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Forthcoming FAO events  
October 
Emerging Economic Mechanisms: Implications for Forest-Related Policies and Sector Governance 
Rome, Italy – 05–07 October 2010 
  
November 
Argentina - Forest Sector Investment and Financing Forum 
Buenos Aires, Argentina - 16 November 2010 
  
  

Other forest-related events  
October 
3rd Fire Behavior and Fuels Conference 
Washington, USA – 25–29 October 2010 
  
November 
VI International Conference on Forest Fire Research 
Coimbra, Portugal - 15-18 November 2010 
  
First Serbia Forestry Congress 
Belgrade, Serbia – 11–13 November 2010 
  
December 
Forest Day 4 
Cancun, Mexico – 5 December 2010 
  
  

http://forest-conf-fao.unitus.it/�
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Scholarship opportunities 
Erasmus Mundus – MSc European Forestry scholarships 
MSc EF invites student applications from all over the world. Successful candidates must have a BSc or 
equivalent in forest sciences or related field and have good command of English language. Additional 
points can be earned through motivation and recommendation letters, international experience and 
forestry related work experience. Application deadline for the 2011-2013 study period is December 31st 
2010. 
   
  

New publication from FAO 
Criteria and indicators for sustainable woodfuels 
In many developing countries, woodfuels are still commonly used for household cooking and heating 
and are also important for local processing industries. In many developed countries, wood-processing 
industries often use their wood by-products for energy production. In some countries, notably the 
Nordic countries, forest residues are increasingly used for industrial-scale electricity generation and 
heating. Several developing countries have enormous potential to produce energy from forests and 
trees outside forests, for both domestic use and export. However this potential is not often properly 
reflected in national energy-development strategies. This publication sets out principles, criteria and 
indicators to guide the sustainable use of woodfuel resources and the sustainable production of 
charcoal. It is designed to help policy- and decision-makers in forestry, energy and environment 
agencies, non-governmental and other civil-society organizations and the private sector ensure that the 
woodfuel sector reaches its full potential as an agent of sustainable development. 
  
  

FAO in the news 
Detengamos la deforestación 
Dos millones trescientos sesenta mil hectáreas fueron deforestadas en el período 2000-2007 -una 
extensión equivalente a la del departamento de Cundinamarca-, según reciente informe del Ideam. El 
área deforestada más que se duplicó en la primera década de este siglo en comparación con la década 
de los noventa, al pasar de 118.000 a 295.000 hectáreas anuales promedio. Y el asunto resulta aún más 
alarmante si se toma en cuenta que, de acuerdo con la FAO, la deforestación neta en el mundo 
disminuyó aproximadamente en un 37 por ciento, entre las dos décadas mencionadas. 
  
Ence cede eucaliptos mejorados para un vivero piloto en Etiopía 
El congreso internacional sobre la gestión de plantaciones de eucalipto en Etiopía, organizado por la 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid y el Instituto de Investigación Forestal de Etiopía, bajo el patrocinio 
de Ence, concluyó que el eucalipto no solo es idóneo, sino también necesario para solventar la demanda 
de madera de Etiopía derivada del incesante incremento demográfico de este país. 
  
RDC: vers une politique nationale de gestion forestière 
La République Démocratique du Congo pourrait se doter dans les prochains jours d’un document de 
gestion nationale de ses forêts. 
  
S'adapter à la réalité algérienne 
La directrice de la mise en valeur des terres et de la lutte contre la désertification au ministère de 
l'agriculture et du développement rural, Zahra Ghazi, a souligné la nécessité d'adapter les conclusions de 
l'atelier régional des pays du Maghreb et du Sahel sur la mise en valeur des terres dans les régions 
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arides, à la réalité nationale pour mieux les appliquer en Algérie, dans le cadre des programmes 
nationaux du renouveau rural, du traitement des bassins versants et de la préservation des sols. 
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16 – 30 September 2010 
 
 
Africa 
African countries to set up wildlife research body 
African environment ministers pledged to set up an international research body to study and protect the 
continent's wildlife, aiming to reverse the loss of its biodiversity. 
  
Angola 
La forêt de Mayombe élevée en une zone de conservation environnementale 
Les techniciens du Ministère de l'Environnement réunis en Conseil consultatif dans la province de 
Huambo, au centre du pays, ont approuvé la forêt de Mayombe comme une zone restricte de 
conservation environnementale, comme mode de prévenir la dégradation de sa biodiversité. 
  
Argentina 
Admiten un amparo contra la Ley de Bosques en Chubut 
Los referentes de los pueblos originarios cuestionan la norma porque no los consultaron antes de 
aprobarla en la Legislatura. La juez Claudia Melidoni admitió el reclamo y se inicia así una demanda 
contra el Estado provincial. 
  
Prorrogan plazo para presentar proyectos forestales 
La Secretaría de Agricultura prorrogó el plazo para la presentación de proyectos de planes forestales, 
atendiendo a las peticiones tanto de entidades vinculadas al sector forestal como de los organismos 
competentes de diversas provincias. 
  
Australia 
Receding gums: What ails Australia's iconic trees? 
Picture an Australian landscape and the scene you conjure up will almost certainly be one graced by 
gum trees. Eucalyptus has colonised just about every corner of the country, from the forests that fringe 
the sandy beaches of Australia's southern shores, to the baking heat of the outback. 
  
Bangladesh 
Building green belt in coastal area stressed 
Speakers at a seminar stressed building a green belt in the entire coastal area by planting coconut and 
different other trees for protecting people of the zone from the adverse impacts of cyclone, upsurge and 
other natural calamities. 
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Forest resources up for grabs! 
There is very little that the public can do if those that the state employs to guard its wealth involve 
themselves in plundering the same. Such a case, of what can only be described as daylight robbery, was 
exposed in a report front-paged in this newspaper. It shows the brazen manner in which a social forestry 
project has become the object of unmitigated plundering by the staff of the forest department. 
  
Logging fest 
15,000 trees felled in 6 months on 3 erosion-hit Padma chars; forest department turns blind eye to 
plunder of around Tk 30cr trees. 
  
Bhutan 
BBC cameras capture rare glimpse of mountain tigers 
A British film crew has recorded rare footage of tigers high in the mountains of Bhutan, giving hope to 
conservationists who plan to link Asia's shrinking populations of the big cats. 
  
Lost tiger population discovered in Bhutan mountains 
A "lost" population of tigers has been filmed living in the Himalayas. The discovery has stunned experts, 
as the tigers are living at a higher altitude than any others known and appear to be successfully 
breeding. 
  
Highest living tigers found in Himalayas 
Television footage shot by the BBC's Natural History Unit has provided the first evidence that tigers can 
live and breed at extremely high altitudes. The team filmed the animals, normally found in jungle 
habitats, more than 4,000 metres high in the Himalayas. 
  
Wild tigers filmed in Bhutan mountains 
BBC crew claims footage is first evidence that jungle-dwelling animals can live and breed at high 
altitude, offering hope for conservation. 
  
