
STANDING TALL – ABOUT EUROPE’S FORESTS 

Background Information on European Forest Week 

The European Forest Week is an initiative launched by a group of 15 partners1 willing to 
promote sustainable forest management and raise awareness on the contribution of 
the forest-based sector to a green economy.  

This is the second celebration of Europe’s forests inspired by the success of the first ever 
European Forest Week (EFW) organized in Italy in 2008 and celebrated throughout Europe. 
This year the theme is “The role of forests and forest products in a Green Economy”. 

The European Forest Week takes place alongside “Metsä2013”, the joint session of the 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) European Forestry 
Commission, on 9-13 December 2013 in Rovaniemi, Finland. National celebrations will be 
organized throughout Europe as well.  

European Forest Week moves us to: 

 Promote the role of the forest-based sector in “greening” the economy: improving human 
well-being and social equity, while reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities  

 Raise awareness on the good health of forests in Europe that are sustainably managed, 
growing in area and volume;  

 Celebrate the concept of sustainability which originated in the forest sector; 

 Increase the visibility of the forest-based sector and its current and potential contributions 
to a sustainable economy;  

 Engage with other sectors in a participatory dialogue on forest related issues. 
 

Forests in a Green Economy 

The United Nations Environment Programme’s green economy approach is one which results 
in improved human well-being and social equity while significantly reducing environmental 
risks and ecological scarcities. At the heart of a green economy is low carbon output helping a 
more stable climate; resource efficiency that does not use more than nature can replenish; and 
inclusiveness whereby all sectors of society have a say and a responsibility in the care of 
resources so that these resources remain healthy while sustaining our livelihoods.   

Forests’ role in a green economy is more relevant than ever because they can 
sustainably provide alternative to all range of products that are harmful to the 
environment and the climate. The future is here and already bioproducts and biochemicals 
are being used in the food, hygiene and packaging industries; special wood products are now 
replacing concrete in construction with new building regulations allowing for the use of wood in 
high-rise buildings. Forests sustain economies by the products and services they provide and 
furthermore, directly employ around 4 million people in Europe alone, mainly through the 
wood, pulp and paper-processing industries.  

Forests are our obvious source of wood but forests do much more: they are like carbon 
warehouses, storing the gases that exacerbate climate change. Sustainably managed forests 
therefore play an important role in the carbon cycle. They also provide essential environmental 
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and social services: conserving biodiversity, giving us clean air and water, protecting against 
floods and erosion, and serving as large recreation areas.  

The forest sector contributes already largely to the green economy and it can do still 
more if governments and others seize the opportunity to use wood based products for 
green construction and furniture wherever possible and take measures to support the wider 
and wise adoption of modern wood energy.  

An “Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy” developed with the support of 
UNECE and FAO is on its way. Its vision is that: 

 In a green economy, the forest sector makes a maximum contribution to human well-
being, through the supply of marketed and unmarketed forest goods and services, and the 
creation of revenue and livelihoods, while conserving forest biodiversity, and maintaining 
and developing forest ecosystem services on a sustainable basis, all within the context of 
a changing climate. A green economy opens up additional opportunities for growth and 
employment in the forest sector. 
 

 In a green economy, the forest sector protects the welfare of all stakeholders, including 
forest dependent indigenous peoples, forest owners, forest industry and the forestry 
workforce, uses all resources wisely and economically, and contributes to the mitigation of 
climate change through both sequestration and substitution, while also providing tools for 
climate change adaptation of societies. 
 

 In a green economy, forest sector governance systems take into full account all of the 
ecosystem services provided by the forest, compensating suppliers for providing them 
whenever appropriate). Progress is monitored in a transparent way, and policies adjusted 
to reach the goals which will be agreed at the national, regional or local levels. The forest 
sector learns from other parts of the emerging green economy and shares its own 
experience with them, to mutual benefit. 

 

The Action Plan outlines steps to deliver on a steady and secure future for Europe’s 

forests and spans five pillars for uptake by all sectors working together with the forest 

sector  

 Sustainable production and consumption of forest products  

 A low carbon forest sector  

 Decent green jobs in the forest sector  

 Long term provision of forest ecosystem services 

 Policy development and monitoring of the forest sector in relation to a green economy 
 

The forest sector in the UNECE region makes the greatest possible contribution to the 
emerging green economy. This Action Plan is meant to inspire action and provide the basis for 
plans and activities to focus on the contribution of forests in a green economy. 
 
Contributions 

The organizers encourage wide participation and involvement of government officials from 
forest and non-forest sectors as well as representatives of international, regional and national 
organizations that deal with forest-related issues in Europe, including NGOs, the private 
sector, schools and academic institutions.  
 
Interested stakeholders can contribute to the second European Forest Week by organizing 
national celebrations throughout Europe, as well as by holding side or parallel events during 
Metsä2013 in Rovaniemi, Finland.  

 



 EFW National celebrations throughout Europe: 
National stakeholders are invited to organize events to address forest issues of national 
relevance and link them with the objectives of the week. In-country activities may include: 
celebrations of forests at the national and local levels; specific events by private or public 
organisations; competitions, exhibits, fairs, school activities; videos and publications. 
A FAO website (http://www.fao.org/forestry/efw2013/en) will be dedicated to the national 
events and will provide suggested messages and information resources for event organizers. 
As more information and material will be made available, it will be posted on the 
aforementioned website.  
 

 EFW celebrations in Rovaniemi, Finland: 
Parallel and side events in Rovaniemi will provide an opportunity for stakeholders to highlight 
how the forest sector and forests, through their multiple services, contribute to our daily lives 
and to a greener economy. The possibility of organizing parallel and side events is open to all 
and will be limited to the availability of rooms. Therefore, stakeholders considering the 
organization of such events are invited to consult as soon as possible the application 
guidelines, which are available at the UNECE website as follows:  

- For side events at: 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/timber/other/Guidelines_for_Side_Events.pdf 
- For parallel events at: 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/timber/other/Guidelines_Parallel_Events.pdf 

 
 
More information about: 

 European Forest Week 2013:  
http://www.unece.org/forests/efw2013.html 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/efw2013/en/ 

 European Forest Week 2008: http://www.fao.org/forestry/48456/en/ 

 Metsä2013: http://www.unece.org/metsa2013.html  

 Green economy: http://www.unece.org/forests/greeneconomy.html 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/81576/en/
http://www.unece.org/forests/efw2013.html
http://www.fao.org/forestry/efw2013/en/

