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Fourteenth World Forestry Congress, 2015
Reply requested by 1 September 2010
----------------------------------------------

The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has the honour to announce to all States that are Members of FAO, the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency, that the Fourteenth World Forestry Congress is scheduled to be held in 2015, and wishes to invite governments interested in hosting the event to communicate their formal offer to the Organization.  


A World Forestry Congress, sponsored by FAO, is held every six years and is usually attended by approximately 4,000 forestry professionals, who gather for a week of intensive scientific and technical discussions.  Responsibility for the organization and financing of each congress lies with the host government, which may call upon FAO for advice and assistance. A congress has advisory rather than executive functions and serves as a forum to exchange views and experiences on all aspects of forestry.  Discussions might lead to the formulation of broad recommendations for application at national, regional and global levels. Host countries have established that the event provides an opportunity to highlight and display their major achievements in forest management. 

To date, thirteen such events have taken place: Rome (Italy) 1926; Budapest (Hungary) 1936; Helsinki (Finland) 1949; Dehra Dun (India) 1954; Seattle (United States of America) 1960;  Madrid (Spain) 1966; Buenos Aires (Argentina) 1972; Jakarta (Indonesia) 1978; Mexico City (Mexico) 1985; Paris (France) 1991; Antalya (Turkey) 1997; Quebec City (Canada) 2003, and Buenos Aires (Argentina) 2009.
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As agreed by the FAO Council at its Hundred and fifteenth Session (November 1998), during its review of the guidelines on the function and organization of congresses and the procedure for selecting host countries, the Committee on Forestry at its Twentieth  Session (Rome, 4 - 8 October 2010), will consider the submissions made by interested host countries and will make recommendations on the venue of the Fourteenth World Forestry Congress to the Hundred and Fortieth Session of the Council (Rome, 29 November - 3 December 2010). The Council Policy Guidelines and Technical Operational Guidelines for the organization of the Congress may be obtained from the FAO Forestry Department at: ........................ 

The Director-General would appreciate receiving formal offers from governments interested in hosting the Fourteenth World Forestry Congress by 1 September 2010.
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