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The Situation in Europe

• Total forest area is approx. 167 million ha
• Annual increase is about 760k ha
• Total area affected by natural 

disturbances, including pests is about 10 
million ha

• Within the EU, and the rest of Europe, 
the frequency of reports of new pests 
seems to be increasing
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The Situation in Europe - new pests

• Pine Wood Nematode (Portugal 1999), single 
report  Spain 2008

• Gibberella circinata (Spain 2006, Portugal 2008)

• Citrus Longhorn Beetle (Italy 2007, intercepted 
many Member States)

• Phytophthora ramorum (Netherlands, Germany 
c1992, UK 2002, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Spain, Sweden)

• P. kernoviae (UK 2003, Ireland 2008)

• Dryocosmus kuriphilus (Italy, France 2005, 
Slovenia 2005)
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The situation in Europe - new threats

• Dendrolimus sibiricus (regulated 2009)

• Agrilus planipennis (regulated 2009)
• Chalara fraxinea (present: not regulated)

• Rhynchophorus palmarum (regulated 2009)
• Stegophora ulmea (regulated 2009)

• Dothistroma pini (regulated Scirrhia pini)
• Psuedomonus syringae pv aesculi (present: not 

regulated)
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The Situation in Europe  - Protected Zones

Pests absent from certain MS and regulated to prevent 
introduction into Protected Zones:    insects
•Cephalcia lariciphila (Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Jersey)
•Dendroctonus micans (Ireland, Greece, Northern Ireland Isle of 
Man, Jersey)
•Gilpinea hercyniae (Ireland, Greece, Northern Ireland, Isle of 
Man, Jersey)
•Gonipterus scutellatis (Greece, Portugal-Azores)
•Ips amitinus (Ireland, Greece, Corsica, UK)
•Ips cembrae (Ireland, Greece, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man)
•Ips duplicatus (Ireland, Greece, UK)
•Ips, sexdentatus (Ireland, Cyprus, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man)
•Ips typographus (Ireland, UK)
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The Situation in Europe - Protected Zones

Pests absent from certain MS and regulated to prevent 
introduction into Protected Zones: bacteria

• Erwinia amylovora (Estonia, Spain, France-Corsica, 
IT - parts, Latvia, Portugal, Finland, Northern 
Ireland, Isle of Man, Jersey, Guernsey)
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The Situation in Europe - protected zones

Pests absent from certain MS and regulated to 
prevent introduction into Protected Zones: 
fungi

• Cryphonectria parasitica (Czech Republic, 
Ireland, Greece-part, UK except Isle of Man)

• Gremmeniella abietina (Ireland, Northern 
Ireland)

• Hypoxilon mammatum (Ireland, Northern 
Ireland)
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The Situation in Europe

Import controls set in Council Directive 2000/29/EC

• Language generally reflects ISPM 5, 

• Requirements reflect various ISPMs e.g. 4, 5,  7, 8, 
10, 12, 15, 19, 20, 23

• But - these are not mentioned per se during 
discussions (except ISPM 12 which is referred to in 
more recent amendments)
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The Situation in Europe

Internal EU controls dealing with pest outbreaks  
follow ISPMs e.g. ISPMs 6, 8, 9, 10 etc

but no mention of them in Commission 
Decisions and not referred to in discussions 
(except ISPM 15 where wood packaging is 
involved)

BUT - maybe we all use them subconsciously?
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The Situation in Europe

Strengths
27 Member States means big pool of expertise (e.g. 

Annexes Working Group)

Weaknesses
Lack of PRAs for some pests

Structure and process means that ability to act 
quickly often compromised

Member States may be more inclined to use article 
16, 2000/29/EC for unilateral emergency action (e.g. 
UK and Oak Processionary  Moth)


