitments, and the performance 
of such other duties as the Commission may direct. 
 
3. Copies of all communications concerning the affairs of the 
Commission shall be sent to the Secretary for purposes of information and 
record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RULE VI: Plenary Meetings of the Commission 
 
Plenary meetings of the Commission shall be held in public unless otherwise 
decided by the Commission. When the Commission decides to hold a private 
meeting, it shall at the same time determine the scope of such a decision with 
respect to observers. 
 
 

RULE VII: Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen 
 
1. The Commission shall elect the Chairman and first and second Vice-
chairman of the Commission, who shall assume office immediately following 
the regular session at which they were elected and who shall be elected for 
two regular sessions. 

 
Rule V: The Secretariat 

 
1. The Secretariat shall consist of the Executive Secretary and such staff 
responsible to him as may be appointed in accordance with the Agreement and 
other relevant rules and procedures as appropriate.  
  
2. The Executive Secretary is the executive officer of the Commission and, 
as such, shall service the Commission and its committees, working parties and 
other subsidiary bodies, carry out their decisions and act on behalf of the 
Commission. Without prejudice neither to the general nature of this paragraph, nor 
to any specific decisions or documents adopted by  the Commission which might 
define his functions, the duties of the Executive Secretary shall include the receipt, 
collation, and circulation of documents, report, recommendations and resolutions of 
the sessions of the Commission and its committees, the record of their 
proceedings, the certification of expenditures and financial commitments, and the 
performance of such other duties as the Commission may direct. The Executive 
Secretary shall prepare the budget for approval by the Commission. 
 
3. Copies of all communications concerning the affairs of the Commission 
shall be sent to the Executive Secretary for purposes of information and record. 
 
4.       The procedure for the selection and appointment of the Executive Secretary 
is appended to these Rules of Procedure and shall form an integral part thereof. 

 
Rule VI: Plenary meetings of the Commission 

 
Plenary meetings of the Commission shall be held in public unless otherwise 
decided by the Commission. When the Commission decides to hold a private 
meeting, it shall at the same time determine the scope of such a decision with 
respect to observers. 
 
 

Rule VII: Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 
 
The Commission shall elect, from among the members of delegations, the 
Chairperson and the first and second Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission, who 
shall assume office immediately following the regular session at which they were 
elected and who shall be elected for two regular sessions. The Chairperson and 
the Vice-Chairpersons shall be eligible for re-election for a further two regular 
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2. Nominees must be delegates or alternates present at the regular 
session at which they are to be elected. They shall be eligible for re-election 
for a further two regular sessions. 

 
RULE VIII: Functions of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen 

 
1. The Chairman shall exercise the functions conferred on him 
elsewhere in these Rules and, in particular, shall: 
 
a) declare the opening and closing of each plenary meeting of the 
Commission; 
b) direct the discussions at such meetings and ensure observance of these 
Rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions; 
c) rule on points of order; 
d) subject to these Rules, have complete control over the proceedings of the 
session; 
e) appoint such committees of the session as the Commission may direct. 
 
2. In the absence of the Chairman, or at his request, his functions shall 
be exercised by the first Vice-Chairman or, in the absence of the latter, by the 
second Vice-Chairman. 
 
3. The Chairman or Vice-Chairmen, when acting as Chairman shall not 
vote and another member of their delegations shall represent their 
governments. 
 
4. The Secretary shall temporarily exercise the functions of the 
Chairman in the event the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen are unable to serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

sessions. 
 

 
 

Rule VIII: Functions of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons in connection 
with meetings of the Commission 

 
1. The Chairperson shall exercise the functions conferred on him elsewhere 
in these Rules and, in particular, shall: 
 
(a) declare the opening and closing of each plenary meeting of the Commission: 
(b) direct the discussions at such meetings and ensure observance of these Rules, 
accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions; 
(c ) rule on points of order; 
(d) subject to these Rules, have complete control over the proceedings of the 
session;  
(e) appoint such committees of the session, as the Commission may direct. 
 
2. In the absence of the Chairperson, or at his request, his functions shall be 
exercised by the Vice-Chairperson or, in the absence, of the latter, by the second 
Vice-Chairperson. 
 
3. The Chairperson, or the Vice-Chairpersons when acting as Chairpersons, 
shall not vote and another member of their delegations shall represent their 
governments.  
 
4. The Executive Secretary shall temporarily exercise the functions of the 
Chairperson in the event that the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons should 
be unable to serve. 
 
5. The Commission may adopt rules, consistent with the present Rules, 
clarifying the functions of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons, with particular 
reference to any functions performed during the inter-session period.   
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RULE IX: Voting Arrangements and Procedures 

 
1. Except as provided in paragraph 4 of this Rule, voting in plenary 
meetings shall be oral or by show of hands, except that a vote by roll call shall 
be taken if a special majority is required by the Agreement or these Rules, or if 
a request for a vote by roll call is made by any delegation. 
 
