
Closing Statement (Plenary) 

Eduardo Rojas-Briales, Assistant Director-General, FAO Forestry Department 

Honorable Ministers, Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The last few days have covered a lot of ground, but we’ve already helped stimulate debate within 
and beyond these walls on the role of forests for food security and nutrition.  

First, FAO shall move ahead in expanding its work on forests, trees and agroforestry systems and their 
linkage to food and nutrition security. As noted in the Conference summary, millions of people rely 
on forests for food and nutrition, be directly or indirectly. Forests, trees and agroforestry systems 
warrant much more attention in development and food security strategies.  

 

Food and nutrition security

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Forests

Direct: animal protein, 
carbohydrates, sugar, 
fats, vitamins, others

Indirect: medicinal plants, fire wood, 
fodder, income , supporting material 
for agriculture, packaging material

Environmental services: genetic resources,
mangroves and rivers (fisheries), soil 
protection, water supply, shelter for 
agroforestry (N, nutrients)

 

 

 

While a traditional quantitative based approach would neglect easily the role of forests in F&NS, the 
more we move to a systemic approach in which elements like resilience and interdependence are 
considered, the more the contribution of forests emerge. Big synergy wins can be expected from this 
approach, which is very much in line with the Rio+20 mandate. But it should be not overseen that 
human development is the final goal all the others should contribute to and from that perspective 
the overall contribution of forests is even more impressive. Forest can be crucial for solving most of 
the challenges Rio+20 identified around food, energy, climate change, land and water, biodiversity, 
poverty alleviation or greening the economies but it cannot do it always, unlimited and in the same 
time. But the limits regarding the physical potential (sustainability) as well as the need to return 
upstream a part of the benefits that other sectors and human activities benefit from, need to be 
acknowledged if we do not want to disappoint the huge expectations created. Otherwise we might 
repeat a similar inequity as the gender one (mother syndrome) on the shoulders of the forest 
dependent communities. 



 

 

FAO will increase its work with partners to create more food secure environments. We expect that 
that governments, civil society, the private sector, research and other stakeholders will also take the 
necessary steps to integrate forests and trees in actions that promote food security. FAO will work 
with many governmental and non-governmental stakeholders to address these issues, including in 
the context of FAO’s new Partnership strategies for working with civil society and the private sector.  

FAO will work to ensure others are aware of the outcomes of this conference. With FAO taking a more 
integrated approach to forest and agriculture work, the full contributions of forests should be 
mainstreamed into international debates on food security in nutrition. We hope that the outcome of 
this Conference will inspire the next session of CFS ensuring a broadening of the approach to food 
and nutrition security. Other opportunities shall surely be explored like ICN+21 or Expo 2015.  

FAO will work concretely to ensure your words are translated into action. This will be a key part of 
FAO Forestry’s work under the new FAO Strategic Framework. The elements of the new Strategic 
Framework have been approved while action plans and a programme of work for the Framework are 
still being prepared. The proceedings and outcomes from this Conference will help FAO develop 
inputs to the thematic action plans detailing forestry’s activities and project contributions to the first 
strategic objective on hunger and food insecurity.  

 FAO is committed to align its efforts to overcome hunger and achieve food security. FAO’s Strategic 
Framework will be cross-cutting and interdisciplinary will require us to work across departments and 
collaborate more with partners. This Conference was an excellent example of how we all can work 
across disciplines and organizations in order to achieve much more ambitious targets.   

Finally, we all are requested to increase our communication efforts in this topic. This Conference has 
already improved communication and raised awareness on the important contributions forests, trees 
and agroforestry systems make to food security and nutrition, and very especially on the contribution 
of insects as you could follow.  

As all successful outcomes, it has been the consequence of a collective effort. This conference would 
not have been possible without crucial contributions of many partners an people that I would like to 
thank at this stage: 

- ICRAF, CIFOR, the World Bank and Bioversity International for organizing this conference 

with FAO; 

- DFID/UK, Germany, Norway, the World Bank, ICRAF and the US Forest Service for their 

generous financial contributions that made this conference possible; 

- All the speakers for their insightful contributions and all participants for the lively 

discussions; 

- The moderators for guiding the discussions; 

- And the interpreters for their patience  

- Finally, I would like to thank the team that organized the conference, especially Fred Kafeero, 

Simmone Rose and Eva Muller (inspiring lead) as well as the many colleagues in Forestry and 

from the other Departments of FAO (technical and communications) who worked tirelessly in 

the past months to make this conference a success. Though I cannot name them all, they 

deserve a special applause. 



In taking the Conference messages back to your home countries, I hope each of you will become 
ambassadors for promoting forests for food security and nutrition (and also insects). I would like to 
wish you all a safe journey back to your home countries and look forward to hearing about what you 
have achieved. Thank you. 

 