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 
Bolivia culpa a Brasil por incendios 
Los incendios y el intenso humo que afectan actualmente el territorio boliviano se deben, en gran parte, 
a la “deforestación gigante” que ocurre en el suroeste de Brasil, advirtió ayer el vicepresidente 
boliviano, Álvaro García, informó la AFP. 
  
El 41% del territorio boliviano sufre erosión y desertificación 
El 41 por ciento del suelo boliviano está en proceso de degradación por la erosión y la desertificación. 
Según un experto, estos fenómenos impulsarán una creciente “migración climática” en las regiones más 
afectadas. 
  
Presidente Morales insta a pueblos indígenas a evitar mercantilización de sus tierras 
El presidente boliviano envió una carta a los dirigentes indígenas de su país para que frenen los intentos 
de los países industrializados de mercantilizar la madre tierra con iniciativas como la de Reducción de 
Emisiones por Deforestación y Degradación (REDD) que consiste en la compra de bonos para reducir las 
emisiones de carbono por parte de las compañías. 
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Proyectan elevar multas contra culpables de incendios en Bolivia 
Diputados promueven hoy elevar las multas de 0,20 centavos a 20 dólares estadounidenses por 
hectárea contra los causantes de incendios forestales en Bolivia. El proyecto de Ley de Emergencia 
Forestal prevé también limitar la conversión de bosques, prohibir la quema y desmontes en períodos 
críticos y apoyar a las comunidades asentadas en áreas boscosas. 
  
Refuerzan batida contra culpables de incendios forestales en Bolivia 
Autoridades del Ministerio Público de Bolivia refuerzan la batida contra los culpables de los incendios 
forestales que provocaron pérdidas millonarias, además de daños al ecosistema y a la salud de las 
personas. 
  
Registraron 47.835 incendios en la mayor sequía de Bolivia 
La mayor sequía de los últimos 30 años en Bolivia ha causado más de 47.000 incendios en los últimos 
meses en el territorio nacional y ocasionado problemas de salud entre la población y perjuicio al tráfico 
aéreo, informó ayer una autoridad del Gobierno. 
  
Brazil 
Brasilia lance un plan pour sauver la végétation du Cerrado, savane menacée par l'agriculture extensive 
Le Cerrado est "une forêt amazonienne à l'envers". Au-dessus du sol, une savane avec ses arbres et 
arbustes aux troncs tordus, à l'écorce épaisse, aux petites feuilles dures, qui explosent en fleurs au 
retour du printemps, juste avant les pluies salvatrices. Sous terre, des racines longues et profondes qui 
vont chercher l'eau dans les entrailles d'un sol desséché par le soleil une partie de l'année. Le Cerrado ne 
connaît que deux saisons : la saison sèche et la saison des pluies. 
  
Candidatos brasileños se comprometen con agenda ambiental 
"Para los cuatro candidatos, es un error considerar que la protección de los bosques es un obstáculo al 
agronegocio, como defienden los que apoyaron la reforma'' al código, según un comunicado de las 
organizaciones. 
  
Latinoamérica mira ejemplo de Brasil para combatir deforestación 
La ministra brasileña del Medio Ambiente, Izabella Teixeira, manifestó la voluntad de su país de 
compartir las imágenes satelitales con los países vecinos, además de invitar a autoridades ambientales 
de los países de la región para que conozcan de primera mano el trabajo realizado. 
  
Less smoke, less ire 
Brazil, long the world’s deforester-in-chief, is mending its ways. 
  
Savannah being destroyed by farming 
In its drive to become the world leader in agriculture, Brazil is sacrificing a vast stretch of savannah. 
  
Un incendio quema el 25% del Parque Nacional de Brasilia 
Cerca del 25% de las 42.000 hectáreas del Parque Nacional de Brasilia han sido consumidas por un 
incendio forestal que comenzó el domingo, informaron fuentes oficiales. 
  
Un respiro para la selva 
Lula llega a las elecciones presidenciales con buenas cifras de conservación del bosque amazónico. 
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"Verás que la luna por la noche es roja" 
San Francisco de las Llagas o el viaje a un paisaje condenado de la Amazonia. 
  
Cambodia 
"El comercio ilegal de madera de lujo arrasa la selva camboyana" 
Contesta al otro lado del teléfono agotado tras un arduo día de inventario "árbol por árbol" en la 
húmeda y calurosa selva camboyana. Más de la mitad de este pequeño y desconocido país asiático está 
cubierto por bosques sobre los que pende la amenaza de la deforestación. Y Brais ayuda a combatirla 
dentro de un proyecto de cooperación financiado por el Gobierno español. 
  
Canada 
The great bear and the big snap 
Can a bunch of green snappers save the Great Bear? The International League of Conservation 
Photographers hopes so. For a few weeks now, its snappers have been deploying themselves across 
Canada's Great Bear Rainforest, documenting its wild nature and the people who live in, and sometimes 
off, the forest. 
  
Chile 
Chilean Patagonia and the way of life under threat by dams 
The Aysén region of Chilean Patagonia is threatened by a plan to build five dams on the Baker and the 
Pascua rivers – two of the wildest in the world. The Rapid Assessment Visual Expedition (Rave), an 
initiative of the International League of Conservation Photographers (ILCP), was set up to address the 
challenges of modern conservation, and it visited the area in February this year to assess what impact 
the dams would have on the surrounding area and its way of life. 
  
China 
China's great green wall grows in climate fight 
China is speeding ahead with its massive tree-planting project to combat climate change - but questions 
still remain over the great green wall's effectiveness. 
  
Chinese alligators on the brink 
An estimated 120 Chinese alligators are thought to be left in the wild because of wetlands reclamation 
since the 1950s. 
  
Chinese vice premier calls more afforestation efforts to build greener China 
Chinese Vice Premier Hui Liangyu called for increased efforts to push forward the nation's afforestation, 
in a bid to build a greener country. 
  
Colombia 
Bosques, cultivos ilícitos y minería ilegal 
El aprovechamiento de los bosques que hacen parte de la reserva forestal es impulsada por varias 
entidades, pese a las bandas criminales y la minería ilegal que dañan el ambiente. 
  
Colombia comenzó a rastrear a un grupo de ranas que no se ven desde hace más de una década 
Los estudios se concentran en Valle, Antioquia y Boyacá. Los anfibios están en situación crítica, por la 
deforestación. 
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Deforestación de Amazonía podría dejar sin agua a Bogotá 
El biólogo inglés Peter Bunyard, experto en cambio climático y en la Amazonía, advirtió sobre los 
impactos de la deforestación en la cuenca de este río, alguna vez el más caudaloso del mundo, en 
relación con el suministro de agua en ciudades colombianas como Bogotá. 
  
El mercado de biodiversidad 
No pocos piensan que evitar la deforestación es impedir la liberación de carbono a la atmósfera. Una 
forma efectiva de mitigar el cambio climático. Pero es sólo una arista de las múltiples caras de la 
conservación. Preservar el bosque es otra forma de preservar la biodiversidad. 
  
