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What is the IPPC?
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An international treaty aimed at:
the protection of the world’s plant resources from the 
introduction and spread of pests 

Purpose
“ ... to  prevent the spread and introduction of pests of plants
and plant products into endangered areas ...”

Adopted by the Conference of FAO at its Sixth 
Session in 1951

161 contracting parties (08.03.07)

The International Plant Protection ConventionThe International Plant Protection Convention
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The IPPC extends to the protection of the environment

International Standard (ISPM) #11: 
Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests, including analysis of 
environmental risk and living modified organisms
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Scope Scope 
The IPPC covers anything that 
can act as a vector for the spread 
of pests of plants

Examples - containers, soil, used 
vehicles and machinery, and 
packaging material. 
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Relation to other international agreementsRelation to other international agreements

WTO: Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
• IPPC - 1 of 3 international standard setting 

organizations recognized by the WTO SPS 
Agreement

Convention on Biological Diversity
• Cooperation between FAO / IPPC Secretariat

and the CBD Secretariat
• Cooperation with the CBD on invasive alien 

species
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International Standard SettingInternational Standard Setting
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IPPC standard setting work programme

Approved ISPMs
27 ISPMs

Currently
– 33 topics under development
– 20 diagnostic protocols under development

Examples of topics under development:
– Alternatives strategies to methyl bromide
– Classification of commodities by phytosanitary risk

related to level of processing and intended use 
– Appropriate level of protection
– Pest risk management for plants for planting in 

international trade
– Guidelines for the interpretation and use of the phrase 

“ not widely distributed”
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Information ExchangeInformation Exchange
OutputsOutputs
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Information Exchange
Contracting parties 

Provide:
– Official contact points 
– Official information on pests and phytosanitary measures
– Pest reporting: new pests, change of status, outbreaks

IPPC Secretariat
– Provides official documents (ISPMs and reports)
– Facilitates information exchange
– Maintains the IPPC web site

International Phytosanitary Portal  
– Internet-based information system between the Secretariat and 

contracting parties 
– Designed to hold phytosanitary information published in 

accordance with the Convention, and decisions by the CPM. 

OutputsOutputs
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Technical assistanceTechnical assistance
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Technical assistance:

Areas of emphasis for capacity building
– Modernization of legal frameworks
– Institutional strengthening
– Phytosanitary systems evaluation
– Training in the ISPMs, pest surveillance to provide 

the basis for conducting PRAs
– Skills training in conducting PRAs
– Information systems for decision making
– Establishment of pest free areas

• documented procedures
• laboratory facilities
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The IPPC extends to the protection of the environment

.. which includes Forestry.


