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A TRANSDISCIPLINARY 
APPROACH FOR 
SUSTAINABLE SMALL-
SCALE FISHERIES 
 

The big numbers often associated with small-scale fisheries (e.g. of the 120 

million people employed in fisheries, 90% are small-scale) suggest that they 

are ‘too big to ignore.’ It also means that ocean and fisheries sustainability 

goals (like SDG14) cannot be achieved without careful consideration of this 

important sector. In addition to their sheer number, the diversity, 

complexity and dynamics of small-scale fisheries pose numerous challenges 

for ocean and fisheries governance. Major progress has been made, 

however, to advance knowledge about small-scale fisheries and to reduce 

their marginalization. The latter, in particular, is fueled by the adoption of 

the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in 

the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines). 

Innovative and concerted efforts are required, however, to realize these 

ambitious goals. This seminar presents experiences and lessons from a 

major research initiative, Too Big To Ignore (TBTI): Global Partnership for 

Small-Scale Fisheries Research, highlighting the unique database on small-

scale fisheries, findings from the ‘big question’ research, and the new 

“Transdisciplinarity in Fisheries’ training course. There will also be a special 

launching presentation of the new TBTI book on “Small-Scale Fisheries 

Guidelines: Global Implementation”, which reveals what happened when 

the SSF Guidelines hit the ground in 32 locations round the world. 
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10:00 -10:10  Opening remarks Manuel Barange 

FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
(FIA) Director 

10:10 – 10:30 Too Big To Ignore (TBTI): Global 
Partnership for Small-Scale Fisheries 
Research 

Ratana Chuenpagdee, 

Project Director, Too Big To Ignore 

10:30 – 10:50 Q&A  

10:50 – 11:05 Book launch: ‘Small-Scale Fisheries 
Guidelines: Global Implementation’ 

Svein Jentoft 

The Arctic University of Norway 

11:05 – 11:10 Country commentary Alvaro Otarola 

Technical Director of the National Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Institute (INCOPESCA), 
Costa Rica 

11: 10 – 11:30  Q&A  

 
 
 
About the speakers:  
 
Ratana Chuenpagdee is Professor at Department of Geography, Memorial University, Canada. From 
2006 to 2016, she held Canada Research Chair in Natural Resource Sustainability and Community 
Development at Memorial University. Ratana studied in Thailand, US and UK, and received a PhD 
from University of British Columbia, Canada. Her research emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches 
to coastal, fisheries and ocean governance, focusing particularly on small-scale fisheries, marine 
protected areas, community-based management, and food security. Dr Chuenpagdee is leading a 
major global research partnership, Too Big To Ignore (TBTI; toobigtoignore.net), which aims at 
elevating the profile of small-scale fisheries and rectifying their marginalization in national and 
international policies. As part of this project, she’s coordinating research and activities to support the 
implementation of the Small-Scale Fisheries Guidelines.  
 
Svein Jentoft is a sociologist and a Professor at the Norwegian College of Fishery Science at UiT – The 
Arctic University of Norway. Throughout his career, he has worked extensively on fisheries and 
coastal issues, including resource management, industrial organization and community development 
in his native Norway, as well as in many other countries. Jentoft has published more than 25 books 
and numerous journal articles on fisheries and coastal governance. He is a founding member and 
cluster leader within TBTI, and the lead editor of the new book, Small-Scale Fisheries Guidelines: 
Global Implementation. 
 


