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Introduction 

 0.1  Purpose and conduct of the meeting 

At the 19th Session of Silva Mediterranea, held in Rabat (Morocco) on 28 and 29 November 

2005, a working group led by Italy and supported by Morocco and Lebanon was set up to discuss 

the future of the Silva Mediterranea Committee and to examine ways of strengthening it. 

In order to support this working group, the Secretariat took the initiative to convene a meeting at 

FAO Headquarters, in Rome, on 7 and 8 February 2008, to which several experts were invited 

(see list in Annex...). 

The purpose of this meeting was to come up with new proposals to revitalize the activities of the 

Silva Mediterranea Committee, taking into consideration, on the one hand, the challenges that 

face the countries of the Mediterranean Basin, in particular those relating to climate change, 

desertification, immigration and forest fires, and, on the other, general world trends, such as 

globalization, and regional and national trends, such as the proliferation of (inter)governmental 

and non-governmental structures dealing with the same issues. 

This meeting, which was participatory in format (cf. examples of wall notes in Annex...), served 

to scrutinize aspects relating to Silva Mediterranea’s future. Discussions unfolded in a transparent 

and constructive manner, following the meeting agenda attached in Annex... 

The meeting, which was led by Mr Patrizio Warren, was conducted  in five stages: 

1st stage: identification of current problems of forest policy and management in the region; 

2nd stage: identification of those problems that could be resolved with assistance from Silva 

Mediterranea on the basis of its expertise and its relations with member countries; 

3rd stage: identification of constraints that Silva Mediterranea could encounter in resolving those 

problems; 

4th stage: definition of the (short- and medium-term) options available to Silva Mediterranea to 

overcome those constraints; 

5th stage: formulation of recommendations to be submitted to the next session of the Committee. 

The findings of the meeting are summarized in this report which will be submitted to the 20
th
 

Session of Silva Mediterranea to be held in Sofia (Bulgaria) from 7 to 10 April 2008. 

The lay-out for this report follows the above stages of the meeting and seeks to resume the 

principal ideas to emerge during each stage. 

However, before reporting the findings of the meeting, a brief review of the key elements in the 

history of Silva Mediterranea will provide greater insight into the context of discussions and help 

shape its future development. 

  

 0.2 Historical landmarks1 

In 1911, at the IX
th
 Congress of Agriculture and Silviculture, Roger Hickel, a French forester who 

had spent part of his career in Algeria, proposed the creation of an “international association of 

technicians interested in Mediterranean forestry questions”. 

In 1992 the “Mediterranean Forest League” was established under the title “Silva mediterranea”. 

In 1924 the League had more than 100 members from eight countries (Spain, France (with 

Algeria), Greece, Italy, Morocco, Portugal, Tunisia, Yugoslavia). Specialists from Turkey and 

Rumania joined the League in 1925. 

                                                      

1 Elements taken from the report on the external review conducted by Messrs SKOURI and PLAZA. 



FO:SCM/08/4 

 

2 

After the Second World War, FAO decided to revive the activities of Silva Mediterranea by 

making it one of its forestry statutory bodies in the form of a sub-commission attached to the 

European Forestry Commission (EFC). 

In 1948, this sub-commission held its first session at the FAO European Office in Geneva; 

plenary sessions of the sub-commission were then held almost every two years until 1970. 

In 1956, the sub-commission was made jointly answerable to the three FAO regional forestry 

commissions concerned (Europe, Near East and Africa). It became the joint EFC/NEFC/AFC 

Sub-Commission on Mediterranean Forest Problems. 

In 1970, at its 11
th
 session, the Sub-Commission was converted into the AFC/EFC/NEFC 

Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions and was redesignated Silva Mediterranea in line 

with its pre-war past. Unfortunately, this 11
th
 session, which was to have been a session of revival 

and renewal, given the significance of the resolutions adopted, would in fact herald the beginning 

of a long period of inactivity, which ended in 1984 with the 12
th
 session of the Committee held in 

La Grande Motte (France). It was during this same period of the 1970s and early 1980s that the 

international community’s attention turned almost exclusively to tropical forestry, at the expense 

of forestry in the other eco-regions, including the Mediterranean Basin. 

