INTERNATIONAL YEAR
OF FORESTS - 2011


http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/

No. 24/2010

INFOSYLVA is an information service of news clippings provided by the FAO Forestry Information Centre
with news on forestry in English, French and Spanish.

INFOSYLVA est un service d'information a partir de coupures de presse, mis a disposition par le Centre
d'Information sur les Foréts de la FAO et qui fait le point de I'actualité dans ce secteur, en anglais,
francais et espagnol.

INFOSYLVA es el servicio de informacidn de recortes de prensa suministrado por el Centro de
Informacion Forestal de la FAO con noticias sobre las actividades forestales, en inglés, francés y espaiol.

Forthcoming FAO events

January 2011

Ninth Session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF9) — International Year of Forests (IYF 2011)
United Nations Headquarters - New York, USA - 24 January—04 February, 2011

March 2011
Symposium on Ecosystem and Landscape-Level Approaches to Sustainability
Burgos, Spain — 22-24 March 2011

April
Il Mediterranean Forest Week
Avignon, France - 05-08 April 2011

May 2011
ANZIF 2011 Conference "Pacific Forestry — Growing a Forestry Future"
Sky City, Auckland, New Zealand - 02-05 May 2011

Planted Teak Forests: a Globally Emerging Forest Resource
Guanacaste, Costa Rica - 02-06 May 2011

FAO in the news

2011: Ao Internacional de los Bosques

El 20 de diciembre de 2006, la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas aprobé la resolucién por la que
se declaraba el 2011 como el Afio Internacional de los Bosques. Esta celebracién resultard util para
tomar mayor conciencia de que los bosques son parte integrante del desarrollo sostenible del planeta
debido a los beneficios econémicos, socioculturales y ambientales que proporcionan.
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Adios 2010 afio de la Biodiversidad. Bienvenido 2011 afio de los Bosgues

En la Edad Media Robin Hood sobrevivio gracias al refugio del bosque de Sherwood y hoy la vida de
1.600 millones de personas depende directamente de los bosques del Planeta, cuya protecciény
conservacion es, para la ONU, el principal objetivo medioambiental del afio que comienza.

Afo internacional de los bosques

Los bosques son las reservas naturales mds importantes para los ecosistemas que los pueblan y para los
6.500 millones de habitantes que ocupamos este planeta, pues desempefan un papel fundamental en el
control del calentamiento global y en la provisién de alimentos, maderas, aceites, fibras, entre muchos
otros productos y beneficios. Sin embargo las multiples acciones antrdpicas los vienen destruyendo a un
ritmo preocupante.

Charting forest path for REDD readiness

There is concern that over 90 per cent of Nigeria’s forests have already gone, and more than half of
what remains is found in Cross River State. The forest there is considered to be one of the richest
biodiversity reserves in Africa.

Desaparicion silenciosa
Que el lince o el tigre estan en peligro de extincién lo sabe todo el mundo. Pero cientos de plantas
agonizan sin hacer ruido y sin que nadie lo haga por ellas.

La deforestacién mundial bajé un 37% en la ultima década, segun la FAO

El director del departamento Forestal de la organizacidn de la ONU para los Alimentos y la Agricultura
(FAO), Eduardo Rojas, ha asegurado que la deforestacién mundial se ha reducido en un 37 por ciento en
los ultimos diez afios.

Las Naciones Unidas declara al 2011 el afio internacional de los bosques
En Argentina, de los 100 millones de hectareas que constituia la cobertura forestal en 1915, sélo cuenta
actualmente con un poco mas de 21 millones.

Négociations climatigues: analyse de I'impact de 'accord de Cancun en Afrique

Enjeux africains des dernieres négociations de Cancun, la création du fonds vert climat doté de 100
milliard de dollars par an a partir de 2020 et la création d’un centre de technologie pour le climat. A-t-on
obtenu gain de cause?

Seguimos deforestando el mundo, pero menos

El director del departamento Forestal de la organizacidn de la ONU para los Alimentos y la Agricultura
(FAO), Eduardo Rojas, ha expresado su optimismo al asegurar que la deforestacion mundial se ha
reducido en un 37 por ciento en los ultimos diez afios.

Press review/ Revue de presse/ Informe de prensa:
16 — 31 December 2010
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Africa

Africa has two species of elephants, not one

Instead of one species of elephant, Africa has two, researchers said, confirming suspicions about the two
distinctly different looking pachyderms.

African elephant is two species, researchers say
Genetic researchers may have resolved a long-standing dispute by proving there are two species of
African elephant.

Elefantes africanos en realidad son dos especies
La relevancia del hallazgo es que quiza ahora se podra persuadir a taxonomistas para que se
reclasifiquen las especies e impulsar una mejor proteccion para cada una.

L'Afrigue abrite deux especes d'éléphants
Certains naturalistes insistaient : "Défense d'y voir une vérité." Mais I'ADN confirme les divergences
entre le pachyderme des savanes et celui des foréts.

Argentina

Analistas confirman gue CMPC inicié venta de activos forestales

El holding chileno tiene en Corrientes unas 65 mil hectareas forestadas, a través de su filial Bosques del
Plata. Aseguran que el negocio “no ha podido alcanzar buenos niveles operativos desde que arribé al
pais”.

Argentina booms but capital bursts at seams with squatters and protesters

Felix Dias and his tribe, the Toba, have been amid the 14 lanes of traffic on 9 de Julio Avenue in central
Buenos Aires since December 1st. They hold energetic demonstrations, disrupting traffic on the widest
street in the world. The heat and intensity is a far cry from their forest homelands in Argentina’s
northern province of Fermosa. But it is the threat to these homelands which has driven them to protest
in this alien environment.

