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Subject: Silva Mediterranea. Updated Questionnaire 

 

 

 Dear Member, 

  

 As you may aware, our next Silva Mediterranea session will be held on 7-10 April 

2008 at Sofia (Bulgaria). This date is approaching and the success of this particular meeting, 

which coincides with the 60
th

 SM anniversary, depends on our common efforts, deriving 

mostly from your individual inputs. 

 

 Prior the previous Committee session, the Secretariat has provided a Questionnaire 

regarding its federative activities and general functioning. Unfortunately, a few of these forms 

had been returned back for a comprehensive synthesis use.  

 

 Presently, in support to the activities of the Working Group on “Future of Silva 

Mediterranea”  and in parallel to its praiseworthy efforts, we are attempting to collect, as 

much as possible, information/suggestions that may put back the Committee on a sounder 

track to respond more efficiently to its mandate.  

 

 To this end, kindly fulfil the attached Questionnaire and send it back to the address 

below, preferably before Friday 1 February 2008.  

 

 I would like to take the opportunity of this letter to send to you and your family my 

best wishes for the New Year. 

 

 Thank you very much for your cooperation and constant support to the Silva 

Mediterranea Committee. Your diligent reply would be highly appreciated. 

 

  

     Sincerely yours 
     Abdelhai Ibnattya 

     FAO 

     Forest Conservation Service 

     D-474 

     Via delle Terme di Caracalla 

     00100, Rome, Italy 

     Phone: ++39 06 570 53213 

     Fax: ++39 06 570 5137 

     E-mail: Abdelhai.Ibnattya@fao.org 
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  Silva  Mediterranea 

       Questionnaire 
 

Actual Focal Point 
 

 Last name    Middle name  First Name 

 

Director Geral dos Recursos Florestais  
 
(Note: according to a recommendation put forward during the 19th Session, it would be 
better for Member Countries to indicate as Focal Point the name of the institution that has 
competence in forestry issues in general, and in Silva Mediterranea in particular – 
addressing it directly to the its Director General to make it easier, instead of indicating a 
collaborator).  

 

 

 Address  for correspondences 

 
Direcção-Geral dos Recursos Florestais  
Av.ª João Crisóstomo, n.º 26 
1069-040 LISBOA 
PORTUGAL    
 

 

 Other contact details:  

 Phone 

  Office  :     +351 21 312 48 00 

  Home  :...................................................... 

  Cellular :..................................................... 

 Fax   :      +351 21 312 49 88 

 E-mail  :      expediente.gdg@dgrf.min-agricultura.pt 

 

 

 Actual Position 

...................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 
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________________________________________________________________ 

 

Questions 

 
1. Activities implemented in your country, during the last two years, that worth 

to be brought to the S.M Committee’s attention (research, articles, meetings, 

forest/range policies and strategies, institutions, etc.)   
 
In February 2007, and within an overall reorganisation of the Public Administration, the 
Direcção-Geral dos Recursos Florestais (which is the National Forest Authority) started its 
own reorganisation in order to better fulfil its Mission and to enhance the quality and 
efficiency of its performance.    
 
In August 2006, the National Forest Strategy was approved, setting the main lines and action 
plans, public and private, for the forest sector in the decades to come. It addresses cross-
sectoral linkages and is in line with the latest international commitments. Society in general 
and all interested parties actively participated in its elaboration. 
 
In the mean time, a comprehensive reform is taking place, encompassing the reorganisation 
and planning of the Portuguese forest. Several forest planning instruments have been 
established: 
- on the one hand, and covering the whole continental territory, twenty one regional plans on 
forest planning have entered into force in 2006; these plans, which are sectoral instruments of 
territorial management, establish the main intervention lines on the occupation and use of the 
forest areas for each region; they are the result of a broad participatory process where the 
inputs from major actors in each of the twenty one regions have been taken into account; 
- on the other hand, and as more than 80% of the Portuguese forest area is privately owned, 
the concept of Forest Intervention Area has been launched in order to face another problem - 
the fragmentation of forest ownership; by gathering small forest holdings into viable forest 
management units, there is the belief that the conditions to progress towards forest 
sustainability are created.   
 
