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INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER ORGANISATION 

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON THE PROTECTION OF FORESTS IN EUROPE 

MONTREAL PROCESS 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

 

"INTER-C&I PROCESS COLLABORATION WORKSHOP" 

BIALOWIEZA, POLAND, 8-10 JUNE 2006 

 

 

INFONOTE 
 

 

VENUE  

Business & Recreation Complex “Soplicowo” 

17-230 Bialowieza ul. Krzyze 2a 

Poland 

Tel./Fax +48-85 681-28-40.  

Additional information available at: http://www.dwor-soplicowo.pl/ 

 

LANGUAGE  

The meeting will be convened in English.. 

 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Costs of transportation in Poland, excursion, conference materials and meals during the 

meeting are covered by the organizers. 

 

Please, contact respective organizers for information on additional financial support :  

� the participants representing the Montreal Process:   

Mr. Robert Hendricks:  rhendricks@fs.fed.us 

� the participants representing ITTO:      

Mr. Steve Johnson: johnson@itto.or.jp 

� the participants representing other C&I processes:  

Mr Froylan Castaneda:  Froylan.Castaneda@fao.org  

 

ARRIVAL DETAILS 

The nearest major airport is Warsaw Frederic Chopin Airport, located 10 km southwest of 

Warsaw.  More information available at: www.polish-airports.com  
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Getting in & out of the airport   

� Taxi - the taxi rank is located  in front of the Arrivals Hall. 

Taxi downtown costs app. 9 EUR and a trip takes about 10 -15 minutes (depending on 

traffic). In front of the Arrivals Hall you will find taxi stop for three licensed companies 

(MPT, Merc, Sawa). Please do not accept the taxis offered at the arrival hall as they are more 

expensive. 

� Bus (line 175) - the bus stop is located in front of the Arrivals Hall  

A trip downtown takes about 25-30  minutes. Bus ticket is 2.40 PLN and they are available at 

tobacconists at  the airport.  Ticket must be validated on a bus. 

 

GETTING TO AND BACK FROM BIALOWIEZA 

A rented bus to Bialowieza is scheduled for 7 June at 6:00 PM. The bus leaves from the 

Airport Parking. The participants will be met at the Warsaw Airport upon their arrival and 

helped to move around. The participants who are not able to come to Warsaw before 6 PM 

will be transported to Bialowieza by an additional mean of transportation.  

 

After the field trip on 10 June the bus will take the participants back to Warsaw.  

 

ACCOMODATION IN BIALOWIEZA  (7-9 JUNE) 

Single rooms for all registered participants are booked at the Business & Recreation Centre 

"Soplicowo" . (http://www.dwor-soplicowo.pl/).  

 

The hotel fulfils standards of 3-star hotel. The price per night is approximately 30 EUR 

(breakfast included). Credit cards accepted: VISA, EuroCard, DinnersClub, JCB, MasterCard, 

PolCard.  

 

 

ACCOMMODATION IN WARSAW (10 JUNE) 

The Liaison Unit pre-booked rooms at 2 hotels in Warsaw for the night 10/11 June.  

 

Campanile Hotel Warsaw***  

ul. Towarowa 2,  

00-811 Warsaw 

Tel: +48 22 582 7200 

Fax: +48 22 582 7201 

reservation: rezerwacjawarszawa@campanile.com.pl 

additional information : http://www.channels.nl/87041b.html  

 

Single room –  50 EUR 

Double room - 57 EUR  

(breakfast included) 

offer valid till 26 May, 2006 

 

Hotel Jan III Sobieski  **** 

Plac Artura Zawiszy 1  

02-025 Warszawa  

Tel : +48 22 579 1025 or  579 1028 

Fax : +48 22 659 8828 or  658 1366 

reservation : hotel@sobieski.com.pl  

additional information: http://lists.bookings.nl/hotel/pl/warsaw_sobieski.html 
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Single room – 75 EUR  

Double room – 85 EUR  

(breakfast included) 

offer valid till 31 May, 2006 

 

The participants are kindly asked to book their rooms using the password: MCPFE 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION ON POLAND 

As one of the biggest countries in Eastern Europe, Poland offers a varied range of attractions 

to the visitor: historical cities and sites, beach resorts, nature-based activities - sailing, hiking 

and skiing in lake and mountain areas.  

Language  

� National Language: Polish; Roman alphabet is used but some letters are different from 

English ones.  

� Foreign Languages: German is commonly understood, particularly in the north and 

areas bordering Germany. English is not widely spoken amongst older people, but 

increasingly so amongst the young. Most tourist offices have English speaking staff.  