2. A vote by roll call shall be conducted by calling upon delegations in 
the French alphabetical order. 
 
3. The record of any roll call vote shall show the votes cast by each 
delegate and any abstention. 
 
4. Voting on matters relating to individuals, except the election of 
officers of the Commission and its committees, shall be by secret ballot. 
 
5. When no nominee for an office obtains on the first ballot a majority of 
the votes cast, there shall be taken a second ballot confined to the two 
candidates obtaining the largest number of votes. If, on the second ballot, the 
votes are equally divided, the Chairman shall decide between the candidates 
by drawing lots. 
 
6. If the Commission is equally divided when a vote is taken on a 
question other than election, a second vote shall be taken at the next meeting 
of the current session. If the Commission is then again equally divided, the 
proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 
 
7. Voting arrangements and other related matters not specifically 
provided for by the Agreement, or by these Rules, shall be governed “mutatis 
mutandis” by the provisions of the General Rules of the Organization. 
 

RULE X: Committees 
 

1. There shall be established a Committee on Aquaculture which shall 
be open to all members of the Commission and which shall: 
 
(a) monitor developments and trends of aquaculture practices in the region; 
(b) monitor the interaction between aquaculture development and the 
environment; 
(c) oversee and guide work of the four networks created as a result of the 

Rule IX: Voting arrangements and procedures 
 
1. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph 4 of this Rule, voting in 
plenary meetings shall be by show of hands, expect that a vote by roll call shall be 
taken if a special majority is required by the Agreement or these Rules, or if a 
request for a vote by roll call is made by any delegation. 
 
2. A vote by roll call shall be conducted by calling upon delegations in the 
French alphabetical order. 
 
3. The record of any roll call vote shall show the votes cast by each delegate 
and any abstention. 
 
4. Voting on matters relating to individuals, except the election of officers of 
the Commission and its committees, shall be by secret ballot. 
 
5. When no nominee for an office obtains on the first ballot a majority of the 
votes cast, there shall be taken a second ballot confined to the two candidates 
obtaining the largest number of votes. If, on the second ballot, the votes are equally 
divided, the Chairperson shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. 
 
6. If the Commission is equally divided when a vote is taken on a question 
other than an election, a second vote shall be taken at the next meeting of the 
current session.  If the Commission is then equally divided, the proposal shall be 
regarded as rejected. 
 
7. Voting arrangements and other related matters not specifically provided 
for by the Agreement, or by these Rules, shall be governed, “mutatis mutandis”, by 
Rule XII of the General Rules of the Organization. 
 

Rule X: Committees, working parties and other subsidiary bodies 
 

1. There shall be established a Committee on Aquaculture (CAQ) which shall 
monitor trends and promote the sustainable development and responsible 
management of marine and brackishwater aquaculture in the region. The 
Committee: 
(a) shall provide independent advice on the technical, socio-economic, legal and 
environmental bases for common standards, norms and guidelines  and 
management measures for consideration by the Commission; 
(b) shall be open to all Members of the Commission. Each Member of the 
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activities of MEDRAP II and in particular by monitoring the progress, 
evaluating the proposed programmes of the various networks, and directing 
the work of the SIPAM network through the FAO Secretariat; 
(d) seek additional support to complement the contribution of the institutions, 
which support the established networks, namely, CIHEAM, MAP-PAP/RAC 
and FAO, and to enhance the work of the four networks; 
(e) carry out other duties related to aquaculture promotion and development 
that may be referred to it by the Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. (a) There shall be established a Scientific Advisory Committee which shall 
provide scientific, social and economic information, data, or advice relating to 
the work of the Commission. 
(b) The Committee shall be open to all members of the Commission. Each 
Member of the Commission may designate a member of the Committee, and a 
member may be accompanied by experts. 
(c) The Committee may establish working groups to analyze data and to 
advise the Committee on the state of shared and straddling resources. 
(d) The Committee shall provide independent advice on the technical and 
scientific bases for decisions concerning fisheries conservation and 
management, including biological, social and economic aspects, and in 
particular, it shall: 
 

(1) assess information provided by members and relevant fisheries 
organizations or programmes on catches, fishing effort, and other 

Commission may designate a Member of the Committee, and a member may be 
accompanied by experts; 
(c) may establish working groups to analyze scientific and technical data and 
information and to advise the Committee on issues related to sustainable 
development of aquaculture (such as markets, environmental interactions, health, 
social, and other relevant issues) and the integration of mariculture into coastal 
zone management, and ensure their coordination through a Coordinating Meeting 
of the Working Groups (CMWG). 
(d) The Committee shall in particular: 

 (1) assess information provided by Members and relevant aquaculture 
related stakeholders or programmes on production statistics, market 
data, culture systems, technologies used, farmed species, and 
maintain related databases, including relevant socio-economic, 
environmental, biotic and abiotic indicators; 
(2)  promote the formulation of common standards and guidelines for 
the Commission, on sustainable development of aquaculture; 
(3) identify cooperative research and training programmes and 
coordinate their implementation: 
(4) carry out other duties, functions or responsibilities  related to 
aquaculture promotion that may be conferred  to it by the Commission.  