CMPC busca inversores forestales para su filial Bosques del Plata
Una reconocida consultora internacional estaria ofreciendo los activos forestales del holding chileno en
Argentina a inversores europeos y latinoamericanos desde hace unos tres meses.

“La Direccidn de Bosques es burocratica, ineficiente y corrupta”

Asi lo denuncié el coordinador del Centro Mandela, Rolando Nufiez. Indicé que la Direccién de Bosques
no realiza los controles en campo y sélo monitorea los terrenos con satélite. Vinculd la deforestacion
ilegal con el negociado de la tierra publica.

Por las demoras, Cordoba perdié unos 30 millones para los bosques
Se atraso la aprobacion de la norma y por eso no recibird un peso del Presupuesto 2010. Ambiente dice
gue aprobd la reglamentacidn, pero los ruralistas dudan del texto.

Armenia

Armenian environmentalists worry about increased logging for winter fuel

In a case highlighting wider problems of deforestation in Armenia, environmentalists in southern
Armenia are concerned that wood is being cut from protected forests to heat homes in the absence of
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other fuel options, and are calling for tougher action to stop the country’s forests being stripped of
trees.

Brazil
Amazon no longer in flames
Brazil is struggling to achieve its goals of zero deforestation. Learn why they are so important.

Amazonia brasilefia: de la deforestacion al desarrollo

En los ultimos afios, Brasil se convirtié en una potencia emergente, aspirante a guiar a América del Sur
hacia un nuevo orden mundial con novedosas politicas econdmicas, sociales y medioambientales. Capaz
de escapar sin mayores problemas a la crisis econémica global, el Gobierno brasilefio impulsa un nuevo
tipo de desarrollo deseoso de respetar el medio ambiente pero consciente del enorme potencial de la
region. Lejos de disminuir, la explotacion de la Amazonia empieza a despuntar en otros ambitos.

Brazil eyes energy and farms for future emission cuts
After winning global praise for protecting its Amazon forests, Brazil now faces another tricky obstacle to
cutting its carbon emissions - the gases produced by its booming economy.

Brazil to step up crackdown on "biopiracy" in 2011
Brazil plans to expand a crackdown on companies that patent products made from rare plants and
animals without adequately compensating the South American country or its indigenous communities.

La déforestation de I'"Amazonie a son plus bas niveau depuis 23 ans

6'451 km2, c'est la surface de forét amazonienne détruite entre ao(t 2009 et juillet 2010, le chiffre le
plus bas observé depuis 1988. Il s'agit d'une réduction de 13,6% par rapport au relevé de juillet 2009
(7'464 km?2). Le résultat de cette évaluation de I'Institut National d'Enquétes Spatiales - INPE, ne
comprend pas les Etats de I'Amapa et de Roraima. Il devra é&tre confirmé d'ici mars 2011. L'annonce en a
été faite le ler décembre a Brasilia par le président Lula.

Seven Brazilian birds on U.S. endangered list
Seven South American birds with dwindling populations will be listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Act, the federal Fish and Wildlife Service announced on Tuesday.

The rate of felling is falling fast in the Amazon rainforest — but can it last?

Now here’s some really good news. Deforestation in the Amazon — poster child for the world’s
rainforests — has plunged to unprecedentedly low levels. Indeed, at around 6,500 square kilometres this
year, less than a quarter as much has been felled as in 2004. Admittedly that was a peak year, if not
quite the worst ever; that dubious distinction belongs to 1995, but it has fallen steadily for five of the
last six years, the most sustained reduction on record.

Urban marmosets avoid pet threat
Black-tufted marmosets living in Brazil's city parks are going to surprising lengths to avoid unusual
predators - domestic cats.

Cambodia

Green fuel from rice and coconuts

Two green-focused NGOs have developed a new fuel which aims to reduce deforestation and provide an
income to poor families near the former Stung Meanchey dump in Phnom Penh.
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Canada

Bosque petrificado da indicios sobre cambios climaticos

En una isla remota del Artico canadiense donde ya no crecen arboles, un bosque momificado que acaba
de desenterrarse da a los investigadores un atisbo de cdmo reaccionaron las plantas a los cambios
climaticos en la antigliedad.

Des pieges a animaux dans la forét Boucher
La découverte de pieges a animaux inquiéte les nombreux amateurs de plein air qui fréquentent la forét
Boucher a Gatineau.

Les foréts sous la loupe, la population sondée

Aprées avoir completement révisé son régime forestier, le ministére des Ressources naturelles et de la
Faune invite maintenant les gens a donner leur avis concernant la prochaine loi sur I'aménagement
durable du territoire forestier et sur la stratégie d'aménagement durable des foréts.

China

China hard mas esfuerzos para proteger bosques en préximos 10 afios

China anuncid el dia 29 que continuara y expandira su programa de proteccidon forestal en los proximos
10 afios como parte de un esfuerzo para proteger la seguridad ecoldgica nacional y hacer frente al
cambio climatico.

China urges more efforts for forest protection in next 10 years
China announced that it would continue and expand its forest protection program in the coming 10
years as part of an effort to safeguard the national ecological security and tackle climate change.

Yak wool: the new cashmere?

Shawls woven by Tibetan nomads are causing a stir in Parisian fashion houses, creating new
opportunities in an area often regarded as a wasteland. On the European launch of the United Nations
Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification, Maria Hannah Bass of the World Conservation
Monitoring Centre explains why yak wool is a sustainable alternative to cashmere and a tool in the fight
against desertification.

