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A. Background and context 

 

The Mediterranean is one of the world regions in which the call for “sustainable 

development” finds all its meaning: 

• It is a rare and fragile “eco-region”, where development is already hindered by 

environmental degradation; 

• It encompasses a geographical area in which North-South issues concerning 

development are particularly acute; 

• It comprises a set of countries and an area where stability and prosperity will 

largely depend on implementing models of development which integrate 

economic, social, environmental and political dimensions. 

 

Changing the course, through a development framework is imperative, because the region is: 

• exposed to natural hazards (seism, volcanic activity, land slides, floods, forest fires); 

• sensitive to climate change (rise in temperatures exceeds 2 C0, a drop in rainfall);  

• affected by the globalization: an integration process well underway in the north 

but needs to be backed up in the south and east; 

• affected by accelerated demographic transition, ageing populations in the north, 

job shortages in the south; 

• in need of a better economic performance in order to reduce north-south divide;  

 and 

• a vulnerable environment despite the emergence of environmental policies. 

 

These aspects give an excellent indication of the Mediterranean’s potential to becoming an 

area for cooperation in the field of sustainable development. 

 

The Mediterranea-rim countries are faced with the same challenges in terms of economic 

convergence, capacity building, transfer of technology but also in the management of forest 

resources and biodiversity. And it is in these areas that the Silva Mediterranea Committee 

can stand out as itself a unique body for cooperation and solidarity, as demonstrated under 

the first phase of the three years project “Mediterranean forests and sustainable 

development”, funded by France and executed by FAO/Plan Bleu.   

 

B. Baseline and Rational 

• Twenty one and the European Union, parties to the Barcelona Convention 

• A shared responsibility on their common good: the sea and costal areas 

 

The specific challenges for the Mediterranean forestry sector are: 

• Poverty alleviation and socio-economic development of rural areas; 

• Food security for local inhabitants (including non-wood forest products, wood 

energy and timber for building); 

• Management of natural resources (biodiversity, landscape quality, water 

resources conservation, fight against desertification, erosion and fires); 

 



The ongoing trends can be changed: 

• by integrating forest policies into overall land management policies; 

• through consultation between all stakeholders: identify conflicts of interest, 

redefine priorities, draw up collective rules of uses, funds allocation for 

sustainable management; 

• by improving the forestry sector contribution to sustainable development all the 

more important given the many functions woodlands can provide. 

 

Such changes may occur through joint efforts of Silva mediterranea which is one of the FAO 

statutory bodies that cover the Mediterranean region. It proposes a forum on advising and 

taking action on key forestry issues for Mediterranean countries from the African Forestry 

and Wildlife Commission, the European Forestry Commission and the Near East Forestry 

Commission. Twenty-six countries and the European Community are members of the 

committee, but non-member countries are frequently invited to the sessions as observers. 

 

 

C. Mediterranean forest and sustainable development (MFSD) project 

 

First phase (2003-2006) 

1. Origin and objectives  

Origin 

• Partnership Agreement between FAO and Plan Bleu concluded in October 2002 and 

renewed in December 2005; 

• Human resources and financial means provided by France to launch the MFSD 

project and supply it during its first phase (Trust fund with FAO); 

 

Objective: Allowing Mediterranean countries to share their experiences and analyses regarding: 

• The forestry sector’s contribution to sustainable development; 

• Essential dialogue, arbitration processes and tools to face the multiplicity and 

complexity of challenges; 

 

2. Main achievements 

 

a. Case studies on territorial approaches (France, Morocco, Turkey, Italy, Albania, Algeria) 
 

Objectives:  

• Presenting tools and methods to ensure the sustainability of local development; 

• Taking into account the role of the forestry sector; 

 

b. Regional forum  on “Forestry & sustainable development in the Mediterranean: 

Challenges, policies and governance” (Rabat, Morocco, Nov.2005) 

• Participation of 140 experts, managers and researchers (13 Med. countries, 

international organizations. NGOs) 

• Presentation of papers on case studies on territorial approaches 



• Recommendations: 

� To reinforce the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation; 

� To associate all stakeholders in the design and implementation of projects; 

� To develop a better understanding of the economic, social and 

ecological impacts of the global challenges on Mediterranean forests; 

� To reinforce financial and political commitments of the Mediterranean 

countries and to mobilize bilateral and multilateral financing mechanisms;  

and  

� To continue the Mediterranean Forest and Sustainable Development project. 

 

Objectives in the next 4 years:  Implementation of the second MFSD phase  
 (Funds still requested for this project MFSD) 

Objective 1: Continuing and reinforcing the exchange and the valorisation of  

 experiences on sustainable management and governance; 

 

Objective 2: Facilitating the set-up and the follow- up of strategies and national  

 forest policies based on sustainable development; 

 

Objective 3: Encouraging integrated and sustainable projects of Mediterranean  

 agro-sylvo-pastoral spaces; 

 

Objective 4: Communicating about the project, to promote the Mediterranean  

 forestry at the international level 

 
Under such objectives, the general topics and activities to be developed are as follows: 

 

Topics 

� Contribution of the Mediterranean forest ecosystems to biodiversity 

conservation; 

� Relationship between climate change and Mediterranean forest ecosystems; 

� Economic assessment of non commercial uses and environmental services 

of the woodlands; 

� New integrated and territorial approaches; 

� Financing of the policies and projects. 

 

Activities 

� Case studies: other countries, innovative topics; 

� National reports (surveys), monitoring indicators; 

� Regional analyses in the Mediterranean (priority topics); 

� Organisation of a second regional forum in 2011; 

� Reference list of good practices ; 

� Platform of exchanges (regional experiences sharing). 

 



D. Implementation  

 

Plan Bleu/FAO are available to implement the second MFSD phase. However, the relevant 

activities require adequate funding. A project proposal will be submitted to the French 

Global Environmental Fund (FFEM) before July 2010. 

 

E.  Stakeholder involvement 

• Stakeholder profile: Forestry Directorates of the Mediterranean countries, Forest 

owners associations and NGOs oriented to forest sustainability ; 

• Involvement of organizations: They have to designate a focal point representing 

every country and facilitating the spread of information. 

 

F.  Sustainability, replicability, constraints, limitations and risks  

 

The development of this Work Plan depends on the establishment of a complete network of 

focal points and fundings. If the concerned organizations, mainly the Forestry Directorates 

of every country, don’t cooperate in the designation of focal points or funds are lacking , the 

Plan would have a limited scope. 

 

G. Budget : To be defined during project preparation before July 2010 

 


