Guidance on Visa Application to China 

This guide provides general information on how to apply for a Chinese visa. Please contact Chinese embassies or consulates where you plan to apply for visa(s) or visit the Chinese Embassies or Consulates website (http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjb/zwjg/2490/) for updated and detailed requirements.

1. Visa-free occasions 

· Diplomatic, service or official passport holders from countries which have signed mutual visa-waiving agreements with China can enter China without a visa with duration of no more than 30 days. 

· The APEC Business Travel Card is regarded as a multiple entry visa valid for three years. Thus the Card holder with a valid passport is entitled to enter China for multiple entries. The duration of each stay in China should be no more than 2 months.
2. Visa application 

In most cases, a Business Visa (F-visa) is needed to enter China. Normally, the following documents should be presented to Chinese Embassies or Consulates:

· Original passport which has at least 6 months left before it expires from the date of application and sufficient blank visa pages.  

· One completed Visa Application Form (v2011A).
· Formal invitation, the issuance of which will be the organizer’s responsibility to assist visa application (formal invitations will be issued by APFNet on registration).

3. Special cases 

Those from countries that do not have Chinese embassies or consulates, or have no diplomatic relationships with China, should apply for Chinese visa from the appointed ones in neighboring countries (see website to download form）.
4. Visa on Arrival 
Visa on arrival is usually issued to private passport holders for travel purpose in coastal cities in China, thus is strongly not recommended. Early registration for the event and timely provision of your information will ensure a successful visa application.
5. Responsibility

Participants are responsible for obtaining all necessary visas prior to travel.