(e) Members have an obligation to provide information on production and other data 
relevant to the functions of the Committee in such a way as to enable the 
Committee to fulfil its responsibilities under this paragraph. 
 
 
2. (a) There shall be established a Scientific Advisory Committee which shall 
provide scientific, social and economic information, data, or advice relating to the 
work of the Commission.   
(b) The Committee shall be open to all Members of the Commission. Each Member 
of the Commission may designate a member of the Committee and a member may 
be accompanied by experts. 
(c ) The Committee shall provide independent advice on the  technical and 
scientific basis for decisions concerning fisheries conservation and management, 
including biological, environmental, social and economic aspects and, in particular, 
it shall: 
 

(1) assess information provided by members and relevant fisheries 
organizations or programmes on catches, fishing effort, fleet capacity, and 
other data relevant to the conservation and management of fisheries; 
(2) formulate advice to the Commission on the conservation and 
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data relevant to the conservation and management of fisheries; 
(2) formulate advice to the Commission on the conservation and 
management of fisheries; 
(3) identify cooperative research programmes and coordinate their 
implementation; 
(4) undertake such other functions or responsibilities as may be 
conferred on it by the Commission. 
 

(e) Members have an obligation to provide information on catches and other 
data relevant to the functions of the Committee in such a way as to enable the 
Committee to fulfil its responsibilities under this paragraph. 
 
3. The Commission may establish such other committees and working 
parties as it considers desirable. 
 
4. The establishment of committees and working parties under this Rule 
shall be subject to the provisions of Article VII, paragraph 3 of the Agreement. 
 
5. The procedures of such committees and working parties shall be 
governed “mutatis mutandis” by the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. 
 
 
 
 

RULE XI: Budget and Finance 
 
1. Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, the Financial 
Regulations of the Organization, as amplified by the Administrative Manual 
and memoranda and the procedures based thereon, shall apply to the 
Commission. 
 
2. A proposed budget of the Commission for the next succeeding 
financial period consisting of proposed expenses of the Secretariat, including 
publications and communications, the proposed travelling expenses of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, when engaged in the work of the Commission 
between its sessions, and the expense, if any, of the committees, shall after 
approval by the Commission be submitted to the Director-General for 
consideration in the preparation of the general budget estimates of the 
Organization. 
 

management of fisheries; 
(3) identify cooperative research programmes and coordinate their 
implementation; 
(4) undertake such other functions or responsibilities as may be conferred 
on it by the Commission. 

 
3. The Committees may establish such working parties to deal with particular 
subject matters as may be decided, subject to the provisions of Article VII, 
paragraph 3 of the Agreement.   
 
4. The Commission may establish such other committees and working 
parties as it considers desirable, subject to the provisions of Article VII, paragraph 
3 of the Agreement.  
 
5. The committees and working parties shall be governed “mutatis mutandis” 
by the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, as well as such other supplementary 
procedures, consistent with the present Rules, as the Commission established. 
 
6. The relationship between the Commission and its subsidiary committees 
and working parties and networks or Coordinators, or other entities as may deal 
with matters within the purview of the Commission may be clarified, as appropriate, 
through specific decisions by the Commission or arrangements to be concluded on 
behalf of the Commission and relevant interested parties. 
 

Rule XI: Budget and Finance 
 
1. Any estimates of expenditures to be covered by the general budget of the 
Organization shall be submitted by the Executive Secretary to the Commission for 
approval.  Once approved, as part of the general budget of the Organization, they 
will constitute the limits within which funds may be committed for purposes 
approved by the Conference of FAO. 
 
2. The Commission shall determine the extent to which travelling 
expenditures incurred by the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairpersons of the 
Commission and of any subsidiary bodies, in connection with their functions, may 
be covered by the autonomous budget of the Commission. 
 
3.           Subject to the provisions of Article IX of the Agreement, any budgetary or 
financial matters relative to the autonomous budget of the Commission shall be 
dealt with in accordance with  the Financial  Regulations of the Commission. 
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3. When adopted by the Conference as part of the general budget of the 
Organization, the budget of the Commission shall constitute the limits within 
which funds may be committed for purposes approved by the Conference. 
 
4. All cooperative projects shall be submitted to the Council or the 
Conference of the Organization prior to implementation. 
 

RULE XII: Participation by Observers 
 
1. Participation of international organizations in the work of the 
Commission and the relations between the Commission and such 
organizations shall be governed by the relevant provisions of the Organization, 
as well as by the rules on relations with international organizations adopted by 
the Conference or Council of the Organization. 
 
2. Members and Associate Members of the Organization that are not 
members of the Commission may, upon their request, be represented by an 
observer at sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. 
 
3. States that are not Members of the Commission, nor Members or 
Associate Members of the Organization, but are Members of the United 
Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy 
Agency may, upon request, and with the approval of the Council of the 
Organization and of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, 
attend sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in an observer 
capacity, in accordance with the Statement of Principles adopted by the 
Conference relating to the granting of observer status to nations. 
 