Save the planet – a message from another world 
The first member of a remote Colombian tribe ever to set foot in Britain brings a stark ecological 
warning. 
  
When a drug battle spells extinction 
The drug trade and other domestic strife are wreaking havoc on Colombia’s dwindling population of 
indigenous peoples while also threatening the integrity of the country’s biologically diverse forests, the 
United Nations High Council on Refugees reported this week. 
  
Costa Rica 
Invertir en energías limpias podría disminuir la pobreza Informe destaca acciones de Costa Rica 
Invertir en áreas como energía limpia, transporte sustentable, bosques y modos de agricultura 
amigables con el ambiente, podría contribuir a lograr el Objetivo de Desarrollo del Milenio de reducir la 
pobreza en el mundo. 
  
Côte d'Ivoire 
Lutte contre la déforestation : Karim Fadiga veut reboiser toutes les villes 
Le ministre de l’Environnement, des eaux et forêts, a un nouveau rêve pour la Côte d’Ivoire. Karim 
Fadiga veut reboiser 12 à 15.000 hectares de terre par an. 
  
Cuba 
La deforestación de cara a la Cumbre Climática de Cancún 
A las puertas de la Cumbre Climática de Cancún, la deforestación sigue siendo un grave problema al que 
se enfrenta la humanidad por ser uno de los factores causantes del calentamiento global. 
  
Cyprus 
Prepare for a hotter, drier Mediterranean 
Many people in Cyprus feel that we are already seeing a lot of changes in our climate. Higher 
temperatures and more notably decreased rainfall have caused many changes in the economy and 
government policies. An increase in the number of hot weather days combined with decreased rainfall 
will increase the risk of forest fires and push the area faster towards desertification. 
  
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Congo among nations advancing on forest carbon 
Nations including Democratic Republic of Congo are making surprise progress toward taking part in a 
$200 million project for slowing deforestation from late 2010, World Bank experts said. 
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Dominican Republic 
Continúa tala en sierra de Yamasá 
Pese a los alegados controles y medidas de vigilancia puestos en marcha por el Ministerio de Medio 
Ambiente, los depredadores haitianos y dominicanos continúan destruyendo la vegetación en la Sierra 
de Yamasá. 
  
R. Dominicana lanza campaña de reforestación 
El gobierno de la República Dominicana anunció una jornada masiva de siembra de árboles en todo el 
territorio nacional el próximo mes, como medida para detener la deforestación en áreas vitales de esta 
nación caribeña. 
  
Ecuador 
Deep in Ecuador's rainforest, a plan to forego an oil bonanza 
Ecuador's Yasuni National Park is one of the most biodiverse places on Earth and is home to remote 
Indian tribes. It also sits atop a billion barrels of oil. Now, Ecuador and the United Nations are forging an 
ambitious plan to walk away from drilling in the park in exchange for payments from the international 
community. 
  
Ecuador looks to its own people in the battle against climate change 
Ecuador's indigenous peoples are proactive in adapting society to deal with global warming, effectively 
guiding the government. 
  
Ecuador recluta a habitantes de los bosques como agentes de conservación 
Vincular la deforestación con los habitantes de los bosques ha sido tan común como relacionarla con la 
pobreza, pero Ecuador cree que en el tema de la tala de árboles y sus consecuencias, el ser humano no 
es el problema sino la solución. 
  
Glacial retreat: Ecuador's ticking environmental timebomb 
Cayambe's receding ice mass highlights how global warming could leave some of the world's poorest 
people without water. 
  
Oil: Can Ecuador see past the black stuff? 
A revolutionary plan to leave Ecuador's abundant oil in the ground could show the world just what's 
possible. 
  
Socio Bosque trabaja a favor de una efectiva conservación en Ecuador 
La Iniciativa Socio Bosque, emblemática del Ministerio del Ambiente, a través de su titular, Max Lascano 
Vaca, ratificó su labor en favor de la conservación de la cobertura vegetal nativa en Ecuador. 
  
Ethiopia 
Controversia por deforestación y desarrollo 
Agricultores, científicos y ambientalistas mantienen en Etiopía un apasionado debate entre conservación 
y desarrollo, entre una agricultura que comienza a salir de la cultura de la subsistencia y una naturaleza 
cada vez más afectada por la presión demográfica. 
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Etiopía debate entre la deforestación y el desarrollo mas allá de la subsistencia 
Agricultores, científicos y ambientalistas mantienen en Etiopía un apasionado debate entre conservación 
y desarrollo, entre una agricultura que comienza a salir de la cultura de la subsistencia y una naturaleza 
cada vez más afectada por la presión demográfica. 
  
France 
Les Français consomment trop d'huile de palme, et sans le savoir 
L'huile de palme, accusée d'être du mauvais gras et à l'origine de déforestation massive, est en passe de 
devenir l'ennemi numéro un en alimentation, au point d'être cachée par la plupart des industriels de 
l'agroalimentaire, et bannie par d'autres. 
  
Un comité demande le statut de parc national pour la forêt de Fontainebleau 
Un comité d'élus, scientifiques et usagers souhaite que la forêt de Fontainebleau (Seine-et-Marne) 
obtienne le statut de parc national, qui permettrait de "valoriser une des forêts les plus riches de France 
en terme de biodiversité", a expliqué à l'AFP le maire de la ville. 
  
Ghana 
Canadian government funds 7.4 million dollars environmental Project 
The Canadian Government through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), is to spend 
7.4 million dollars to fund a five-year Ghana Environmental Management Project (GEMP) in the three 
Northern Regions. 
  
Guatemala 
La Monja Blanca ¿extinta en los bosques? 
Aunque la suposición es prematura, algunos estudiosos de orquídeas aseguran no encontrarla en Alta 
Verapaz, Quiché ni en la frontera con Chiapas, México. 
  
Guinea-Bissau 
Bush-meat fuelling secretive trade in Guinea-Bissau's primates 
Logging, mining and agriculture are opening up Guinea-Bissau's once intact forests to the ravages of the 
bush-meat trade, an Ecologist investigation finds. 
  
Corruption and deforestation fuel horrific trade in primates 
In a remarkable - and harrowing - dispatch from Guinea-Bissau, Dawn Starin reveals how growing 
demand for bush-meat is emptying the country’s forests of some of its most enigmatic monkey species, 
and meets those profiting from the devastating trade 
  
Honduras 
Hogar del Colibrí Esmeralda: Sigue destrucción del bosque muy seco tropical del Aguán 
En 1950 se calculaban unas 30,000 hectáreas de este bosque muy seco tropical ( BMST).La evaluación 
ecológica rápida efectuada por Pilar Thorn, Paul House y Dora Eliza Pérez revelo solamente unas 9,000 
en buenas condiciones.En la actualidad hay unas 4 mil, el resto ha sido cortado para dar espacio a 
potreros para lecherías, cultivos de plátano, camote, etc., Esto, sin incluir el BMST ubicado en la única 
área protegida en el país para el Esmeralda Hondureño que se calcula en unas 700 hectáreas con hábitat 
en excelentes condiciones.El resto de la reserva es bosque seco tropical y bosque de pino encino. 
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India 
Cabinet still divided on forest notification 
The State Cabinet is understood to have once again deferred the notification of about 17,000 acres of 
forests near Munnar as reserve despite pressure from the Centre and strong recommendation by a high-
level committee set up by the State government. 
  