Another crucial line of work for Portugal – to decrease forest fire risk – deserved the very best 
of our attention. In fact, lately, huge efforts have been made in reorganising and reinforcing 
national forest fires’ combat. Local authorities have also joined this common struggle by 
elaborating Municipal Plans on the Protection of Forests against Fires, a local instrument 
aiming at putting into action the guidelines set within the National Plan on the Protection of 
Forests against Fires. Complementarily, Portugal will be using forest fires’ energy, therefore 
decreasing the fire risk. Indeed, being well aware of the potential of forest biomass as a 
renewable energy source, 13 new forest biomass energy plants are currently in different 
phases of the authorization process. Their capacity will correspond to the production of 
around 100 MVA (Megavolts-Ampères), with a total foreseen of 250 MV by 2012. Their 
location has been chosen taking into account the fire risk.  
 
In September 2006, the “Programme of Action on Recovering the Vitality of Cork and Holm 
Oaks Stands” was created as a recognition of the need to take urgent action to reverse the 
decay’s trend of these stands. The measures taken for its development should have practical 
outputs. This Programme foresees five lines of work:  

- Technical assistance concerning the permission for cutting down trees in areas where 
there is decay of cork and holm oaks stands; 
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- Quantifying the problem of the decay of cork and holm oaks stands; 
- Issuing of the practical guide “management best practices on cork and holm oak”; 
- Studies on the mortality of cork and holm oak through full sampling in the whole cork 

and holm oaks stands’ area; 
- Scientific research on the decay of cork, holm and other oaks stands at international 

level.  
 
Throughout these last years the work focussed in combating the pinewood nematode (PWN) 
continued and was, in fact, reinforced as very important measures were taken: in the 
2006/2007 eradication campaign it was decided to create a corridor free from the PWN and 
its vector host trees (namely Pinus pinaster) in the periphery of the demarcated area - 
the clear cut belt. That “clear cut belt” of 3km width and 430 km length (meaning 130 000 ha) 
had the purpose of minimizing the possibilities of the PWN disease dispersion. All 
this efforts have been closely followed - and the good work recognised - by the 
European Commission and the European Permanent Phytosanitary Committee. Several 
European inspection missions took place and their assessments are also very 
positive. Needless to say that there is still work to be developed in order to 
consolidate the PWN eradication.  
 
In November 2007, Portugal within the Process of the Ministerial Conferences on the 
Protection of Forests in Europe signed the Warsaw Declaration and the two Resolutions 
which are very much in line with the latest efforts internally developed. Resolution “Forests, 
Wood and Energy” deals with the recognition of the role of forests and forest-based products 
in long term Carbon sequestration, the potential of forest biomass as a renewable energy 
source and the associated added-value of decreasing fire risk. Resolution “Forests and 
Water“ emphasizes the role of forests and forest management in flood alleviation and in 
combating desertification and protecting soil. These two main issues of the Ministerial 
Conference are of utmost importance, and timely raised at the ministerial level, also for 
Mediterranean countries.   
 
 

2. Comments of your country on the recommendations set forth by the 

Nineteenth session of the Committee (Rabat, Nov. 2005). Are these 

recommendations encompassing the most crucial forestry-related challenges? 
     

Before addressing this question, Portugal would like to recall a former position, presented at 
the occasion of the 17th session of the Committee, back in 1997. By then Portugal firmly 
stated that we were fully convinced that Silva Mediterranea had a future and an important 
role to play in the context of the international dialogue and co-operation on forests. At this 
stage, Portugal would like to reiterate this position.   
By then, we presented several reasons to support our position:  

- Regional specificity of Mediterranean countries - having a forum concerned with the 
problems and issues of these Mediterranean countries, one should avoid having 
other fora, focused on different realities, taking care of these particular matters; 

- Regional unity – together, the Mediterranean countries are able, and it seems rather 
easier, to face some common problems; 

- United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification - there is the possibility of 
working together with several groups of this Convention, specially with the affected 
country Parties of the northern Mediterranean region that integrate UNCCD Annex 4  
on matters of common concern; 

- Cork oak - Portugal has huge responsibilities and interest concerning this species not 
only because of its national importance but also due to its recognised ecological, 
economical and social value; 
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- Mediterranean ecosystems - the recognition of the importance of an integrated and 
holistic approach towards these ecosystems is of great value in terms of, among 
others, biological diversity, contribution to combat desertification and variety of goods 
and services provided.  