4. Unless the Commission expressly determines otherwise, observers may 
attend the plenary meetings of the Commission and participate in the 
discussions at any technical committee sessions which they may be invited to 
attend. In no case will they be entitled to vote. 
 

RULE XIII: Cooperative Projects 
 

In the furtherance of cooperative projects provided for in Article III, 
1e) of the Agreement, and of studies undertaken outside the region referred to 
in the Preamble of the Agreement, arrangements may be made with 
governments that are not members of the Commission. All such arrangements 
shall be made by the Director-General of the Organization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rule XII: Participation by Observers 
 
1. The Commission may adopt rules concerning participation of international 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, as observers, provided that 
such rules shall be consistent with the relevant rules adopted by the Conference or 
Council of the Organization. 
 
2. Members and Associated Members of the Organization that are not 
members of the Commission may, upon their request, be represented by an 
observer at sessions of the Commission and of  its Committees. 
 
3. States that are not Members of the Commission, nor Members or 
Associate Members of the Organization, but are Members of the United Nations, 
any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency may, 
upon request, and with the approval of the General Fisheries Commission for the 
Mediterranean, attend sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in an 
observer capacity, in accordance with the Statement of Principles adopted by the 
Conference relating to the granting of observer status to nations.  
 
4. Unless the Commission expressly determines otherwise, observers may 
attend the plenary meetings of the Commission and participate in the discussions 
at any committee or subsidiary body session which they may be invited to attend. 
In no case will they be entitled to vote. 
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RULE XIV: Records, Reports and Recommendations 

 
1. Summary records shall be made of each plenary meeting of the 
Commission and each committee meeting, and shall be distributed as soon as 
possible to the participants. 
 
2. A summary shall be prepared of the proceedings of each session of 
the Commission and shall be published together with such reports of 
committees, technical papers and other documents as the Commission may 
consider advisable. 
 
3. At each session the Commission shall approve a report embodying 
its views, recommendations, resolutions and decisions, including, when 
requested a statement of minority views. 
 
4. Subject to the provisions of Article V of the Agreement, the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Commission shall be transmitted to 
the Director General of the Organization at the close of each session, who 
shall circulate them to Members of the Commission, nations and international 
organizations that were represented at the session and make them available 
to other Members and Associate Members of the Organization for their 
information. 
 
5. Recommendations having policy, programme or financial implications 
for the Organization shall be brought by the Director-General to the attention 
of the Conference through the Council of the Organization for action. 
 
6. Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Chairman may 
request Members of the Commission to supply the Commission or the 
Director-General with information on action taken on the basis of 
recommendations made by the Commission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rule XIII: Reports, recommendations and resolutions 
 
1. At each session, the Commission shall approve a report embodying its 
views, recommendations, resolutions and decisions, including, when requested, a 
statement of minority views. 
 
2. Subject to the provisions of Article V of the Agreement, the conclusions, 
resolutions and recommendations of the Commission shall be transmitted to the 
Director-General at the end of the session. The Executive Secretary shall, on 
behalf of the Chairperson, circulate them to Members of the Commission, nations 
and international organizations which were represented at the session.  Similarly, 
these documents may be made available to other Members and Associate 
Members of the Organization for their information, as appropriate. 
  
3. Resolutions and recommendations having policy, programme or financial 
implications for the Organization shall be brought by the Director-General to the 
attention of the Conference through the Council of the Organization for action. 
 
4. Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Chairperson 
may request Members of the Commission to supply information on action taken on 
the basis of the recommendations made by the Commission. 
 
5. The Commission may adopt recommendations for action by Members on 
any matters pertaining to the functions covered by Article III of the Agreement. 
Recommendations adopted under Article V of the Agreement shall be governed by 
the provisions of that Article. 
 
6. The Executive Secretary shall receive on behalf of the Commission the 
replies of the Members in respect of such recommendations and shall prepare a 
summary and an analysis of such communications for presentation at the next 
session. 
 
7. The Commission may also adopt resolutions which will deal primarily with 
matters of an administrative, institutional, financial and organizational nature. 
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RULE XV: Recommendations to Members 

 
1. The Commission may take recommendations for action by Members 
on any matter pertaining to the functions described in Article Ill of the 
Agreement. 
 
2. The Secretary shall receive on behalf of the Commission the replies 
of the Members in respect of such recommendations and shall prepare a 
summary and an analysis of such communications for presentation at the next 
session. 

RULE XVI: Amendments to the Agreement 
 
1. Proposals for the amendment of the Agreement as provided by 
Article XII of the Agreement may be made by any Member in a communication 
addressed to the Secretary. The Secretary shall transmit to all Members and 
to the Director-General a copy of such proposals for amendment immediately 
upon their receipt. 
 
2. No action on a proposal for the amendment of the Agreement shall 
be taken by the Commission at any session unless it has been included in the 
provisional agenda of the session. 
 

