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Global Goals and Targets

• UNFF Global Objective 1.  Reverse the loss of 
forest cover and increase efforts to prevent 
forest degradation

• UNFCCC COP 13 – Reduction of Emissions 
from Deforestation & Forest Degradation(REDD)

• 2010 Biodiversity Target of the CBD includes an 
indicator on ecosystem fragmentation and 
connectivity

The Challenge

• Many definitions
• Forest degradation is the 

reduction of the capacity of 
a forest to provide goods 
and services

• Broad definition, not 
operational

• Numerous perceptions
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Issues

• What functions or 
values?

• What time frame?
• What causes?
• What reference state?
• What indicators?
• What assessment 

methodologies?

Forest Degradation and 
Climate Change

• UNFCCC, UN-REDD, IPCC guidelines
• Future monitoring 

of degradation
• Access to new 

tools and 
techniques



5

Historical Degradation

Review of proven and 
promising methodologies

• Call for authors

• Contact fra@fao.org

Approach

• Survey of existing 
country practices

• Analytical study of 
definitions

• Case studies

• Technical meeting
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Outcomes

• A better understanding of forest degradation

• Guidelines

• Reporting ability

• Action to reduce
forest degradation

Milestones 2009

• June – UNFCCC-SBSTA

• September – Technical Meeting, Rome

• October – World Forestry Congress

• December UNFCCC COP - 15
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Messages 

• Forest degradation is  a broad concept, with 
many perspectives

• Climate change is but one perspective
This study will:
• Highlight different aspects of forest degradation
• Review assessment methodologies
• Facilitate improved access to new tools, 

especially in developing countries
• Lead to action to reduce current rates of forest 

degradation

To contribute or learn more

www.fao.org/forestry/
degradation-cpf/en/

fra@fao.org