Colombia

Brodie Ferguson: "Si no hacia algo, el bosque iba a desaparecer"

Un antropdlogo norteamericano brinda a los habitantes del Chocd la posibilidad de cuidar el medio
ambiente y recibir a cambio incentivos econdmicos de la comunidad internacional.

Costa Rica

Atlas regional muestra la deforestacion del Valle Central

Costa Rica ha experimentado tasas de crecimiento poblacional y de deforestacion del Valle Central que
se encuentran entre las mas altas del mundo, destaca el atlas regional que presentd en linea el
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma).

Costa Rica estd satisfecha con el acuerdo de la Cumbre del Clima
Se consolidé vision de que se puede y se debe pagar por proteger los bosques. Cambio en sistema de
transporte tico podria ser financiado con nuevo fondo.
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Costa Rica recupera tres especies de anfibios que se creian extintos

Expertos del Grupo de Conservacién y Reproduccién de Mesoamérica han avistado en Costa Rica dos
especies de ranas y una de sapo que se creian extintas y afirman que existen sefiales de que poblaciones
de otros anfibios en peligro se estan recuperando, informa el diario La Nacién.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Helping the environment, healing a region

In the city once known as Stanleyville, the theater of some of the bloodiest African wars in recent times,
educators are hoping that a new university initiative will help heal the country as it struggles to attain
peace and progress.

Ecuador

Conserva Ecuador 637 mil hectdreas de bosques y pdramos

El gobierno de Ecuador anuncid hoy la conservacién de 637 mil 489 hectareas de bosques y paramos
nativos, mediante el Programa Socio Bosque hasta diciembre de este afio.

Equateur, le Parc Yasuni : l'ultimatum écologique

Cancun s'achéve sur un go(t aigre-doux. Si Copenhague fut un "échec retentissant”, la 16e Conférence
des parties a enfanté de résultats concrets sur I'aide aux pays en développement ou la déforestation.
Mais le compte n'y est pas. Le coup d'éclat est venu d'Amérique du Sud.

France

French hunters urged to declare war on the boar

French farmers and forestry experts are at a loss to explain a dramatic rise in the numbers of wild boar,
apparently linked to increased fertility among the female animals.

Klaus : 500 000 euros pour la forét landaise
Les communes sinistrées devraient recevoir entre 1 500 a 20 000 euros de subvention. Exemple de Rion
des Landes.

La ville mobilisée pour la tranquillité de la forét

Avec 130 hectares de forét communale classée aussi « forét de protection », la ville du Taillan-Médoc
compte au travers de son territoire un véritable poumon vert ol promeneurs, joggeurs, chasseurs,
cyclistes et riverains se cotoient en toute tranquillité.

Gambia

Anti-bush fire campaign held in CRR

The Regional Forestry Office in the Central River Region (CRR), in collaboration with the Niamina East
District authorities, recently embarked on a community sensitisation campaign on the menace of bush
fires and other illegal exploitation of the forest.

Forestry minister warns against bushfires
Jatto Sillah, the minister of Forestry and Environment has warned the people of Upper River Region
(URR) to be extra-mindful of bushfires.
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Ghana

All our forests sit on gold

It appears Ghana would have some tough decisions to make in the future regarding whether it should
allow mining in the country's forest reserves or not. This is because, as explained by Mr. Oppon Sasu of
the Forestry Commission, "every forest reserve in the country is sitting on one mineral resource or the
other."

Guyana

Recibe Guyana primeros fondos para conservar sus bosques tropicales

Guyana recibié 30 millones de ddlares para implementar proyectos de conservacion y desarrollo en sus
bosques tropicales con vistas a reducir la deforestacién y su consecuente emisién de gases
contaminantes a la atmdsfera.

India

32 sqg km forest cover lost to dam construction on Narmada

Madhya Pradesh has lost 32 sq km of forest cover due to the dam construction, especially on the river
Narmada.

Clashes continue between elephant vs humans

Returning home from work recently, farmer Baidhar Singh was aghast to find his thatched hut in
Balasore district, Orissa trampled to the ground. Just a few hundred metres away stood the culprits,
huge and grey against the darkening sky: a herd of 65 wild elephants.

Forest grows under caretaker’s solo efforts

Though he has not received any official recognition, Jadab Payeng’s efforts have been instrumental in
protecting a forest covering about 700 hectares of land on a chapori (sandbar) of the Brahamaputra
river near Kokilamukh here. Payeng, who is known by his nickname Molai, is the person behind the
conservation of the sprawling forest which came to the notice of the Forest department only last year.
The forest area is also aptly called ‘Molai Kathoni’ (Molai’s woods).

Give priority to environment

Environment minister Jairam Ramesh's decision to impose a blanket ban on mining in 'no-go' areas is
welcome. It makes sense to push for a complete ban in mining in 'no-go' areas, which is just 35% of the
forests under purview.

Jairam, coal ministry in tussle over mines in no-go zones

A turf war involving the high-profile environment minister Jairam Ramesh and the coal ministry is
brewing. The coal ministry, led by minister Sriprakash Jaiswal, has sought the Union cabinet's nod for
203 coal blocks that are being denied permission because they fall in the "no-go" areas declared by
Jairam's ministry.

Ministry of environment and forests identifies critically endangered species

The ministry of environment and forests has come up with a list of critically endangered species of India,
which includes, birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians. The ministry has called for conservation and
protection of these species.
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NGO's suggestions to avoid recurrent man-animal conflicts

Kenneth Anderson Nature Society (KANS), a Bangalore-based NGO has sent some suggestions to avoid
recurrent man-animal conflicts in the villages adjoining the Reserve Forests in Anchetty, Denkanikottai,
Thaly and Shoolagiri in Krishnagiri district.

