
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

European Forest Week 2013 

 

 

1. Why a week on forests in Europe? 
 

The second European Forest Week is the primary gathering of various forest 
related stakeholders including: governments; industries; private organizations; 
donors and the general public wanting to learn more and participate. It 
demonstrates and reinforces political commitment and actions to managing 
Europe’s forests more and more sustainably.  The week-long events provide a 
unique opportunity to: 
 

 Promote the role of the forest-based sector in “greening” the economy: 
improving human well-being and social equity, while reducing 
environmental risks and ecological scarcities  

 Raise awareness on the good health of forests in Europe that are 
sustainably managed, growing in area and volume;  

 Celebrate the concept of sustainability which originated in the forest sector; 

 Increase the visibility of the forest-based sector and its current and potential 
contributions to a sustainable economy;  

 Engage with other sectors in a participatory dialogue on forest related 
issues. 

 
2. What were the main results of the first European Forest Week?  

The first European Forest Week took place in 2008 in Italy. Its main objectives 
were to: 

 Increase the visibility of the forest based-sector and its contribution to 
development of economy and society in Europe;  

 Raise awareness about its important contributions to mitigating climate 
change, providing freshwater and protecting the environment; 

 Engage other sectors in a participatory dialogue on forest related issues. 

It was celebrated in Rome with events parallel to the joint session of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Timber Committee and 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) European 
Forestry Commission. In addition various national celebrations took place 
throughout Europe. Rome-based events focused on the themes climate 
change, energy, water and “working together for forests”. The tremendous 
success of the first European Forest Week inspires the preparations of the 
upcoming events in Finland and throughout Europe. In particular, in 2008:  

 More than 450 delegates from 45 countries met to discuss collaboration on 
sustainable forest management; 

 Over 150 in-country events took place in 30 countries under the motto and 
logo of the European Forest Week; 

 A 60-year history of a joint UNECE/FAO work on forests in Europe was 
celebrated. 



 
3. What is a sustainably managed forest? 
 
According to the FAO sustainable forest management is the stewardship and 
use of forests and forest lands in a way, an at a rate, that maintains their 
biological diversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality and their potential 
to fulfil, now and in the future, relevant ecological economic and social 
functions, at local, national and global levels, and that does not cause damage 
on other ecosystems. 
 
Sustainably managed forests play an essential role in the carbon cycle and 
provide essential environmental and social values and services, beyond their 
contribution as a source of wood, such as biodiversity conservation; protection 
against erosion; watershed protection and employment in often fragile rural 
areas.  

 
4. What is a Green Economy? 

Green economy, according to United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
is a system which results in improved human well-being and social equity, while 
significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities.  

At the heart of a green economy is low carbon output helping a more stable 
climate, resource efficiency that does not use more than nature can replenish 
and inclusiveness whereby all sectors of society have a say and a responsibility 
in the care of resources so that resources remain healthy while sustaining our 
livelihoods.  

5. How important are forests in Europe? 

The forest area in Europe has grown by 17 million hectares over the last 20 
years – about half of the size of Germany. The value of marketed roundwood in 
Europe reached EUR 21.1 billion in 2010, and marketed non-wood goods 
amounted to EUR 2.7 billion. 

 In total the forest sector, including forest management, the wood industry, and 
the pulp and paper industry, account for about 1% of GDP in Europe, and 0.8% 
in Russia.  

Europe currently employs around 4 million people throughout the forestry sector 
including the wood, pulp and paper processing industries. From recreation 
areas to food and fuel, clean air and water, forests underpin our everyday lives.  

And not only that, innovations in the use of forest materials are leading the way: 
bioplastics are being developed for electronics and automotive industries as 
well as hygiene and packaging.  

6. What are the threats? 

While Europe’s forests are in a good shape, threats persist to varying degrees 
depending on particular regions. For example, damage due to storms, wind 
and snow are mainly observed in Central-West, Central-East, North-West and 
South-West Europe while damage due to forest fires are mainly seen in the 
Russian Federation, South-West and South-East Europe. In total about 1% of 
Europe’s forests are affected by bugs and diseases, which equals to 11 million 
hectares. Sustainable forest management is the best way to mitigate the 
threats.   

 

 



7. How can the forest sector contribute to a green economy? 

The forest sector must use all its resources wisely and economically, minimising 
waste, recovering, reusing and recycling as much as possible; it should 
contribute to mitigation of climate change by sequestering carbon in forests and 
forest products, and by substituting renewable wood-based products and fuels 
for non-renewable products and fuels; and in doing these things, the forest 
sector should care for and build up its workforce, developing the necessary 
skills and significantly improving the occupational safety and health of workers.  
Keeping forests healthy as a driving force for a greener economy requires 
action by all stakeholders at all levels.  

An “Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy” developed with the 
support of UNECE and FAO is on its way. It outlines steps to deliver on a 
steady and secure future for Europe’s forests and spans five pillars for uptake 
by all sectors: 

 Sustainable production and consumption of forest products;  

 A low carbon forest sector; 

 Decent green jobs in the forest sector; 

 Long term provision of forest ecosystem services; 

 Policy development and monitoring of the forest sector in relation to 

a green economy. 

All actors and stakeholders, public and private, national and international, 
should work in a flexible way, sharing resources and experience, developing 
innovative approaches, and communicating much better inside the sector, with 
other sectors and with the general public and policy makers. In this way, the 
forest sector can truly achieve its potential contribution to the economic 
development of the region. 

 
8. How should some of the less forested countries in Europe benefit 

from their forest resources? 
 

The role of forests is particularly acute for less forested countries in Europe to 
address environmental problems like soil erosion, pollution and climate change, 
which otherwise may impact heavily on communities and their livelihoods. 
Strengthening of the forest sector will enable countries to gain both 
environmental and economic benefits. To this end, forest sector policies and 
institutions need to be strengthened; provision of sustainable forest products 
need to be expanded including for renewable energy production. 

 
9. Can forests provide alternative to fuel without being endangered? 
 
Use of wood, following sustainable forest management practices and minimum 
energy efficiency thresholds, is a largely amenable source of renewable energy. 
Wood energy provides for greater production of locally-generated energy, 
diversifies renewable energy portfolios and reduces dependence on fossil fuels. 
Private forest landowners in Europe have favourable views of wood energy 
given the current positive growth/harvesting balance of standing biomass in 
forests and the potential for a new source of revenue. 
 
According to the European Forest Sector Outlook Study II Promoting wood 
energy scenario the use of wood for energy in 2030 would be nearly 860 million 
m3, which is 60% of total wood consumption. This would require total wood 
supply of 22% more than in the Reference scenario. It would be impossible to 



mobilize such large volumes of wood without endangering the forests 
sustainability and would require increasing volumes of imports to Europe.  

 

Do you have more questions? 

Please visit: 
 
- The FAO Forestry Department website at:  

http://www.fao.org/forestry/en/ 
 
- The UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber website at: 

http://www.unece.org/forests.html 
 

- The European Forest Institute website at:  
http://www.efi.int/portal/ 
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