Six sessions were held from 1985 to 1997, in accordance with statutory provisions, and several 

working groups were relaunched or established and remained active throughout this period (forest 

fires, cedars, other Mediterranean conifers, ...); 

Signs of disenchantment however first emerged at the 16
th
 session held in Larnaca (Cyprus) in 

1994 and were then crystallized at the 17
th
 session held in Antalya (Turkey) in October 1997, 

leading members to request an external review of the various aspects of Silva Mediterranea 

(mandate, functioning, activities, results, viability of networks...). 

The external review was conducted in 2000 by Messrs Mohamed SKOURI and Placido PLAZA, 

two experts familiar with the Committee because of the inputs they had provided from their 

respective organizations, UNESCO and CIHEAM. Their review identified three options: i) 

disband Silva Mediterranea; ii) maintain and consolidate its charter and mandate; and iii) 

introduce radical reform of its charter and mandate. 

The Committee’s mandate was reexamined at its 18
th
 session held in Rome in 2002. 

The working group charged with examining the future of Silva Mediterranea was established at 

its 19
th
 session held in Rabat in 2005. 

This history indicates that Silva Mediterranea has been through several phases, including periods 

of strong motivation at its establishment and at its relaunching in 1984 and periods of critical 

examination largely stemming from its functional difficulties. The decisions taken have impacted 

on its position within or in relation to the FAO system (association, league, sub-commission 

attached to the EFC, sub-commission attached to the three EFC/NEFC/AFC Commissions and, 

finally, EFC/NEFC/AFC Committee) but have failed to truly impact on its functioning. However, 

that it has survived testifies to the interest that exists in having a regional forestry body for the 

Mediterranean. 

A wealth of proposals were put forward during the course of the meeting, based on this historical 

development and the 60 years of experience, and on the external review. The key ideas retained 

are summarized below. 

 

I.  Forestry problems of the Mediterranean region 

The Mediterranean countries have widely varying forest and woodland conditions and forestry 

sectors, especially between North and South, but they also share several similarities that permit 

the characterization of the Mediterranean forest as a regional entity with common traits and 



FO:SCM/08/4 

 

3 

challenges, such as vulnerability, nature and diversity of social and environmental services that it 

provides. 

The growing problems facing the Mediterranean forest can be summarized as follows: 

1) The Mediterranean region is one of the areas most vulnerable to climate change 

The Mediterranean climate is already highly variable (within and between years) but could 

become even more so, producing serious changes and causing the "Mediterraneanization" of 

adjacent temperate regions in the North. 

On the South side of the Mediterranean, this climate change is producing increasingly dry 

conditions and still more acute desertification. This could reconfigure the South Mediterranean 

Basin landscape (degradation of natural plant cover and desertification) and cause the 

displacement of populations towards  the North. 

Such regional challenges should encourage the countries of the Mediterranean Basin to develop 

policies of adjustment to climate change, giving special importance to the conservation of 

biodiversity. 

2) Forest fires are a major risk shared by all Mediterranean countries 

There are high risks of forest fires in Mediterranean forests and woodlands during summer. These 

risks are essentially associated with the dry climate in summer and the nature of the plant cover. 

Such forest fires apply to all forests in the Mediterranean area and are a common threat that calls 

for greater regional solidarity. 

3) Strong interlinkage between forests and humans in the Mediterranean 

Mediterranean forests and woodlands are being subjected to increasing pressure from local 

populations (especially in countries of the South) and from urban and tourist populations 

(especially in countries of the North). This situation translates societal needs for forest services 

and products and is a major common challenge, despite the different levels of development of 

countries. Desertification is a major cause of poverty in the countries of the South and of 

emigration to the countries of the North. 