Forest dept to be modernized, says Filipe Neri 
Minister for forests Filipe Neri Rodrigues presented 30 motorcycles and helmets to field personnel of 
the forest department at Panaji in a bid to enhance mobility for protection of forests and for 
conservation of wildlife. 
  
Greenpeace acusa a India de doble rasero en castigo medioambiental a empresas 
La organización ecologista Greenpeace acusó al Gobierno indio de "doble rasero" a la hora de castigar 
las violaciones de las leyes medioambientales del país según si las empresas son indias o extranjeras. 
  
Indian train kills elephants trying to protect young 
Outrage from wildlife activists as speeding freight train strikes herd of elephants in West Bengal forest. 
  
'Pollination crisis' hitting India's vegetable farmers 
Falling vegetable yields could have a detrimental impact on people's diets, Indian researchers warn 
A decline in pollinating insects in India is resulting in reduced vegetable yields and could limit people's 
access to a nutritional diet, a study warns. 
  
Indonesia 
Activists call for presidential ban on deforestation 
Environmental activists have called on the government to abandon its business-as-usual approach to 
granting forestry concessions and suggested an action plan to implement a moratorium on new 
concessions. 
  
Deforestation enriches a few while millions pay the price 
Indonesia has one of the highest rates of deforestation in the world, and the loss of government 
revenue associated with illegal deforestation has been estimated at $100 million in East Kalimantan 
alone. 
  
Government to boost voluntary deals 
Forestry Minister Zulkifli Hasan said he saw no promising future for any deal regarding REDD ahead of 
the upcoming climate talks in Mexico, prompting his office to aim to forge voluntary pacts with rich 
nations. 
  
It’s a jungle out there, in the forest 
About 650 tribal men and women, many dressed in traditional gear and in full regalia, descended in 
boats from the upper reaches of a jungle river. They were heading for the district capital, armed not 
with spears or arrows, but with banners, replete with messages of protest, an unnerving mix of 
desperation, anger and determination on their faces. 
  
Sinar Mas hopes to show public it “cares” about environment 
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The Forestry Ministry is joining forces with private companies to support the government’s forest 
preservation program as it strives to achieve Indonesia’s pledge to reduce its emissions by 26 percent by 
2020. 
  
Sustainable palm oil body censures Indonesia's PT SMART 
An industry body for sustainable palm oil has made its first public censure of a member, saying 
Indonesia's PT SMART Tbk breached its principles and may face sanctions, and also ticked off the firm's 
parent. 
  
Japan 
Amid lax rules, Hong Kong money buys forest in Hokkaido 
Toward the end of August, I made my way to the Hokkaido town of Kutchan, about a three-hour drive 
from Sapporo. Passing by fields of corn and potatoes, I reached my goal: a forest spread out between 
Mount Yoteizan, also known as Ezo Fuji, and Mount Niseko Annupuri. This forest was a topic of 
discussion in the June session of the Hokkaido assembly. 
  
Kenya 
Camera spots 'new species' of elephant shrew 
A mystery animal with a long snout has been spotted in Africa, which scientists say could be a 
completely new species of giant elephant shrew. 
  
New species of giant elephant shrew discovered? 
Sporting dark red thighs and a black behind, a two-foot-long (0.6-meter-long) elephant shrew recently 
spotted in Kenya may be a new species, scientists say. 
  
Scientists trumpet new elephant shrew species 
Elephant shrew weighing 600g caught in remote north-east Kenyan rainforest. 
  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
'Asian unicorn' dies after capture in Laos 
Rare saola caught by villagers and shown to conservationists was thought to be one of only a few 
hundred left in the wild. 
  
Rare antelope-like mammal caught in Asia 
An extremely rare animal known as the "Asian unicorn" - in spite of having two horns - has been caught 
by villagers in Laos. 
  
Madagascar 
Gigantic spider's web discovered in Madagascar 
A newly discovered species of spider living in Madagascar makes the world's longest known web, 
spanning 25m. 
  
Malawi 
Malawi losing $191 mln a year from resources 
Soil erosion, overfishing and deforestation come at a hefty cost for one of the world's poorest countries, 
which is heavily dependent on its natural resources. 
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Malaysia 
Confab on forest and climate change to be held in Nov 
A two-day international conference is to be held in November to bring about greater awareness to 
various parties on the crucial role of reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD). 
  
Elderly Malaysian rhino enlisted in breeding attempt 
Malaysian wildlife officials on Borneo island said they will try to artificially inseminate an elderly female 
rhinoceros in a bid to revive one of the world's most endangered species. 
  
Mexico 
Deforestación influye en tragedia de Oaxaca 
Tras las fuertes lluvias provocadas por ‘‘Matthew’’ en Oaxaca, se complica la llegada de ayuda hacia las 
zonas afectadas 
  
¿Pagar por no deforestar? 
El 26 de agosto, el empresario ambiental Gabriel Quadri publicó en El Economista un artículo donde 
reflexionaba sobre la deforestación en México, haciendo una apología del pago del costo de 
oportunidad por “no tocar” al bosque y sugiriendo, con una referencia al “estado de naturaleza” de 
Hobbes, que la solución estaba condicionada por la situación de Estado fallido de nuestro país. Al tratar 
así al problema, minimiza la importancia de la gestión comunitaria de los bosques y menosprecia el uso 
sustentable de los recursos forestales como factores de conservación y desarrollo. 
  
¿Por qué los desgajamientos en cerros? 
Elena Centeno, directora del Instituto de Geología de la UNAM, explica que la deforestación favorece 
deslaves. Los casos recientes de Oaxaca, Chiapas y Edomex podrían estar asociados a este fenómeno. 
  
REDD++ y pueblos indígenas 
El gobierno mexicano promoverá el Programa de Reducción de Emisiones por Deforestación y 
Degradación de los Bosques (REDD), en la 16 Conferencia de las Partes del Convenio Marco de Naciones 
Unidas para el Cambio Climático (COP16), que se realizará en Cancún a finales de noviembre y principios 
de diciembre. 
  
Se ataca la deforestación con mil millones de dólares anuales; se requieren 33 mil 
Al combate de la deforestación y degradación de bosques que genera 17.4 por ciento de las emisiones 
de gases de efecto invernadero – una de las tres principales causas del cambio climático–, sólo se le 
destinan mil millones de dólares anuales, cuando se requieren entre 17 y 33 mil millones de dólares 
para llegar a bajarlas en 50 por ciento en el 2030, respecto de 1990. 
  