Steps demanded to protect Poba RF

The All Assam Students’ Union (AASU), Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK), Assam Jatiyatabadi Yuba
Chatra Parishad (AJYCP), Jonai unit, Nature’s Beckon, Jonai Press Club, Silapathar Press Club, Dhemaji
District Journalists Association (DDJA), Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) along with the local people
of Jonai, etc, have called for urgent measures to save the Poba Reserve Forest, the lone reserve forest of
Dhemaiji district, and declare it a wildlife sanctuary to save it from encroachment, illegal felling of trees,
erosion, flood and illegal cultivation.

Sterlite Industries accused of unlawful deforestation in Chhattisgarh
A subsidiary of the Vedanta mining group in India has been accused of clearing forest land allegedly in
violation of Supreme Court orders.

Tiger which killed three Indian villagers ordered to be shot on sight
Big cat's latest victim, a 35-year-old woman, was killed earlier this week as she collected animal fodder
near her village.

Wild boars enter human settlements, destroy crops
Increasing deforestation has led to lack of availability of food for wild boars forcing them to enter
human settlements near forested areas thereby damaging agricultural crops.

Indonesia

Commitment to environment questionable

Several months after President Susilo Bambang Yudho-yono expressed the country’s commitment to
cutting carbon emissions by 26 percent in Copenhagen, the Indonesian and Norwegian governments, in
May 2010, signed a USS1 billion deal to reduce deforestation and forest degradation in Indonesia.

lllegal logging could bring possible disaster for Bogor
Experts are warning of a future disaster in Bogor regency as widespread deforestation in the Mount
Pancar Nature Reserve has caused hillside land mass to possibly collapse.

Indonesia chooses climate pact pilot province
Indonesia has chosen once of its largest and richest provinces to test efforts to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by saving forest and peatlands, a key part of a $1 billion climate deal with Norway.

Indonesia faces tough tasks to measure environmental law offenders

Indonesia, that has been lingered with deforestation and pollution issue, is taking concrete actions to
end the misdeeds that had damaged the environment, biodiversity and eventually cost the people from
natural disasters caused by damaged environment.

Indonesia's corruption legacy clouds a forest protection plan

Norway and other nations have vowed to invest billions of dollars to help preserve Indonesia's
remaining tropical forests. But can foreign involvement stem the tide of graft and uncontrolled logging
that has steadily decimated one of the world's largest areas of rainforest?
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Lutte contre la déforestation: Bornéo, région pilote pour I'Indonésie

L'Indonésie a choisi le centre de I'lle de Bornéo comme région pilote pour mener des projets de
réduction des émissions de gaz a effet de serre liées a la déforestation, dans le cadre d'un accord
ambitieux avec la Norvege.

Thirty areas in Indonesia are labeled REDD
More than 30 areas that could be used for future carbon reduction programs in Indonesia was
announced by the Forestry Ministry.

Walhi objects to road in Sumatra national park
A leading Indonesian environmental group has protested a plan to build a road through Kerinci Seblat
National Park, the biggest reserve on Sumatra Island.

Israel

Soldados israelies colaboran en la recuperacidn del bosque de Monte Carmel

Los soldados de la Brigada Nahal del Ejército israeli iniciaron una mision especial para ayudar a restaurar
el bosque Carmel, una hermosa zona natural que fue devastada por los incendios forestales que se
desataron principios de diciembre y que devoraron unos cinco millones de arboles.

Kenya

Joint regional patrols at the Mara bear fruit

As efforts to promote tourism take centre stage this festive season, joint surveillance by Kenya and
Tanzania has reduced poaching and human-wildlife conflict at the Masai Mara game reserve.

Mara community comes together to tap tourism

Over the past few years, Kenya has given itself a make-over as a global travel and tourist destination of
choice. But rarely has this change been driven largely by communities living within leading tourist
attraction sites.

Poisoning drives vulture decline in Masai Mara, Kenya
Vulture populations in one of Africa's most important wildlife reserves have declined by 60%, say
scientists.

Malaysia

Land rights and legacy

Malaysia is 53 years old this year. More than 20 years ago in the 1980s, a group of Penans from Sarawak,
wearing only flimsy loin cloths and feathered head gear, flew into Kuala Lumpur to protest against the
deforestation. The opening up of the interiors resulted in environmental degradation, clogging rivers
and cutting off their source of food and clean water supply.

Mexico

Delincuentes frenan inspeccién en bosques

Autoridades ambientales de los niveles federal y estatal en Michoacan informaron que las labores de
inspeccidn de su personal se han tornado riesgosas, derivado de la situacion de violencia que se vive en
varias zonas del estado.
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Dilema forestal

Desde hace tiempo viene existiendo una preocupacidn, mas simulada que real, por la deforestacion, con
amplios debates en circulos politicos, cientificos y ambientalistas, sobre su origen y consecuencias. En
nuestro pais desde hace ya mas de tres décadas, se han disefiado una gama de estrategias para
enfrentar la destruccidn de los bosques, aunque a menudo con pobres resultados.

El muro fronterizo complica la recuperacién de los bisontes en México

La recuperacion de la poblacidn de bisonte americano, una especie practicamente desaparecida en el
territorio mexicano, se ha visto dificultada por la construccién del muro fronterizo entre México y
Estados Unidos que se interpone en sus rutas migratorias.