4) Mediterranean forests are often at the centre of land-use conflicts 

Mediterranean forest areas are targeted by other forms of land use, primarily in response to 

rampant urbanization and development of tourism. Overgrazing in forest areas and expansion of 

agricultural land are also major threats to forests in the South of the Mediterranean Basin. To 

counter this, Mediterranean countries need to define and put in place coherent land-use policies 

and exchange related experiences.  

5) Mediterranean forests are not a policy priority in the region 

Forest issues are often absent from national policy agendas because the forestry sector only 

contributes minimally to the economic development of Mediterranean countries. Because 

Mediterranean forests and woodlands are often relatively unproductive and serve primarily as 

buffer areas, any investment is mainly from the public sector. In the absence of a regional 

strategic vision, the Mediterranean forest is deprived of synergies from regional cooperation and 

lacks its own mechanisms to address common regional challenges. 

II.  What can Silva Mediterranea do to mitigate these problems? 

The objective of the second stage is to highlight Silva Mediterranea’s potential contribution to 

resolving forestry problems in the Mediterranean. This part of the report does not aim to cover all 

possible inputs from Silva Mediterranea but rather to demonstrate the magnitude of its scope for 

action. 

Mediterranean forests have many common and, above all, unique characteristics. Already back in 

1911, the countries of the region recognized the need to work together on the same forestry 

problems and to set up Silva Mediterranea. Today, this is the only international forum dealing 
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with Mediterranean forests through which countries can share experiences and establish 

cooperation programmes. 

Policy guidelines were determined at the 18
th
 session of the Committee, giving clearer details of 

the Silva Mediterranea’s mandate: 

Silva Mediterranea should revert to its initial mandate which is "to advise, in the light of past and 

current trends in land use, on the formulation of a broad forest policy for those countries the 

territories of which are situated wholly or in part in the Mediterranean Basin". 

The Committee should effectively look at forest issues in the region in ways that are consistent 

with new paradigms and major developments in the Mediterranean region, but also relevant to the 

international policy dialogue on forests. The issue of Mediterranean forests should be further 

featured in the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) process. 

Silva Mediterranea should be more responsive to the needs of countries in: i) improving the 

responses and contribution of the forestry sector to the well-being and social advancement of their 

populations, including poverty alleviation and food security; ii) strengthening links with 

conventions on biodiversity, climate change and desertification control, strengthening the 

contribution of the forestry sector to their implementation; iii) consolidating the planning of the 

forestry sector through national forest programmes; and iv) ultimately, achieving  sustainable 

forest management. 

The Committee should establish more effective working relations and partnerships with other 

institutions working in the Mediterranean region, including intergovernmental organizations and 

their specialized units devoted to the Mediterranean region, non-governmental organizations and 

other sectors of civil society. 

The Committee should act on three levels: i) completion of all work already initiated to bring 

about a useful and significant outcome; ii) the issue of sustainable management of forests and 

woodlands in the Mediterranean Basin; and iii) the contribution of Silva Mediterranea to 

sustainable development in general. 

The Silva Mediterranea programme should attach less importance to the notion of research 

networking. The research networks should be phased out and replaced by working groups set up 

for programme implementation as needs arise. These groups will have a clear mandate, objectives 

and outputs and will operate within a precise time frame. 

This seemingly broad and comprehensive mandate could in fact produce a concrete programme. 

The participants at the working group meeting put forward several proposals relating to the 

support that Silva Mediterranea could provide to enable member countries to achieve the 

sustainable development of their forests and woodlands. In particular, it was proposed that the 

Committee should: 

 

- act as a platform of coordination and exchange of experience for Mediterranean forest 

development policies. This would help promote appropriate forest policies and anticipate the 

impacts of other policies interrelated with the forest sector (tourism, agriculture, ...); 

 

- facilitate policy coordination between member countries on the risks of forest fires, given 

the political sensitivity of forest fires in the Mediterranean region and the need for regional 

solidarity, especially in the prevention and control of fires; 

 

- promote the use of the FAO handbook on forest fire protection;  
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- promote the inventory of forests and woodlands and of “forest carbon” in the 

Mediterranean region; 

 