Nepal 
Experts call for global support for Nepal's mountain initiative 
Experts have pointed out the need for the greater global support and partnership to protect the 
mountain ecosystems and their services from the growing impact of climate and associated global 
changes. 
  
Worst deforestation in three decades! 
Money does grow on trees... That’s what a House committee report has surmised after conducting a 
field study on deforestation and rampant corruption in the forest sector. The parliamentary Committee 
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on Natural Resources and Means report claims that last year country saw the worst deforestation in 30 
years. 
  
New Zealand 
Rule changes cut wilding tree onus 
Last minute changes to deforestation rules under the emissions trading scheme have made wilding tree 
management possible, say Environment Southland. 
  
Nigeria 
Oil politics: to stop the Sahara 
The desert is not an organism that spread its tentacles to swallow up land and objects in its path. This is 
the image we generally have of the desert when we speak of the advance or spreading of the Sahara 
Desert. The process by which an area becomes a desert is known as desertification. This process can 
happen in an area that is not contiguous to an existing desert. In other words, an area that is not close 
to an existing desert can become one through the process of desertification. 
  
Pakistan 
Afridi stresses on utilisation of country’s natural resources 
Federal Minster for Environment Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi has said that Pakistan is a diverse country with 
rich natural resources; however these resources are under a heavy pressure due to several socio-
economic factors. He also said that Pakistan being signatory to the UNFCC has committed itself to global 
commitments regarding climate change. He further said that Pakistan is utilising all possible resources to 
conserve and manage natural resources and face the challenges of global warming and climate change. 
  
IUCN, Barclays ink accord on mangrove conservation 
IUCN and Barclays Bank PLC signed an agreement. Under the agreement IUCN Pakistan will raise a 
mangroves plantation of over 25 hectares along the Karachi coast. The area selected for plantation is 
densely populated and highly degraded. 
  
Panama 
Panamá, vulnerable a los desastres naturales por la falta de control del crecimiento 
La falta de un control de crecimiento mantienen a Panamá en una situación de vulnerabilidad ante los 
desastres naturales, según el informe de Indicadores de Seguimiento de la Iniciativa Latinoamericana y 
Caribeña para el Desarrollo Sostenible, presentado hoy por las autoridades panameñas. El trabajo 
identifica también como uno de los problemas ambientales fundamentales de este país 
centroamericano la pérdida de superficie boscosa a causa de la deforestación. 
  
Panama's tropical paradise a 'hub of biodiversity' 
A hotbed of biodiversity, Panama's tropical habitats are home to some of the most diverse and exotic 
species of plants and animals on Earth. Covering almost half the country's land surface are immense 
tracks of rainforests, mangrove wetlands and mountain cloud forests. 
  
Paraguay 
Deforestación cero peligra U$S 200 millones en inversiones 
Más de 200 millones de dólares en nuevas inversiones en la zona del Chaco Central estarían en riesgo, 
en el caso de que el proyecto de ley de la Reserva de la Biósfera del Chaco sea ejecutado, según sostuvo 
el presidente de la Federación de Cooperativas de Producción (Fecoprod), Gustav Sawatzky. 
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Jefes ayoreos piden que se protejan sus tierras para preservar a sus familias 
Líderes de la tribu ayoreo-totobiegosode del oeste de Paraguay han pedido que se protejan sus tierras 
de las explotaciones ganaderas que las están destruyendo para poder así salvar a sus parientes que 
continúan escondidos en esos bosques, informó hoy la organización no gubernamental Survival. 
  
Las plantaciones de Soja deforestan la selva en Paraguay 
Los campesinos del Bosque Atlántico del Alto Paraná americano viven sus días con temor observando la 
deforestación a la que se ven sometidos los bosques de su país, Paraguay, amenazado por el cultivo 
masivo de la planta de la soja que va diezmando árbol a árbol la selva paraguaya. 
  
Paraguay resiste una sequía que puede prolongarse hasta el 2012 
Debido a la deforestación y la actual presencia del fenómeno climatológico de “La Niña”, en Paraguay 
30.000 familias nativas fueron afectadas por una extrema sequía desde abril. Según Gladys Cardozo, 
Ministro de la Secretaría de Emergencia Nacional (SEN), afirmó que existen un total de 600 comunidades 
del Chaco, Paraguay,  afligidas por este fenómeno y por la escasez de agua. 
  
Peru 
Cuatro días ardió cumbre de santuario nacional del Ampay 
Más de 80 hectáreas de pajonales altoandinos fueron devorados por el fuego durante cuatro 
interminables días en la cumbre del santuario nacional del Ampay, en el sector conocido como 
"Guerreana". 
  
Have the climate wars begun? 
The whole region of Espinar, in Peru, is outraged about the proposed irrigation scheme that will deprive 
them of water. 
  
Por la conservación de nuestros bosques 
Frente a la comunidad internacional, el presidente Alan García ha puesto sobre la mesa el debate del 
cambio climático o calentamiento global y ha manifestado, además, el compromiso de conservar 
incólumes 54 millones de hectáreas de bosques peruanos. 
  
Philippines 
DENR to update national forest policy 
The Philippine government and the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) have signed an agreement for 
the implementation of a project that would modernize the country’s forest policy. In an interview, 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Ramon Paje said the $3.73-million 
national forest policy modernization project is needed to make it more relevant for climate protection. 
  
Russian Federation 
Putin asegura que la superficie quemada este año es menor que en 2008 y 2009 
El primer ministro ruso, Vladímir Putin, aseguró que la superficie quemada este año en incendios 
forestales es menor que en 2008 y 2009, pero que éstos se cebaron en las regiones más pobladas del 
país. 
  
Russie: des feux de forêt reprennent près du lac Baïkal 
Des dizaines de foyers d'incendies de forêt ont repris en Russie, notamment près du lac Baïkal (Sibérie), 
après les feux qui ont ravagé plus d'un million d'hectares cet été, ont indiqué les autorités. 
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The battle to save Russia's Pavlovsk seed bank 
Scientists and conservationists are waging an international campaign to save Russian botanist Nikolai 
Vavilov's Pavlovsk seed bank from being turned over to housing developers. 
  
Vinci says undeterred by Russian environmentalists 
France's Vinci, the world's largest construction group, said it was undeterred by environmental 
protesters who forced President Dmitry Medvedev to suspend its $1 billion project in Russia. 
  
Spain 
Aprobados 24,4 millones euros para paliar daños por incendios forestales 
El Consejo de Ministros ha autorizado la concesión de varios créditos extraordinarios en el presupuesto 
del Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino (MARM), por un importe total de 24.449.707 
euros, con cargo al Fondo de Contingencia, para paliar los daños producidos por los incendios forestales 
y otras catástrofes naturales ocurridas en varias Comunidades Autónomas. 
  
