
REGIONAL NETWORK ON FOREST HEALTH AND INVASIVE SPECIES  

 

1. In June 2006, in Larnaka, Cyprus, NEFC-17 expressed concern about the increased threat 

to forests and trees outside forests from the movement and establishment of new insect pests and 

diseases as a result of climate change. COFO recommended that FAO work with Members to 

promote networks on invasive species. Subsequently, as recommended by the NEFC Task Force, 

an expert meeting was organized in Hammamet, Tunisia, in December 2007, to discuss regional 

cooperation for addressing forest health and invasive species issues.  

2. The meeting recommended the establishment of a Near East Network on Forest Health 

and Invasive Species (NENFHIS) . The network aims to provide a platform to share information, 

experiences and benefit from activities within and beyond the region, in order to foster integrated 

and dynamic forest pest management and generation of baseline data for decision-making.  The 

outcome of the meeting will be posted on the FAO Forestry website and included in the 

documentation available to delegates of NEFC-18. Tunisia agreed to host the interim Secretariat 

of the network.  

 

3. In February 2008, in Khartoum, Sudan, NEFC-18 expressed concern about the constant 

progression on dieback and forest decline in many countries as well as the undesirable 

proliferation of exotic plant and tree species. 

 

4. The Commission therefore welcomed and endorsed the establishment of a Near East 

Network on Forest Health and Invasive Species (NENFHIS) as a regional platform to share 

information and experience on integrated and dynamic forest pest management and on the 

generation of baseline data for decision-making. It further recommended to limit the number of 

executive committee members to five countries to be selected on the basis of balanced 

geographical distribution. 

 

5. FAO Regional Office for the Near East was requested to kindly host the website and 

newsletter of the network, pending its funding arrangements are set up. 

 

6. The Commission urged member countries to provide political support and facilitate 

participation of their respective Focal Points in the Network activities. 

 

 


