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AA..  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  aanndd  ccoonntteexxtt  
  

The Mediterranean region is one of the world’s biodiversity hotspots. Its mosaic of 

forest landscapes contributes greatly to the outstanding biological richness and 

multiple values that attract so many tourists to the Mediterranean region every year. In 

other zones, these Mediterranean forest landscapes also contribute to poverty 

alleviation, socio-economic development of rural areas, food security of local people 

and the preservation of those multiple environmental services considered today by the 

international community as being of crucial importance (biodiversity, landscape 

quality, preservation of water resources and measures against land degradation ...).  
 

Despite their apparent fragility, Mediterranean forest landscapes have been shaped by 

human activities and have demonstrated for several centuries their strong resilience to 

changes of anthropogenic origin. However, today they are facing a threat of 

unprecedented magnitude to which they will have to adapt in the coming decades. 

Climate change is expected to have significant, if not severe, impacts on 

Mediterranean ecosystems while, at the same time, the population of the 

Mediterranean region will increase significantly by 2050.  
 

This raises crucial questions: 
 

‘’What can be done to ensure that Mediterranean forest landscapes adapt to new 

social, economic, environmental and climate conditions so they can continue to 

provide the goods and services on which people depend? ‘’ 
 

‘’How can regional cooperation in this area, located at the crossroads of Africa, 

Europe and Asia,  help countries respond effectively to the new challenges posed by 

climate change? ‘’ 
 

‘’How Silva Mediterranea, FAO and key partners can provide together effective and 

sustainable support for forest-based adaptation during the coming decades ?’’  
 

‘’How can the Mediterranean region, which is particularly hard hit by global change, 

become a sort of laboratory to develop, test and disseminate best practices to promote 

the adaptation of forest ecosystems to climatic changes and other pressures during the 

twenty-first century? ‘’ 
 

These are some of the questions that urgently require response to ensure sustainable 

management of Mediterranean forest ecosystems in the coming decades.  It is clear that 

only a collective mobilization of all stakeholders involved in the management of forest 

ecosystems will be able to meet these challenges. A strong regional cooperation process is 

an indispensable element in achieving the necessary ''sharing'' of human resources, 

financial resources, genetic resources, and so overcoming the challenge of adapting 

these Mediterranean forest ecosystems to climate change.  
 

BB..  BBaasseelliinnee  aanndd  RRaattiioonnaall  

 

The first “Mediterranean Forests Week” organized in 2010 (Antalya – Turkey) can 

contribute greatly to such mobilization by promoting synergies between different partners 

(researchers, forest administrations, private sector and civil society) for the preparation of a 

strong “position paper’’ to encourage policymakers to mainstream forest policies in their 

territorial planning, as well as strengthening the momentum of regional cooperation 

which is an indispensable element in achieving the necessary ''sharing'' of human 

resources, financial resources, genetic resources..., and so overcoming the challenge of 

adapting Mediterranean forest ecosystems to climate change.  



Mediterranean regional cooperation is not new. Silva Mediterranea committee was 

established in 1911 to reply to the needs for regional cooperation in the forest sector. 

Since 1995, under the Barcelona Process, the European Union has sought to strengthen its 

cooperation policy with southern and eastern Mediterranean countries. This political 

process has led to the creation of regional institutions which are already partners of 

FAO’s Silva Mediterranea such as Blue Plan (to produce prospects analysis on issues of 

sustainable development in the Mediterranean Rim). Several regional institutions (FAO 

Silva Mediterranea, Plan Bleu, CIHEAM, EFIMED...) are working today together in 

order to address main forest issues in the Mediterranean. 
 

In July 2008, several Member States of the European Union, including France and Spain, 

decided to strengthen this Euro-Mediterranean cooperation so as to overcome some points 

of contention. The main idea of the Union for Mediterranean (UfM) is to improve 

operational cooperation through the implementation of projects and programmes on a 

specific number of priorities for the region, such as management of water resources, 

agriculture and rural development, pollution of the Mediterranean Sea, trade etc.... 
 