Currency 

Polish official currency is zloty polski – PLN (1 EUR ~ 3.88  PLN) 

Weather  

Poland has as many as six distinct seasons. Apart from the four typical European seasons, 

there are also two periods described as early spring and early winter. The daily temperature in 

spring (March- June) ranges from 5°C to 20°C. The long-awaited summer (July-September), 

with temperatures above 25°C often begins in June. In autumn (October - November), the 

average temperature can drop to 5°C. Sometimes this season is kind and allows the Poles to 

enjoy more sunshine. Once the trees have lost all their leaves and the days are markedly 

shorter (December – February) winter begins. Temperatures drop below 0°C. Winter comes 

and the frosts don't want to go away for a long time - until late February or early March. The 

seasons are of different length in every geographical region.  

Environment  
Poland has areas of outstanding natural value. There are still places hardly touched by 

civilization, like the wild and desolate Bieszczady Mountains and the flood plains along the 

Biebrza River, home to many rare bird species, sometimes found nowhere else in Europe. 

Poland has some very unusual natural attractions and developing sector of tourism services. 

You can choose mountains, sandy beaches or lovely lake districts. There are 23 natural parks. 

All of them give an absolutely unique travel experience. You can rest in comfortable hotels or 

guesthouses, enjoy lovely landscapes or undertake exciting trips and excursions. 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

Warsaw, Krakow, Wieliczka Salt Mine, Auschwitz Concentration Camp, Zamosc, Medieval 

Town of Torun, Castle of the Teutonic Order in Malbork, Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, Churches 

of Peace in Jawor and Swidnica 

More information available at: http://www.experiencepoland.com/ 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION ON WARSAW 

Situated in the Mazowieckie province, in east-central Poland, the city spans the Wisla 

(Vistula River) and all the main tourist sites are on the left bank, while the right bank contains 

the increasingly fashionable Praga district. The tourist epicenter of Warsaw is the ‘Royal 

Route’, which runs north–south from the New and Old Towns, past the shopping area of 

Nowy Swiat, the royal gardens of Lazienki Park and  reaches the Wilanow Palace to the south 
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of the city centre. The city also boasts many green spaces, with leafy parks, outdoor cafés and 

free classical concerts that attract crowds in the summer. The nightlife scene is equally 

interesting, with well dressed youth flocking to the countless bars and clubs of the city.  

 

By the end of World War II, roughly 85% of the city were ruins and most of the population 

had been killed, deported or sent to concentration camps. Much of Warsaw’s historic centre 

was painstakingly recreated in the years after the war. Many of today’s Old Town buildings 

are closer to the original architecture than they were before destruction, as the alterations of 

the intervening centuries were not incorporated in the reconstruction. The strikingly 

successful rebuilding of the Old Town was finally rewarded in 1980, when the entire complex 

earned its place on the UNESCO World Heritage List.  

More information available at: http://www.explorewarsaw.com 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE BIALOWIEZA FOREST 

The Bialowieza Forest in Poland is the last relict of a pristine European lowland forest. It 

provides a window to the past and remains a template for forest restoration in Europe. 

Protection of the Bialowieza Forest dates back to the sixteenth century. In 1921 the Polish 

Forest Service established a reserve that subsequently became the Bialowieza National Park 

in 1947. The park was included to the list of the World Biosphere Reserves in 1977 and 

became a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1979. The Bialowieza Forest constitute an 

indispensable reference point, a yardstick with which one can measure the amount of 

anthropogenic change and the level of disturbance in other forests. The Bialowieza Forest is 

also of fundamental importance for biological science as one of the only places where you can 

still observe unhindered ecological and evolutionary processes, once typical for the whole 

biome of deciduous and mixed-deciduous European forests. To date, about 4,000 scientific 

publications of studies carried out in the Bialowieza Forest have been published. The results 

of these studies are referred to in practically all recent monographs on forest biology. More 

information available at: www.bpn.com.pl  

 

FIELD TRIP 

The field trip to the Bialowieza National Park and the Bialowieza Forest will be organized on 

10
 
June, 2006  at 8:30-5:30 PM. The participants will visit the Strict Nature Reserve of the 

Bialowieza National Park and the Nature Museum of the Bialowieza National Park. Lunch 

will be served outdoors. A bus trip around the Forest Districts of the State Forest in a visit to 

the Jagiellonskie Education Center of the State Forests will present close to nature forest 

management.  

The weather in June in Poland is usually pleasant: app.22 
o
C, although there could be some 

odd days when the temperature rises above 30°C or can drop below 5 
o
C. A warm jacket and 

boots will be necessary. Also, bringing an umbrella would be a good idea.  

 