Mayoria de denuncias que recibe PROFEPA es por desmontes

La Delegada de la dependencia en Coahuila informa que la actividad ilegal del desmonte se denuncia
principalmente en La Laguna. “La tasa de deforestacién del pais aunque se ha disminuido, sigue siendo
alta”, dice la funcionaria.

Mexigue: le monargue est menacé

Les efforts déployés pour protéger une forét de sapins dans le centre du Mexigue sont souvent cités en
exemple de ce qui peut étre fait pour sauver les arbres et combattre les changements climatiques. Mais
la préservation des arbres ne semble pas profiter au visiteur le plus illustre de la forét: le papillon
monarque.

Noruega donara 15,3 millones de ddlares a México para combatir la deforestacion

Noruega entregara a México recursos por unos 15,3 millones de ddlares para programas de vigilancia
ambiental que permitan desarrollar planes de reduccion de emisiones contaminantes y frenar la
deforestacién en el pais.

Pactan en Chiapas proteger la selva Lacandona
El gobernador Juan Sabines y las comunidades de la regién firmaron el Pacto por el Respeto y
Conservacion del pulmén mas importante de todo Centroamérica y de América del Norte.

Pacto de la Selva: firma Gobierno de Chiapas con lacandones y tzeltales

La conservacion de la tierra en la Selva Lacandona es un hecho, el Gobierno de Chiapas dio el primer
paso al firmar el "Pacto por el Respeto y Conservacidn en la Selva Lacandona" entre el gobernador Juan
Sabines Guerrero y las comunidades de esa darea, en el marco del proyecto de Reduccién de Emisiones
por Deforestacion y Degradacion Evitada Plus.

Rompe Michoacan récord en combate a la tala ilegal
Durante el presente afo se aseguraron mas de 400 metros cubicos de madera talada clandestinamente.

Se pierde 40% de bosques en municipios aguacateros de Michoacdn

Tan solo en las dos ultimas décadas Michoacan ha perdido el 40 por ciento de sus bosques de pinoy
encino en los 11 municipios que concentran el 95 por ciento de la produccidn de aguacate, reitero el
integrante de la Comisidn de Recursos Naturales y Medio Ambiente del Congreso del Estado, José Jesus
Lucas Angel.
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Morocco

L’enjeu, la recapitalisation écologique

La forét Maamora est en quelques sortes un patrimoine national, mais qui a cependant été délaissé.
Résultat, sa biodiversité commence a étre sérieusement affectée. Conscients de cet état de fait, les
pouvoirs publics ont enfin réagit.

Niger

'Ghostly' Saharan cheetah filmed in Niger, Africa

One of the world's most elusive cats has been photographed by a night time camera trap, after a year-
long search for the animal.

Nigeria

Charting forest path for REDD readiness

There is concern that over 90 per cent of Nigeria's forests have already gone, and more than half of
what remains is found in Cross River State. The forest there is considered to be one of the richest
biodiversity reserves in Africa.

Deforestation - cutting down our lives

In this piece, Abdulaziz Abdulaziz, writes on how cutting down of trees affects the environment by way
of desert encroachment and climate change, pointing out that deforestation, according to experts, slims
the chance of lives of human beings.

'Desertification causes flood in the North'
Desertification has been described as one of the major causes of the perennial flooding in some
Northern states which lead to loss of farmlands and crops.

Desertification: the strange ways of our leaders

The time-proven attitude of the average Nigerian politician towards his people and country is evidently
a veritable source of consternation to even the most prolific mind analyst anywhere in the world. The
Nigerian politician, when challenged, can draw tears out of a rock if the point to be made is for him to
prove his knowledge of his people’s needs or his intellectual capacity to hold a job, especially a political
post.

Varsity launches desert research centre

Bukar Abba lbrahim University (BAIU), Damaturu, Yobe State has established a Desert Research
Monitoring and Control Centre (DRMCC), expected to devise ways of curtailing desertification and
drought.

Pakistan

Mafia chopping mangroves to occupy land

The land mafia is chopping down mangroves at Hawksbay and the surrounding areas to occupy
thousands of acres of land, Chairman Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) MA Shah told The News.

Peru

Brack: deforestacidn de Amazonia estd descendiendo

La deforestacion en la amazonia esta descendiendo. En 1990 deforestdbamos 250 mil hectareas, bajo a
unas 150 mil en el 2000 y a 90 mil a fines del afio 2009, informd el ministro del Ambiente Antonio Brack.
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De nouvelles espéeces découvertes au Pérou mais pas pour les bonnes raisons

Un nouvel oiseau y est repéré tous les ans et un mammiféere tous les quatre ans: I'Amazonie péruvienne
est un foyer de biodiversité, mais ces découvertes peuvent paradoxalement représenter un danger pour
ces animaux car elles sont souvent dues a la déforestation.

Didlogo permitid salvar bosque de 13 mil hectdreas en Olmos
Comuneros logran firmar convenio que pondrd a salvo sus tierras. Acuerdo también evitd reubicacién de
unas 8 mil personas.

La Amazonia peruana figura tercera en ranking turistico de la CNN
Iquitos es una de las ciudades mas recomendadas para conocer en el 2011, después de Nueva York y
Nueva Zelanda.

La deforestacidn de la Amazonia hace que se descubran y se extingan especies

En la Amazonia peruana se descubre una especie de ave cada afo y una de mamifero cada cuatro, pero
paraddjicamente, cada nuevo descubrimiento es parte de una tragedia, pues ocurre debido a la
deforestacidn que realizan empresas petroleras, mineras y los taladores de arboles.

Russian Federation

Russie: De la lutte pour la forét a la lutte pour la démocratie

Les écologistes russes ne baissent pas les bras devant la décision de faire passer une autoroute en pleine
forét de Khimki...

