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Mid-term tripartite review meeting 
 The Tripartite Mid-term Review (TPR) Meeting on 

the MAR Project was held at the FAO Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok, Thailand 
during 16 - 19 September 2008. Its purpose was to 
review project achievements and elaborate next 
steps of project activities with FAO, the donor 
country (Japan), and 18 project countries.  

 Participants generally agreed on the effectiveness of 
project activities, while suggesting strengthening of 
project implementation to improve national capacities 
for  MAR  in  the  field  of harmonization of international 

reporting and broadening of national monitoring 
and assessment through field surveys, remote 
sensing surveys, and database management. 
Regional training workshops and national 
programmes will be supported in collaboration with 
related FAO programmes. Participants also 
recommended dialogue with decision makers to 
enhance national MAR activities. Regional or 
national networks should be strengthened for 
sharing of information among countries. 

Workshop on reporting to FRA2010 and 
other reporting processes 

 A Regional Workshop on Strengthening of 
Harmonization of National Reporting to the Global 
Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2010 and 
Other International Processes on Forests in Asia 
was held with 22 Asian countries and 5 
organizations to facilitate harmonization and 
streamlining of national reporting to international 
conventions and processes in the Asian region and 
to provide the national correspondents of the FRA 
2010 with technical assistance to ensure high-quality 
reporting in line with its specifications. 

 Participants highlighted the following issues in their 
discussions: (i) Coordination among different 
agencies is important to update reporting processes 
in countries; (ii) Terms, definitions and classifications 
should be kept flexible and simple for practical 
harmonization in countries; and (iii) Major constraints 
on reporting harmonization include inconsistent 
terms and definitions among international processes, 
inconsistent assessment of forest areas or other 
variables,  limited  reporting  capacities  on  thematic 

aspects, dispersion of data among various 
agencies, and lack of communications among 
them.  

 They made recommendations on: (i) 
development of general guidelines for translation 
of various national definitions into common 
international definitions; (ii)  institutional 
strengthening for coordinated data collection and 
reporting to share experience and expertise 
among national stakeholders; (iii) regional 
cooperation among countries to facilitate 
effective and efficient reporting though 
development of a regional data management 
mechanism; and (iv) technical and financial 
assistance from international organizations on 
methodologies of data collection.  

 Development of a joint information framework 
and a common format with the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests (CPF) and individual 
reporting processes will be beneficial for 
facilitation of consistent reporting in countries. 

Expert consultation on the National Forest 
Monitoring and Assessment (NFMA) 

Topic: 

• Mid-term tripartite review 
meeting 

• Workshop on reporting to 
FRA2010 and other 
reporting processes 

• Expert consultation on 
the NFMA 

Event: 

• Expert consultation on 
pilot studies in the Global 
Remote Sensing Survey, 
Rome (next year) 

• Training workshop on 
national forest inventory, 
Dehradun (next year) 

• National/sub-regional 
MAR programs 

• Meetings 
• NFI surveys 
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Your contribution of 
short articles on forest 
MAR (1-2 pages) will be 
highly welcomed. 

 The NFMA Expert Consultation (http://www.fao. 
org/forestry/52821/en/) was held with 14 countries 
and 8 organizations at the FAO-Headquarters during 
26 - 28 November 2008. Its objectives were to 
explore better accommodation of NFMA to 
increasing countries’ needs for monitoring of forest 
cover and land use change and effective generation 
of required information for national forestry planning 
and policy development as well as international 
negotiations. The consultation focused on capacities 
of NFMA to satisfy national and international needs 
for forest-related information in conjunction with the 
mechanism of Reducing Emissions for Deforestation 
and Degradation (REDD). 

 The participants made the following 
recommendations on the NFMA: (i) Develop 
guidelines for data analysis; (ii) Match socio-
economic data with biophysical data for better 
analysis; (iii) Combine remote sensing data with field 
data   to  improve  the  efficiency  of  data  collection; 

 (iv) Explore interview data to identify potential 
drivers of deforestation and degradation and 
monitor socio-economic impacts of REDD 
policies; (v) Create data quality assurance and 
control systems to assess sampling and 
measurement errors;  (vi) Discuss with 
stakeholders on additional variables, sampling 
intensity, sub-national data; (vii) Explore 
alternative sampling design and plot layout by 
comparing actual cost data; (viii) Establish 
mechanisms to receive feedback from users 
through advisory committee or tracking Web 
users; (ix) Make people-friendly products for a 
variety of users, using map-based presentations; 
(x) Develop online reporting systems to ensure a 
more continuous process of data provision; (xi) 
Introduce clear metadata to better understand 
backgrounds of information; and (xii) Produce an 
NFMA knowledge reference by analyzing field 
data and remote sensing data. 

 