RULE XVII: Suspension and Amendment of Rules 
 
1. Subject to the provisions of the Agreement any of the foregoing 
Rules, other than Rules IV, V, X, paragraphs 5 and 6, XI, XII, XIV, paragraph 
4, and XVI, may be suspended on the motion of any delegation by a majority 
of the votes cast at any plenary meeting of the Commission, provided that 
announcement is made at a plenary meeting of the Commission and copies of 
the proposal for suspension have been distributed to the delegations not less 
than forty-eight hours before the meeting at which action is to be taken. 
 
2. Amendments of, or addition to, these Rules may be adopted on the 
motion of any delegation by a two-thirds majority of the Members of the 
Commission, at any plenary meeting of the Commission, provided an 
announcement is made at a plenary meeting and copies of the proposal for 
the amendment or addition have been distributed to delegations not less than 
twenty-four hours before the meeting at which action is to be taken. 
 
3. Any amendment to Rule XVI which may be adopted in accordance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rule XIV: Amendments to the Agreement 
 
1. Proposals for the amendment of the Agreement as provided by Article XII 
of the Agreement may be made by any Member in a communication addressed to 
the Executive Secretary.  The Executive Secretary shall transmit to all Members 
and to the Director-General a copy of such proposals for amendment immediately 
upon their receipt. 
 
2. No action on a proposal for the amendment of the Agreement shall be 
taken by the Commission at any session, unless it has been included in the 
provisional agenda of the session. 
 

Rule XV: Suspension and amendment of Rules 
 
1. Subject to the provisions of the Agreement, any of the foregoing Rules, 
other than Rules IV, V, XI, XII, XIV paragraph 2, and XVI, may be suspended on 
the motion of any delegation by a majority of the votes cast at any plenary meeting 
of the Commission, provided that announcement is made at a plenary meeting of 
the Commission and copies of the proposal for suspension have been distributed 
to the delegations not less than forty-eight hours before the meeting at which action 
is to be taken. 
 
2. Amendments of, or additions to, these Rules may be adopted on the 
motion of any delegation by a two-thirds majority of the Members of the 
Commission, at any plenary meeting of the Commission, provided an 
announcement is made at a plenary meeting and copies of the proposal for the 
amendment or addition have been distributed to delegations not less than twenty-
four hours before the meeting at which action is to be taken. 
 
3. Any amendments to Rule XVI which may be adopted in accordance with 
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CURRENT RULES 
 

 PROPOSED RULES 
 

 
with the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Rule, shall not become effective until 
the next session of the Commission. 
 
 

 
RULE XVIII: Official Languages 

 
1. The official languages of the Commission shall be such languages of 
the Organization as the Commission itself may decide. The delegations may 
use any one of these languages at sessions and for their reports and 
communications. A delegation using a non-official language shall provide for 
interpretation into one of the official languages. 
 
2. During the meetings, interpretation in one or more of the official 
languages will be provided by the Secretariat when requested by one of the 
delegates present. 
 
3. Publications of reports and communications shall be in the language 
in which they are submitted and, when required by the Commission, abstracts 
in translation may be published. 
 
 

the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Rule shall not become effective until the next 
session of the Commission. 
 
 

Rule XVI: Languages of the Commission 
 

The languages of the Commission shall be such languages of the 
Organization as the Commission itself may decide.  Interpretation of meetings and 
translation of documents shall be in accordance with such decisions as may be 
taken by the Commission. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 

Rule I 
Definitions 

 
 For the purpose of these Rules, the following definitions apply: 
 
Agreement :  The Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries 

Commission for the Mediterranean adopted in Rome (Italy) on 
24 September 1949, as amended in accordance with Article X 
thereof, hereinafter referred to as the Agreement; 

 
Commission:   The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean: 
 
Chairperson:  The Chairperson of the Commission: 
 
Conference:  The Conference of the Organization. 
 
Council:  The Council of the Organization. 
 
Delegate: The representative of a Member as specified in Article II, 

paragraph 1 of the Agreement; 
 
Delegation:  The delegate and his alternate, experts and advisers. 
 
Director-General: The Director-General of the Organization. 
 
Executive Secretary: The Secretary of the Commission. 
 
Headquarters: The headquarters of the Commission under Article II, paragraph 

11 of the Agreement.   
 
Member: Members and Associate Members of the Organization, and non-

members of the Organization, or regional economic integration 
organizations as may be Members of the Commission; 

 
Observer nation: A nation that is not a Member of the Commission or a Member 

of FAO or Associate Member of the Organization, but which is a  
Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies 
or the International Atomic Energy Agency, attending a session 
of the Commission while not being a Member of the 
Commission.    

 
Observer international organization: An international organization attending a session 

of the Commission while not being a Member of the 
Commission. 

 
Organization:  The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
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Vice-Chairpersons: The Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission. 

 
Rule II 

Sessions of the Commission 
 
1. In pursuance of, and in accordance with, Article II, paragraph 10 of the 
Agreement, the Commission shall, at each regular annual session decide the time and 
place of the next session in accordance with the requirements of the Commission’s 
programmes and the terms of the invitation of the country in which the session is to be 
held, as appropriate. Sessions of the Commission may be held in a country which is a 
Member of the Commission or at its headquarters or at the headquarters of the 
Organization. 
 