Russie: les experts prédisent de nouveaux feux de forét en 2011
Des incendies naturels pourraient survenir dans la plupart des régions du pays en 2011, a annoncé le
ministére russe des Situations d'urgence.

Tiger team marks 20 years of conflict resolution

If a tiger wanders into a remote Russian village it poses a threat, but also raises a difficult quandary: how
can people protect themselves without resorting to killing a creature that is on very the brink of
extinction?

Spain

Alrededor del 40% de la fauna y flora catalogada estdn representadas en la Comunidad Madrid

Entre el 35y el 40% de las principales especies de fauna y flora catalogadas en la peninsula ibérica estan
representadas en la Comunidad de Madrid, una de las regiones que mejor han cuidado y conservado su
riqueza bioldgica.

Bosques
En 2011 se celebrara el Afio Internacional de los Bosques. Cada afio es afio de algo, y no sé si los arboles

nos dejan ver su significado de fondo, permitaseme la broma. En cualquier caso, pensemos que se trata
de una feliz iniciativa. Porque los bosques son ejemplos maximos de naturaleza viva, vegetal y animal en
perfecta asociacion.

El 2010, un afio "magnifico" para el oso pardo cantdbrico

El presidente de la Fundacién Oso Pardo (FOP), Guillermo Palomero, ha calificado 2010 como un afio
"magnifico" para el oso pardo cantdbrico, en el que ha habido entre dos y tres hembras paridoras en la
zona oriental de la cordillera y una veintena en la occidental.
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El Cabildo de Tenerife compra el emblematico "Pino gordo" de Vilaflor

El Cabildo de Tenerife ha comprado por 54.000 euros una parcela en Vilaflor donde se encuentra
ubicado el Pino Gordo, un arbol emblematico de 45 metros de altura y de interés turistico cuyo enorme
tamafio, grosor y valor biolégico e histdrico lo han hecho merecedor de estar incluido en el "Catalogo de
Arboles y Arboledas Monumentales y de la Flora de Tenerife".

ENCE renueva los certificados que acreditan el origen controlado de la madera

Empresa Nacional de Celulosa (ENCE) ha renovado los dos certificados de cadena de custodia que
garantizan que la madera empleada para fabricar celulosa en Huelva procede de origenes controlados y
ha sido gestionada conforme a las normas medioambientales actuales.

Huelva tendra un jardin con los drboles desechados tras la Navidad

El Ayuntamiento de Huelva pondra en marcha un jardin con los abetos que los vecinos desechen una vez
gue pasen las fiestas navidefas, que se seran plantados en el Parque Moret, la mayor zona verde de la
capital onubense.

La Reserva del Bisonte Europeo de Palencia se abre al publico

La Reserva del Bisonte Europeo, Bison-Bonasus, de San Cebrian de Muda (Palencia), se ha abierto ya al
publico pese a que todavia no ha sido inaugurado oficialmente, segtin han informado a Efe fuentes
municipales.

Los ecologistas piden gue se controlen las plantaciones forestales para biomasa

Ecologistas en Accidn ha pedido que no se fomente "un uso abusivo" de la biomasa como fuente de
energia fomentando "de forma indiscriminada" la proliferacidn de cultivos energéticos a costa de
bosques y cultivos.

Mds ayudas para evitar los incendios

El Consejo de Gobierno de Castilla-La Mancha aprobd la Orden de convocatoria de las ayudas forestales
para la implantacidon de medidas preventivas de lucha contra incendios forestales y para inversiones en
materia de conservacién en bosques y terrenos forestales.

Proponen corredores bioldgicos para proteger el medio ambiente en Burgos
El Partido de Castilla y Ledn PCAL ha propuesto la creacidn de corredores ecoldgicos entre la Sierra de la
Demanda y los espacios naturales del norte de la provincia de Burgos.

Recuperan 40 hectareas de bosque en el parque natural de la Sierra de Mariola

La Conselleria de Medio Ambiente trabaja en la recuperacion de 40 hectareas de bosque en el parque
natural de la Sierra de Mariola, con el fin de que adquieran mayor resistencia frente a la posibilidad de
un incendio forestal.

Villacarrillo, municipio con mejor masa arbolada de "Bosques por ciudades"

El municipio de Villacarrillo (Jaén) es el que mejor masa arbolada para absorcion de CO2 de los
seleccionados para el programa piloto "Bosques por ciudades" de la Consejeria de Medio Ambiente de
la Junta de Andalucia.
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State of Brunei Darussalam

Poaching, habitat loss taking toll on Bornean clouded leopard

When the Bornean clouded leopard (Neofelis diardi) was first identified as its own species in 2006, it
was almost instantly added to the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species as "vulnerable" to extinction. Just four years later evidence out of
Brunei, one of the three countries on the island of Borneo and the one we hear about the least,
indicates increasing pressure on the rare cats that could quickly push it further toward extinction.

Thailand

Into the frying pan

A temporary ban on palm oil plantation financing is putting the brakes on the expansion of the
economic crop that has helped improve the livelihoods of millions.

Tunisia

Swiss Wood firm to invest 900 million euros in Tunisia

Switzerland-based Global Wood Holding will invest 900 million euros to grow Eucalyptus trees in Tunisia
and export the wood to Europe, creating 45,000 jobs.

Turkey

Mugla has historic success in combating forest fires in 2010

Firefighters in Mugla were extremely successful in combating several forest fires that broke out in the
province this summer, according to a year-end evaluation by the Mugla Forestry Directorate.

