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Background / Preliminary Remarks 

 

There is a need for the international community to recognize that climate and land use changes are 

threatening the biodiversity and economic potentials of Mediterranean forests. 

 

Silva Mediterranea is the only intergovernmental forum where countries from the whole 

Mediterranean Basin can share experiences on the specific problems of the Mediterranean forests. 

 

The role of Silva Mediterranea is invaluable for bringing scientific knowledge to managers and policy 

makers from and to all countries around the Mediterranean. This knowledge is useful for the 

sustainable management, production and conservation Mediterranean forest tree species. 

 

Considerable “breeding” activity has been conducted in the past under the guidance of IUFRO and 

Silva Mediterranea, mostly in the form of installing provenance and progeny tests in member 

countries. Recently, a database of this material was made available on the Silva Mediterranea web 

site, as part of a multilateral effort. The expert consultation currently convened in Arezzo is a further 

demonstration of countries’ capability to collaborate through Silva Mediterranea by providing 

individual country syntheses. There is now a need to move further in this process and jointly evaluate 

the material found in common garden trials for a more efficient management of Mediterranean forests. 

 

 

Recommendations 
 

1- Policy makers and managers should use the already existing knowledge provided by Silva 

Mediterranea for the sustainable management, production and conservation of Mediterranean forests. 

 

2- Today, the most reliable information on adaptive genetic variability still comes from common 

garden field trials. The Silva Mediterranea trials are maintained at great costs and efforts by 

participating countries and institutions. These efforts should be acknowledged and financially 

supported. 

 

3- There is thus a need to continue the data compiling work started by Silva Mediterranea. Useful data 

needed should include ecological characteristics of sites and material tested, plantation date, 

experimental design, etc.  

 

4- The information compiled in this database should be used for jointly re-analyzing provenance and 

progeny trials at an international level. Results from this analysis would provide invaluable 

information and guidelines for policy makers and managers in the Mediterranean, but also outside the 

Mediterranean in the context of climate change. Specific funds should be allocated to this task. 

 

 