 
Nowadays, this approach can and must be refreshed and updated as ten years have passed 
and, on the one hand, significant developments have happened in several domains and, on 
the other hand, in many other areas of work no real progress has been felt or the situation 
became even worse. We believe that by phasing out the Silva Mediterrranea research 
networks a huge step forward has been done. In fact, the new approach to relevant 
Mediterranean forests’ subjects allows an encompassing understanding of the relationships, 
interdependencies and multiple benefits of the Mediterranean forest realities and 
specificities.  
 
Nevertheless, and referring to the question “Are these recommendations encompassing 
the most crucial forestry-related challenges?”, we consider that a few potential areas of 
interest - of utmost importance these days - are still missing in the Committee’s lines of 
work/working groups.  
Some deep thought should be given to the role of this Committee whenever Mediterranean 
forests’ externalities are concerned. Indeed, for some decades now, Mediterranean forest’s 
areas are under a lot of pressure from quite strong and determinant economic sectors – 
building construction and tourism. Nowadays, these two sectors play a key role in the 
economies of Mediterranean countries and they have gradually “invaded” Mediterranean 
forest’ areas, replacing these forests by high density building centres. In addition, one cannot 
ignore the pressure and the consequences (e.g. soil contamination, decline of groundwater 
levels and salt-water intrusion into coastal aquifers) of the continuing growth of intensive 
agriculture - mainly the large plantation areas of olive trees.   
The fragile and weak economic revenues from Mediterranean forests, especially when 
compared with the revenues from central and Nordic European forests, have somehow 
facilitated the replacement of Mediterranean forests and aggravated the social and economic 
crisis in traditional agriculture. But this economic fragility and weakness of Mediterranean 
forests is a myth, hiding a reality quite down to Earth. The truth is that it is extremely difficult 
to valuate the goods and services provided by these forests partly due to the lack of will to 
seriously devote more attention and resources to the development of practical methodology 
to valuate, and appropriately compensate for, those goods and services.   
 
Bearing this in mind, we consider that the Committee Silva Mediterranea should also 
address, in a more systematic way (perhaps by launching a dedicated working group), the 
recognition and consequent valuation of Mediterranean forests’ goods and services, such as: 
the social role of the Mediterranean forests, including recreation and hunting; their ecological 
value, their role in mitigating the effects of erosion and in combating desertification as well as 
in preserving watershed environments.  

 
 

 

3. Comments of your country on the proposals made by the Secretariat on the 

federative activities. What are the most critical common issues for the 

Mediterranean countries that should be addressed first?  
 
The proposals made by the Secretariat on federative actives back in January 2005 should 
have been presented again in order to avoid misunderstandings/doubts concerning the exact 
proposals. Our recollection is that the proposed federative activities focused on: the creation 
of a decentralised data base on Mediterranean Forestry Questions - general features of 
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Mediterranean forests (biophysical, economical and social aspects); and inventory of 
ongoing forestry and environmental activities within each of the countries. And we also would 
like to recollect the document “FO:SCM/05/3 – State of implementation of the activities and 
outputs from the questionnaire – Item 4 of the Provisional agenda” – 19th session – where it 
is stated that there was a strong support from Member countries to the Secretariat’s 
proposal.  
 
We consider that the proposals are still updated and meaningful. Nevertheless, and although 
being in favour of having a dynamic, updated and relevant Committee, we must be realistic 
and recognise that we should go step by step and establish priorities. Resources (human 
and financial) are increasingly scarce and our assessment is that significant resources would 
be needed to create such an ambitious decentralised data base on Mediterranean Forestry 
Questions.  
Therefore, we reaffirm our support to the creation of a decentralised data base, but priority 
should be given to certain areas of work, namely those that would focus on pooling together 
as much information as possible on different pragmatic methodology to valuate 
Mediterranean forests’ externalities.  
The implementation of those valuation methods should be the following step. And, by doing 
so, we would be creating the conditions to enable a fair recognition of the multiple values of 
Mediterranean forests.  
 