2. The Chairperson may convene a special session of the Commission at the 
request or with the approval of a majority of the Members. 
 
3. Invitations to a regular session of the Commission shall be issued by the 
Executive Secretary on behalf of the Chairperson, not less than sixty days in advance of 
the date fixed for the opening of the session. Invitations to special sessions shall be 
issued not less than forty days in advance of the date fixed for the opening of the 
session. 
 
4. In order that a proposal to hold a session of the Commission or any of its 
organs, in a given country, may be considered, such country must be prepared to ensure 
that all delegates, representatives, experts, observers, or other persons entitled to attend 
such session in accordance with the terms of the Agreement or these Rules, will enjoy 
the privileges and immunities necessary for the independent exercise of their functions 
in connection with the session. 
 

Rule III 
Registration 

 
The Executive Secretary shall make arrangements for the registration of 

delegates and observers, including by establishing a standard format to that effect.  The 
Executive Secretary shall report to the Commission on the registration of delegates and 
observers, as may be required. 
 

Rule IV 
Agenda 

 
1. The agenda for each regular session shall include the following items: 
 

(a) as appropriate, election of the Chairperson and of two Vice-
Chairpersons as provided under Article II, paragraph 9 of the 
Agreement; 

 
 (b) adoption of the agenda; 
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(c) a report by the Executive Secretary on the financial and administrative 
affairs of the Commission and a report by the Chairperson or the 
Executive Secretary on the activities of the Commission; 

 
 (d) consideration of the proposed budget; 
 
 (e) reports of the committees; 
 
 (f) consideration of the time and place of the next session; 
 

(g) applications for membership in accordance with Article XIII, paragraph 
2 of the Agreement, from States which, while not Members of the 
Organization, are Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized 
Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency; 

 
(h) items referred to the General Fisheries Commission for the 

Mediterranean by the Conference, the Council or the Director-General 
of the Organization. 

 
2. The agenda shall also include, upon approval by the Commission: 
 
 (a) items approved at the previous session; 
 
 (b) items proposed by a Member. 
 
3. The provisional agenda shall be sent by the Executive Secretary to Members 
and observer nations and international organizations not less than thirty days before the 
opening of the session, together with reports and documents available in connection 
therewith.  Where this is not possible, every effort shall be made to circulate reports and 
documents for the session as early as possible in advance of the session.  
 
4. The agenda of a special session shall consist only of the items relating to the 
purpose for which the session was called. 
 

Rule V 
The Secretariat 

 
1. The Secretariat shall consist of the Executive Secretary and such staff 
responsible to him as may be appointed in accordance with the Agreement and other 
relevant rules and procedures as appropriate.  
  
2. The Executive Secretary is the executive officer of the Commission and, as 
such, shall service the Commission and its committees, working parties and other 
subsidiary bodies, carry out their decisions and act on behalf of the Commission. 
Without prejudice neither to the general nature of this paragraph, nor to any specific 
decisions or documents adopted by the Commission which might define his functions, 
the duties of the Executive Secretary shall include the receipt, collation, and circulation 
of documents, report, recommendations and resolutions of the sessions of the 
Commission and its committees, the record of their proceedings, the certification of 
expenditures and financial commitments, and the performance of such other duties as 
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the Commission may direct. The Executive Secretary shall prepare the budget for 
approval by the Commission. 
 
3. Copies of all communications concerning the affairs of the Commission shall be 
sent to the Executive Secretary for purposes of information and record. 
 
4. The procedure for the selection and appointment of the Executive Secretary is 
appended to these Rules of Procedure and shall form an integral part thereof. 
 

Rule VI 
Plenary meetings of the Commission 

 
 Plenary meetings of the Commission shall be held in public unless otherwise 
decided by the Commission.   When the Commission decides to hold a private meeting, 
it shall at the same time determine the scope of such a decision with respect to 
observers. 
 

Rule VII 
Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 

 
The Commission shall elect, from among the members of delegations, the 

Chairperson and the first and second Vice-Chairperson of the Commission, who shall 
assume office immediately following the regular session at which they were elected and 
who shall be elected for two regular sessions.  The Chairperson and the Vice-
Chairpersons shall be eligible for re-election for a further two regular sessions. 
 

Rule VIII 
Functions of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons 

in connection with meetings of the Commission 
 
1. The Chairperson shall exercise the functions conferred on him elsewhere in 
these Rules and, in particular, shall: 
 

(a) declare the opening and closing of each plenary meeting of the 
Commission: 

 
(b) direct the discussions at such meetings and ensure observance of these 

Rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions; 
 
 (c ) rule on points of order; 
 

(d) subject to these Rules, have complete control over the proceedings of the 
session;  

 
 (e) appoint such committees of the session, as the Commission may direct. 
 
