
REGIONAL GUIDELINES ON GOOD FORESTRY PRACTICES IN ARID AND 

SEMI-ARID ZONES  

1. During its 17
th
 session held in Larnaka, Cyprus, in June 2006, NEFC recommended that 

FAO consider elaborating a special code of practice for arid and semi-arid zone forestry and 

COFO-18 noted the request for such voluntary guidelines. The subsequent NEFC Task Force 

meeting recognized this work as a priority for the Near East Region and agreed to quickly move 

this recommendation forward. 

2. In response to these recommendations, FAO organized an expert meeting in Alexandria, 

Egypt,  in December 2007, to discuss the scope of the guidelines and to prepare an annotated 

outline.  It assessed the lessons learnt from the last three decades of forestry and related activities 

in arid and semi-arid zones, discussed new challenges such as climate change impacts and the 

shift to bioenergy, and analyzed the impacts of food insecurity and poverty on the management of 

forests and wildlands in the region.  

3. Based on the outcome of the expert meeting, a team of experts, supported by FAO, is 

preparing a draft of the Regional Guidelines for Good Forestry Practices in Arid and Semi-Arid 

Lands. A document, including the scope and main content of the guidelines, will be distributed to 

the Commission delegates at the Khartoum session.  

4. The expert meeting proposed the following guiding principles to form the main content 

of the  final document. 

a. Developing, conserving, assessing and monitoring the forest estate 

b. Assessing, protecting and using forest biological diversity 

c. Maintaining health and vitality of dry forest resources 

d. Maintaining the productive functions of natural resources 

e. Enhancing the protective functions of forests 

f. Assessing, recognizing and expanding the social and economical roles and contributions 

of dry forests 

g. Strengthening and updating the legal, institutional and policy foundation of forests and 

forestry 

5.  An expanded expert meeting is scheduled to be organized in April 2008 to develop the 

draft guidelines to be posted on the FAO web site. Comments would be received and analyzed by  

September 2008.  A final draft would be reviewed by the core group, and the final document is 

expected to be ready by the of 2008.  

 

6. The 18
th
 session of NEFC, in Khartoum, Sudan, February 2008,  commended the efforts 

developed in the preparation of the draft outline and key elements of the Guidelines for Good 

Forestry Practices in the Near East Arid and Semi-Arid Zones. It noted however the weak 

participation of regional and international Organizations at the initial stage of this process, and 

requested FAO to seek broader partnership in the nest steps. 

 

7. The Commission noted the importance of such guidelines as a tool for policy-making, 

and endorsed the principle of preparing the guidelines.  It urged the FAO Regional Office for the 

Near East to move on with the preparation of the guidelines and their submission in final form at 

the next session of the Committee on Forestry in 2009.  

 


