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In Angola, almost half of the territory 
is covered by forests. The forest sector 
is of major importance for food and 
food security for the Angolan 
population, mainly through informal 
economy: fire wood exploitation, 
charcoal production, which is still a 
major source of income for rural 
populations, woody and non woody 
products, fodder or traditional 
medicine.  
 
 
 

 
 
After several decades of civil war, the whole forest sector is destroyed and has to be rebuilt: 
legislation is obsolete, infrastructures must be renewed and, above all, the technical capacities 
of the national staff must be strengthened.  
 
 
Aware of these emergencies, the Angolan 
government is prioritising efforts in the forest 
sector. For instance, most of the 
recommendations stated during the agricultural 
sector reform in 2007 concerned forest issues. 
Recently, a national consultation led the way to 
a new legislation and the establishment of a 
forest politics document. These tools are paving 
the way towards forest resources sustainable 
management and planning in Angola. 
 
 
 
The National Forest Assessment and Monitoring project, initiated in 2008, is a key activity in 
the realization of this forest politics. The Angolan Government provides more than 2/3 of the 
budget and the Forest Development Institute of the Agriculture Ministry is responsible for the 
execution, with the technical assistance of the FAO. The project aims at filling the gap of 
missing knowledge on national forest resources, by establishing a long term monitoring, 
management and information system. 
 
 



The Minister of Agriculture, Afonso P. Canga, 
recognizes the importance of assessing the 
resources, their potential and actual uses: “It is 
the first time that Angola undertakes an 
assessment of its resources at the national 
level. There is still no resource exploitation 
and management planning because we do not 
have enough data on species of our forests. 
This project is a gateway to increase our 
knowledge, enhance scientific research, benefit 
from our natural resources and align with 
international regulations”. The project is based 
on field inventories and remote sensing 
cartography, imply strong national expertise.  

 
 
Therefore, one of the main 
objectives of the project is national 
capacity building on forest 
assessment techniques. Field 
inventories comprise biophysical, 
environmental and socio-economical 
parameters that are surveyed at 
sample locations with the help of 
local populations and 
comprehensively registered in the 18 
provinces of the country. They will 
be carried out by national 
technicians and officers, who first 
benefited from training sessions of 
the FAO.  
 
Francisca Mande, an agronomist who graduated in forestry in Cuba and agroforestry in Capo 
Verde is one of them: “I attended the first field inventory training sessions in May 2009 and 
helped carry out the following one. I also helped for the remote sensing training team in 
November and I learned a lot in this new field. I feel privileged to be part of this process. I 
hope it will go on!” 
 

On every sampling unit, satellite images will 
also be interpreted and validated against field 
data. This shall lead to building up forest 
change analysis as well as a wall-to-wall map 
of land cover with an emphasis on forest 
zones. Young civil servants hence followed an 
intensive mapping and remote sensing 
training session, with theoretical and practical 
aspects. Methodology for image validation 
process has been adapted from the one used 
for the remote sensing survey of FRA 2010.  
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In these tropical zones, remote sensing tools represent a precious help in forest resource 
assessment and management. However, as underlined by Joaquim Manuel, head of the 
protected areas department at the Ministry of environment, the capacity building of field 
technical staff is essential. 
 
In the end, more than 80 national technicians and forest officers benefited from various 
training programs related to comprehensive forest resource assessment.  
Tomàs Caetano, director of the Forest Development Institute, insists on the necessity of 
institutionalizing the process: “At the end of this first national forest inventory, we will create 
an inventory department, which will include a cartography unit. Only this could guarantee the 
sustainability of the knowledge and know-how’s accumulated during those two years. Then, 
inventories shall be realised yearly at a lesser intensity, to ensure continuous and long term 
resource monitoring. The cartography unit will ensure a national expertise, which can follow 
up with all forest management related activities in Angola”.  
 

 
 
Angola is still out of international negotiations on forest and forest degradation issues. 
However, through this process, it stands as a pioneer in using a forest resource assessment and 
monitoring tool. This tool could be an example to REDD implied countries for which no 
standard methodology has yet been adopted.  
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Location of the NFMA tiles (small squares) and FRA2010 RSS tiles (big squares) in Angola 
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