2. In the absence of the Chairperson, or at his request, his functions shall be 
exercised by the Vice-Chairperson or, in the absence, of the latter, by the second Vice-
Chairperson. 
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3. The Chairperson, or the Vice-Chairpersons when acting as Chairpersons, shall 
not vote and another member of their delegations shall represent their governments.  
 
4. The Executive Secretary shall temporarily exercise the functions of the 
Chairpersons in the event that the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons should be 
unable to serve. 
 
5. The Commission may adopt rules, consistent with the present Rules, clarifying 
the functions of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons, with particular reference to 
any functions performed during the inter-session period.   
 

Rule IX 
Voting arrangements and procedures 

 
1. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph 4 of this Rule, voting in plenary 
meetings shall be by show of hands, expect that a vote by roll call shall be taken if a 
special majority is required by the Agreement or these Rules, or if a request for a vote 
by roll call is made by any delegation. 
 
2. A vote by roll call shall be conducted by calling upon delegations in the French 
alphabetical order. 
 
3. The record of any roll call vote shall show the votes cast by each delegate and 
any abstention. 
 
4. Voting on matters relating to individuals, except the election of officers of the 
Commission and its committees, shall be by secret ballot. 
 
5. When no nominee for an office obtains on the first ballot a majority of the votes 
cast, there shall be taken a second ballot confined to the two candidates obtaining the 
largest number of votes. If, on the second ballot, the votes are equally divided, the 
Chairperson shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. 
 
6. If the Commission is equally divided when a vote is taken on a question other 
than an election, a second vote shall be taken at the next meeting of the current session.  
If the Commission then equally divided, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 
 
7. Voting arrangements and other related matters not specifically provided for by 
the Agreement, or by these Rules, shall be governed, “mutatis mutandis”, by Rule XII 
of the General Rules of the Organization. 
 

Rule X 
Committees, working parties and other subsidiary bodies 

 
1. There shall be established a Committee on Aquaculture (CAQ) which shall monitor 
trends and promote the sustainable development and responsible management of marine and 
brackishwater aquaculture in the region. The Committee: 
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(a) shall provide independent advice on the technical, socio-economic, legal and 
environmental bases for common standards, norms and guidelines  and management 
measures for consideration by the Commission; 
 

  (b) shall be open to all Members of the Commission. Each Member of the  
  Commission may designate a Member of the Committee, and a member may be  
  accompanied by experts; 
 

(c) may establish working groups to analyze scientific and technical data and 
information and to advise the Committee on issues related to sustainable development 
of aquaculture (such as markets, environmental interactions, health, social, and other 
relevant issues) and the integration of mariculture into coastal zone management, and 
ensure their coordination through a Coordinating Meeting of the Working Groups 
(CMWG). 
 
(d) shall in particular: 

 (1) assess information provided by Members and relevant aquaculture related 
stakeholders or programmes on production statistics, market data, culture systems, 
technologies used, farmed species, and maintain related databases, including 
relevant socio-economic, environmental, biotic and abiotic indicators; 
(2) promote the formulation of common standards and guidelines for the 
Commission, on sustainable development of aquaculture; 
(3) identify cooperative research and training programmes and coordinate their 
implementation; 
(4) carry out other duties, functions or responsibilities  related to aquaculture 

promotion that may be conferred  to it by the Commission. 
  

(e)  Members have an obligation to provide information on production and other 
 data relevant to the functions of the Committee in such a way as to enable the 
 Committee to fulfil its responsibilities under this paragraph. 

 
2.        (a)  There shall be established a Scientific Advisory Committee which shall 

provide scientific, social and economic information, data, or advice 
relating to the work of the Commission.   

 
(b) The Committee shall be open to all Members of the Commission. Each 

Member of the Commission may designate a member of the Committee 
and a member may be accompanied by experts. 

 
(c) The Committee shall provide independent advice on the technical and 

scientific basis for decisions concerning fisheries conservation and 
management, including biological, environmental, social and economic 
aspects and, in particular, it shall: 

 
(1) assess information provided by members and relevant fisheries 
organizations or programmes on catches, fishing effort, fleet capacity, 
and other data relevant to the conservation and management of fisheries;
  
(2) formulate advice to the Commission on the conservation and 
management of fisheries; 
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(3) identify cooperative research programmes and coordinate their 
implementation; 

 
(4) undertake such other functions or responsibilities as may be 
conferred on it by the Commission. 

 
3. The Committees may establish such working parties to deal with particular 
subject matters as may be decided, subject to the provisions of Article VII, paragraph 3 
of the Agreement.   
 
4. The Commission may establish such other committees and working parties as it 
considers desirable, subject to the provisions of Article VII, paragraph 3 of the 
Agreement.  
 
5. The committees and working parties shall be governed “mutatis mutandis” by 
the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, as well as such other supplementary 
procedures, consistent with the present Rules, as the Commission established.  
 
