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Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Russian Federation is most interested in establishing international R&D cooperation and
information-sharing arrangements to address the issue of forest—climate interaction related to the
extremely high mortality of boreal forests.

The massive die-back of forests is highly prevalent throughout European Russia and in Siberia. Similar
phenomena affect many forests in the Northern hemisphere. In our country these issues are being closely
monifored by the Russian Center for Forest Health that has a nationwide network of 41 regional branches.

Biotic causes of this process have been detected on an evidence basis. However, there are questions
which are yet to be answered:

= There are no estimates to predict further aggravation of the situation with the forest die-back or to
assess its potential impact;

= There is no evidence-based data to establish linkages between this phenomenon and climate
change, though this assumption remains to be the only explanation;

= We have not yet identified all the causes of high mortality in spruce forests.

Judging from preliminary estimates, our currently available treatment methods and resources are not
sufficient to reverse this increasingly aggravating trend.

In a number of regions, this problem is acquiring extraordinarily acute features of an economic, social
and environmental crisis. In Arkhangelsk Region alone (in Northwest Russia), the zone of active die-
back has embraced high-value forest massifs with a total standing volume of 400 million m® of softwood
timber. A huge “gunpowder barrel” is being formed in the heart of one of the main forest regions of
Northern Europe, which — under a combination of factors — could become a source of a major salvo
emission of CO; into the global atmosphere.

Urgent and comprehensive studies are needed to set basis for serious and potentially radical decisions.
The above considerations are very sensitive for the economy and environment of the European
community. It would be important to formulate a consolidated opinion on this issue.

It is obvious for us that not only Russia suffers from the mass mortality of forests. This problem is pan-
Eurasian and pan-boreal in its scale. Therefore, international cooperation is highly needed in the research
and assessment of its adverse impacts and in the coordination of efforts for their mitigation.

We call upon our principal bilateral partners and international organizations, including the FAO and the
World Bank, to include these issues in the list of highest priority actions and cooperation programs.

Thank you for attention.
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