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Secretariat – note for agenda item 9 ‘Programme Priorities for FAO in Forestry’ 

 

Thematic Expansion of the International Poplar Commission (IPC)  
 

 

 

1. The International Poplar Commission (IPC) is a technical statutory body within the framework of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). It was founded in 1947 by 9 

European countries and now comprises 37 member countries
1
. To date, the IPC aims to promote the 

cultivation, conservation and utilization of poplars and willows of the Salicaceae family. It carries out 

its mandate by supporting research and management activities through six international, cross-

disciplinary working parties dealing with genetics, conservation and tree improvement; production 

systems; environmental applications; insect pests; diseases; and the harvesting and utilization of poplar 

wood. One of the major projects of the working parties for the past 10 years has been the compilation 

of a comprehensive world-monograph on poplars and willows that will be published by a commercial 

publishing company by the end of 2012.  

 

2. The IPC is the only international forum that brings together poplars and willow managers, users and 

researchers to facilitate the exchange of ideas and the discussion of topics that are of concern to the 

member countries. IPC is also the only international authority for the registration of the names of 

cultivars and clones of poplars (decision taken in 1958 by the International Commission for the 

Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants). It has had an important role in the development of the forest and 

timber sectors in rural areas, largely through the transfer of knowledge on poplar and willow 

cultivation and the exchange of technologies and breeding material. 

 

3. Poplars and willows are multi-purpose species and form an important component of forestry and 

agricultural production systems worldwide, often owned by small-scale farmers. They provide a long 

list of wood and fibre products (sawn lumber, veneer, plywood, pulp and paper, packing crates, pallets, 

poles, furniture and small handicraft), non-wood products (animal fodder), environmental services 

(rehabilitation of degraded lands, forest landscape restoration, climate change mitigation) and are 

grown increasingly in bio-energy plantations for the production of biofuels. These attributes make 

poplars and willows ideally suited for supporting rural livelihoods, enhancing food security, 

alleviating poverty and contributing to sustainable land-use and rural development. 

 

4. Poplars and willows are limited to temperate and temperate-warm climates, while in other regions 

many of the economic and environmental benefits of planted forests are provided by other genera 

successfully growing in short-rotation forestry and agroforestry production schemes, which have 

gained in significance through new silvicultural methods, tree improvement and hybridization 

techniques.  

 

5. Taking into account the experience and knowledge generated through IPC in its 65 years of existence 

the 21
st
 Committee on Forestry may wish to encourage the Executive Committee of the International 

Poplar Commission, which will meet in Dehradun, India, on 29 October 2012, to consider the 
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opportunity of expanding the IPC thematic scope. While maintaining the existing mandate on poplars 

and willows, the IPC may consider the inclusion of other tree genera with similar attributes in order to 

broaden the interest of FAO’s member countries in the Commission, to strengthen the impact of tree 

planting on the sustainable development of national forest and timber sectors in rural areas, and to 

attract more funding options for an enlarged membership and outreach of the Commission’s mandate. 


