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Background

« Continental approach to reporting

* NAFC supports regional assessment on common
issues

* NAFC Inventory, Monitoring and Assessment WG

* NAFC WG exploring reporting at a continental
level

— Aggregating NFI

Project goals

Develop an integrated North American forest
inventory database using FAO Ecological Zones

Report on the forest resources of North America
based on available information

Establish basis for future collaboration on inventoy,
monitoring and assessment

NFI Canada's National Forest Inventory

nfi.nfis.org

U.S. Forest Service

Forest Inventory and Analysis
Program (FIA)

fia.fs.fed.us




Inventario Nacional Forestal y de Suelos

www.cnf.gob.mx/emapas

Regional Analysis and Reporting

Develop integrated, spatially defined forest
inventory database:

— Define reporting framework for North America
— Determine common variables

— Identify the attributes and classifiers to report

— Generate a simple database

— Examine protocols to harmonize

— Generate products

— Report

Reporting Framework for North
America

» Ecological regionalization evolved over 40 years
» Refinements and more classifications in '80s and %0
* Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC)

— Develop the first comprehensive ecological regions

— Report ‘Ecological Regions of North America — Towarda
Common Perspective’ signed off by 3 NAFTA countries

— Basis for final North America FAO Ecological Zones

FAQO Ecological Zones for North America

FAO
Ecological Zones
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Attributes and Classifiers

« Variables:
— Area of land
« Ownership
— Area and volume of forest land
* Forest type
— Area of other wooded land
— Area of water

Results: Database and Products
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North American Land Cover
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Forest Land in North America
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North American Forests

Tropical /
tropicale/
tropical
(v
Boreal 7% Subtropical
4 Isubtropicale
/boréale Etropical
/boreal s roopu:
38% 18%
Temperate
ftempérée
Itemplado
37%

Average Wood Volumes

I

Forest Type

Forest Type by Ecological Zone Grouping

O Broadleaved
B Mixed
@ Coniferous

Tropkal Sub-ropical Temperate Boreal
Ecological Zone Grouping
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Where does this product fit?

Processes

/ NAFC Reporting, \
/ National Inventories \
b
(State, Province, Terri&@g County)




Issues

¢ Definitions — need for harmonization

« Common framework — not consistent with national
reporting frameworks

Enhancing the Scope

» Addition of core attributes to each countries data
collection to expand national reporting and
facilitate expanded continental reporting

» Develop higher level spatial resolution to enhance
spatial analysis and reporting

Outlook

« All three countries are revising approaches to natinal-
scale forest inventory

— Moving towards similar inventory protocols and coredata and
definitions

— All three countries are implementing systematic sapling design

* New NFI Initiatives should provide capability to support
analysis and reporting at a continental scale

* NFls are mandated in US and Mexico
— No compelling legislation in Canada

Outlook

+ Continue to move towards a common framework for
inventory and monitoring by:
— Working with FAO to examine issues of inconsisteriboundaries
— Resolve outstanding issues with existing variablesd examine
additional variables that could be added to the datbase
— Cooperate with other NAFC WGs to explore the value fothe
database for reporting on common issues

Questions?

fs.fed.us/global/nafc/inventory/activities.htm




