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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

First of all let me congratulate the organizers for this very important conference. This event 

has clearly demonstrated the many contributions forests, trees on farms and agroforestry 

systems make to food security and nutrition, which have often been overlooked in the past. 

Most of us, even in the Committee on World Food Security, normally associate forests with 

wood and not with food. It is one of the great achievements of this conference that it has 

shown us just how important forests are for the food security, nutrition and livelihoods of 

millions of poor rural people.  

It is important that the outcomes of the conference are made known to relevant stakeholders 

outside the forest sector, especially those governmental and non-governmental agencies 

dealing with issues related to food security in member countries. Policy decisions related to 

food security need to take into account that forests are not only direct providers of food, but 

also provide the fuel to cook food, are a source of income to buy food and a provider of 

environmental services that are crucial for sustainable agriculture. 

I also see this conference as an excellent opportunity to raise awareness of the contributions of 

forests to food security and nutrition at the international level, for example through the 

Committee on World Food Security. It could the first step in a process that would aim at 

mainstreaming the role of forests and trees in the international policy debate on food security 

and nutrition.  

Another opportunity for international awareness raising will be the International Conference 

on Nutrition or ICN2, which will take place in 2014. This week’s conference has highlighted 

the importance of forest foods like fruits, nuts, mushrooms, leaves, insects and wild animals 

for the diets of people living in and around forested areas. Often forest foods are their main 

source of protein or they provide vitamins and minerals to otherwise bland staple diets, thus 

contributing to a nutritious diet. This is an important message to be integrated into the 

discussions during the ICN2.  

The forests of the world are still under threat. Deforestation rates, although diminished in a 

number of countries, are still alarmingly high. We need to be aware that by losing forests we 

are not only losing the trees that provide the timber for building our houses and the furniture 

inside these houses, but also a valuable source of food and a resource that guarantees a 

healthy environment. 