Cuestionada la plantación intensiva de coníferas en la sierra de O Courel 
Una plantación "tan intensiva" de coníferas como la que se está realizando en la sierra lucense de O 
Courel "anula por completo" la capacidad de conservar los valores biológicos del territorio y resulta 
"poco razonable" para un territorio que goza de la declaración de Red Natura 2000. 
  
Declarada la prevalencia interés minero sobre forestal para cantera El Puntal 
El Consejo de Gobierno ha declarado la prevalencia del interés minero sobre el forestal de una superficie 
de 70 hectáreas del monte público La Sierra, propiedad del municipio malagueño de Coín, con el fin de 
permitir el mantenimiento de la actividad de la cantera denominada El Puntal. 
  
Denuncian a la Junta por no impedir la destrucción del parque de Grazalema 
Ecologistas en Acción ha presentado una denuncia ante el Defensor del Pueblo Andaluz, José Chamizo, 
contra la Consejería de Medio Ambiente "por la total inacción de este organismo ante la destrucción de 
bosques y paisajes protegidos en el parque natural Sierra de Grazalema debido a la construcción de unas 
pistas forestales ilegales". 
  
El 79% incendios en Andalucía han ocurrido superficies menores una hectárea 
El 79,2 por ciento de los incendios registrados en Andalucía desde el 1 de enero hasta el 23 de 
septiembre de 2010 han ocurrido en superficies menores de una hectáreas, que en un 89 por ciento se 
ha correspondido con suelos de matorral. 
  
Empresarios andaluces dicen que el plan llega tarde y con menos empleo del anunciado 
La Asociación de Empresas Forestales y Paisajísticas de Andalucía ha criticado que el plan forestal de 
2.444 millones anunciado por la Junta hasta 2015 llega tarde, supone un recorte de 1.800 millones de lo 
inicialmente previsto y generará 4,7 millones de jornales, no los 19 millones anunciados. 
  
Ence asegura que su actividad forestal en Galicia genera 4.010 empleos 
La actividad forestal de Ence en Galicia genera 4.010 empleos y unas rentas de 91 millones de euros a 
los propietarios de bosque, además de a los silvicultores, taladores y transportistas subcontratados por 
estos, según indica la compañía en un comunicado. 
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Experto confirma la presencia de osos en O Courel 
Las huellas que se encontraron en los últimos meses en la sierra lucense de O Courel son "una clara 
indicación" de que el oso pardo anda por esta zona de la alta montaña, aunque se desconocen los datos 
sobre temporalidad de las estancias, número de plantígrados o edad de los mismos. 
  
Gestión de biomasa forestal permitiría reducir incendios un 70%, según Ence 
La gestión de la biomasa forestal permitiría reducir el riesgo de incendios en un 70 por ciento y generar 
nueve empleos inducidos por cada megavatio instalado, según un informe del Grupo Empresarial Ence. 
  
Gobierno destina 1,2 millones para reforestar áreas del incendio San Gregorio 
El Consejo de Ministros ha autorizado la concesión de 1.200.000 euros para el plan de reforestación de 
la zona afectada por el incendio de San Gregorio ocurrido en 2009. 
  
Gobierno valenciano cifra en 15 millones € los daños causados por incendios 
El Gobierno valenciano ha cifrado en 15 millones de euros los daños que han supuesto los incendios 
forestales de la Comunidad Valenciana de inicio de septiembre, en los que ardieron 5.277 hectáreas, y 
ha reclamado que el Ejecutivo central sufrague el 50 por ciento de esa cantidad. 
  
La Diputación aprueba la creación de siete reservas forestales en Girona 
El pleno de la Diputación de Girona ha aprobado hoy siete convenios para la creación de nuevas 
reservas forestales en la provincia de Girona para preservar la biodiversidad de los bosques maduros. 
  
La endogamia amenaza los bosques ibéricos 
El sistema de reforestación no fomenta la diversidad genética de los árboles. 
  
Plantaciones de eucalipto en Huelva capturan veinte toneladas de CO2 al año 
Las plantaciones de "eucaliptus globulus", la especie mayoritaria en Huelva, capturan veinte toneladas 
de CO2 por hectárea al año en esta provincia y con sólo 0,06 hectáreas se pueden "compensar" las 
emisiones de dióxido de un turismo. 
  
Uganda 
Animal populations surge in Ugandan national parks 
The number of animals in Uganda's national parks and game reserves has soared over the past decade, 
the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) says. 
  
United Kingdom 
Britain must act now to save wildlife habitats: study 
Britain needs to spend up to one billion pounds a year to protect fragile English wildlife habitats from 
climate change, intensive farming and population growth, a government-backed report said. 
  
Coalition drops further green pledges on timber and renewables 
Government has reneged on pre-election promises to tackle illegally logged timber imports and reward 
green energy 'pioneers'. 
  
England's protected habitats 'failing wildlife' 
England's protected wild areas are too fragmented and fail to offer species long-term security, a review 
has concluded. 
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England's wildlife areas are failing species, finds government review 
Report recommends 12 huge eco-zones to help nature reserves, national parks and protected areas, and 
stem extinction. 
  
Review of wildlife sites calls for £1 billion investment 
England will lose much of its most well-loved plants and animals unless the Government spends up to £1 
billion a year on protecting nature, a new report has warned. 
  
Thirty years of migration – a million miles on the wing 
From now on it will be known as the million-mile bird: an Arctic tern which has been migrating between 
northern England and the Antarctic every year for the last three decades. 
  
UK public unaware they could be contributing to illegal logging - WWF 
Many consumers mistakenly think that wood and paper products sold in the UK are not sourced from 
illegally logged timber linked to deforestation. 
  
Welsh assembly unveils revised badger cull plans 
Assembly says it can overcome an appeal court verdict that halted the cull by meeting tests that prove 
'destruction' of badgers is necessary. 
  
United Republic of Tanzania 
Scientists urge rethink of Serengeti road plans 
A group of scientists has appealed against a road planned in Tanzania's Serengeti National Park, saying it 
would cause an environmental disaster. 
  
Serengeti wildebeest spectacle under threat from development 
Plans for a new road that would cause the Serengeti ecosystem to 'collapse' is attracting international 
concern. 
  
Tanzania project first to earn VCS forest credits 
A Tanzanian reforestation project has become the first forestry investment to be issued carbon offsets 
under an industry-backed standard that assures investors the emission reductions are credible and long-
term. 
  
Tanzania's Kikwete renews promise on Serengeti road 
Tanzania's president said construction of a controversial two-lane road through the UN-listed Serengeti 
national park will go ahead as it will not disturb the ecosystem. 
  