- act as the channel for a forum of information and exchange of experiences relating to 

research by disseminating information on research findings and good forestry practices without 

however supplanting the research institutions; 

 

- propose new research orientations, in particular of a multidisciplinary nature, through the 

exchange of programmes and the organization of Mediterranean conferences on forestry research; 

 

- facilitate the establishment of a platform that groups researchers and managers for more 

effective research and practical application of research results; 

 

- coordinate actions to build national capacities by supporting forestry training, developing 

synergies between training institutions in the Mediterranean region, exchanging trainers, and 

consulting over curricula of training schools; 

 

- coordinate institutional support to national forest administrations in the framework of 

twinning projects with the support of regional institutional partners; 

 

- organize regional awareness-raising campaigns on the roles and threats of the 

Mediterranean forest; 

 

- facilitate the sharing and enhancement of knowledge of biological and human resources 

and infrastructure; 

 

- contribute towards policy awareness in order to raise the Mediterranean forest as a 

regional priority through communication clearly focused on present and future challenges of the 

Mediterranean forest; 

 

- help member countries mobilize resources, including financial resources, for projects 

compatible with the objective of sustainable forest development in the Mediterranean, within the 

framework of coordination with other partners (national, regional and international organizations). 

All these proposals demonstrate the potential “added value" (or comparative advantages) of Silva 

Mediterranea as a unique body entirely devoted to forestry issues in the Mediterranean countries. 

III. Constraints that Silva Mediterranea could encounter 

All observers consider that Silva Mediterranea lacks the status it needs to function in the most 

effective manner possible. Its status as a body answering to three regional commissions (European 

Forestry Commission, African Forestry and Wildlife Commission and Near East Forestry 

Commission) seriously weakens its position as a regionally recognized body with the same 

priority as the other major forest regions of the world. 

The fact that Silva Mediterranea is very old (it was founded at the beginning of the last century) 

leads certain commentators consider it an “outmoded” group that has not kept pace with 
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developments in the Mediterranean region and forestry sector, and whose methods of work and 

organization need to be modernized. 

The Silva Mediterranea players criticize the FAO Secretariat for not paying sufficient attention to 

Mediterranean forestry issues. After manifestly turning its priorities to tropical forests in the 

1970s and 1980s, it has not yet restored a better balance between the different “eco-geographic” 

regions, despite launching the Mediterranean Forest Action Plan in the early 1990s. 

The Member States, for their part, have been somewhat reluctant to engage with the Committee,  

leading to a lower presence at sessions and lower contribution to its activities.  

The Secretariat of Silva Mediterranea is also reproached for not drawing sufficient attention to its 

achievements and activities at national and regional level, thus underplaying its usefulness and 

calling its very existence into question. 

Although Silva Mediterranea deals with forestry issues in the context of the Mediterranean Basin, 

the country membership does not provide the geographical visibility needed to give Silva 

Mediterranea a proper geopolitical identity. 

There has also been criticism of the lack of coordination with other regional players involved in 

sustainable development in the Mediterranean Basin. 

One major constraint to the proper functioning of Silva Mediterranea is that it lacks the human 

and financial resources needed to ensure its autonomy. The funds available within FAO are 

woefully inadequate and do not permit continuous functioning, especially outside the Committee 

sessions. 

The inadequacy of human resources assigned to Silva Mediterranea limits the activities of its 

Secretariat and working groups to the preparatory work for the Committee sessions (Silva 

Mediterranea business opens with the preparation of a Committee session and closes after that 

session until the next one). 

Functioning through working groups that have no clear mandate and no funds is inappropriate and 

provides no assurance of Silva Mediterranea’s commitments with member countries and partners. 

IV. Options available to Silva Mediterranea to deal with these 
constraints  

FAO needs to ensure stronger mobilization if there is to be genuine revitalization of Silva 

Mediterranea.  

Environmental challenges are acquiring ever greater weight at national and international level. 

