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Greetings from Estonia



Willow SRC plans
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BIOPROS project 
(www.biopros.info)

5 SRC 
plantations:

•Bulgaria

•Spain

•Estonia

•Poland

•Germany



Situation 2007: Bulgaria 

• Uncertain land usage 
possibilities make long- 
term investments 
impossible

• Rural socio-economical 
situation does not 
support long-term 
agricultural investments



Situation 2007: Poland 

• Ineffective land 
preparation and poor weed 
control can destroy young 
plantations

• Environmental risks due to 
SRC development in areas 
of high biodiversity (river 
banks)  



Situation 2007: Estonia 

• Lack of domestic 
planting material may 
result in poor quality of 
imported planting 
material and cause high 
investment costs

• Economically 
ineffective harvesting 
methods



Unavoidable factors: fluctuating 
oil price

http://www.peak-oil-crisis.com/



Unavoidable factors: land 
availability

Changes in arable land area from 1992 to 2003
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Promotion options: Subsidy 
system

Subsidy system should be:
•Stabile 
•Simplified
•Sustainable
•Supporting best practice, longer 
commitment



Promotion options: Breeding 
network

Also for Salix:
•International co- 
operation
•Including various 
climate conditions
•Improved database about 
nurseries 
•Information about sort 
characteristics

Gudrun

Estonian 
natural

81090



Promotion options: cost reduction 
& environmental benefits

Usage of wastewater and sludge 
for SRC cultivation:
•Lobby concerning different 
regulation for technical crops
•Long-term monitoring 
activities
•Larger co-operation between 
biomass producers, 
environmentalists and 
wastewater purification 
technicians



Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

katrinkatrin.heinsoo@emu.ee.heinsoo@emu.ee
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