Wildebeest migration spectacle under threat from planned road 
Africa's largest wildlife migration – the annual loop of 2 million wildebeest across the Serengeti and 
Masai Mara reserves – is under threat from plans to build a major road across the Serengeti national 
park. Millions of animals, including antelope, zebra and gazelle, join the wildebeest in this spectacular 
trek across the savannah, to follow the rain and grass. 
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United States of America 
2010 gives West a respite from fire — so far 
You can’t say this loudly or it could jinx things. But the West has suffered far fewer wildfires than usual 
this year. The spring and summer of peace came precisely 100 years after the most vicious wildfires ever 
recorded in the West burned three million acres, destroying five towns in a single weekend 
  
Climate change blueprint for U.S. wildlife 
Identifying threatened species and mapping life-or-death changes in snow pack, soil moisture and 
stream temperatures. 
  
Developing nations to get clean-burning stoves 
Nearly three billion people in the developing world cook their meals on primitive indoor stoves fueled by 
crop waste, wood, coal and dung. Every year, according to the United Nations, smoke from these stoves 
kills 1.9 million people, mostly women and children, from lung and heart diseases and low birth weight. 
  
Drug-filled mice airdropped over Guam to kill snakes 
Dead mice packed with drugs were recently airdropped into Guam's dense jungle canopy—part of a new 
effort to kill an invasive species of snake on the U.S. Pacific island territory. 
  
Flooding farms on purpose—for the birds 
In response to the BP oil spill, U.S. farmers are flooding fields to create untainted wetland stopovers for 
migrating birds. 
  
Forestry hotshots help clear downed trees 
The Cherokee Hotshots, an elite forestry crew, came to New York City to clear the debris from two 
tornadoes. 
  
Global bid to tackle cooking smoke 
The US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has announced a global partnership to tackle the scourge of 
toxic smoke from indoor cooking fires. 
  
How Hillary Clinton's clean stoves will help African women 
Poorly ventilated small fires are claiming millions of lives – as wood for them wrecks the environment. 
  
Hybrid panthers helping rare cat rebound in Florida 
Breeding rare Florida panthers with Texas cougars created tough hybrids that one scientist calls the 
Arnold Schwarzeneggers of cougars. 
  
In search of the grizzly (if any are left) 
Experts say only a handful of grizzlies may remain in the North Cascades despite a federal program to 
protect them. 
  
Mysteries that howl and hunt 
Despite coyotes’ growing urban presence, we have trouble understanding them, counting them — even 
defining them. 
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Old trees may soon meet their match 
Bristlecone pines, which live in extreme conditions about two miles above sea level, are being 
challenged by a fungus and the native pine bark beetle. 
  
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 
Deforestación en las cuencas de ríos dificulta el abastecimiento del agua 
El grado de deterioro que presentan las cuencas de los ríos, origina que cualquier lluvia que caiga en la 
zona genere el desplazamiento de desechos y sedimentos debido a la falta de protección vegetal en la 
parte alta de los ríos y quebradas de la entidad. 
  
Viet Nam 
Ivory trade could make Vietnam's elephants extinct within a decade 
Country's wild Asian elephant population further endangered as rich get a taste for home-produced 
ivory. 
  
Yemen 
Water crisis in Yemen 
Photojournalist Matilde Gattoni went into Yemen undercover to report on the current water crisis and 
the burden it places on women. Yemen's population is expected to double by 2035. The wells of the 
capital, Sana'a, are expected to dry out by 2015, partly due to illegal drilling to water qat plantations. 
  
Zambia 
Electricity price hikes set to fuel Zambia deforestation 
More of Zambia's forests are likely to be cut down for charcoal after the country's energy watchdog 
allowed national energy company Zesco to hike electricity prices for domestic consumers by around 40 
percent in August. 
  
World 
Better REDD than dead 
Tropical forests’ best hope. 
  
Biodiversity nears 'point of no return' 
The decline in the world's biodiversity is approaching a point of no return, warns Hilary Benn. In this 
week's Green Room, the UK's environment secretary urges the international community to seize the 
chance to act before it is too late. 
  
Chernobyl plant life endures radioactivity 
Scientists have uncovered mechanisms that allow plants to thrive in highly radioactive environments like 
Chernobyl. 
  
Courgettes, judo throws and bear attacks on humans 
I'm glad it's not just me who loves stories about encounters between bears and humans. As I write, at 
least 541 news sources around the world including The Guardian and the BBC have picked up the story 
of a Montana woman throwing a courgette (aka a zucchini) at a bear she encountered in her house. 
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Des chercheurs allemands découvrent une nouvelle espèce de gibbons à crête 
Des primatologues allemands ont annoncé avoir découvert une nouvelle espèce de gibbons 
reconnaissables à leur chant et vivant dans les forêts tropicales entre le Vietnam, le Laos et le 
Cambodge. 
  
Destacan la necesidad de preservar la biodiversidad como lucha contra la pobreza 
Los países de la ONU destacaron la necesidad de preservar la biodiversidad como una manera de luchar 
contra la pobreza, durante una reunión celebrada por la Asamblea General del organismo multilateral. 
  
Does mammoth ivory make ethical jewellery? 
The tusks from long-dead mammoths are being presented as a more sustainable alternative to elephant 
ivory. 
  
Farewell to the unicorn 
The endangered saola, one of the world’s rarest mammals, is not well acquainted with the world’s 
scientists. They didn’t know it existed until 1992, and by then it was nearly post-date. 
  
Fifth of world's plant species 'at risk of extinction' 
More than a fifth of the world's plant species are under threat of extinction, a global assessment reveals. 
  
Fifth of world's plants endangered: global study 
One in five of the world's 380,000 plant species is threatened with extinction and human activity is doing 
most of the damage, according to a global study. 
  
Forest deals push forward as climate talks lag 
With progress towards a U.N. climate deal lagging, financial institutions, donors and tropical forest 
countries are moving rapidly to set up their own systems to pay forest nations to preserve their trees as 
a means of curbing carbon emissions. 
  
Forestry gains momentum in voluntary carbon market 
Voluntary carbon market players could increase demand for carbon credits from the forestry sector 
after the first forestry investment was issued credits under an industry-backed standard. 
  
From tree choppers to tree huggers  
Global effort is saving forests, but not fast enough. 
  
General Mills changes palm oil policy 
Environmentalists praised a decision by U.S. food-maker General Mills to stop buying palm oil from 
companies accused of rain forest destruction — the latest in a string of multinationals to announce 
policy reversals. 
  
General Mills makes palm oil pledge 
General Mills Inc (GIS.N) committed to buy more of its palm oil from sustainable sources, the latest salvo 
in a growing fight against tropical deforestation. The maker of Cheerios cereal and Progresso soups said 
that by 2015 it aims to buy all of its palm oil from "responsible and sustainable sources". 
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Gibbons of southeast Asia are the 'forgotten' apes 
Gibbons have become the "forgotten apes" and many species will soon go extinct unless urgent action is 
taken. 
  
Global plant inventory cuts 600,000 species records 
The inventory of plants known to science worldwide has been cut by more than 600,000 species. 
  
How to ensure a warmer winter by seasoning your firewood 
Drying wood properly can increase the energy it releases when burned. Read on for The Ecologist's 
guide to ensuring your Yuletide logs are as fuel-efficient as possible. 
  
