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Southeast Asia at the Summit of the Three Rainforest Basins 
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Deforestation continues at an alarming rate in most of the 30 countries belonging to the globe’s rainforest basins, 

FAO and the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) warns. The three tropical forest basins, the Amazon 

and Congo Basin and the forests of Southeast Asia reported a net loss of forest area of 5.4 million hectares per year 

between 2000 and 2010, a decrease from 7.1 million hectares annually between 1990-2000, according to a new 

study published by FAO and ITTO. 

The report will be presented to the Summit of the Three Rainforest Basins, being held in Brazzaville, Republic of 

Congo (31 May-3 June 2011). The Amazon Basin suffered the largest net loss of forests, about 3.6 million hectares 

per year between 2000 and 2010, followed by Southeast Asia, which lost one million ha annually. In the Congo Basin, 

the conversion of forests to agricultural land was much slower, with a net loss of forests amounting to around 700 000 

ha over the period 2000-2010. As a result, the total carbon stock in forests decreased by an estimated 1.2 gigatonnes 

annually during 2000-2010. 

Less than 15 percent of the total forest areas in the three basins is covered by a forest management plan, and only 

3.5 percent of the total forest area is managed in a sustainable way. Just over one percent has undergone 

certification. 

Positive news  

But the state of forests in the three rainforest basins also shows some positive developments, the FAO/ITTO study 

said. The rate of rainforest losses in the three basins is declining. When comparing the average annual loss of the 



1990s (7.1 million ha per year) with that of the 2000-2010 period (5.4 million ha/year), the rate fell by 24 percent. 

Close to 200 million ha, or 18 percent of all forests in the three basins, are located in national parks, game reserves 

and other protected areas. The area of planted forests increased by over half a million ha per year between 2000-

2010. Planted forests are likely to supply an increasing share of the demand for wood in the future.  Conservation of 

biological diversity is now taking place on more than 187 million ha or 14 percent of the total forest area, an increase 

by more than 53 million ha since 1990. 

FAO and the ITTO stressed that the potential value of the many goods and services provided by rainforests in the 

three basins clearly outweigh the benefits that can be obtained from almost any alternative land use. 

Recognizing the value of forests  

“Recent studies have found, for example, that the value of tropical forest services (such as carbon sequestration, 

biodiversity conservation and soil and water protection) could reach many thousands of dollars per hectare,” wrote 

Eduardo Rojas-Briales, FAO Assistant Director-General Forestry and Emmanuel Ze Meka, ITTO Executive Director 

in a foreword to the report. 

“Unfortunately, markets to remunerate such services, where they exist, remain in their infancy. In the face of 

economic and social pressure to convert forest land to other purposes, it is essential that all the values of tropical 

forests are recognized and adequately recompensed to promote their retention and sustainable management.” 

Initiatives such as the UN Collaborative Initiative on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 

(REDD+) in developing countries may provide access to much-needed financial resources and capacity building in 

support of countries’ efforts to reduce deforestation and forest degradation and to conserve and manage forests in a 

sustainable way. 

Report available at http://www.fao.org/forestry/fra/70893/en/ 
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