The Union for the Mediterranean, which encompasses all the European Union countries, 

Albania, Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, 

Mauritania, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Occupied Palestinian Territories, Syria, 

Tunisia and Turkey, is co-chaired since its creation by Egypt and France. In February 

2010, it established a General Secretariat based in Barcelona and a platform for 

coordination of the main donors involved in cooperation programmes in the 

Mediterranean was set up in Marseille in late 2009. 
 

 
 



Since the Summit of Heads of State in July 2008, several Ministerial meetings have also 

been held amongst Foreign Ministers, Ministers of the Environment and another will take 

place shortly amongst Ministers of Agriculture (often in charge of forests in 

Mediterranean countries), with a view to drawing up regional strategies and programmes 

that fully address the challenges of coming decades for the sustainable development of the 

countries bordering the Mediterranean.  

 

In preparation for the next meeting of Agriculture Ministers, scheduled for June 2010 in 

Cairo, it is important to initiate a process of advocacy for greater consideration of forest 

issues in rural development policies in Mediterranean countries. Indeed, at this stage, the 

contribution of forest ecosystems to poverty alleviation, socio-economic development of 

rural areas, food security of local people and the preservation of multiple goods and 

environmental services such as water and soil conservation are not sufficiently taken into 

account in policies for sustainable rural development. The urgent need for research on 

forest ecosystems, synthesized in the Research Agenda for Mediterranean Forests 

prepared under the guidance of EFIMED for the period 2010 - 2020, is not being given 

sufficient attention to ensure that choices made today in the forest sector still positively 

affect our landscapes and the population (our children) in 2050.  

 

CC..      OObbjjeeccttiivveess  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  33  yyeeaarrss::  

  

In this context the Work Plan 2010 – 2012 of the Working Group 6 of Silva Mediterranea 

(Sustainable Financing Mechanism for Mediterranean Forest) is focused on the three 

following priorities: 

 

1) Development of new communication tools in order to enhance visibility of 

Mediterranean Forests in several International Fora particularly in the context of 

the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM); 

2) Improvement of the advocacy strategy for Mediterranean forests particularly in 

the context of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM); 

3) Increasing profitability and implementing innovative economic instruments (PES); 

  
 

� Development of new communication tools in order to enhance visibility of 

Mediterranean Forests in several international fora particularly in the context 

of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) 
 

••  EExxppeecctteedd  oouuttccoommeess::  

o A clear situation of financial resources mobilized for Sustainable 

Management of Mediterranean forests by the partners of Silva 

Mediterranea (Bilateral/Multilateral – Projects/Programmes) ; 

o A Newsletter of Silva Mediterranea (four per year) regularly published 

with special focus on working groups activities (Work Plan 2009-2012); 

o A Mediterranean Forest Week organized every year in a member country 

of Silva Mediterranea with all other regional partners (EFIMED, AIFM, 

Plan Bleu, CIHEAM, WWF MEDPO, IUCN...); 

o A State of the Mediterranean Forest regularly published (every four/five 

years) by FAO Silva Mediterranea and other regional partners like 

EFIMED/Plan Bleu/WWF/IUCN (First SoMF : 2011) ; 

o Participatory evaluation of working groups activities and medium term 

review of work plan 2009-2012 during 2011 ; 



 

••  AAccttiivviittiieess  ::  

o Global evaluation of financial resources affected to the forest sector 

in the Mediterranean (Data base of Project/Programmes/Trust Funds); 

o Silva Mediterranea Newsletter (At least 4 newsletters per year focused 

on  a special issue of the six Silva Mediterranea Working Groups) ; 

o Development and regular update of the Silva Mediterranea Website 

(www.fao.org/foretsry/silvamed/) and working groups pages; 

o Working paper on the State of Mediterranean Forests (with FRA 

2010 data  and other partners’ data before the end of June 2010) ; 

o Full assessment and publication of the first issue of the “ State of 

Mediterranean Forests” before the end of the year 2011 ; 

o Support, with other partners like EFIMED, AIFM, CIHEAM etc... 