How to pick wild mushrooms 
The news that author Nicholas Evans needs a kidney transplant after eating deadly mushrooms hasn't 
done much for the reputation of our wild fungi. But it would be a crying shame if we stopped eating 
them. 
  
Human impact on world's rivers 'threatens water security of 5 billion' 
Study on effect of all human intervention on water supplies finds water security and biodiversity 
severely damaged. 
  
Hybrids may thrive where parents fear to tread 
As many as 10 percent of animal species and 25 percent of plant species may occasionally mate with 
other species, biologists estimate. 
  
Keeping it in the community 
Well-organised locals often make the best forest managers, but they need help. 
  
La lucha contra la pobreza y la biodiversidad, inseparables 
Los países de la ONU destacaron la necesidad de preservar la biodiversidad como una manera de luchar 
contra la pobreza, durante una reunión celebrada por la Asamblea General del organismo multilateral. 
  
Le monde se penche sur les menaces contre la biodiversité 
Les pays du monde entier vont se pencher à nouveau sur les menaces contre la biodiversité avec 
l'objectif, jugé inaccessible par de nombreux experts, de mettre fin à l'extinction des espèces animales 
et végétales d'ici 2020. 
  
Los árboles españoles repueblan los barrancos de las Tierras Altas de Etiopía 
La cooperación entre investigadores e ingenieros de montes españoles y etíopes en el Centro forestal 
Margarita Burón comienza a dar fruto en las Tierras Altas de Etiopía: los campesinos repueblan 
barrancos y laderas erosionadas y algunos tienen ya en perspectiva rendimientos económicos. 
  
'Lost' amphibian species rediscovered 
Scientists from the IUCN's international search for 'extinct' amphibians have found three species in 
Mexico and Africa. 
  
Money can grow on trees 
Forests are disappearing because they are undervalued. 
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Nepal's forests 'being stripped by Indian timber demand' 
As India takes steps to protect its forests in the fight against climate change, timber smuggling from 
Nepal is on the rise, Nepalese conservationists and officials say. 
  
Not a small problem 
Will REDD trample on the rights of traditional forest folk? 
  
Old, pressed flowers give climate clues: study 
Flowers picked up to 150 years ago in Victorian England show that old collections of pressed plants 
around the world can help the study of climate change, scientists said. 
  
One-fifth of world's plants at risk of extinction 
One-fifth of the world's plants - the foundation of life on Earth - are at risk of extinction, a study 
concludes. 
  
One fifth of world's plants threatened by extinction: study 
More than a fifth of the world's plant species faces the threat of extinction, a trend with potentially 
catastrophic effects for life on Earth, according to research. 
  
One in five plant species face extinction 
First ever comprehensive study of plants, from giant rainforests to common snowdrops, finds 22% of all 
species at risk. 
  
Palm oil disputes overshadowing real issues 
It's a multi-billion dollar industry, credited with helping millions in Malaysia and Indonesia escape 
poverty. But, the palm oil industry often finds itself embroiled in controversy. Conservation groups 
accuse palm oil producers of putting profits before the environment, especially deforestation for new 
plantations. Producers in turn accuse environmentalists of "green-washing" companies with 
misinformation. 
  
Pressed plant collections 'hold climate clues' 
Plant cuttings in herbariums around the world could hold vital clues to how the natural world will 
respond to future climate shifts, say researchers. 
  
Protection des animaux: l'ONU lance "l'année de la chauve-souris" 
Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) a lancé l'"année de la chauve-souris", 
une campagne mondiale destinée à la conservation de ce mammifère dont la moitié des espèces sont 
menacées d'extinction. 
  
Scientists prune list of world's plants 
A project helping conservation work has deleted more than 600,000 species of flowering plants that 
were duplicated or not 'new'. 
  
Seeing the wood 
Purveyors of water, consumers of carbon, treasure-houses of species, the world’s forests are ecological 
miracles. They must not be allowed to vanish, says James Astill. 
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Something stirs 
But to save the forests, the world needs to find somewhere else to grow its food. 
  
Space-age mapping of the world's forests 
Using satellites and lasers, scientists have produced a unique map that details the heights of the world's 
forests. 
  
Spread of early flowering plants 'aided by fire' 
A study has highlighted the importance of wildfires in allowing flowering plants to spread during the 
Cretaceous period (145-65 million years ago). 
  
Study shows how scientists can find missing species 
More than a third of mammal species considered extinct or missing have been rediscovered, a study 
says, and a lot of effort is wasted in trying to find species that have no chance of being found again. 
  
The long road to sustainability 
Western consciences can do only so much to conserve forests. 
  
The song of the gibbons is a dying tune 
The melodic call of the gibbon, a small tree-dwelling ape, can be heard echoing far off in the jungle. 
Scientists often determine a gibbon community’s size by counting and listening to their distinct voices. 
Recently, however, researchers have noticed a growing silence in tropical forests - a sure sign that 
gibbon populations are on the decline. 
  
The world's lungs 
There is hope for forests, but mankind needs to move faster if they are to be saved. 
  
The world's rising loss of species and its costs 
The United Nations says the rate of animal and plant extinctions is up to 1,000 times higher than 
inferred in the fossil record, a biological crisis that is the worst since dinosaurs were wiped out 65 million 
years ago. 
  
This seal was declared extinct in 1892. So what is it doing alive and well today? 
Good news for Guadelupe fur seal, Bahian tree rat and bridled nailtail wallaby – but survey warns rate of 
extinctions still accelerating. 
  
Timber certification hopes to kill Pacific exploitation 
Forests are a valuable source of revenue for landowners in the Pacific but they are also vulnerable to 
exploitation. 
  
Top five culinary culprits behind deforestation 
Has it ever crossed your mind that those cookie crumbs in your lap could be related to the wiping out of 
the world’s rainforests? Here are the top five offenders that are actually causing trees to get the chop. 
  
Trade in mammoth ivory 'is fuelling slaughter of African elephants' 
Conservationists fear that legal trade is being used as a front for laundering of poached tusks. 
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U.N. draft plan to protect animals, plants by 2020 
A U.N. summit will consider new 2020 targets for combating the increasing extinction of animals and 
plants caused by threats such as pollution, climate change and forest clearance. 
  
Un banco internacional de semillas de orquídeas busca impedir su extinción 
Un banco de semillas en el que trabajan 23 instituciones de 18 países busca reducir "al máximo de sus 
posibilidades" la extinción de múltiples especies de orquídeas a través de la conservación de al menos 
mil de ellas en refrigeración. 
  
Vulnerable Arab world lags on climate change action 
The Arab world will be one of the regions worst hit by climate change but still lacks any coordinated 
response to its potentially devastating effects. With hotter, drier and less predictable climates, the 
amount of water running into the region's streams and rivers is set to fall 20 to 30 percent by 2050, 
worsening desertification and food insecurity, the United Nations Development Programme says. 
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