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Welcome to the NFP Facility Newsletter.

You will find a thematic article, some country stories and updated information on the recent activities
implemented in the partner countries. Happy reading!

 

 Highlight

The nfp platform in Liberia: establishment of County Forest Forum (CFF),
towards the implementation of National Forest Forum (NFF)

Liberia has been implementing the nfp platform since January 2010, with the NFP Facility support.
This platform is composed by an operational and well coordinated National Forest Forum (NFF), 15
County Forest Forums (CFF) and the nfp National Multi-stakeholders Steering Committee (nfp NMSC).
The nfp NMSC, dealing with a range of issues including strategic guidance, fundraising, etc, is the
coordinating body and working arm of the NFF, which has its secretariat placed in the Forestry
Development Authority (FDA). The Steering Committee of each forest-related initiative in the country
(e.g. VPA, FLEGT, Forest Connect, NLBI, etc.) is formed by a task force of nfp NMSC members.

Key stakeholders were selected, after identification and analyse at chiefdom, district and county
level, to be members of the CFF. At present, most of the 15 CFF are established. A NFF will soon be
established with the representatives of the CFFs and key stakeholders.

A CFF workshop for lessons learnt exchange, attended by 70 representatives of the 15 CFF, facilitative
NGOs for the establishment of the CFF, developmental partners, was held on 23 November 2010.
Following are the main outputs: a common understanding of the role of the CFFs and National Forest
Forum (NFF); an agreement on the actions for the sustainability of the CFF; and the definition of the
next steps for the implementation of the NFF.

The nfp platform in Liberia is crucial since it provides the national stakeholders with the following
benefits: (i) a democratic and decentralised governance of the forestry, climate change and natural
resources sectors, (ii) a strengthened flow of information from bottom up and vice-versa, (iii) a
stronger multi-stakeholder participation in the policy process for multi purposes, (iv) articulated
inputs, socialization, validation, implementation of laws, hot issues, etc. Forest-related initiatives,
governmental institutions, and development partners are encouraged to use this platform for an
improved coordination in the country. In that perspective, stakeholders’ voice in the
Counties/Districts/Chiefdoms will be strengthened and will have an impact at national level. 

 
 Country focus

Lesotho, a successful and progressing partnership

Lesotho signed a first Partnership Agreement with the NFP Facility in 2002, with the core objective to
review and revive its national forest programme and to give it the necessary impetus as a forum and
agenda for the development and sustainable management of Lesotho’s forest resources. Under its first
Partnership Agreement, stakeholders have undertaken activities supported by 11 grants which have
supported key baseline studies, awareness raising, training and capacity building at community, technical
and policy levels. Some of the activities implemented were for example a study to determine the
attitudes towards Forestry of Rural Basotho; a study to identify the UNFF and IPF Proposals that are
relevant to Lesotho and which will be incorporated into Lesotho’s revised National Forestry Plan; a study
to identify the factors for creating an effective private forestry sector; and the production of a Forestry
Promotion film. In addition stakeholders were trained in conflict management and in enhancing their
participation in the nfp process. A description of the partnership with Lesotho can be found on the NFP
Facility website here, together with some detailed information on the achievements of the 11 activities
implemented by the stakeholders since 2002.

In September 2010 Lesotho undertook a planning workshop to prepare the second Partnership Agreement
in early 2011. The activities agreed in a participatory manner for the second Partnership will focus on
country wide awareness of the new Forest Policy and the nfp. Capacity building of communities, CBO’s
and Government to implement the nfp is also planned.

 

Cambodia, 2010-2029 strategic framework

The NFp Facility officially launched the partnership with the Royal Government of Cambodia in
September 2007 and a number of activities have been carried out since then, through close collaboration
among Forestry Administration of Cambodia, national stakeholders and international partners. Among
which, the primary output is to assist the Government developing the milestone document of National
Forest Programme (NFP) that has been officially approved by Cambodian Prime Minister on 18 October
2010. The NFP document is a strategic framework covering the period 2010-2029 aiming to lead
Cambodian forestry development towards achieving sustainable forest management. To review and
evaluate the outcomes and impact of NFP Facility support to Cambodia in the past three years, Forestry
Administration of Cambodia, with support from NFP Facility, organized a Workshop on Assessment of
Cambodian NFP Process in Phnom Penh on 20th October 2010. At the workshop, participants representing
stakeholders from government agencies, NGOs, universities and research institutes, and international
organizations reviewed the past and current polices and actions in relation to forestry development in
Cambodia, and identified strengths, gaps and weaknesses existing in Cambodian nfp process. It is agreed
that the most remarkable achievement made in the country so far is the extensive consultation process of
involving multi-stakeholders from different levels and sectors throughout the whole process of NFP
development. The assessment results shows that the main weaknesses existing in Cambodia NFP process
are implementation and M&E, which are also the biggest challenges being faced by Forestry
Administration. 

The contact details person for additional information are as below:

Dr Sokh Heng
Facility National Focal Point
Forestry Administration
40 Norodom Blvd, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: + 855 (0) 12639961
Email: sokhhengpiny@yahoo.com

Recent activities implemented

Involvement of NGOs and communities in Burkina Faso

Strengthening existing community groups / associations entrepreneurship skills and in developing and
accessing sustainable market systems for bees products in Tanzania

 
 Events

Upcoming

18 February 2011: NFP Facility Donor Meeting, Brussels

22-25 February 2011: NFP Facility Steering Committee Meeting, Durban, South Africa

 

Past

December 2010: nfp workshop in Burundi

November 2010: Launching of the second partnership Agreement with Sudan

To see more click here

 

The NFP Facility, hosted by FAO, was created in 2002 to support countries to develop, implement and valorize their nfp. It has

allocated 700 small grants (70% to the civil  society and 30% to governments) based on national priorities, agreed by the

stakeholders, in 80 partner countries and regional organizations, through a transparent process of call for proposals. The wide

range of thematic supported through studies, trainings, knowledge sharing and pilot activities include forest resources,

agroforestry, climate change, development of national forest financing strategies, conflict resolution, national timber industry,

indigenous knowledge, governance and land use. The added value of the NFP Facility is to develop sustainable institutional

mechanisms for consultative processes.
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