6. The relationship between the Commission and its subsidiary committees and 
working parties and networks or Coordinators, or other entities as may deal with 
matters within the purview of the Commission may be clarified, as appropriate, through 
specific decisions by the Commission or arrangements to be concluded on behalf of the 
Commission and relevant interested parties. 
 

Rule XI 
Budget and finance 

 
1. Any estimates of expenditures to be covered by the general budget of the 
Organization shall be submitted by the Executive Secretary to the Commission for 
approval.  Once approved, as part of the general budget of the Organization, they will 
constitute the limits within which funds may be committed for purposes approved by 
the Conference of FAO. 
 
2. The Commission shall determine the extent to which travelling expenditures 
incurred by the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission and of any 
subsidiary bodies, in connection with their functions, may be covered by the 
autonomous budget of the Commission. 
 
3. Subject to Article IX of the Agreement, any budgetary or financial matters 
relative to the autonomous budget of the Commission shall be dealt with in accordance 
with the Financial  Regulations of the Commission. 

 
 
 

Rule XII 
Participation by observers 

 
1. The Commission may adopt rules concerning participation of international 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, as observers, provided that such 
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rules shall be consistent with the relevant rules adopted by the Conference or Council 
of the Organization. 
 
2. Members and Associated Members of the Organization that are not members of 
the Commission may, upon their request, be represented by an observer at sessions of 
the Commission and of its Committees. 
 
3. States that are not Members of the Commission, nor Members or Associate 
Members of the Organization, but are Members of the United Nations, any of its 
Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency may, upon request, 
and with the approval of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, 
attend sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in an observer capacity, in 
accordance with the Statement of Principles adopted by the Conference relating to the 
granting of observer status to nations.  
 
4. Unless the Commission expressly determines otherwise, observers may attend 
the plenary meetings of the Commission and participate in the discussions at any 
committee or subsidiary body session which they may be invited to attend. In no case 
will they be entitled to vote. 
 
 

Rule XIII 
Reports, recommendations and resolutions 

 
1. At each session, the Commission shall approve a report embodying its views, 
recommendations, resolutions and decisions, including, when requested, a statement of 
minority views. 
 
2. Subject to the provisions of Article V of the Agreement, the conclusions, 
resolutions and recommendations of the Commission shall be transmitted to the 
Director-General at the end of the session. The Executive Secretary shall, on behalf of 
the Chairperson, circulate them to Members of the Commission, nations and 
international organizations which were represented at the session.  Similarly, these 
documents may be made available to other Members and Associate Members of the 
Organization for their information, as appropriate. 
  
3. Resolutions and recommendations having policy, programme or financial 
implications for the Organization shall be brought by the Director-General to the 
attention of the Conference through the Council of the Organization for action. 
 
4. Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Chairperson may 
request Members of the Commission to supply information on action taken on the basis 
of the recommendations made by the Commission. 
 
5. The Commission may adopt recommendations for action by Members on any 
matters pertaining to the functions covered by Article III of the Agreement. 
Recommendations adopted under Article V of the Agreement shall be governed by the 
provisions of that Article. 
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6. The Executive Secretary shall receive on behalf of the Commission the replies 
of the Members in respect of such recommendations and shall prepare a summary and 
an analysis of such communications for presentation at the next session. 
 
7. The Commission may also adopt resolutions which will deal primarily with 
matters of an administrative, institutional, financial and organizational nature. 
 

Rule XIV  
Amendments to the Agreement 

 
1. Proposals for the amendment of the Agreement as provided by Article XII of 
the Agreement may be made by any Member in a communication addressed to the 
Executive Secretary.  The Executive Secretary shall transmit to all Members and to the 
Director-General a copy of such proposals for amendment immediately upon their 
receipt. 
 
2. No action on a proposal for the amendment of the Agreement shall be taken by 
the Commission at any session, unless it has been included in the provisional agenda of 
the session. 
 

Rule XV  
Suspension and amendment of Rules 

 
1. Subject to the provisions of the Agreement, any of the foregoing Rules, other 
than Rules IV, V, XI, XII, XIV paragraph 2, and XVI, may be suspended on the motion 
of any delegation by a majority of the votes cast at any plenary meeting of the 
Commission, provided that announcement is made at a plenary meeting of the 
Commission and copies of the proposal for suspension have been distributed to the 
delegations not less than forty-eight hours before the meeting at which action is to be 
taken. 
 
2. Amendments of, or additions to, these Rules may be adopted on the motion of 
any delegation by a two-thirds majority of the Members of the Commission, at any 
plenary meeting of the Commission, provided an announcement is made at a plenary 
meeting and copies of the proposal for the amendment or addition have been distributed 
to delegations not less than twenty-four hours before the meeting at which action is to 
be taken. 
 
3. Any amendments to Rule XVI which may be adopted in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 2 of this Rule shall not become effective until the next session 
of the Commission. 
 

Rule XVI  
Languages of the Commission 

 
The languages of the Commission shall be such languages of the Organization 

as the Commission itself may decide. Interpretation of meetings and translation of 
documents shall be in accordance with such decisions as may be taken by the 
Commission. 
 