for the organisation of a second Mediterranean Forest Week with a 

high level Mediterranean Conference in 2011 ;  

 

� Improvement of the advocacy strategy for Mediterranean forests particularly 

within the framework of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)  
 

••  EExxppeecctteedd  oouuttccoommeess::  

o Position papers/Recommendations concerning Mediterranean 

Forests are available and the importance of Mediterranean Forests 

is recognized in the several International Agenda (UfM, UNFF, 

COFO, UNFCCC, CDB...) and a strategy to support these 

‘’positions papers’’ in several various fora involved in the Union 

for the Mediterranean (national administrations in charge of agriculture and 

forestry, European Commission including its European Neighbourhood Policy 

Instrument (ENPI) and its related members, management authorities and 

working groups, the Blue Plan, General Secretariat of the UfM in Barcelona, 

Donors Platform in Marseille...) is available before the end of 2010 ; 

o Contribution of forest ecosystems to poverty alleviation, socio-

economic development of rural areas, food security of local people 

and the preservation of multiple goods and environmental services 

such as water and soil conservation is taken into account in policies 

for sustainable rural development in Mediterranean countries; 

o Several financial instruments (GEF, WB, EU Programs and budgetary 

lines including European Neighbourhood Policy Instrument...) 

recognized the importance of Mediterranean forest in their strategic 

documents, priorities and different programmes... 

••  AAccttiivviittiieess::  

oo  Advocacy on Mediterranean Forests within the Framework of the 

Union for the Mediterranean (Preparation of a position paper for UfM 

during the first part of 2010);  

o Provision of fundraising support to working groups and partners 
(EC, TCP, bilateral cooperation / GTZ / France / Spain..., Development 

Banks in particular World Bank, etc...) - Workshops for project 

proposals preparation and fundraising for work plan 2009 -2012; 



o Organization / participation to side events during strategic meetings 

of partners (UNCCD, IUFRO, UNFF, COFO, European Forestry 

Commission, Near East Forestry Commission, etc....); 

o Contact with the European Parliament Intergroup on Climate 

Change, Biodiversity and Sustainable Development in particular 

with the subgroup Forestry and the European Bureau for 

Conservation and Development (EBCD). 

 
 

� Increasing profitability and implementing innovative economic instruments (PES) 
 

According to the recommendations of the Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 

adopted in 2009 for the period 2010-2020 (and in the context  of a strong partnership with 

EFIMED and other partners with recognized expertise in the field of Payment for 

Environmental Services and Market Based Instruments) the working group ‘’Sustainable 

Financing Mechanism’’ (WG6) will contribute to the following issues: 

••  KKeeyy  CChhaalllleennggeess  ((TTeexxtt  ffrroomm  MMFFRRAA  22001100  ––  22002200))  
 

o Monetary valuation of Mediterranean forest goods and services; 

o Fostering the provision of valuable non-market forest goods and 

services (including the financing of biodiversity conservation and 

protected areas) by introducing new policies and economic 

instruments (PES and MBI); 

o Analysing and improving the profitability of Mediterranean 

forestry, e.g. by new markets, products and uses (including biomass 

extraction in the context of carbon market : cogeneration); 

o Understanding the motivations and perceptions of forest owners 

and society at large regarding forests and forestry; 

oo  New modes of governance, institutional reforms and integration of 

forest policies within wider rural development policies.  

