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Pests and their associated damage threaten the ability of forests to provide their economic, environmental and 
social benefits. Expanded international trade, coupled with local climatic change, may increase the potential for 
movement of pests and their establishment in new areas. In 2010, FAO, in collaboration with the International 
Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), developed a tool to help foresters deal with this increasing threat which can 
result in deforestation and forest degradation.

The Guide to implementation of phytosanitary standards in forestry, prepared by a multistakeholder process, 
provides clear and concise guidance on forest health practices that will help to minimize pest presence and 
spread while allowing safe trade. In helping to protect forests, the guide will also contribute to countries’ efforts to 

reduce carbon emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation (REDD+).

In 2011, FAO and partners will focus on strengthening 
country capacity to implement the guide. The main goals are 
to disseminate the key messages widely and to improve the 
collaboration between people working in forestry and plant 
protection authorities. This will be achieved through a 
communication effort (FAO Web site, posters, videos, 
brochures, presentations at international fora) and through 
workshops and training courses coordinated by regional 
forest invasive species networks and/or FAO’s Regional 
Forestry Commissions. The courses will be adapted based 
on the information needs of the participants. 

Field implementation will be piloted in developing countries 
with the support of the FAO-Finland Forestry Programme and 
other sponsors. 

For more information on the guide and field activities, please 
contact: Gillian Allard, FAO Forest Protection and Health 
Officer (gillian.allard@fao.org) or the IPPC Secretariat 
(ippc@fao.org) or visit our Web site.

www.fao.org/forestry/foresthealthguide

the way forward

Some numbers

>4 billion = global forest area in hectares
31 = percent of the world’s land area covered by 
forests

125 = percentage increase in the volume of wood 
products traded internationally from 1992 to 2008

>120 billion = total value (in US dollars) of 
forest products removed from forests (2005)

~10 million = people employed in forest 
management and conservation; many more are 
directly dependent on forests for their livelihoods

35 million = hectares of forest damaged by 
outbreaks of forest insect pests each year 

*****
177 = contracting parties to IPPC

46 and >100 = countries and specialists 
contributing to the guide, respectively

6 = official languages of FAO in which the guide is 
produced