Climate change is a galvanizing topic at both technical and policy level. The organization of a 

ministerial conference on Mediterranean forests and climate change could constitute an 

opportunity to relaunch Silva Mediterranea. A “hard core” of two or three Mediterranean 

contributor countries would be needed to organize such an event effectively (there would already 

appear to be volunteer countries). 

A larger core of countries and the Secretariat could open up opportunities for voluntary financial 

contributions from partners, and for annual contributions from member countries under a new 

charter (similar to certain regional and subregional fisheries commissions). 

The existence of the Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation framework could also provide an 

opportunity to revive Silva Mediterranea. The geographical reconfiguration of Silva 

Mediterranea could also be studied; this is needed to give it added political visibility through the 

requalification of its present membership. 

New information and communication technologies need to be used to relaunch Silva 

Mediterranea and enhance the profile of its activities. These new technologies could also 

facilitate online work by working groups and member country representatives.  
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The revitalization of Silva Mediterranea also requires the strengthening of communication media 

and the development of a communication plan. The participation of Silva Mediterranea in the 

Pan-European Forest Week, organized by the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests 

in Europe, is an opportunity to publicize Silva Mediterranea and to elicit greater attention from 

certain member countries. 

On the organizational level, raising the status of Silva Mediterranea to that of a regional 

commission directly attached to COFO should be seriously studied by the FAO Secretariat, with 

the support of the Member States concerned, and then put to the governing bodies of the 

Organization for their approval. 

Modifying the charter of Silva Mediterranea should also serve to introduce greater flexibility into 

its structures and more rigor into the functioning of the working groups (with precise mandates 

and the monitoring of commitments). 

Strengthening the Secretariat of the Committee, essentially through greater mobilization within 

the FAO Forestry Department and with the units concerned in other FAO departments, is a 

prerequisite for any revival of Silva Mediterranea. This is a matter that needs to be further 

examined with FAO and certain member countries (see the recommendation to this effect from 

the 18
th
 Session of the Committee, in Rome, 2002, and the creation of a Silva Mediterranea 

interdepartmental group within FAO). 

In order to give more substance to the Committee’s sessions, intersessional meetings could be 

organized every two years and sessions every four years. The official sessions would be 

responsible for determining objectives, policies and priorities, while the intersessional meetings 

would focus on plans of work, the monitoring of programme implementation and the exchange of 

experiences. The programmes of the working groups would be defined and monitored as part of 

the intersessional framework and would answer directly to the formal sessions or through the 

intersessional meetings. 

In order to overcome certain constraints, Silva Mediterranea should develop partnerships and 

open up to other stakeholders. Potential partners include the NFP facility, the European Union, 

the Arab Maghreb Union and the World Bank. 

Finally, dialogue should be promoted between the EU countries and the Mediterranean non-EU 

countries. Regional partnerships should also be developed with governmental and non-

governmental organizations. 

V. Recommendations for submission to the next session of the 
Committee 

Despite its noted dysfunctions, the meeting participants and member country representatives felt 

the Committee needed to be maintained and revitalized, considering that Silva Mediterranea is the 

only body devoted entirely to forestry problems of Mediterranean countries. To that end, the 

member countries are asked to validate and if necessary complete the following 

recommendations: 

A – Status and policy commitment 

Recommendation No 1: Raise the priority of Silva Mediterranea within FAO 

Content: a) Send a letter from the ministers of the member countries of Silva Mediterranea to the 

Director-General of FAO requesting FAO support for the revival of Silva Mediterranea. 
b)  Get the FAO Silva Mediterranea interdepartmental working group to work on the programme 

of activities of the Committee (cf. recommendation of the 18
th
 session on the support that the 

Committee should be given by the technical personnel of FAO's Forestry Department and other 

units concerned). 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: a) the member countries; b) FAO. 

