
           

 

 

The world’s forests cover an area of just over 4 billion 

hectares, which represents 31 percent of the total land area. 

Forests are important resources that provide a wide range of 

environmental, economic and social benefits. They provide a 

variety of valuable products, such as timber, fuelwood, fibre 

and other wood and non-wood forest products, and 

contribute to the livelihoods of rural communities. They 

provide vital ecosystem services, such as combating 

desertification, protecting watersheds, regulating climate, and 

maintaining biodiversity, and play an important role in 

preserving social and cultural values. As such, it is very 

important to protect the world’s forests from harm. 

FAO’s Global Forest Resource Assessment (FRA 2010) data 

shows that the extent of forest adversely affected by insects 

alone was 35 million hectares per year. While this total is 

considered an underestimate, this data shows that pests and 

their associated damage threaten the ability of forests to 

provide their economic, environmental and social benefits. 

Expanded international trade, coupled with local climatic 

change, may increase the potential for movement of pests 

and their establishment in new areas.  

FAO and partners, in collaboration with the International Plant 

Protection Convention (IPPC), developed a tool to help 

foresters deal with these increasing threats. The Guide to 

implementation of phytosanitary standards in forestry 

provides clear and concise guidance on forest health practices 

that will help to minimize pest presence and spread while 

allowing safe trade. In helping to protect forests, it will also 

contribute to countries’ efforts to reduce carbon emissions 

from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD).  It has 

been published in Chinese, English, French, Russian and 

Spanish, and is available online at: 

www.fao.org/forestry/foresthealthguide. 

 

Communicating the message 

To make the key messages of the Guide even more 

accessible, a refresher course for forest sector 

personnel has been prepared as an interactive e-

learning course – Good practices for forest health 

protection – based on Chapter 3 of the Guide. The 

course which has been field tested and piloted in 

more than 50 countries, has six modules, features a 

self-assessment quiz at the end of each module, and 

is available at:  

www.fao.org/forestry/foresthealthguide/76169. 

 

As part of the implementation phase there has been 

a targeted communication effort through posters, 

brochures, presentations at international fora and 

workshops which have contributed to increased 

understanding of the role of foresters in 

implementation of phytosanitary standards. 
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