Uganda

Nema must walk the talk on wetlands

The National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) intends to begin a four-month operation
with its enforcement wing in Kampala starting in January. This is great news because Kampala bears
testimony to the worst instances of environment abuse by rich, powerful and well-connected investors.

United Kingdom

Beware the forest fairies, David Cameron

The government's planned forests sale is not only flawed environmentally, it breaks the sacred link we
have with our land.

Boris Johnson's Capital Bee scheme criticised by beekeepers
Mayor's plans to save 'the humble bee' misguided, say overworked London beekeeping associations.

British wildlife benefits from return to 'traditional' seasonal weather
Conservationists express relief as insects, birds and other wildlife flourish because of cold winter and
decent summer.

For sale: all of our forests. Not some of them, nor most of them — the whole lot
Tories have never been treehuggers, but their plans to sell off all state-owned forests are unwarranted,
unwanted and unworkable.

Freshwater wildlife thrives in cleanest rivers since Industrial Revolution
Otters, water voles and many species of freshwater fish make dramatic recovery as water quality
continues to improve.
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New mistletoe species discovered by Kew Gardens experts
A new species of tropical mistletoe has been described by scientists at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
in London.

Philipp Kauffmann's innovation: rainforest-sourced chocolate
The head of Original Beans advocates "replenishing while we consume".

Primary school bee project published by Royal Society
A study of bumblebees by a group of Devon children has become the first primary school project to be
published in a Royal Society scientific journal.

The beauty of British butterflies
Butterflies are a very British obsession, one that is documented by a new BBC natural history program.

The crucial role cities can play in protecting the honeybee
Planting bee-friendly flowers in small spaces can help bees make their vital contribution to the UK's
ecological health.

What happened next? The otter resurgence
In May, Jon Henley went in search of one of our most beloved mammals. So have things changed for
Britain's otters?

United Republic of Tanzania

Increase in prices of cooking gas sparks fears

Households that rely on cooking gas will have to dig deeper into their pockets following a 10 per cent
rise in retail prices of the commodity.

Poachers kill rare black rhino in Tanzania: minister
Poachers have killed one of five critically endangered east African black rhinos that were relocated to
their natural habitat in Tanzania's Serengeti park from South Africa in May.

United States of America

Bat cull 'will not stop white-nose syndrome spreading’

Culling will not halt the spread of a disease that has killed a million bats in the US since 2006, a study
says.

Bush policy on lands is reversed

The Interior Department reversed a Bush-era policy on wilderness, restoring the authority of its Bureau
of Land Management to identify and recommend new areas for protection. Since 2003, the department
has excluded wilderness as a criterion it applies in managing federal lands for the public benefit.

How green is your artificial Christmas tree? You might be surprised

When it comes to Christmas trees, Americans increasingly prefer plastic pines over the real thing. Sales
of fake trees are expected to approach 13 million this year, a record, as quality improves and they get
more convenient, with features like built-in lights and easy collapsibility.
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New York State buys conservation rights for 89,000 acres of forest
The state of New York paid $30 million to secure extensive conservation rights on 89,000 acres of forest
in the Adirondacks, another big step toward protecting lands once owned by the Finch paper company.

Secret lives of baby American beavers filmed

Using discreet video cameras, scientists have been able to study the long-term natural behaviour of
beavers "at home" in their lodges. The tiny, waterproof cameras, inserted into beaver dens, show that
beavers lead very different private lives when at home than when outside.

Space laser spies for woodpeckers
US scientists are developing techniques to monitor woodpeckers from space.

US to make 'wild' public land eligible for protection
The US is to make millions of acres of public land eligible for wilderness protection, officials have said.

World

A fake vs. areal tree

In these eco-conscious times, many people want to shrink their environmental footprint while still
enjoying the trappings of the holiday season. In some cases, the earth-friendly alternative — pass the
tofurky — is a pretty obvious choice.

A victory for climate and the world’s forests

In sharp contrast to widespread predictions of failure, the recently concluded Cancun meetings captured
a new spirit of thinking about sustainable development and efforts to combat climate change. This is
how the game is changing: Officials, NGOs and experts meeting at Cancun are pushing a practical agenda
forward.

Christmas trees could make a great green fuel

Once the tinsel and baubles have been removed, many of our Christmas trees end up in the trash. Soon
they could be put to better use, however: a special roasting process could make it economically viable
for power stations to burn large quantities of biomass, such as pine and spruce trees, instead of coal.

Conservation stories of 2010

From bitterns and pine martens in the UK, to Sumatran orang-utans and Congolese chimps, the
International Year of Biodiversity saw mixed fortunes for Earth's animals. Some species suffered further
declines, but there were also conservation success stories to celebrate.

Crear futuros: éxito de la negociacidn multilateral en Cancun

La COP 16 en Cancun obtuvo acuerdos que no han sido analizados a profundidad por la comunidad
académica y los medios de comunicacién nacionales. Hemos tenido que documentarnos en el extranjero
para conocer las primeras opiniones razonadas sobre lo sucedido en esta reunién de la Organizacién de
las Naciones Unidas, que presidié México.

Degradation of dry areas feared

Desertification is the degradation of land in already dry parts of the globe that results from various
factors, including natural climate changes as well as human activity. As the name connotes, it is the
expansion of desert-like conditions which render useless land that was once biologically and/or
economically productive.
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Desertification is greatest threat to planet, expert warns
UN's top drylands official says people must be paid via global carbon markets for preserving the soil.

EU exec plans more action on unsustainable biofuel
The European Union's executive said it was looking at further measures to tackle the unwanted side-
effects of biofuels production, which compromise the fuels' green credentials.

