
 
Threatened: Forest regeneration is good news for 
 the Philippine tarsier  

 

FAO Philippines project championed in 
Rome 

Bohol Island regeneration presented for International Year of 
Forests 
 
A small but hugely successful FAO project to 
regenerate and protect forests on the 
Philippine island of Bohol has been picked to 
represent FAO's work for the launch of the 
UN’s International Year of Forests. 

A video featuring the project, which can be 
seen here, was presented to member nations 
this week in Rome as the Organization 
marked the event. 

Forests on the island of Bohol had suffered 
from decades of abuse and bad land 
management as the local community slashed 
and burned trees to create fields and pasture 
so that families could be fed. 

In some areas, there was hardly anything left – no trees and no crops – just the hardy grass 
species that was the last thing to grow in the degraded soil. 

But the three-year FAO project, which had a total budget of just US$253 000, has changed the 
way the local community think about their home. 

Implemented by the Philippines department of environment and natural resources and local 
NGOs with financial and technical support from FAO, the project established demonstration 
sites and provided hands-on training for the local community in an ingeniously low-cost 
technique to help the forests help themselves. 

Teams of local people scour the land looking for tree seedlings that have started growing 
naturally but are struggling to break through the carpet of tough grass. 

Once a seedling is spotted, the teams weed a ring around it to prevent the grass from taking the 
water and nutrients it needs to grow, also helping sunlight to penetrate the area. Grasses are 
regularly pressed flat until the tree seedlings have a chance to grow above the grass and shade 
it out. 

Because the approach makes use of what’s already growing in the ground, this assisted natural 
regeneration method costs half as much as traditional replanting. 

 



 
Forests: 13 million hectares lost each year 

As the emerging forest continues to grow, local people regularly patrol the land, helping 
seedlings but also guarding the forests from illegal harvesting and grazing. Key to success is 
controlling wildfires that in the past burned the grassy areas every year, preventing the tree 
seedlings from growing to mature size.  

“Before, these forests were just being cut down and burned continuously,” says Elisio Chavez, 
one of the islanders who works on the teams. “Then the project started, and people started 
taking care of the forests.” 

The regeneration of the forests has resulted in improved soil quality, allowing women to grow 
the tropical Pandanus plants from which they make baskets for sale throughout the Philippines. 

Ecotourism on Bohol is also flourishing, and 
protected forests are also good news for the tiny 
threatened Philippine tarsier, one of the world’s 
smallest primates, which lives in them. 

FAO’s assistant director-general of forestry, 
Eduardo Rojas-Briales, says the Bohol island 
project was an easy choice to represent the 
Organization’s work at the launch of the 
International Year of Forests. 

“We picked the project as a positive example of 
what can be done,” Rojas-Briales says. 

“In fact, when we sent a video team to capture 
what was happening there, they had trouble getting 
images of recent deforestation because the project 
is working so well.” 

The Bohol site was one of three demonstration and training sites supported by the FAO project, 
designed to promote awareness of the potential for low-cost approaches to forest regeneration. 

FAO continues to work closely with the Philippines department of environment and natural 
resources to scale up the work initiated under the project, and the government has allocated 
special funding to support assisted natural regeneration on over 9 000 hectares of land. 

“We are now building on the success of the Philippines project to implement similar projects in 
four other countries in Southeast Asia – Indonesia, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia,” says 
Bangkok-based senior forestry officer Patrick Durst.. 

While regeneration on Bohol Island is indicative of a general upswing in forest regeneration, 
especially in Asia, Rojas-Briales warns that much progress needs to be made. 

Some 850 million hectares of forest – an area size of Brazil – still lie spoiled and degraded 
worldwide, and every year a further 13 million hectares are lost. 

 



“Particularly in regions where land is seen as an unlimited asset, there is a weaker performance 
in stewarding land. 

“In other areas of the world, extreme poverty can force people to fell trees for subsistence,” he 
says. 

“It’s important that we continue moving forward and not just say, ‘trends are being reversed, we 
can stop there’, because we’ll find ourselves back in the same situation.” 

FAO is planning a string of events during the International Year of Forests and staff will be kept 
up to date with a special page created for the event. 

Related links 
Regenerating Forests in the Philippines (video) 
Assisted natural regeneration of forests 
UN International Year of Forests 
FAO International Year of Forests page 

 

 
 