Time frame: Short term 
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Recommendation No 2: Review the charter of Silva Mediterranea 

Content: Review the present charter of the Silva Mediterranea Committee to give greater 

flexibility and effectiveness to its future actions. Closely examine the possibility of converting it 

into a fully-fledged regional commission, rather than retaining it as a committee answerable to 

three regional commissions. Review its membership to align it with the more appropriate and 

stricter framework of the Mediterranean Basin. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO 

Time frame: Medium term 

Recommendation No 3: Annual contribution from member countries 

Content: Amendment of the charter should include the payment by member countries of an 

annual contribution to ensure the financial autonomy of Silva Mediterranea. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO 

Time frame: Medium term 

Recommendation No 4: Political visibility of Silva Mediterranea   

Content: Organization of an Euro-Mediterranean ministerial conference on Mediterranean forests 

and climate change. Such a request from a “hard core” of selected member countries could be of 

great assistance. These countries would also be asked to approach the European Commission for 

support to the organization of such an event. The Secretariat would communicate its support for 

this request to the EU Presidency. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: A “hard core” of member countries. 

Time frame: Short-term action for a mid-term conference. 

B. Organization of Committee activities 

Recommendation No 5: Continuation of working group activities. 

Content: Continue work without awaiting the revision of the charter of Silva Mediterranea. This 

recommendation concerns the thematic working groups, i.e. cork oak (led by Portugal), forest 

fires (led by Spain), land use and sustainable forest management (led by France). The countries 

leading these working groups would communicate a work plan and expected outputs within six 

months of the session in Sofia. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: Lead countries. 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 6: Creation of a working group on forests and climate change 

Content: Establishment of a new working group on forests and climate change. Identification of 

the lines of work of this working group and the countries to lead it. The selected countries would 

have six months after the session in Sofia to present a plan of work and a financial package for the 

functioning of the working group. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: To be defined 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 7: Organization of an intersessional meeting 

Content: Pending review of the charter, an intersessional meeting could be organized in Rome to 

coincide with the next session of COFO in 2009. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 8: Involvement of Silva Mediterranea in regional forest activities 
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Content: Ask the Member States to involve Silva Mediterranea in all regional events concerning 

Mediterranean forests. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: Member countries and FAO 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 9: Development of partnerships 

Content: Pursue potential partnerships in the Mediterranean with UN agencies and programmes, 

NGOs, OSS, EU, AMU,...). 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO and Bureau 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 10: Subregional activities 

Content: Given the specific nature of certain forests or woodlands, Silva Mediterranea’s 

activities could also focus on thematic topics of concern to a limited number of member countries. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: Member countries concerned 

Time frame: Short term 

C – Support to communication for higher Silva Mediterranea visibility 

Recommendation No 11: Participation in the Pan-European Week 

Content: Participation of the Secretariat and representatives of countries of the South 

Mediterranean (Silva Mediterranea Bureau) at the Pan-European Forest Week organized by the 

MCPFE. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO/France 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 12: Development of communication medium 

Content: Publication of a communication medium on Silva Mediterranea. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO/member country to be designated. 

Time frame: Short term 

Recommendation No 13: Development of a communication plan 

Content: Development of a communication plan for Silva Mediterranea. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO/member country to be designated. 

Time frame: Long term 

Recommendation No 13: Revitalization of the Silva Mediterranea website 

Content: Revitalization of the Silva Mediterranea website which could also be made available to 

member countries for publications and the exchange of information. 

Party responsible for coordinating implementation: FAO 

Time frame: Short term 

 

 



FO:SCM/08/4 

 

10 

AFWC/ECF/NEFC Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions 

"Silva Mediterranea"  

Enlarged Working Group on the Future of Silva Mediterranea  

FAO, Rome, 7-8 February 2008 
 

List of participants 

Name and first name Title/Organization Contact details 

Prado  José Antonio 

    

   

 

Director, Forest Management 

Division, Forestry 

Department 

FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, Rome, 

Italy 

JoseAntonio.Prado@fao.org 

Houmy Abderrahim Director of Planning, 

Information and Cooperation 

System 

Office of the Commissioner for Water and 

Forest Resources and Control of 

Desertification, Rabat, Morocco 

houmy@eauxetforets.gov.ma 

Ducci Paolo Coordinator UN Agencies 

(FAO/WFP/IFAD) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome, Italy 

paolo.ducci@esteri.it 

Leahu Radica Consultant. Coordination of 

UN Agencies 

(FAO/WFP/IFAD) 