Exotic plantation forest: A green desert?

Plantations are done for several reasons including timber and fire wood production, soil and water
conservation, and carbon sequestration. The role of plantations for biodiversity acceleration varies
considerably depending on whether the original land cover is grassland, shrubland, primary forest,
secondary forest, or degraded or exotic pasture, and whether native or exotic tree species are planted.
The plantations can support biodiversity when they are established on degraded lands rather than
replacing natural ecosystems like forests, grasslands, and shrublands, and when indigenous tree species
are used rather than exotic species.

Extraccion y produccion peligrosas

Cada 24 horas se extingue un bosque de una superficie equivalente a dos veces la extension de Paris. La
deforestacidn es una pésima idea ya que un cuarto de los medicamentos que nos alivian proviene de las
selvas tropicales. La tala implica la extincion de no menos de cien especies por dia.

Feux de foréts: plus d'hommes, moins d'incendies?

Des chercheurs du LGGE (laboratoire de glaciologie de géophysique de I'environnement a Grenoble,
Cnrs) et de l'université de Stony Brook (USA) ont retrouvé I'évolution au cours du temps de la
concentration en monoxyde de carbone (CO) et des rapports isotopiques du carbone et de I'oxygéne de
ce gaz, mesurés dans les bulles d'air des deux carottes de glace. Une étude présentée sur le site de
I'INSU (Institut national des sciences de I'Univers, CNRS). Avec un résultat «paradoxal» reconnait I'un des
auteurs de I'étude, le glaciologue grenoblois Jérdme Chappellaz : il n'y a jamais eu si peu d'incendies de
végétation qu'aujourd'hui depuis 650 ans !

Forests size of Russia 'could be restored'
Forests covering an area almost the size of Russia could be restored around the world, according to a
global partnership of scientists.

Genetic breakthrough in fight against honeybee killer
Scientists have developed a chemical-free technique that could make the deadly varroa mite self-
destruct.

Genetic weapon developed against honeybee-killer
Researchers have developed a genetic technique which could revitalise the fight against the honeybee's
worst enemy - the Varroa mite.

Hay bosques del tamafio de Rusia gue "pueden ser reforestado”
Un estudio identifica 1,500 millones de hectareas en el mundo con el potencial de ser reforestados.

Invasive species lie in wait, strike after decades
Animals and plants introduced from foreign habitats may not reveal themselves to be harmful 'invasive'
species for decades, according to a European study.
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La Asamblea General de la ONU aprueba la creacién de una nueva entidad sobre biodiversidad

La Asamblea General de la ONU aprobod la creacién de una nueva entidad que se dedicara a catalizar una
respuesta global ante la pérdida de biodiversidad, asi como de los grandes bosques, las barreras de
corales y otros ecosistemas.

Le rhinocéros, espece menacée d'extinction par le braconnage moderne

Protéger les rhinocéros, une espece menacée d'extinction, s'annonce difficile aussi bien en Afrique
gu'en Asie ou le marché noir pour les cornes de ces mammiferes est en pleine expansion, facilité par
|'utilisation de moyens tres sophistiqués par les braconniers.

Los 'gorilas en la niebla' siguen amenazados

La ultima frase que escribid en su diario la primatéloga Dian Fossey, antes de morir a machetazos en las
montafias de Virunga (Republica Democratica del Congo), hablaba de la necesidad de conservar el
entorno de los gorilas. Eso fue hace justo 25 afios.

Los mayas vy las lecciones ambientales del pasado

Deforestacion, agotamiento de recursos naturales, busqueda desmesurada de poder, consumo excesivo,
incendios, agricultura... No hablamos de la sociedad actual, sino de la civilizacion maya, que desgasto su
tierra con un consumo desmedido. La historia maya es la mejor analogia de la sociedad actual. éSe
actuara para frenar los excesos? ¢Y para frenar el cambio climatico? Por ahora, el camino es similar.

Market forces play a role in making the world a little greener

In mid-19th century Germany, merchants — using goose feathers dyed green to mimic pine needles —
produced the world’s first artificial Christmas trees, a direct response to German deforestation. The
merchants sold fake trees as a green alternative to natural trees. In doing so, they disproved again the
persistent slur that the market can’t, by itself, induce environmental reform.

REDD-plus a new mantra, despite divisions

Sharp divisions have emerged over the forestry agreement at Cancun which faces opposition from
various indigenous people's networks around the world and forest rights campaigners in India.
Ironically, projects on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation plus (REDD-plus)
face opposition in Mexico itself.

Renewed confidence in Cancun

When delegates assembled in Cancun on Nov. 29 for the 16th Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, expectations were not high. Fresh in their minds was the
memory of disappointed hopes in Copenhagen this time last year.

Seeing the world for the trees
An international deal on deforestation makes it ever more important to measure the Earth’s woodlands.

Through the mill

Some industry sources estimate that an ordinary sheet of paper made from cellulose fibers derived from
wood can survive only four to six trips through the recycling process. The Environmental Protection
Agency puts the figure at five to seven times.
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UN Convention to Combat Desertification photo contest 2009
The UNCCD international photo contest 2009 is part of a global effort to raise awareness about the
issues of land degradation and desertification in drylands, and their social consequences.

U.N. species convention seen needing urgent reform
Poor data, minimal funding and lax enforcement are undermining the fight to protect endangered
species, raising the risks from the spread of pests and diseases, scientists say.

Why biodiversity loss and climate change are equal threats
Our biggest ally will be lost if we do not protect and enhance biodiversity in forests and other systems.
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