
25 June 2013, Brussels – “Although illegal logging practices have declined, thanks in part to increased national and international 
efforts to raise awareness and address these issues, forest loss remains a significant challenge,” Director of FAO’s Forest Economics, 
Policy and Products Division, Eva Muller, told participants at an all-day seminar dedicated to sharing experiences on the Forest Law 
Enforcement, Governance and Trade Support Programme for African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP-FLEGT Support Programme). 
“Stakeholder engagement and support remains vital to ensure legality in all land use practices remains at the forefront,” she added.

Nearly fifty people attended the event, marking the official closing of 
the four-year ACP-FLEGT Support Programme which has sustained 
timber-producing countries in their efforts to improve forest 
governance and ultimately enable Sustainable Forest Management 
(SFM).  Participants included representatives from the European 
Commission, the ACP Secretariat and associated ambassadors, 
international civil society and forestry experts, beneficiary 
organizations and other European Union (EU)-based donors. 

Throughout the day, beneficiary organizations from Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) countries and non-VPA 
countries including Belize, Uganda, Ghana, Cameroon, Republic 
of the Congo and Nigeria presented their experiences and discussed 
challenges ahead.

“As a result of the study on timber producing states funded by the Programme, Nigeria has really embraced the challenges of corruption 
and levels of illegality in the forest sector,” said Tom Fameso of Nigeria’s Federal Department of Forestry. “This study empowered actors 
in the forest sector who want to see change,” he added. 

Rodrigue Ngonzo from local non-profit Forêts et Développement Rural (FODER) explained that the discussion on forest sector corruption 
was largely absent prior to Programme support, but stakeholders are now talking openly about the challenges, which he alleges are rife 
across all extractive resource industries. FAO support has brought stakeholders to the table and allowed free and open discussion; there 
is now a significant difference in the quality of talk regarding challenges, he added. 

FROM ACP-FLEGT TO EU FAO FLEGT: LOOKING BACK AND MOVING FORWARD

ACP-FLEGT Support Programme achievements:

 ■ 500 workshops/meetings attended by more than 18 000 
local stakeholders;

 ■ over 8 000 stakeholders trained;
 ■ 55 manuals, guidelines and strategies produced;
 ■ 38 policies and legal framework documents published;
 ■ 93 platforms supported (including multi-stakeholder, 

community forest committees, private sector and civil 
society platforms); 

 ■ 16 studies on timber trade and illegal logging carried out;
 ■ 16 internal audits and traceability systems tested.

Tom Fameso,
Nigeria’s Federal Department of Forestry
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Over 100 projects were funded in 33 countries 
with EU and FAO funds, including 54 civil society 
organizations, 41 government institutions and 11 
private sector organizations. 

“Small-scale activities such as those funded through 
our programme can build on national processes in the 
forest sector to bring about real impacts,” Programme 
Manager Robert Simpson told participants during 
the day’s closing session. Valuable lessons have 
been learned under the Programme, including the 
importance of fostering stakeholder participation, 
the need to increase partnerships and above all, the 
realization of the profound impact democratizing forest 
sector management can have on improving forest 
governance and enabling SFM, added Simpson. 

Forest governance and illegal logging will need continued support and long-term commitment in order to make a difference, particularly as 
the initiative enters a new phase under the EU FAO FLEGT Programme, stressed Antonio Crespo Moreno from the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Development and Cooperation (DEVCO) to participants attending the event. 

The EU FAO FLEGT Programme continues to offer eligible timber-producing countries technical expertise, knowledge on FLEGT/VPA 
processes and financial resources that empower locally-driven processes. In addition to eligible countries in African, Caribbean and Pacific 
countries, the Programme expands support to two new regions – Asia and Latin America.

Access to resources remains highly competitive, especially due to the expanded geographic area of the new EU FAO FLEGT Programme. 
Speakers noted that the trust fund is open to add donors and encouraged continued support through the ACP Secretariat for an additional 
focus on the ACP Group of Countries.

Muller closed the day underlining the vital role the Programme plays in building significant local ownership of the FLEGT and VPA processses.
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