<< 

<< 

<< 

Alessandra Valentina M. << << 

Plaza Placido Senior Administrator 

CIHEAM 

plaza@ciheam.org 

Chaudron Alain Head of Mission for 

International Forestry Affairs 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

France 

Lanly Jean-Paul Member Academy of Agriculture of France 

jean-paul.lanly@noos.fr 

Ducci Fulvio Researcher CRA,Consiglio per la Ricerca in 

Agricolture. Centro di Recerca per la 

selvicoltura. Arezzo, Italy 

fulvio.ducci@entecra.it 

Souvannavong Oudara Forest Conservation Service 

(FOMC) 

FAO, Rome, Italy 

Oudara.Souvannavong@fao.org 

Ibnattya Abdelhai Consultant, FOMC FAO, Rome, Italy 

Abdelhai.Ibnattya@fao.org 

Icard Pierre “Thematic Unit” Officer Plan Bleu, France 

picard@planbleu.org 

Testasecca Lillo Researcher Corpo Forestale dello Stato MIPAAF, 

Rome, Italy 

l.testasecca@corpoforestale.it 



FO:SCM/08/4 

 

11 

Berrahmouni Nora WWF Programme Officer on 

the protection of cork oak 

WWFMedPo, Rome, Italy 

nberrahmouni@wwfmedpo.org 

Achouri Moujahed Chief, Forest Conservation 

Service (FOMC) 

FAO, Rome, Italy 

Moujahed.Achouri@fao.org 

Warren Patrizio Consultant (FOMC) FAO, Rome, Italy 

Patrizio.Warren@fao.org 

 

 



FO:SCM/08/4 

 

12 

 

Meeting of the Enlarged Working  
Group on the Future of Silva Mediterranea 

Rome 7-8 February 2008 

PROGRAMME 

 

Thursday 7 February 2008 

Morning 

 

9:00 – 9:15    Welcome address by the Director of FOM  

  (Mr. José Antonio Prado) 

9:15 – 9:30  Presentation and discussion of the programme of work 

9:30 – 9:45 Brief presentation      

  Analysis of previous recommendations and evaluations and suggestions of the Secretariat 

  (Mr. Abdelhai Ibnattya) 

9:45- 10:15 Coffee break 

10:15 -11:45   Item 1   Chairman : Mr. José Antonio Prado 

  Identification of the support needs of the member countries of the Committee in terms 
  of forest policy formulation and forest use, taking into account the new challenges  

  affecting the countries of the Mediterranean Basin.  

11:45 - 14:00 Lunch  

 

Afternoon  

14:00 - 15:15  Item 2  Chairman : Mr. Abderrahim Houmy 

  Determine which of these needs can be assigned to the Silva Mediterranea Committee, 
  thereby ensuring its enhanced revitalization, taking into account possible synergies  

  with other programmes and initiatives. 

15:15 - 15:45 Coffee break  

15:45 – 17:00 Item 3  Chairman : Mr. Paolo Ducci 

  Identification of the major constraints that the Silva Mediterranea Committee could 
  encounter in implementing the responsibilities assigned under Item 2. 

 

Friday, 8 February 2008 

Morning 

 

9:00 – 10:15  Item 4  Chairman : Mr Alain Chaudron 

  Indication of the short- and medium-term options available to the Silva Mediterranea 
  Committee to deal with the identified constraints  
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10:15 – 10:45  Coffee break 

10:45 – 12:00  Item 5    Chairman : Mr Jean-Paul Lanly 

  On the basis of the conclusions and recommendations resulting from the previous  

  items, proposal of a new mandate and more effective mechanisms for the Silva  

  Mediterranea Committee to successfully carry out its assigned responsibilities 

12:00 - 12:30 Conclusions  

 

 

 

Wall notes by the Enlarged Working Group on the Future of Silva Mediterranea 
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