We conceive that this working procedure would highly contribute to the deconstruction of the 
myth “economic fragility and weakness of Mediterranean forests” and, consequently, could 
facilitate acceding to available funds in order to start reversing the trend of land degradation 
and abandonment in the Mediterranean region.  
 
 
 

4. In addition to the development of a communication website network among 

 member countries, to facilitate transfer of know how among themselves, on 

 which the Secretariat is hardly working, what would be the new proposals of 

 your country  on federative activities for a better reactivation of Silva 

 Mediterranea? 
 
 
The answers to questions 2 and 3 jointly answer this question 4: the deconstruction of the 
myth on the economic fragility and weakness of Mediterranean forests, so that their true 
value becomes clear to the society in general and to decision makers in particular. 
 
In addition, and because resources are scarce, we firmly believe that the Committee Silva 
Mediterranea should strongly bet on one or two new lines of work. Attention, efforts and 
resources should be really focused in few subjects in order to accomplish the tasks to which 
we have committed ourselves.    
 
By the valuation of Mediterranean forests, we would be definitely contributing to their 
recognition and promotion. And by doing so we would also be showing that the Committee 
Silva Mediterranea is useful and has a role to play in the international forest-related dialogue.    
 
In short, we consider that the most reassuring way to reactivate Silva Mediterranea is by 
proving its usefulness.  
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5. What are your country’s point of view on in country arrangements to  strengthen     

            both functioning and visibility of Silva Mediterranea? 
 
Visibility and promotion  
The current display (format and content) of the Committee’s website means a huge step 
forward in the long life – 60 years - of the Committee. A real progress is felt. But the success 
of this effort cannot be exclusive responsibility of the Committee’s Secretariat. In fact, 
Member Countries must collaborate by sending updated information/articles, useful web links 
and by announcing relevant events.  
Nevertheless, additional efforts are needed in order to enhance the visibility of Silva 
Mediterranea in other international forest-related fora (e.g. UNFF, UNCCD, CBD and 
UNFCCC), therefore contributing to promote the specificity and the ecological, economical 
and social relevance of the Mediterranean ecosystems. Representatives of the Committee 
should participate in international meetings/conferences/congress/seminars/workshops and 
put forward recommendations and suggestions that would reflect the Mediterranean forests’ 
concerns and needs.  
In addition, the issuing and broad dissemination of focused Mediterranean forests’ leaflets or 
so called Mediterranean forests-Facts' Paper Summaries would be an useful tool to promote 
and raise the visibility of the Committee. 
 
Reporting  
When reporting to Silva Mediterranea, Member Countries should clearly separate the 
activities developed within the framework of Silva Mediterranea and the ones -  although with 
links to the issues relevant to this Committee - that would have been developed anyway (with 
or without the Committee). The underlying reason of this comment has to do with promotion 
of the Committee Silva Mediterranea whenever an activity is developed within its framework. 
Otherwise, the Committee is most probably not mentioned.  
 
 

6. Other comments and/or proposals 
 

Dynamic stability  
Back in 2002, during the 18th Session of the Committee, the results of the external review of 
the Silva Mediterranea Committee have been presented and Member Countries have 
decided on the way ahead, reaffirming their interest in maintaining Silva Mediterranea, 
although putting into practice some measures in order to increase the Committee´s 
efficiency. One of the changes dealt with the phasing out of the research networking, 
replacing them by working groups with a clear mandate, objectives and outputs associated 
with a time frame.   
So far our assessment of the current format is positive.  
And we do not see any need neither for further reviewing nor for deep changes – stability is 
needed in order to give this new format a chance to consolidate. Nevertheless, this need for 
stability is not incompatible with a dynamic accomplishment of the Committee´s mandate and 
with a dynamic and updated approach to the Committee’s tasks, namely to the work 
programmes of the current working groups. 
 
 
 
 
 