  

••  EExxppeecctteedd  oouuttccoommeess  ((TTeexxtt  ffrroomm  MMFFRRAA  22001100  ––  22002200))  

oo  FFuullll  rraannggee  ooff  eeccoonnoommiicc  vvaalluueess  ooff  ffoorreesstt  ggooooddss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  ccoosstt  

ooff  pprroovviissiioonn  ffoorr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffoorreesstt  ggooooddss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess;;  

oo  HHaarrmmoonniissaattiioonn  ooff  vvaalluuaattiioonn  aanndd  bbeenneeffiitt  ttrraannssffeerr  mmeetthhooddss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  

ddaattaa  aanndd  pprroocceedduurreess  ffoorr  aaccccoouunnttiinngg  tthhee  nnoonn--mmaarrkkeett  ddiimmeennssiioonn;;  

oo  IInnnnoovvaattiivvee  mmaarrkkeett--bbaasseedd  iinnssttrruummeennttss  ffoorr  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttyyppeess  ooff  

mmaarrkkeett  aanndd  nnoonn--mmaarrkkeett  ffoorreesstt  ggooooddss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess  ((ee..gg..  ssyysstteemmss  ooff  

ppaayymmeennttss  ffoorr  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  sseerrvviicceess,,  aauuccttiioonnss));;  

oo  TToooollss  ffoorr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  sshhaarriinngg  aanndd  ppaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  ddeecciissiioonn  mmaakkiinngg  tthhaatt  

lleeaadd  ttoo  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  ffoorreesstt  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  aanndd  aann  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

ssuuppppllyy  ooff  nneeww  ffoorreesstt  pprroodduuccttss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess;;  

oo  IInntteeggrraatteedd  ffoorreesstt  ppoolliicciieess  aanndd  nneeww  ggoovveerrnnaannccee  aapppprrooaacchheess  ttoo  

iinntteeggrraattee  ffoorreessttrryy  wwiitthhiinn  wwiiddeerr  rruurraall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppoolliicciieess..  



••  AAccttiivviittiieess::  

oo  CCaappiittaalliizzaattiioonn  ooff  ccaasseess  ssttuuddiieess  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  PPEESS//MMBBII,,  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  

ooff  ssuucccceessss  ssttoorriieess  iinn  ootthheerr  rreeggiioonnss  aanndd  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  eexxcchhaannggee  ooff  

eexxppeerriieenncceess  ((ffiieelldd  ttrriippss))  ffoorr  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  ooff  tthhee  MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann;;        

oo  SSuuppppoorrtt  ttoo  tthhee  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  aa  CCoonncceerrtteedd  AAccttiioonn  wwiitthh  EEFFIIMMEEDD  

nneettwwoorrkk  oonn  PPEESS//MMBBII  iinn  tthhee  MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  eennhhaannccee  

rreesseeaarrcchh  ccaappaacciittiieess  aanndd  nneettwwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  tthhiiss  ssuubbjjeecctt  ooff  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  

mmeecchhaanniissmmss  ffoorr  ffiinnaanncciinngg  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  FFoorreesstt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  ((SSFFMM));;  

oo  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  aa  pprroojjeecctt  pprrooppoossaall  dduurriinngg  22001100  ttoo  

ddeevveelloopp  aapppplliieedd  ppiilloott  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinn  tthhee  MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann  ((GGEEFF//FFFFEEMM));;  

  

DD..    IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn    
 

••  33  yyeeaarrss  WWoorrkk  PPllaann,,  mmoonniittoorriinngg  aanndd  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  
 

 

••  DDiiffffuussiioonn  ooff  rreessuullttss::  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  SSiillvvaa  MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaa  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  EEFFIIMMEEDD  

SSiittee  WWeebb  SSiillvvaa  MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaa  aanndd  EEFFIIMMEEDD  

FFoorreesstt  PPaappeerr  UUNNAASSYYLLVVAA  aanndd  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  

SSeemmiinnaarrss//CCoonnffeerreennccee  wwiitthh  ppoolliiccyy  mmaakkeerrss,,  llooccaall  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  aanndd  ffoorreesstt  mmaannaaggeerrss  
  

 

EE..    SSttaakkeehhoollddeerr  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  
 

To be discussed with different partners during the Mediterranean Forest Week in Antalya. 
 

 

FF..  BBuuddggeett  ::  To be defined during 2010  

2009 2010 2011 2012 

Quarters Quarters Quarters Quarters 

 

 

Activities 
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