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 The former Chief Technical Adviser, Dr. 

Kailash Chandra Govil, retired from the MAR-
SFM Project on 31 October 2007. We highly 
appreciate his professional and enthusiastic 
service for 1.5 years. The remaining staff will 
support the project with his invaluable inputs. 

 The MAR-SFM Project will be transferred to 
the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific (FAORAP) in Bangkok, Thailand for 
strengthening national-level implementation, 
while receiving technical backstopping from 
FAO-Headquarters. 
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 The United Nations Climate Change 
Conference took place in Bali, Indonesia from 3 to 
15 December 2007 with representatives of over 
180 countries and observers. The conference 
consisted of the 13th Conference of the Parties 
sessions to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and 
the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
(http://unfccc.int/meetings/cop_13/items/4049.php). 

 The conference adopted the Bali roadmap to 
stipulate a new negotiating process for a post-
2012 international agreement on climate change. 
Ground-breaking decisions were made on launch 
of the Adaptation Fund, technology transfer, and 
reducing emissions from deforestation. 

 The Center for International Forestry Research 
(CIFOR) (http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/) organized a 

one-day workshop “Forest Day” as a side event 
to generate vigorous debate and analytical 
dialogue of broad technical and social issues on 
forest-related climate change. Broad aspects 
were presented and discussed, including the 
strengthening of the Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Degradation (REDD). 

 The Global Observation of Forest and Land 
Cover Dynamics (GOFC-GOLD) and other 
organizations presented a draft sourcebook on 
user-friendly REDD techniques for estimating 
carbon emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation, using the medium-resolution satellite 
imagery (http://www.gofc-gold.uni-jena.de/redd/). 
Participants suggested combination of field data 
or national forest inventory (NFI) with remote 
sensing data flexibly in different countries. 
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 The Workshop on Monitoring, Assessment, 

and  Repor t ing fo r  Susta inab le  For est 
Management in the South Pacific Region was 
held with 25 participants from 9 countries and 5 
organizations in Nadi, Fiji, 10-12 October 2007.  

 Broad technical aspects of MAR were 
presented and discussed, such as: national 
forest inventories (NFIs); thematic assessment 
(biodiversity, biomass, carbon); Global Forest 
Resources Assessment (FRA) 2010 and other 
international reporting; remote sensing/GIS; 
Land Cover Classification System (LCCS); 
database management; policy development;  

National Forest Assessment (NFA) in the 
Philippines, Pacific countries’ or organizations’ 
experiences, and regional MAR collaboration. 

 The workshop recommended the 
strengthening of regional collaboration with 
countries and related organizations for 
harmonizing and broadening MAR, including 
formulation of a long-term umbrella plan on 
MAR for the South Pacific countries and 
development of national/regional networks. 
FAO is expected to update and accommodate 
guidelines on MAR so that the countries stay 
abreast of current methodologies. 
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What’s new: 

• Departure of Dr. 
Kailash Govil 

• Transfer of the MAR 
Project to Bangkok 

Topic: 

• UNFCCC COP13 and 
its side event 

Activity/event: 

• Pacific MAR workshop 
in Fiji 

• Development of 
regional/national 
programmes 

• NFI surveys 
• Meetings 
• Guidelines 
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Your contribution of short 
articles on forest MAR (1-
2 pages) will be highly 
welcomed. 

 National MAR programmes are implemented 
in Cambodia, China, India, Mongolia, Pakistan, 
and Vanuatu and will be started in Bhutan and 
the Philippines. The programmes will facilitate 
development of national networks and studies 
or training on MAR. The countries will be kindly 
requested to submit activity reports to FAO. 

 A regional programme with the Secretariat of 
the Pacific Community (SPC) will be launched 
soon to strengthen a regional network and 
collaboration on MAR among Pacific countries. 
Surveys of NFI are being made with Pacific 
countries for formulation of technical briefs. 

 Technical consultations were held with the 
Indonesian Ministry of Forestry and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) on collaboration for MAR. 

 Internal consultations were made with FAO-
HQ for transfer of the MAR-SFM Project to 
Bangkok with a focus on coordination with 
other FAO programmes such as FRA 2010, 
NFA, and FAOSTAT. 

 General guidelines for various aspects of 
MAR will be elaborated for sharing current 
technical expertise among the project 
countries. 
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